











oF 
pee 


FILMS 
































oemes Weekly at 154 West 46ih Sireet, New York 15, N. Y., 
jutered as second class matter December 22, 
COPYRIGHT, 1948, 





VIDEO 

















Ine, 


by Veriety, 
1905, at the Post Office at 


BY VARIETY, INC, 


Annual subscription, 
New York, 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 























“ARTETY 





$id, 


under the act of March 3, 


Single copies, 25 cents, 
i 1879. 





VOL. 171 No. 13 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1948 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





TALENT CRACKS LEGIT WHIP © 





Amos ‘n’ Andy Sell Their ‘Business’ 
To CBS for $2,000,000; Capital Gain 


r% 


Amos ’n’ Andy (Freeman Gos-+¢ 


den and Charles Correll), who 
made history in the pioneer days 
of commercial radio when America 


set its time by the blackface come- | 


dians every night at 7, six nights 
a week, are marking another his- 
torical milestone. This affects all 
radio stars and may be a fore- 
runner for other topnotchers of 
like standard. Deal has to do with 
a $2,000,000 “sellout” of their serv- 
ices to the Columbia Broadcasting 
System which, in turn, lend-leases 
them back to their present spon- 
sor, Lever Bros. 

Correll & Gosden’s $2,000,000 
CBS deal permits them a capital 
gain of almost three-quarter of a 
million each, since there is a 10% 
commission to Music Corp. of 
America which set up this deal. 
Jules C. Stein, board chairman of 
the agency, handled a similar pack- 
age when he sold Liberty Pictures 
(Capra, Wyler, Stevens, Briskin) to 
Paramount, and got payment in Par 
stock. 

In addition to the $2,000,000, 
Correll & Gosden are leased back 


to Levers (in this instance Rinso | 
will be the sponsoring product) at 
$75,000 per annum as technical ad- | 


(Continued on page 23) 


Katz’s $1,000,000 
Metro Settlement 


Meiro’s cash settlement with 
Sam Katz is $1,000,000. For this 
the producer, who had _ several 
more years to go on his contract, 
waives the retiremnt income. 

The company had sent out an 





elaborate story about Katz return- | 


ing to theatre operation, because 
of the death of his brother, Harry 
Katz, as well as the latter’s former 
associate, Dave Chatkin. But it’s 
an open secret that other important 


Metro stud’> letouts impend. These | 


are people in the same $3,000- 
$5,000 per week class as Katz. 

On the subject of top echelon 
personnel, two major film compa- 
nies plan reshuffling their official 
slates. Changes call for a new 
president and a new board chair- 
man in on outfit, and a new ex- 
ecutive veepee in another. In the 
former company, the studio phase 
will see some strong policing from 
a top official on budgets and gen- 
eral economic matters. 


Paris Cabaret 88-er To 


Have His Opera Staged 
Paris, Aug. 31. 

Betove, piano cabaret act, is to 

have an opera, “Dolores,” done at | 








| 





Oldtime Friars Frolics 
For Benefit of the Club 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
| George Jessel is working on re- 
'viving a gala Friars Frolic tour for 
benefit of the local branch of that 
club. Tour would embrace Los An- 
geles and Frisco, playing the larg- 
est auditoriums in both cities, on 
a series of one-nighters. 

All-star cast, to be alphabetized, 
starting with Abbott & Costello, 
Benny, Burns & Allen, Cantor, Jes- | 


' 








PRODUCERS BOW 
N SHARING DEALS 


Legit talent is taking over from 
the producers. The traditional 
manager who raises the money, 
owns the show, makes the decisions 
and splits the profits with the back- 
ers, is a vanishing breed. The the- 
atre belongs increasingly to the 
creative people. 

The established talent is moving 
in more and more on both the pro- 
duction and theatre ends of the 
business. Managers are generally 
going along with the trend, for they 
have little choice if they want to 





Johnston Plays Trump Card—Rules 
No Dualing of US. and British Films 


Mee dp Re Aug. 31. 
ortified with full authority from 
Stews Influence Studes fae American film companies to 


; ideo ‘ take’ whatever steps are necessary 
Via Saloon Vide WCTU to fight British restrictions, Motion 
Minneapolis, Aug. 31. | Picture Assn. of American Erie 

The state Women’s Christian | Johnston prez today (Tues.) flung 
Temperance Union at its annual|the gauntlet squarely back at the 
convention expressed alarm be-| British. He ruled flatly that start- 
cause “television is #=sxwing chil-| ing Oct. 1, American distributors 
dren into taverns” and itaunched he represents will sell U. S. film 
a campaign to confbat “this per-| product to Britain only as a com- 
nicious influence.’ | plete unit. In no instance, he said, 
Efforts will be made to raise, will American pix be permitted te 
funds to purchase television sets be doubled with British product. 





sel, Jolson, et al., would reenact | deal with the creative talent. With 
the Friars Frolics of old, when|Writers and directors in growing 
\they used to go out on one-night | demand, few except unproven new- 


|stands. The last such tour was 
jaround 20 years ago. 


Old Standbys 
Remain Key To 
1948-49 Radio 


Lifting of the cvrtain on the 
’48-49 Lroadrasting season spot- 
lights the peculiar situation in 
which radio finds itself today. The 
sponsor, the agency man dnd the 
broadcaster concerned with pro- 
jecting tadio as a potent show 
| business medium are agreed that, 
,after more than 25 years, the in- 
dustry is still dependent on the | 
| veteran trouper to keep the cash 
| register ringing. 
| The new broadcasting season is | 
officially under way this week | 
| with the return of the initial batch 
‘of nighttime commercial pro- 
(Continued on page 34) 














Berle’s Record $54,000 
~ Gross at N. Y. Latin Qtr. 
Despite Record Heat 


Milton Berle’s first week at the 
| Latin Quarter, N.Y., has resulted in 
'a gross take of $54,000, a new all- 
time record for the spot, exceed- 
ing by $8,000 the previous high 
held by Sophie Tucker. Ability 
to hit the highest gross ever re- | 
corded in a Broadway nitery at al 
time when the thermometer was | 
registering new highs, probably 





stamps Berle as the performer with 
the most amazing boxoffice record | 
in N. Y. cafe history. 

During his previous N. Y. cafe | 
stand, Nicky Blair’s Carnival gross- 
ed $3,000,000 during a 44-week run | 
in 1946. During that time, Berle | 
earned for himself $400,000. 





comers will accept the old standard 
royalty terms. 


The trend is evident in numerous 
cases and various forms. For in- 
stance, Moss Hart’s new play, 
“Light Up the Sky,” will be pro- 
duced by a firm in which he has a 
major interest, Joseph M. Hyman 
& Bernard Hart, Moss’ brother, 
rather than under an old style set- 
up from which he’d get merely au- 
thor royalties. Similarly, Richard 


(Continued on page 21) 


AFRA Sees Tele 
Knocking Radio 
For Loop in 2 Yrs. 


Boston, Aug. 31. 

Television and its effect on radio 
performers emerged as the chief 
behind-the-scenes topic of conversa-. 
tion at the American Federation 
of Radio Artists’ ninth annual con- 
vention here. 

General consensus among AFRA 
delegates is that video will take 
over much sooner than network 
toppers and station operators fig- 
ure. ‘They believe AM will be 
knocked out completely for night- 

(Continued on page 13) 





for community centers and rec- | 
reation houses “so that the young | 
people will not have to go to tav- | 
erns to watch the broadcasts.” 








Brit. Recording 
Ban May Hasten_ 
~ Petrillo ‘Peace’ 


} 
Move late last week by the Brit- | 
ish Musicians Union in barring all | 
recording by its members with and 
for U. S. disk names will in all | 
probability mean the beginning of | 
the final stage of the American | 
Federation of Musicians’ disk ban, 
according to major tradewise opin- 


on page 39). 


the stonpage in Britain will mean 
an AFM victory, Others feel it will 
goad U.S. manufacturers into open 
rebellion against the AFM and the 
resumption of recording in this 
country with whatever AFM or 
a wae musicians who want a 
job. 

Latter course seems more likely 
to most observers, unless the Gov- 
ernment steps in with a settlement 
plan. Recording companies want to 
continue paying to the AFM the 
royalties the union has drawn 
from sales for several years, but 





(Continued on page 22) 


a SAS ance 


ion. (Other stories on the disk ban 


There are those who believe that 


His declaration is seen as a di- 
rect kayo to hopes of J. Arthur 
Rank, top British exhibitor, to beat 
the British-imposed film quota by 
playing American pictures on the 
lower half of a double bill. That 
arrangement, if permitted, would 
have had twofold benefits for Rank. 
It would have permitted him to 
sell his own product on the 
strength of American films and 
also would have allowed him to 
play more American product, since 
the 45% quota applies only to A 
features. American pix playing on 


(Continued on page 6) 

Ri 7 « 

iviera This Yr. 

Like Miami in ‘46 

By CYNDA GLENN 
Cannes, Aug. 26. 

Once the winter playground of 
Russian grand dukes with their 
|fabulous retinues ensconced in pa- 
_latial villas along the Mediterran- 
/ ean shore from San Raphael to San 
Remo, the Riviera this summer 
certainly was the biggest, gayest 
and altogether most unique sum- 
mer resort in the world. Where 
once the ‘English milords and the 
comic-opera barons from Budapest 
‘and Vienna plunged spectacularly 
at vingt-et-un and baccarat, or- 
'dinary tourists are risking a $3 


‘bill (as Americans call the 1,000- 
frane notes which are the back- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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According to Lou Walters, “we | 
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e Hour 
Charm 


The Perfect Program For 


TELEVISION 


iF As Beautiful to See as to Hear 


the Comique the forthcoming sea-| would have been lucky to hit $20,- | 
son, under his real name of Michel} 000 for that week. With 100 de-| 
Maurice Levy. gree temperature, there’s little 

Born in 1883, Betove was the cafe attendance.” Berle, according 
first pianist to work for Ballet to Walters, did $25,000 more busi- 
Russe, in Paris. He’s been playing ness than during the last week of 
since the war at the Perchoir cab-| the previous show. There was one 
aret. (Continued on page 34) 


Under the Direction of 
Phil Spitalny pi a 
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Visiting Firemen Make Studios Burn 
As H wood Seeks 


Wednesday, September 1, 1948 





es (Reprinted from New York Herald Tribune, August 25, 1948) 


__Rapto In Review ~ 








| box 
| While John Crosby is on vacation, his column will be continued by « 
a number of guest writers. Today's guest writer is Fred Allen. 





Hollywood, Aug. 31. ¢ 

Studios are taking an awful beat- 
ing from visitors. Current season 
has seen more concentrated visit- 
ing than i years, due to fact pro-| 
duction has been down and fire- 
men therefore are herded onto 
just a few, rather than large num- 





the war, it didn’t take long for 





to Douse Guest List 


Paris Runaround 


—=By Borrah Minevitch=< 


Paris, Aug. 26. 


and does a soprano bit that floors 









By FRED ALLEN 


| In Defense 


Television is on the march! 
Radio is doomed! Alarmists report 
|} that panie-stricken actors scurry 
| through the hallowed hails of NBC 


of Radio? 


products are only to be feund in 

the black market and pork prices 

|are inflatec—thanks to radio. 
Husbanu and Wife Program 


ber of sets. It’s a caution what's a xe ie " : 
happening. EB ne Cannes overflow mulling ; | with make-ap kits concealed be- Two moulting love-birds build a 
When W_erners made announce- | Theedih ase shenate) ak Te |mneath their radio scripts ready to fresh nest in their microphone 
ment that it was iu midst of heav- | Cinemiemal eiha's saan’: ike o Sts g. i ag ae a the instant each morning and twitter away 
fact a ; <0 > sf “fore |... a a “y= Ae hy ‘- P video calls. ‘ir ¢ iia Coonr ae 
iest shooti:.g schedule since before | yr. old professor (tres distingue) | 393d Week! Guy me thet allotted time - Cleverly blend- 
| molt ° : j vm aqgio panta- ing commercials with gossip about 


them to rue that story, which was 


you. 


3323 Performances 


loon I refuse to be stampeded un- 


their private lives, the celebrities 


- printed in all the papers. Matt Duffin (former U. S. All-time long run record in til more ominous portents loom in they have hobnobbed with the 
vaude actor) who books one unit the legitimate theatre. my personal offing. In my frayed previous evening and advice to 


The very neat day no less than, 


50 requests were received by pub- | 
| 


licity department to go through “T a pl — im “ ! 
studio. Several days later, studio Those Stalin talks were like a “BLACKOUTS OF 1948 mania rampant on the tavern wall | harden canteloupes and = mezke 
clocked exactly 26 parties in single "embutal to the war hysterics here. £1 Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. and in the family living room. For | croquet balls out of them.” the 
day, which had both producers and Pane cages on yg — es And now in world-wide release entertainment television offers lo- husband and wife mate the trite 
directors, and particularly flack pens rots ty Louis Armstrong “BILL AND COO” quacious puppets, stout ladies with the trivial and foal the drab. 
chief Alex Evelove in a tizzy. sad tkeib. , | Ken Murray’s bending over ovens assembling cu- About all these programs prove is 
It reached point where Evelove Add Russ trick strategy: the Academy Award Film cumber ragouts, blurred news (that the only time a married man a 
wasn't getting any stories from his Czech arms play to Israel. — aS reels, assorted | sporting events, | will talk to his wife for a half- 4 
unit men. On that momentous day Cynda Glenn and 18 bags escap- antiquated B pictures and a few hour is when they are spensored. k 
when more than 200 visitors ing to Cannes. entertaining shows. Sean O : F 
: ; ~o gr . Soap Operas : 
showed up in those 26 parties, Boris Morros and mama _ to ecor Ca ave Radio, in rebuttal, fills the home ps atic charades th: 3 
every unit person in department Switzerland. with romp, revel and enlightening eamngese cuseames: t ha.t; distill FE. 
spent entire Gay acting as escort That’s Paris! fare. Take inventory of the aver- | ‘ouble and dole it out in small ‘ 
That's oe of the complaints There's a legit and also a film . ¢ age radio day and your list will ©P!Sodes daily. The plot usually q 
nov among publicity chieftains— (“Clochemerle”) running to capae- show the following attractions: eee. character named Just 
» GIONS Saal ~ ity here that has the familiar é . Simple Sam who — although his ; 
they don’t have enough personne Re go ? der room Farm Market News } ae ne ” ' ae ae 
in their departments to take care street corner men’s powder roo A mates x ao louse Is on fire, his daughter has 2 
an oe ep * as a central springboard. You must alas rae an- , ott the crack of dawn, as the eloped with a man who was see F 
of the requests, «nd rulings are { P oui-oui! Near-record heat waye that blan- f.rmer rises, he is reliably in-| Pn tly ~ Sr 
~ see dear Paree, oui-oui! . aes, ne it aol’ ~  comi Ed nr fallac ; 
‘ ce. ger , —s : : . - 2 most o -ountry last , ; coming out of a Henry Wallace 
that messe. ger boys no longer can With the UN session here Sep- neath 1 le Be - 9 ace formed via radio that corn and rally. his wife has just left town t 
serve as guides. Be tember and the possible Big Four, “S$ vigrteeh » ‘ahd ibe ‘eon, 208 prices are collapsing. Sensing on ‘4 runaway horse and | i 
Studios now are beginning to nix talks here too—lodging may come °f show business with the excep- jt js futile to haul his crop and h: ‘- ; ed Mie vo he on i 
requests for tours except in case to a double-shift basis. tion of amusement parks, swim- ste ta waaseet Uke farcier faake et Raat oe rin that f 
of most i: portant persons. One The Val Parnells and the Harry ming pools and other outdoor ven- ji, corn to the nian att Geen task me * spar ACK, Factures his ‘ 
reason why vi::tors are such a pain Fosters jointly renting a Riviera tures. Effect of the record humid- to bed. Nine months later corn — = crushed both legs — is H 
in the .eck is seen in case villa for summer next. _. ity was felt especially in the east, sacpabetiessninitnsamicheue precious {2 SO Xe creel te the micro- i 
: C king his Amer- There’s a drink over here that'll | which sweltered from last Wednes- phone and help the announcer ex- y 
of Jame~ Mason, making his Ame! . : : , ™ oy : : 
al” ties heer “ta Mteaerice’ [ane 5 French beachcomber out of qay (25) until yesterday (Tues.), M ti L ’ Fil plain the big contest and where i 
“~The Best Things in Life Are You. (Its called “champagne when a cold wave traveling south artin-Lewis Frum you mail the box-tops. If all of the . 
P. a ‘ « ” > . . « < . AO Pre 7. , > eae me ° 
Free.” Mason was studying his Peche. Put cut —: : et and {rom Canada brought weather con- | | . ° |tears caused by soap operas were 
grenadine, apricot brandy, ditions back closer to normal. @a it a aus laid end to end radio could open 


lines quietly, over on one side of 


set when avalanche of humanity 












each month to the U. S. zone in 


Germany a proud new pappy. 


(Continued on page: 24) 








KEN MURRAY’S 





Broadwey, usually considered the 








estimation television today is noth- 
ing more than agitated decaleo- 


Worth $1,250,000 





their listeners on subjects ranging 


from swan-culture to “hew te 


its own Gulf Stream. 
Quiz Shows 


























PS Pe Pe Ae Porae 


descended upon him, and he spent ‘ ’ 0 ‘nation’s measuring stick, was 
next 20 minutes ao his — New Drive-In S Cuffo B. : Hate atlases Most of yond na- Hollywood, Aug. 31. Havens for housewives. Most = . 
graph. With overhead amounting tives migrated in droves to nearby Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis @U!% Shows hastily establish the 
to more than $3,000 an hour, that For Ballyhoo Purpose beaches ani those that stayed in 24 garner up to $1,250,000 Pog five ignorance of the contestant and 
mi ch _— was lost. P diaias the citv preferred to stick by their years in the pact leieal with Hal give her a refrigerator, an airplane 
nother case In point was family “ ~ electric fans rather than venture wo); sag 8 ‘el . aj (or $20,000 to get away from the » 
of an impertant exec, totalling five, Puzzles Pix Legalites out into the hot streets. Usual : hear Be sie ae ie ee | microphone. Many winners are so : 
ee eae Cinch yy dy » Something new in headaches— | se ag Br meg ae dea a one outside film annually and play | —_ they can’t find their way out 
werk nies re and even with rigid probably unsuspected by the U. S: nie : bse pe pov ~ her fey all desired club and vaude dates, : the building. Months later their 
€ rap ea Dh Ss wees a) Supreme Court when it banned | wee ew ael - . “ y | — — also retains television rights for cote are found slumped over 
/ ) price-fixing in the Government usually t e No. stopping-off place their films. In addition, pact ar- their prizes—a Road King trailer 
ene ee anti-trust action—is now furrowing for visiting firemen, reported a dip ranged by the comics’ manager with a detachable outboard motor 
se ae ‘ in its gross to $133,000 for the cur- PR sc cal 2 ally : (Continued on page. 16) 
RANK’S 16 DIFFERENT brows at 20th-Fox's homeoffice. '" : ae ae a the bill Abby Greshler, specifically pro- 
i Legalites in that company are cur- sate bh i ago n $148,000 ,JaS \ vides they are not to be separated ec ot ae eaten ay 
VERSIONS OF OLYMPIAD renee yews. grin vein . peared a ana an since at any time. Ptomaine Stalls Bennys 
ion of whether e price-hxin . Teeoff film will be “My Friend : e 
London, Aug. 31. _‘2/X can bar the pulling of product | Majority of the Broadway de- Irma,” based on the CBS radio An Extra Day in N. Y. 
J. Arthur Rank’s Technicolor | Where a theatre charges no admis- luxe film showcasers were hit hard, series, in which they will get “in- Between picking up some 
feature on the Olympic Games is ‘!0” Price at all. with those houses running hold- | troductory” billing. After this, they ptomaine on the Queen Mary and 
taking on all the earmarks of a The puzzler is presented by the . over pictures” suffering most. ' will be costarred. “Irma” is slated losing her passport, Mary Living- 
United Nai’ons’ project. Fully 16 ‘#5. of several drive-ins in Mis- Operators of air-conditioned nabe to get under way this fall. Team, <tone (Mrs. Jack Benay) was in A 
different versions have been edited , S°UTi. recently opened, that are per- | houses reported they were happily ‘currently at Slapsy Maxie’s in Los pit of a tizzy when they docked 
out of the mass of footage shot Mitting cuffo viewing of pix to surprised to see business holding | Angeles, has a Philadelphia com-' yonday (30) in New York. Kidded 
around the matches for shipment | DUid up a following. The open-air fairly well, with some customers mitment for the fall but Maxie’s is somewhat that she “wouldn't be 
to various countries throughcut the | “ickeries are depending on sale of ducking in for a few hours of cool trying either to buy it off or post- permitted to land,” sans passport 
world. American version, pushed Tinks and eats to help meet ex-| air regardless of the films on dis-’ pone it. If successful, team will re- __it was found in ample time—plus 
through a‘ top speed, is being , P°mses for the time being. |Play. Houses with no cooling units ‘main in the nitery through the the food poisoning, this combined 
flown tomorrow (Wed.) to the | Since the films licensed by 20th reported they might just as well filming period. Pact provides that to stall the Bennys an extra day 
U. S. for handling by Eagle Lion. | “T® ar rented on re: have closed down and let their lensing chores are not to exceed in New York. She is expected to 
Besides having different com- CO™P&DnyY Das no comp aint on the staffs take to the beaches. Situa- eight to 10 weeks for each picture pe OK py this (Wed.) afternoon to 
meniaree In all dhe cher ‘onc, round of Feduced revenues. “The ton was duplicated throughout the with bar to nitery dates uring Poy 'hak eae et 
guages of the world, each of the | jim showing is sufficient basis to s , | Procucsson. celing yesterday’s RR reservations. 
‘ ‘ ‘ . Si: Angeles. ’ ” 
16cmphasins the particular Om Suneysrene i cuticens tan te Anges at Bec eee ie 
‘ : . of the threat to other customers. : - ee ; . igniignt of his European summe 
which the version is intended. 1¢ the product is yanked, there’s a Wilh the Gacanlien' ot dls or 08 Dinah Shore Socko was entertaining our Occupation 
Over 75 miles of footage was shot better than even chance that the ¢i, . troops in Germany, following their 
to give Rank's -editors sufficient exnips will holler “price-fixing” in peggy oor ot been sold out for | At London Palladium Palladium (London) click “which 
leeway in piecing the 16 versions. {he courts. entinued on f° se 55) Paar ang esa was like a Hollywood premiere; 
s midwest exhib == 3 ndon, Aug. Jl. there were so many American show 
After 1506 Pr ration slenen Santee Rank’s “Great | Singer Dinah Shore, opening at people in town at the time.” 
epa 9 | Expectations” on a zero admission Heat Ups Coke Sales pwes tpgage a ip aa ae Phil hora oa Alice a 
‘ ’ . scale because she liked the pic so. New York’s tropical h i SORESION «= AOR o. also did the Riviera tour bu 
Boy Goes Sans Haircut much. Terrific howl was raised by wave which shrivelied the to equalling that of Danny Kaye. “the packing and unpacking really 
_ Hollywood, Aug. 31. competing exhibs. Twentieth fears} days ending Sunday (29) shot Miss Shore had to beg off after got me down; then, too, you usually 
: : : peeks: the same reaction. ' h le of ; : several encores requested by the take four times as much clothes 
RKO is tossing $150,000 worth up the sale of soft drinks in | jay Miss Sh ed | ° 
; | theatres. Nabe h : _ payees. liss Shore succeeded the | as you really need,” says Benny. 
of production out the window to ; res. Nabe houses in the andrews sisters in the top slot. | 
release “The Boy With Green Autry Would Film — boroughs did particularly Another U. S. act, the Nicholas | ’ 
a 7 hw Meg eo rs prone Life of Ex-Texas Guv pen 3 a lier peas taking Bros., also scored. It’s the second Joan Evans the McCoy 
re ary’s departure fr — ary. time this year that they played a; Joan Evans, 14-year-old without 
RKO, the studio spent 150 grand Austin, Aug. 31. Typifying the general per- | ondon house any previous screen or stage ex- 
on rewrites and retakes to slant the Plans are afoot to film a book, formance on drinks was one — Miss Shore who remained on perience, has been chosen by Sam- 
story as straight entertainment and based on the life of former Texas _first-run Brooklyn house in the stage for more th pgp all 1 Gold ‘ Sate: . f the 
ad i - -nati Governor Coke R. Stevenson - downtown tion. This de- : = age ot el hy arte: blot, cap regal 
unk its peace-between-nations > CUr- | section Ss de drew unanimous press raves. Daily leads in his next se- 
P s 1 ’ production, “Rose 
plea. reniy a candidate for the U. S. luxer sold 14,500 bottle cokes | Mirror stated “No doubt about it anna McCoy,” story of the Hatfield- 
Ned Depinet, executive veepee, Senate. Gene Autry would play, in five days at 10c. a crack. - Dinah's the goods.” Daily Mail | McCoy feud. 
ond Boyd Hatch and Frederick Stevenson. | With the exhib splitting profits said she deserved every handclap.| Youngster is daughter of Dale 
rman, RKO board members, Gene Autry Productions is ne-| with the concessionaire, the Express declared “We loved it,” | Eunson, playwright and former fic- 
gandered the picture last week and gotiating to purchase the film house made close to $700 on and the Dailv H at | ti i ; i 
Secided * back to the inal rights. Booth M 6 thie aioe | --Qeinkee-~aheen Pendle Maw | an e Daily Herald noted that tion editor for Cosmopolitan mag, 
ic © £o origina ri gPregpet ooney 0 s city | oubh sonoma almost the packed house rose to her con- |and Catherine Albert, short story 
version. 'wrote the - } equals opera expenses. tralto artistry. writer. ‘ 
oe . . .* . 
80%/, of the total Sunday Journal-American circulation is 
REACH OVER A MILLION HOMES IN concentrated in New York's rich city and suburban area. a 
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LABOR AND SHOW BIZ 


Like politics and religion, which form the basis for endless argu- 
ments, labor is delicately skirted by many in and out of show busi- 
ness for equally sensitive reasons. Nonetheless there are realistic 
evaluations, and the face-to-face meeting becomes thrust upon 


PROFITS STAY AT 


WARTIME LEVEL 


Easing of Bank Coin Spurs Indie 
Production; 30 Films Roll in Sept. 








industry and individuals alike, despite all side-street approaches. 
The amusement industry is in the midst of at least two such 


Whiie picture grosses have been 


Sparked by growing bank will- 
ingness to provide coin for their 


issues, and as many more are on the horizon. The Metropolitan | taking two steps backwards ‘to the | 


Opera House debacle, with its llth hour reprieve, brought the my aE 5 cg gay ogg hE a 


mounting labor issues into the spotlight although, at the same time, lagainst the return to normal. So 
it also achieved a perhaps even more worthy purpose by bringing |¢,; as the net is concerned, the 
into uncomfortable focus some of the managerial fol-de-rol that | film biz is now racking up total 


mayhaps hasn’t helped the Met’s financial structure. Also, in the | profits closely approximating those | 


past week, James C. Petrillo and his AFM conceded that perhaps | of the war years. 
this wasn’t a “propitious time,” because of the general economics; Total take for the year of 1948— 


of the picture business, to engage in any further discussions anent | judging from reports to date—will 


: ; ini be somewhere between $65,000,000 
new Hollywood wage labor demands for film studio musicians. [be $70,000,000, or the same 


Still with us, of course, is Petrillo’s recording ban. There are |amount amassed by the seven 
persistent rumors that the AFM rank-and-filers are not only |majors (United Artists excepted) 
openly impatient with and resentful of the continued unemploy- |in the peak war year of 1945. With 


men j y are ine hi isklegeing | both Paramount and RKO report- 
t but many, just as openly, are defying him by disklegging |' ttt hatteeee whois, Gk 


, Hollywood, Aug. 31. 


McGuinness to RKO? 


. : ventures, indie producers launch a 
Hollywood, Aug. 31. | production boom in September. To- 
Howard Hughes is reported hud- | ta} of 30 pictures is slated to go 
dling with James K. McGuinness, pefore the cameras during the 
Metro producer, on the possibility ‘month, giving the indies domi- 
of a shift to RKO, either as pro- | nance in Hollywood production. 
duction chiet or head of a unit. | Majors have announced only ll 
While denials are in order, it is | Glms for lensing in September. 
learned from reliable sources that | Large number of independent 
conferences have been held. /productions due is attributed to 


j the fact that budgets are being 
U Ducking Rank 





carefully pruned. Bank officials 
point out that the amount of money 
| being lent for September produc- 
| tions is probably no greater than 


} 
| 


he lik ing wd ‘the amount loaned ‘in the past— 
recordings, and the like. | majors have now at least crossed | 1X Or o Wes ut phe i ne Mg om hey d 


Whatever the political skulduggery behind the British recording | 
industry’s sudden tabu on U.S. recording artists waxing masters in 
England, for pressings in America—a heretofore successful device | 
to skirt Petrillo’s non-recording edict—it’s a sudden windfall for | 
the AFM president. The practice threatened to grow and it would | 
be only a short time before it might well have dissipated the po- | 
tency of the AFM non-recording ban. Mind you, this is not a! 
“strike,” so far as the AFM is concerned; it’s merely a movement | 
not to wax any further because of its alleged effects against the 
“best interests” of the musicians. But that’s another premise, and 
is detailed below. 


The London Record people found a windfall with their importa- 
tions of Yank hits waxed in England. This decided the Andrews 
Sisters waxing a few pops abroad, for American Decca, and Dinah 
Shore, Betty Hutton, et al., had similar plans. 


Suddenly came this new tabu against Yank artists making 
“mothers” (masters) in England and shipping them back to the 
States for pressings. If this rule sticks, its benefit to outfits 
like London Records is obvious. In effect, it’s the wax works’ coun- 
terpart of the current 45-55% film embargo-which, commencing 
Oct. 1, will work so advantageously for J. Arthur Rank, Sir Alex- 
ander Korda, et al. 


However, what is another anti-American restriction, mn the 
growing trend around-the-globe to nationalistically restrict Amer- 
ican economic advantages in the arts as well as in other businesses, 
looks like a windfall for Petrillo and the adamant AFM stand 
against phonograph records. 


On the issue of a “strike,” or otherwise, Washington observers are 
reported gathering ammunition along the lines that if enough 
AFM members complain that the} are being deprived of a means 
of livelihood, the Government may step in under the Taft-Hartley 
Act. Since the non-recording edict is not a labor union “strike,” 
per se, T-H specifically provides for anti-union penalties where it 
is established that employees are kept from seeking work because 
of attitudes of union leaders. 


And, of course, the other major labor issue on the horizon is 
Television. TV, it seems, is on the horizon of almost every other 
aspect of show business. The jurisdictional differences anent video 
and vaudeo, particularly when there are theatre projection aspects, 
must be clarified. That’s as basic as the rights for properties on the 
telescreen, music (ASCAP as well as AFM) via video, and the like. 





ficial both nominal 15c. per foot, with a bal- Jericho” (20th), “Foreign Affair”, 
Sine. seaeidering:* pene ance either way struck periodically. | (Par), “Life With Father” (WB), Pages 8-9. i 


(Continued on page 20) 


the midway marker. 

The industry has so far reported | 
a total net of $38,503,585. Against }- 
that, the comparative figures in| 
1947 (when the total year’s profits | 
were $95,000,000) was $65,982,364. 

. Vj ~ CZ ; 

Profits have slipped some 40° in ice |. kuna ak nee 


_ Ey ane? perce. ; Universal has resulted in a drastic 

Scoring strictly on half-year re-| change in the release of Rank’s | 
turns for each of the seven majors, | Reitish pix in the U. S. Whereas { 
the entire take amounts to $34,- U in the past two years has been | 
297,000 or a 30% slide from the | the chief outlet for Rank’s films in 
1947 half-semester. Since economy | this country, Eagle Lion has now 
measures are now showing increas- | sccumed that job. EL has 12 Rank 
ing effect, financial students of| ims set for general release. U, 


the industry are convinced that! 5, the other hand, hasn't a single | 


EL Schedules 12 


Loosening of distribution ties | 


this year’s figure will. ultimately 
hit $65,000,000 or more. 


Paramount is holding up the 
best with its net only 25% off in 


| (Continued on page 20) 








Disney Gives In 
On French Deal 


Walt Disney has quietly with- 
|drawn his objections to the pro- 
| posed film agreement between the 
French government and American 


an early signing of the pact. Dis- 
ney yesterday (Tues.) dropped his 
complaint, filed Aug. 21 with the 


jor companies have agreed to give 


France. 

Complaint was dropped in a let- 
ter so advising Merrill Gay, head 
of the State Dept.’s Division of 
Commercial Policy, Motion Picture 
Section... It was signed by William 


distribs, thus clearing the way for | 


U.S. State Dept. Reportedly, ma- | 


his unit a better break on the. 


number of pix to be released in o¢ the Theatre Owners of America, |. 


| 
| British film in that category. 
| The last opus of the British film- 
;maker handled commercially by 
Universal was “Bad Sister,” re- 
‘leased in June of this year. Since 
then, U has rejected a number of 
| Rank’s pix for general release and 
| has failed to okay a single one. 
Result of which is that U has no 
| Rank pix on its releasing schedule. 
Only one of Rank’s features is 
now being sold on a broad base by 
Universal. That pic is Sir Laur- 
, ence Olivier’s production of ‘“Ham- 
| let” which is being roadshown but 
‘not being generally released for 
the time being. Additionally, 
Prestige unit of the company 
‘which handles Rank’s pix specially 


(Continued on page 4) 





particularly on “B” pix, has been 
pruned to the point where finan- 
ciers are more than willing to ad- 
vance the necessary coin. 

Trio of p.x goes before the lenses 
tomorrow (1) to get the indie up- 
surge underway. One of these, 
“The Man on the Eiffel Tower,” is 

(Continued on page 18) 


Tom O’Brien, Labor M.P., 
Fears No British Film 
Nationalization, But— 


While some leaders in the British 
film industry fear that the Gov- 
ernment’s newly created film bank 
might be the opening wedge in na- 
tionalization of the field, Tom 
O’Brien, Labor Member of Parlia- 
ment and general secretary of the 
National Assn. of Kinematograph 
Employees, feels that there is no 
possibillty of nationalization at the 
moment. However, he warned that 
if the industry doesn’t manage its 
affairs better it may lead to that. 

O’Brien, who attended the na- 
tional convention of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees held in Cleveland last 
week, sailed from New York on the 
Mauretania Saturday (28). Prior 
to his departure he declared that 








Gael Sullivan Registers 
Self as D.C. Lobbyist 


Washington, Aug. 31. 
Gael Sullivan, executive director 


‘has registered with the Secretary 
of the Senate as a lobbyist. In re- 
_sponse to the question of pay, he 





the government's loan of $20,000, 
(Continued on page 23) 
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\stated that he received “no com- 
_pensation in addition to salary as 











Show business labor relations, by and large, have managed a , executive director” of TOA. ollyw 
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tietal harssenenie (Sorrell, et al.) cropped up did the issues be- Gielen on sane 00 Pa ome Se ee, ee 860 No. Michigan Ave, 
come Fr. 2 
8 St. Martin's Pl., Trafalgar Sq, 
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It Pays to Be Cusa(i)ck = 


An odd coincidence of names may result in distribution by United 
Artists of a film about to be made in France. Co-producer of the 
picture is Peter Cusick, prez ot Cusick international, new film a 
production unit. His contact with UA on distribution resulted from 
his mail getting mixed up with that of Peter Cusack, New York 
manufacturer, who represents Mary Pickford on the UA board. 

Confusion over the similarity of monikers, with a constant pass- 
ing back and forth of misdirected mail, led to the development of 


ve 
| ‘Joan’ Bows Nov. 11 





a PICTURES 
| 0, Easter, Jericho, Judy, RKO picked: Nev. 1 i ape 
~~. Disney, A&C, ‘Canon’ Lead Aug. B.0, 2:2. saeco 


‘ Are.” Walter Wanger’s $4,500,000 
| man. 


Film will be roadshown in one 
of the smaiier New York houses. 


August's ‘Big 12’ | 





_August boxoffice championship+ 
was copped by “Key Largo” (WB) | 
in easy fashion, according to re- | 











“Life With Father” (WB), just 
starting its pop-scale engagements, | 
landed in 10th position. “Foreign | 
Affair” (Par), which finished 11th | 
in the national b.o. derby, did not | 
Measure up to many crix laurels | 
but likeiy will be heard from more | 
in the future. “Street With No | 
Name” (20th), third place winner 
in July, managed to cop 12th posi- 
tion last month. 

“Emperor Waltz”. (Par), boxof- 














treatises of hate produced under 
Adolf Hitler. 

Neame and Lean saw no reason 
to change Fagin’s appearance since | 
all other parts, including renegade | 
Britishers, were identical with the’ 
Cruikshank drawings. While the 
novel refers to Fagin as a Jew. . 
the film skirts actual mention of | 
that point. : 

Question for EL is all the more 
difficult because of its contractual 





and do a big job of selling the film 
as an exploitation special, under | 
the handling of Paul N. Lazarus, 
Jr.. Sears’ exec aide. Story con- | 
cerns efforts made on President , 
Roosevelt's life while he was at a | 
Big Three conference at Teheran | 
during the war. | 
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ess as well as the Franchot Tone- 
Irving Allen forthcoming “‘The 


'Man on the Eiffel Tower’ which 


rolls soon in Paris. In addition, 
Ansco’s increased business has 
prompted it to build a new plant 
in Binghamton, N. Y. When com- 
pleted in late 1949, the new facility 
is expected to have a capacity of 
about. 250,000,000 feet annually. 
Processing work on “‘Tower” will 





with his coin, just as would any 
‘other second-money lender, Sears 
stated. UA prexy said he would 
put the deals together and the 
‘producer, quality and subject mat- 
ter must be satisfactory to me.” 
Hughes, who just acquired con- 
trolling interest in RKO, presum- 
_ably wants his three pix back in 
_order to release them through that 
company. Films are ‘The Outlaw,” 
\“Vendetta,” and “Mad Wednes- 














ports received during the-month | 1. “Key Largo” (WB). ‘SIEG ¢ EN EAT | ‘ a. Skee tae atihey 
: i “ ” a friendship between the two men. So, when Cusick began work 
from A pone: a wagered In| 2. “Easter Parade” (M-G). I EL SUDD D H ing on his French production plans, he told Cusack, who arranged 
— 2 Tppreseten kh greene a 3. “Walls of Jericho (20th), | MAY K 0 NEW UA INDIE a meeting with Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., exec aide to the prez of UA. 
saded oar 4 bs eavily| 4. “Date With Judy” (M-G), | -V. Talks are still in the preliminary stage. Cusick’s plan is for a 
eer Jo Soe? ee oe 5. “Melody Time (RKO). 1 closed last week by United joint production with Companie Continentale Cinematografique. 
with a rush as the month of July 6. “Meet Frankenstein” (U), ee eee te -oducti French producers, in Paris. Film will be made in French and 
ended, and it measured up to rosi- 7. “Canon City” (EL). Artists with an indie production ee ee ; ate hes ee acre 
: : . ene headed by Morris J English versions, with some Hollywood players and technicians, 
ea ce re | B, eee of Tate’. SUA), pooner t 1 is ex ected to fall | WViadimir Poszner is doing the screenplay. 
pnamer Wwe aye oe e awe dar | 9. “'Paradine Case" (SRO). tena ge ite oe of Siegel's Yarn will be “Miss Condon,” from a novel by Aline Bernstein, 
oa wa a ae - lave on coe ee ‘death guddenty Saturday (28) Cusick’s mother-in-law. It was published about a year ago. Cusick 
rs 45 Bam ncer Reape me! - pit ) night on his w ay back to the Coast and the French concern are each putting up part of the production z a 
“Eas rade” was he I me” (20th). ; : ; eal ‘usick i iver ic i 7 | 
goa page arte poe 2 agence Street No Na \from New York. Producer's part- coin. ot to —— oar ana names and the story, : nee 
50.000 behind the first-pl ss oat ‘ners in the syndicate he set up while CCC will provide the facilities. : fu 
$250, ind the first-place win- | ‘or ; e ue th as : Hy “- 
ner. it was the second month in *,° during his stay in the east wer —= £ all 
succession that “Parade” finished FL Sensitive ll Fabian, indie circuit operator; Sam . & tal 
in second slot, winding up second | Rosen, Fabian’s brother-in-law and & ho 
to “Emperor Waltz” (Par) in July. | his associate in the theatre opera-_ nique on fa oney larah eS E by 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) ran/| ‘T ° a | WS tions, and Max Gordon, legit pro- J. 
; , ; ducer. ° q 
a strong third despite some liberal wist ort + Siegel closed a deal at UA's i of 
_ pushing around by crix in several uementiios Tieuier (98) fer e urn 1S S 0 ug es . ve 
anne withe we Page il nent “Oliver Twist,” J. Arthur Rank’s three films to be delivered to the bo 
pee tay pes oe stants elaned ee filmization of the Charles Dickens’ oreing viret Bee gy yg Rigg bre ba * United Artists prexy Grad Sears bE jo 
iti j i -ifie ast oy egy pegs — hopes to have set within 10 day ; 
; ’ ‘ ‘ ifi roblem >, : : . pes to ha days ; 
— aero uP voy | fh ee ors ha > ra eerie Temple. Contracts were airmailed Pardon from the Gov.? aitee tide arsiedd ims Mw Cheat trams ' wa 
partion of its. aeuink enane from 'Film has been charged in some A he to Ne te for his signature Indie producers are going to New York this week the three films | “a 
sock sessions at the Music Hall, quarters with having anti-Semitic oo ” s a Re ublic maintain a clese watch on which will be produced for UA Tr 
N. Y., rather than from representa- | overtones and EL toppers are now ee. Sarees : P grosses achieved by Howard with financing by Howard Hughes. 
co presenta: | a o and Metro production exec, was dren ear Piel Megagae oo a iesk tee wore | 
tive keys around the country. | searching for a recipe to send the have be t} ‘tual producer Hawks Red River,” which Latter is putting up second money . 
shite: jail ic j scr ith to have ae Soe eee opened last week (25) in 256 and whatever guarantees are neces- si 
Fifth money. went to “Melody Pi¢ to American screens without | 4¢ the sims for the unit, known as P phew red a at tee eas re 
Time” (RKO). This new Disney | Stitring up any race issues. This is Kenmore Productions. UA is of the | Texas. Oklahoma and Kansas sary to get a trio o ms started, . It 
. aye he delay in) ~©™ -. 4 hogs es goer situations. This is the film in return for which UA is handing 
made some remarkable showings the chief reason for the delay In (inion the whole thing now will hark him th f hi was ’ pe 
in many keys, some. exhibitors ‘and | Pe!easing the Donald Neame-David' | -obably drop. Fabian, Rosen and, Which reportedly caused Ps ste a at age Pa lg _ i ou 
crix rating it the strongest Disney | Lean opus, it has been learned. ‘Gordon were only to be investors. bank clampdown _ indie fi- agen on wo th a . ete? irel : in 
'. - j i Company is approaching the ‘ : , i nanciag. Originally budgeted Explaining e deal, entirely 
money-getter in some time. : While Siegel’s death and the loss — 2 ie ee ; agi 
. question carefully and with an at- sree at sligintly over $1,000,000, fiim unique in industry history, Sears : 5" 
A & C and “Canon City” tempt at an open sind Wilin hes | of 4 ig Pages Nag ey = a pond finally was canned at a cost of said in New York Monday (30) that the 
Abbott & Costello showed they | already been screened for B'nai ‘© UA. it will not be serous, ac approximately $3,000,000. he thought a total investment of é 
have not lost their boxoffice touch! B’rith’s Anti-Def tion League cording to prexy Grad Sears. He Indies expect that an easier $600,000 to $750,000 by Hughes z de 
b i in sixth AR tA 4. C.1an orgutizatio tavel d fightin ,| said Monday (30) that the com- 7 “ins ‘it ti ill -evail might be involved depending on i 
Iv ~~ in sixt } with A&C.) an organization devote to ighting pany has plenty of product on hand financirg situa ion wi prevat per ree a et Rees ga Poni ; mt 
aoe rankenstein safe Spook | racism. Pree yr rr aur has i, keep it going for the next six if agen a up 7 — aaa | Maia ae tek aa den ; wh 
comedy was a stout inisher al- not condemned the film, being in- 4, gight months and a sufficient tions and delivers hefty re- a ob ge - i off 
though closely pressed by “Canon clined to accept the issue of “au- Wecimaeckeiiuiaase turns. ser OF Indies in ming who were Me 
Gap 7 - : ie - number of “recurring” producers : : 
City” (EL). Latter won seventh thentic Dickens,” but is currently ;_ ; hee pretty much ready to go ahead if I: 
place nationally. being helped by | considering its possible impact on in its fold to maintain the com- they had financing ; a 
tas ; iat +. teen : we pany’s supply. 9 : shige Ate a at 
soorse sack Witna eee ean tite  Camainans a yata st “Oliver” im. another deal made last week, Ansco Color & Php hn oan ee : rn 
. oad / b s F > ioe is a. . ls ae as Jai 
Lion many additional bookings on | center on the part of Fagin. Fol- | U *quired for distribution "Te bends and whatever other guaran- : 
ot! roduct lowi ‘losely I ‘iginal heran,” to which western hemi- tees are required by banks to com- 4 -" 
“Time of Life” (UA) landed (Cruikshank illustrations of the Phere rights are owned by George ; plete the financing. Sears said he — 
. we ' r : ; ae, Se 7) ri rp. i nies : qe erase ~ ’ Ma 
eighth place while “Paradine Case” | novel, Neame and Lean gave Fagin ,),.. chaefer. Enterprise ‘« P hoa Ex ansion Plan would not sign the three Hughes 4 . 
(SRO) spurted into ninth. Latter|the | iat Weld wt |e ee eee films back to the producer until the 
as j :s beset ‘ioet ie aeaialeak” in h a yee f res sk tet “By bought the film about a year ago deals were completely set for the | we 
was just going out in general dis- hooked nose of those sketches. BY from Stephen Pallos, British pro- Moving up in the tint derby is , , his 
tribution in August, be held | coinciden nly, it is said, thi rer , eeeving. UP : three new ones. . 
Thm, cong) oe eee | . eerie S sald, ‘nat ducer, who made it in Italy. It’s | Ansco color. A division of the Gen- . ears tre 
back after finishing its big Music very characterization was widely jp English eval Aalitns & ikea Care: © ind a empper = ee in — the 
y azis i i i r é : . 9 , rofits o e three ms made ; 
Hall, N. Y. run. used by the Nazis in their film UA plans to change the title five pictures lined up for its proc- p vat 


fice winner in Juiy, headed the obligations to Rank and the fact be partly done at the Eclair lab- gay” Sears’ deal was made with 
best runner-up films in the past that the pic, an expensive property, Continued from page 3 (oratory in Paris and the —— ‘the Hughes Tool Co., nominal pro- we 
month although obviously getting | is figured as surefire boxoffice. It's fo, art theatres has been given will an mene’ 2s at the igcamiaag ducer of the films. th 
most coin from holdover, move-| doing terrif in London. Main de- four mare films | ees: 55 Pane: Sy | “Outlaw” has played 6,153 en- the 
over and subsequent-run dates. | cision is up to Robert Benjamin, These pix are “Corridor of Mir- | “ae Y ,gagements to date and oye ot] 
——e Nyse ee (SRO), | proven nt wee nla ~ ps pope ~ rors,” “Her Man Gilbey,” “Srow- an to N. Y. fore tan e FE age ftareld his 
Mpeeetek tiles Ces” win, Loar eainnin ie dhe Meek at |taeee. and “One Night With You.”| 3. W. Alcora | Diddlebock”) plaved a few dates to e 
RA. “g + te R an Col), “On pe a ae Is also head Of | Originally, these films or some of | Gracie Allen 1adie . a was pulled back avi 
“Babe R ine gies (MG) end x ete Free os te ddle with other tem would have been given gen- Lois Andrews c- tias chee a veer nae ter Pe 19; 
Keg ‘3 u tory” Mono) _were | = — will huddle with other ¢,al release. Company, taking a| Eve Arden — ne "it e ked Harold Lloyd's pa 
e other topranking pictures in EL biggies early in September to a+ stricter. view of the commercial George Banyai en aa amen tta” has not been Bt 
ee ceeeeay reach a decision. ; Anti-Semitic possibilities of Anglo pix, has rele-; Charles Bennett porns ‘ —— a 
hole flock of new pictures charges were first aired last week gated them to the sureseaters. Frank Berend Te el - ph ab UA to be very tal 
— unveiled in final sessions of | rd Albert cy agg water writer Under the changed setup pushed George Burns al is Ngure A seabiien: ter ow 
ugust but few of them had shown for the N. Y. Star formerly PM). through on U's insistence. no film Bill Callahan | advantageous, Pad s <n aed pe 
enough to indicate their money- | in a despatch from England where will be approved by the company Edmund L. Cashman | second-money, walcn whe ¢ ducers It 
making potentialities. However, he saw the film. for U. S. distribution until a print) Alan Cook ore ee Ste Se oe ware ed 
Sin ete ce actualy arrives in this couniry and Robert Cowan, imei piece af tri of which on 
nou } s is viewed b ompa z ‘ean Dalrymple ' 
tip it as a real winner. “Pitfall” | EL, 20TH BOTH DICKER Pre-selection "aie + ie A gi Ned Depinet has been pretty well war ¥ —— as 
(UA), on basis of two engage- this year is definitely out. Charles Gaynor ‘the other two are yet to p sal 
Evil My: Love" part aig’ wen| CONNIE MACK BIOPIC: | oF sne 12 sims which v was Lou Greenspan ee “ 
. ’ | atricia Harris : 
enough in view of type of story al- Philadelphia, Aug. 31. pomp che mggioned Engg a | Radie Harris N. Syracuse Bans Drive-Ins of 
a seldom hitting sock propor: | pines oa and 20th-Fox oe both Fury” has been switched to EL:| William Heineman ER «jy hath ae ae the th 
“Vel ”( Iterest in doing « biopic of Connie ,crrstopher Columbus” will not, Lena Horne \village of North Syracuse follow- es 
e vet Touch” (RKO), just get-; terest in doing a biopic of Connie _be ready for release this year; four! Walter Woolf King ing a public hearing. Plans for sa. 
ting started, did not have enough | syed A gee manager of the | others have landed with Prestige. Gilbert Kurland such an operation on the old South le: 
ee face Gates to tell how it) Selah chat eae Christy | Among the remaining six which in- | Jules Levey Bay road were abandoned as a re- rsa 
+ per to bn Foi wapheaael aan. tar Be 9g aa — ae ,clude “The Blue Lagoon,” “Dul-| Luba Malina sult by Syracuse promoters. rr 
aiipachale poor best abies ee audios. helraiae: ‘to een haar chens Friends cg ol a Bohr yar | Saul beNamars ait 
ing made mainly where backed by the A’s come to clipping the Girl” and “Woman Hater.” aot ons t Jacques Pierre i N. Y. to Europe ru 
“KON shoe In on aoe ate, |cacag'sdentens Pettamt Mor nave ten azed wile afew otbers | Manning J” Fost Tea Bente : 
rots that —_ higg he 5 “Hamlet” . If oo ae a 2 take the pag ae gong peony “f is ready | Andy Russell yoy re 
U) teed off in ton at two-a- | flag, Walsh figures the life story of tg ;¢] ’ ' George V. Schaefer an Coo 
day to near-capacity. — Bho 9 Be iray tl igh orl fee the’ meet” a re Spaminly rg Povey ~ peomay LS eagegowe M 
. , y | ean Wallace 
will enhanced, it i e . Cary Grant wi 
MoCARTHY VIA HUGHES | the team pete into oc crucnnt. it Europe to N. Y. Sarre Seementeln Waiter Grosselfinger Ke 
Hollywood, Aug. 31. (tumble struggle for top position.| Anthony Bartley Betty Hutton = 
Glenn McCarthy has set a deal | With its schedule putting it face-to-| Desire DeFrere N. Y. to L. A. Robert Hutton = 
with fellow Texan Howard Hughes | face with the three league leaders; Walter Ducloux Jack Benny Glenn Langan M. 
for RKO release of McCarthy's ini- | during the next week, Walsh re-| Sherman Ewing James Dunn Charles Laughton ‘ 
tial production, “The Green Prom-|Portedly feels that only a rela-| Deborah Kerr Jack Lewis Robert Q. Lewis 
ise.” tively short time will tell the tale,! Lou Levy Mary Livingstone Marian Marshall th 
Deal is tentative, subject to rati- | and is thus waiting out.the buyers.| Maurice Rocco Ruby Schinasi Tom O’Brien we 
fication of the RKO stockholders} Mack would like to see the sale Mme. Konstantin Sadko Gradwell Sears Dr. Jan Padanek = 
meeting Oct. 19, when a new panel | made, as he is aiming to put the; Andrews Sisters Henry Strauss Ann Sheridan ~ | 
of officers including Hughes or his | proceeds aside in a lump sum as| George Szell Jack L. Warner Randy Stuart y 
reps will be installed. a nest egg. Cornelius Vanderbiit, Jr. Herbert Yates J. Arthur Warner ph 
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CLARK ‘GLAD’ T 








Brulatour Estate, 


¥ 


Bank Urging 


Conservatism in Rep's Policies 


Decision by Republic’s board laste 


week to skip the regular quarterly 
preferred dividend is part of a gen- 
eral effort, imposed at least par- 
tially on demand of the J. E. Bru- 
latour estate, to assure the sound- 
ness of the company’s financial 
future by a policy of conservation 
all. down: the line.‘ Brulatour ecs- 


tate is the second largest stock- | 
holder in Rep, being exceeded only | 


by the interests of prexy Herbert 
J. Yates and his family. 

It was also indicated, as result 
of the directors’ meeting in New 
York last Friday (27), that the 
board would take a much more ac- 
tive hand in operation of the com- 
pany, particularly the studio. This 
was at the suggestion of the Brula- 
tour interests and of Edwin Van 
Pelt, v.p. of the Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co., N. Y.. Rep’s bankers. 

In the past, Yates has had pretty 
much a completely free hand, just 
reporting his actions to the board. 
It has been giving him more or less 
perfunctory okays, since he bought 
out the dissident Goetz interests 
in the company more than a year 
ago. 

The firm hand to be exercised by 
the board was given initial evi- 
dence by the appointment of a 
committee of three directors who 
must approve’ all contracts, 
whether at the studio or home- 
office, running a year or more. 
Members of the committee are 
Harry C. Mills, son-in-law of the 
late Jules E. Brulatour, who rep- 
resents the estate on the board; 
James R. Grainger, Rep’s exec v.p. 





Yates Sells Pfd. 


Washington, Aug. 31. 

Herbert J. Yates, president 
and a large stockholder of Re- 
public Pictures, has blanked 
out his holdings in the com- 
pany’s preferred stock. in 
July, Yates sold 900 shares of 
preferred, his entire interest 
in that bracket. 

Rep’s topper still has 73,687 
shares of Republic common 
plus 25,000 of the company’s 
outstanding debentures. 


Fight Drive-ins 
As Traffic And 


Juve Headache 








FIRST SIGN OF 
“MOOD TO DICKER 


Washington, Aug. 31. 
The Justice Department will be 


giad to look at any proposals sub- ; 


|mitted by the motion picture ma- 
|jors as a possible consent decree | 
in the big New York anti-trust suit, | 
attorney-general! ‘tom C. Clark told | 
VARIETY today. He emphasized that 
this did not bind the department | 
in any way and that the Anti-Trust | 
Division is proceeding full speed | 
ahead with its plans to go to trial | 
‘in October on the issues remanded | 
by the Supreme Court. 
| Clark disclosed that attorneys | 
ifor some of the defendant compan.- | 
| ies have already conferred infor- | 
/mally with him, but reiterated that 
'“no official offer” has come from | 
\the defendants. 

“I will certainly look at any pro- | 
'posals they want to submit,” said | 
the attorney-general. “I will be} 
| glad to see what they have to offer. | 
'If they submit something we will | 
| certainly give it consideration. This 
| type of offer is not unusual in civil | 


—+ 


Q) SEE PIX OFFER 





Unload Theatres 


! 


Par Now the Prime Proponent To 


in a Realistic 


Move to Settle U. S. Suit; WB Ditto 





‘Get It Up’—Sears 


United Artists is not re- 
linquishing the distribution 
rights it helds to Armand 
Deutsch’s “This Side of In- 
nocence” unless “Deutsch or 
Metro can think up a proper 
consideration to induce us to 
do so,” Grad Sears, UA prexy, 
said’ in New York, Monday 
(30). 

Deutsch holds rights to the 
best-selling novel by Taylor 
Caldwell and committed him- 
self to produce it for UA re- 
lease about 2!2 years ago, 
when associated with Hal 
Horne. Deutsch is now with 
Metro. Sears said he had been 
informed that M-G had offered 
the producer a good deal for 
the property if he can unsnare 
it from UA. Sears indicated 
clearly. he was in no mood to 


* Ina directly opposite role to its 
,historic one in the past, Para- 
mount has now become the strong- 
est proponent among the Big Five 
of a settlement of the Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust action. Par is 
far ahead of all othercompanies in 
its “realistic approach” to a con- 
‘sent decree, observers of current 
|industry-Government maneuvers 
| say, with Warner Bros. the second 
most-eager for a peace pact. 
Present give-and-take which has 
been mainly a Big Five project 
with the Government on the listen- 
ing end has reached the stage 
where a fairly detailed plan of 
settlement has been drawn by the 
theatre-owning defendants. In 
support of this plan, Par and War- 
ners are in the lead; Metro is re- 
portedly the coolest, while 20th- 
Fox and RKO hold the middle 
ground. 
| Roughly, it is said, the plan 
which Par and Warners back 


| projects. ° e 
peer , and other support to Justice Department for such a com- | Will F ht An 
residents’ moves to keep out the | promise. He said no gyich approach | 
| 


| create traffic. hazards, cause juve- 


in charge of sales and distribution, | 


and Van Pelt. 
Herb Yates’ Voluntary Cut 
Yates’ announcement at the 


board meeting of his plans to halve ' 


his salary was another bit of re- 
trenchment designed to strengthen 
the company by maximum, preser- 
vation of resources. 
Size of Yates’ self-imposed cut 
(Continued on page 24) 


Indiana Exhibs Assn. 
Wants to Prove HCL Is 





Low in Relation to B.0. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 31. 


Associated Theatre Owners of In- | 


diana urged its exhib members this 
week to point up to their audiences 
the comparatively small advance in 
theatre ajmission prices as against 
other items contributing to the 
high cost of living. It sent out, for 
the purpose, a bulletin containing 
average prices, compared with 
1935-39, of various items, as pre- 
pared by the U. S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Blank spaces are left in the 
tables for the exhib to tote up his 
own admission price increases in 
percentage terms an 
It is pointed out t 
1948, average of all items in the 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. *| 
Alarmed at nearby drive-in com- | 


petition springing up in many jants. This follows the normal pat- | 


areas, owners of regular theatres tern.” | 
Clark said he knew nothing) SIMPP To rs 
about printed reports that some ex- | 


here and in the suburbs are en- + 
gaged in campaigns to whip up! 
opposition to licenses for the) 
They are lending their | 


financial 


drive-ins on the grounds that they | 
nile delinquency and lower prop-| 
erty valuations. | 

After the village council disre- | 
garded residents’ protests and is- | 
sued a drive-in license to Clem 
Jaunich, Delano, Minn., exhibitor, 


|at Crystal, Minneapolis suburb, 


d insert them. headed by Robert Goelet, Jr., scion | 
hat the June, Of the wealthy New York real es- 


Sidney and William Volk, who have 
a regular theatre nearby the 
Jaunich site, indicated they'd drop 
plans for a new 1,000-seat house 
in the area. Opposing residents, | 
however, announced they'd fight. 


the Jaunich license in the courts. | 


The Volks are a member of 
Minnesota Entertainment Enter- 
prises, a group of prominent Twin 
City independent exhibitors, or- 
ganized, among other purposes, to 
/sew up the Twin City area drive- 
ins, and which has two driye-ins 
now in operation, one under con- 
struction and another’ planned. 
Jaunich is the first “outsider” to 
| crash the Twin City area since the 
MEE acquired “control” and the 
_industry is wondering if it marks 
the start of an “invasion.” 


GOELET’S ITALO-MADE 
INDIE MAY BE VIA UA 


Goldridge, Ine., indie unit 








{tate family, goes into production in | 


hel. chart was 171.7, using 100 as Italy this week on its initial film. | 


the 1935-39 base. Food was shown | Labeled “Rapture,” it will have a 
as having gone up to 214 on the mixed cast of American and Italian | 


same scale, apparel to 197, and 
home furnishings to 195. 

(Not included in the present set 
of statistics, but recently issued by 


_players and be recorded in English. | 


| Pic will be made with frozen lira | 
acquired by the outfit with U. S. | 
dollars. Budget will be about $150.- | 


strongly would open all closed sit- 
uations by the sale of theatres,in 
|those spots. It would also mean 
‘the end of partnership holdings. 
| Both revisions of the theatre status 
would be supplemented by reforms 
in trade practices to conform with 
the rulings of both the U. S. Su- 
|preme Court and the statutory 
"court on the subject. 

| Closed meetings of the Big Five 
Meanwhile, the Anti-Trust Divi-| have worked out the plan after the 


aaa : ; ‘ eer | Dept. of Justice was approached 
sion’s motion picture specialist, New US. Consent generally on the subject of settle- 
Robert Wright, is going ahead for | ment, it is said. The Government 
the retrial of ‘certain points in Hollywood, Aug. 31, a8 in_no wise committed itself, 


New York. He is operating on the ‘ eset (Continued on page 20) 
theory that the matter must even- _,Reported efforts of the majors to ~ 
|effect a new consent decree with 


tually be tried. | the Dept. of Justice will be vigor- ° ° 

‘ously fought by the Society of In- Columbia Planning 
% e if ¢ ‘dependent Motion Picture Produ- = 

cers. Walt Disney, Samuel Gold- | ° 
Allied T $ M- wyn and Gunther Lessing, chair- | Record Production; 

. ‘man of the SIMPP exec committee, -* 
6. * all gave clear indication of the or- 29 Pix by December 

On Judy Terms peor map dy stand in statements last | Hollywood, Aug. 31. 


Heaviest production drive in the 
: Lessing said his group would studio's history is under way at Co- 

A battle is brewing between | vigorously prosecute its program of lumbia, with 29 pictures slated to 
Metro and some elements among forcing the sale of major company’s go into work before Dec. 1. Cur- 
indie exhibs, particularly members theatre holdings and would con- rently the lot is working at ca- 
of eastern Allied groups, over the tinue to seek the dissolution of | pacity with seven films before the 
charge that M-G is attempting a monopoly-type indie theatre com- lenses. They are “Mr. Soft Touch,” 
wholesale departure from its slide-| bines. SIMPP is for complete di- “Knock on Any Door,” “Crime 
rule system of rentals. Whether | vorcement, he declared. He added Doctor’s Diary,” “Rough Sketch” 


anti-trust suits. In many such Cases | 


we receive proposals by defend-|__8!V@ 1t away. 











hibitor groups favored a consent | 
decree and were appealing to the | 


had been made to him. 








_the new exhib-distrib fracas will|that the Society would continue in two units, “Bruce Gentry,” a 


break into the open will depend on with plans to prosecute suits’ two-unit serial, and a Vera Vague 
early huddles between Metro’s against any or all chains, either comedy. 
sales biggies and a film committee jindie-owned or major-controlled, September schedule calls for 
chairmanned by Irving Dollinger, regardless of whether the govern- eight units to work on seven pie- 
head of Allied eastern regional ment agreed to another consent de- tures: “Jungle Jim,” “Blondie’s 
division, which includes Wilber cree. Big Deal,” “Air Hostess,” “Desert 
Snapper and George Gold. | Disney expressed the hope that Vigilantes,” “Make Believe Ball- 
Original gripe sprung from an/|the Government would strike no room,” “The Raiding Doolins of 
alleged attempt by Metro to jack compromise in its anti-trust action Kansas” and “Bonanza.” Seven 
up terms on its “Easter Parade” against the film companies. “In one films will face the cameras in Oc- 





‘by putting the pic into a new! place after another,’’ he stated, “we tober and eight in November. 





triple-A bracket. It is now claimed are being discriminated against by 


_ by New Jersey Allied that Metro competitors who have managed to DOS TRADING ] REISSUE 
is already putting out feelers for gain control over whole chains of 


the same boosted terms on “A Date theatres and use that power for 

With Judy,” Technicolor musical. eee business advantage.” TO K.0. OLD BRAZZI PIC 
Metro-Allied meeting will be’... s0ldwyn asserted that monopo- Efforts are reported being made 

held as a result of a protest lodged lies have deprived the independent — by David O. Selanick to aie a 

with the company by Dollinger’s Producers of a free and open mar- 4a.) with Film Classics for with- 

eastern regional after it openly, Ket for their pictures. His state- q)awal of the Italian film, “Furia,” 

squawked about “Easter.” The ment, like those of Disney and ¢,om release. Picture stars Ros- 


the BLS were figures showing that 000. Associated with young Goelet three-man committee will speak for | Lessing, was issued following filing sano Brazzi, Italian player whom 


the admission price average on the 


same scale was 168—which wouldn't | 


leave too much room for compari- 
son by some exhibs. However, this 
increase is largely represented by 
tilts in firstrun prices in large 
cities. Hinterland houses and sub- 
runs have made much smaller in- 
creases.) 


Deborah Kerr Back 





Having wound up her chores in 


Metro’s “Edward, My Son,” which 
was filmed in Britain, Deborah 
Kerr is due to arrive in New York 
today (Wed.) on the Nieuw Am- 
sterdam. Her husband, Anthony 
Bartley, and her infant daughter, 
Melanie, are accompanying her. 
Others listed as passengers on 
the same ship are Cornelius Van- 
derbilt, Jr., author and adventurer, 
who's returning from a trailer trip 
through Europe; the Sherman 
Ewings, legit producers, and 
pianist Maurice Rocco. 


in the venture are David Pelham | 
and John Shepridge. No distribu- | 
tion is set, but preliminary talks 
,are understood to have been held | 
with United Artists. 


Glenn Langan, of the film’s cast | 
took off for Rome Monday (30), | 
while Edwardo Ciannelli and Doug- | 
las Dumbrille departed over the | 
weekend. 


Boxall’s N. Y. Quickie 


Harold Boxall, co-managing di- | 
rector with Sir David Cunyghame 
of London Film Productions, Ltd.., | 
arrived in New York Monday (30) | 
on the Queen Mary to confer with 
the company’s American chief, 
Morris Helprin. 








He was accom- 
panied by his wife. 

Boxall, who is also on the board 
of the distributing firm of British 
Lion, expects to return to Britain 


\Sept. 8 on the Queen Elizabeth. , Allied fails to win at the meeting. bassy, Carter and Standard. 


would fix the absolute minimum 


the Jersey local but will seek /Of an $8,750,000 treble-damage pos now has under contract and 
support of other Allied groups. _— anti-trust action against United De- |. giving a major U. S. buildup. 

. Case of “Judy” has Allied mem- poe a Paramount subsid, and ~ Gejznick is understood to feel 
bers steamed up even more than| Michigan Cooperative, an indie ¢,,¢ “Furia” does not present 
the “Easter” incident because it is ee combine, in Detroit last pra77i in the best manner to the 
asserted that while “Easter” was a “°°: American public. He prefers that 
super-duper, “Judy” is a regular | Yank filmgoers get their introduc- 


double-A release which heretofore | . tion to the newcomer via “Little 
sold on sliding-rule terms. Metro, WB Gives Up Cleve. Lake Women,” now in production by 
according to Allied, is now asking 7 tote 31 Metro and in which Brazzi appears 
40° to a split for both pix. Wesnen een et rege Papell on a loanout deal, and in “Tender 
It's asserted that Metro is back-, Lake last Wednesday (25) when /S the Night, which Selnick him- 
sliding from its own rule that each | jease expired. fiealn heotied self is planning for the foreign star. 
film must earn its own terms.|against renewing it because of _, Reported deal between DOS and 
Under the sliding-rule system, a house’s limited capacity. > 21 
top-bracket film would start at the its 18-year-old career under the turning over to the distrib of the 
40% point and then shift either up WB aegis, it had beef primarily reissue of a Selznick film. 
or down in accordance with the used as a moveover and holdover 
business done in any particular stand. ‘ Bien, ¢ : Nebenzal’s ‘MW’ Remake 
house. Community Circuit of Cleveland Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Seymour Nebenzal is mapping a 


New bracketing. it is claimed, ‘has been dickering for theatre, and 
remake of “M” the German-made 


.is expected to close deal within 
., next fortnight, according to Henry °! } . 

at 40%. Reportedly, unofficial Cieeeabararr: general a ociahini'y of film which brought Fritz Lang and 

buyer's strike against the new circuit. Its downtown holdings Peter Lorre to prominence. 

terms may get under way if now include the Lower Mall, Em- He plans using an unknown in 

‘the killer role created by Lorre. 








During Film Classics is said.to-involve the ~ - 
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British Must Choose Between World 


_London, Aug. 31. 

Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy Eric Johnston, prior to his 
departure for Paris, said his visit 
was aimed at achieving a high de- 
gree of cooperation between the 
British and American film indus- 
tries as well as production of bet- 
ter pictures which would be 


primed for wide distribution 
throughout the world. He pointed 
out, however, that the British gov- 
ernment must determine whether 
it is seeking a protected home mar- 
ket or a free world market, for 
British filmmakers cannot have 
their cake and eat it too. 
Reviewing the implications of a 
protected market, Johnston de- 
clared that quantity destroys a 
market, but filmis are one product 
which are capable of earning mil- 
lions, for a free world market not 
only offers an opportunity to re- 
coup negative costs but to chalk up 
profits as well. Rapping quotas, he 
said they have a tendency to breed 
retaliation particularly against the 
British. What Britain does is fol- 
lowed throughout the world. 


Johnston revealed that earnings 
of British pictures in America dur- 
ing 1945 were negligible. Follow- 
ing year they scooped up $1,000,- 
000 and in 1947 produced $4,250,- 
000. Current 12-month period looks 
to be less than $1,000,000. The in- 
terpretation of the Anglo-American 
agreement, said the MPAA prexy, 
was “not cricket” for not only were 
American representatives removed 
from the Films Council but the 
45% quota was also imposed. 


In summing up his London mis- 
sion, Johnston revealed that J. 
Arthur Rank and Board of Trade 
prexy Harold Wilson reacted favor- 
ably to the discussions. Johnston 
wound up his visit with meetings 
with toppers of the Kinematograph 
Renters Society, the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn., as well 
as huddling with American com- 
pany representatives here. He also 
consulted U. S. Ambassador Lewis 
W. Douglas over the weekend 
which was believed here to re- 
gard an official diplomatic protest 
over the quota which might be 
coming from Washington shortly. 


By far the largest slice of: John- 
ston’s time has been taken up with 
discussions among MPAA mem- 
bers here. There have been ses- 
sions almost every day, but at no 
time has tuere been any sign of 
real agreement on the major issue 
of single distribution through the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. 


Although there has been no for- 
mal meeting between Sir Alexan- 
der Korda and Johnston, Korda, 
with that political shrewdness for 
which he is renowned, announced 
during the week that his distribut- 
ing company, British Lion, will 
produce between now and the end 
of 1949 three times as many pic- 
tures as were handled in the pre- 
vious year, with a total of 26 
productions from independents. Of 
the total, five have been completed, 
and a further five are in advanced 
stages. This carefully timed an- 
nouncemert provided further am- 
munition for those—like the Daily 
Express—who are gunning for the 
highest possible quota. 

Twice during his brief visit, the 
Daily Express — self-described 
“world’s greatest newspaper,” with 
a circulation running into several 
millions—has thought fit to devote 
space in its leader column to Johns- 
ton, and 2dvising Wilson to stand 
firm. 

Upshot of the negotiations has 
shown clearly that there is a will- 
ingness, if not an eagerness, on the 
part of the British industry to co- 
operate fully with America. But 
frankly, they want a quid pro quo. 
Rank’s prime aide, John Davis, 
summed it up aptly when he de- 
clared that Rank “would incline 
very favorably to increased playing 
time for Follywood product if Brit- 
ish pictures got a better break in 
the States.” Rank has got a num- 
ber of his A’s scheduled for early 
presentation in .New York and 
other cities, and if they get 3 fair 


reception, he may be in a better | 


frame of mind to talk business 
with Johnston. But if he can’t 
break the American market, and 
get a reasonable return for his 
pictures throughout the States, he 
is determined to hold on for as 
long as possible to his dominating 
position in the British market. 


- 
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| ‘Hamlet’s’ Hub Sway 
Boston, Aug. 31. 

Local film row is watching the 

run of “Hamlet” at the Astor with 

interest since the house (the old 

Tremont) has had trouble getting 

top product since it reopened a 


year ago. Theatre was given a 
$100,000 facelift before it re- 
opened. 


American preem of “Hamiet,” 
doing about $24,000 a week since it 
opened Aug. 18, has put house on 
the map. Result is that the theatre 
itself has been drawing almost as 
much comment as the film from 
people who didn’t know it was 
even in operation. 


Wynne's Study On 
- British Pix in U. S. 


Sales appeal (or lack of it) of 
| British films in America will be 


| thoroughly probed in the upcom- 
ing four-week period by J. Arthur 





Wynne who arrived in New York 
Monday (30). 
hand survey of U. S. key cities, 
checking the public’s reactions and 
tastes by mingling with average 
filmgoers throughout the nation. 


give him a 100% 
on the U. S. scene. 

« Wynne will particularly study 
the effects of the “Sons of Liberty” 
boycott and findings of his entire 
tour will be used as a basis of a 
report to Rank, himself, on the 
future of British pix in America. 
Accompanying him on his swing 
through the country will be Jock 
Lawrence, veepee of the Rank Or- 
ganization in the U. S. 


According to present plans the 
two publicity toppers will start 
their junket Sept. 9 when they’! 
attend the opening of the Odeon 
circuit’s (Rank subsid) new Carlton 
theatre in Toronto. Following day 
the, duo goes to Boston to catch 





reaction to the run of “Hamlet” at 
the Astor theatre there. On the 
12th they return to New York. 
Thereafter the pair are scheduled 
to visit Chicago, Los Angeles (a 
week), San Francisco and Kansas 
City. 

Shortly after he disembarked 
from the Queen Mary, Wynne re- 
vealed that Rank is embarking 
upon an ambitious theatre building 
program in Canada. Opening of 
the Carlton, a 2,390-seater, will 
blaze the trail for some 40 others 
north of the border which Rank 
will add to his 112-house Odeon 
loop. Carlton’s debut film, inciden- 
tally, will be “Oliver Twist.” 


Lawrence, who _ accompanied 
Wynne back to America, said Rank 
was inclined to minimize the im- 
portance of the so-called “Sons of 
Liberty” boycott. He added that 
the organization hadn't heard any- 
thing definite on the reported anti- 
British film drive and noted that 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy, Eric Johnston, himself, had 
— knowledge of the boy- 
cott. 


American market survey by Law- 
rence and Wynne comes at a time 
when Rank feels that he is loaded 
with ideal product for U. S. con- 
sumption. According to Lawrence, 
the Briton now has some 10 prop- 
erties of boxoffice stature compar- 
able to that of “Hamlet.” Among 


“Twist,” “Saraband for Dead 
Lovers,” “Red Shoes,” ete. And as 


are in Technicolor. 
Mrs. Wynne (daughter of Foreign 


Minister Ernest Bevin) will accom- 
pany her husband. 





LEO’S ‘NAVAJO’ PIC 
Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Metro will release “Tale of the 
_Navajos,” documentary feature in 
|Technicolor, produced indepen- 


dently by John A. Haeseler. 

| Picture, filmed on the Arizona 
|reservation, co-stars Jimmie 
| Palmer, paleface moppet, and Ziki, 
a Navajo boy, | 





Rank publicity chief Sydney | 


He’ll make a first | 


BERNSTEIN-HITCHCOCK 


HAVE NO. 2-3 ALL SET 
Mart or Local Protection—Johnston 273 sie a 


indie unit, hopes to put its third 
‘film, “I Confess,” before the cam- 


}eras by early next year, Bernstein | 


said in New York last week. Bern- 
| stein was in the U. S. on a five-day 


hop for the preem-of the unit’s | 


initial production, “Rope,” at the 
Globe, on Broadway. He planed 
for London Saturday (28). 

“Under Capricorn,” which Trans- 
atlantic now is lensing in England, 
will have its interiors completed 
there by October, Bernstein said. 
At that time, Hitchcock, Ingrid 
Bergman and the rest of the cast, 
will go to Hoiiywood to complete 
exteriors. Bernstein declared the 
irm is truly an “Anglo-American” 
production, since almost as much 
coin will be spent in this country 
on its production as in England. 

| “I Confess” will have its exter- 
iors shot in Quebec, where it is 
located, the Transatlantic partner 
stated. There was thought, he 
| said, of doing the whole film there, 


| but investigation revealed that fa- 


cilities weren’t sufficient. As a 
result, interiors will be done in 
Hollywood. 
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_ Johnston 3 Trump | 


Continued from page 1 


‘the lower half of a double bill are 


subject only to a 25% quota. 


Move was taken by Johnston fol- 
lowing a final nix from British 
Board of Trade prexy Harold Wil- | 
'son on a change in the quota regu- | 
\lations, also slated to take effect | 
| Oct. 1. During an ostensible social | 


‘the quota would not be discussed. | 
|'When the subject was brought up | 
ianyway, Wilson told Johnston that 
la change was @mpossible because | 
ithe “British are in trouble.” He 
‘added he would “like very much 
to help American producers,” but 
|declared the matter will have to 
istand. “We'll see how it works 
'out,” he said. 
Universal’s Status 

Only exceptions to Johnston’s 
ruling that no American pix are 
to be double-billed with British® 
product are Universal, which has a 
contract with J. Arthur Rank, and 





them are “Scott of the Antarctic,” 


an added b.o. pull most of the 10) 


some producers releasing through 
United Artists. Johnston discussed 
the arrangement with members of 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. and said they were favorably | 
impressed, adding that Wilson had | 
anticipated his ruling. He also dis- 
cussed it with British Foreign Min- 
ister Ernest Bevin. 

Johnston said he wanted to pro- 
tect the interest of American pic- 
tures under the quota and to give 
British indie exhibitors a wide 
variety in their choice of product. 
Pictures made in Britain by Amer- 
ican producers will be classed as 
“British” and will be subject to 
the*new arrangement. The scheme 
affects bookings made after Oc- 
tober but does not affect existing 
contracts. 

Johnston agreed that the scheme 
virtually imposes a 45% quota on 
second features but said he con- 
siders the sacrifice worthwhile to 
protect the interest of American 
first features. He also declared 
the scheme is not meant to be a 
revenue-raiser but said it gives the 
British public ‘an opportunity to 
see the best American pictures.” 

Commenting on the decline in 
grosses earned by British films in 
the U.S., Johnston said it’s im- 
possible to expect cooperation 
from the American industry. He 
stressed the importance of both 
sides putting a stop to their mud- 
slinging and to start “seratching 
each other’s backs” instead. Anglo- 
American Films Council is to meet 
in the U. S. in early November, 
with other meets to follow if 
necessary. Johnston revealed that 
Rank, Sir Alexander Korda and 
British Film Producers Assn. prez 
Sir Henry French would attend 
for Britain. 

MPAA prexy seemed anxious to 
convince reporters at his press 
conference that the latest develop- 
ment does not represent a decla- 
ration of war nor a retaliatory 
move. Instead, he stressed, it’s de- 
signed solely to defend the inter- 
ests of the American film industry. 
He insisted the quota is harmful 
to both British and American in- 
terests and would lead te quantity 





,of production, instead of quality. 
Johnston is scheduled to fly to 


_ ‘Stay Way from My Doors’ 


| tures in the U. S. 


Coming from England last week was an unusual suggestion for 
| getting rid of the pickets in front of theatres playing British pic- 
It was a suggestion that amazed—and shocked— 
| American distributors and exhibitors, no matter what their feeling 


concerning the picketing sponsored by the so-called Sons of Lib- 


erty. 


It was thought to show small knowledge of the American 
way—and even less of the British. 


Plan was contained in Ernest W. Fredman’s widely-read and 


| Daily Film Renter. 


usually respected “Wardour Street Gossip” column in his (London) © 
Said Fredman anent the pickets: “It isn’t out- 


side the wit of theatre managers to bring in a few plug-uglies 
and just throw them off the sidewalk. ... Bring in a few bruisers 
and beat ’em up—this is the only way to deal with thugs of this 


character. ... I know what I'd 
me, the Sons of Liberty wouldn’ 
I think a Little show of strength 


do if I were over there—believe 
t last for long outside my theatre! 
would easily solve this situation.” 








Granada Circuit (British) Head 


Laughs Off ‘4th Chain’ Proposal 
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‘Johnston Denies to Yates 


| 


| That Rank Is the ‘Heavy’ 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic 
prexy, and Eric Johnston, Motion 
/Picture Assn. of America prez, en- 
' gaged in a trans-Atlantic tiff last 
| week. Yates started it with his 
charge that J. Arthur Rank was re- 
‘sponsible for engineering the Brit- 
‘ish quota law. Johnston, cabling 
‘from Britain, branded the accusa- 
tion as a “falsehood.” Yates re- 
plied: “I stand by the statement I 
made and I have good authority 
for making it which I am unable 
to disclose.” 


Yates said, however, that Repub- 
lic’s releasing deal with British 


As a first-time U. S. visitor it will | visit to Wilson’s Oxford home last | Lion has not been affected in any m 
fresh perspective | week, Johnston was told by Wilson | way by recent Anglo-American dif- | those familiar with the British ex- 


ficulties. The British company will 


continue to handle Republic’s pix | 


in England under a new pact cur- 
rently in preparation. 


Iz You Iz Or 
Ain't a Boycott! 


London, Aug. 30. 
Britons are completely confused 
on the American boycott—or lack 
of boycott—of English films. Eric 





Johnston initiated the confusion on 


his arrival last week, when he said 


there “was no boycott,” that he 
knew nothing about it. Yet the 
companies in his Motion Picture 
Assn. of America have stated that 
they cannot play British films be- 
cause of the picketing by the Sons 
of Liberty. 


Sir Alexander Korda yesterday 
(Monday) frankly called Johnston 
“ill informed.” Writing to the Man- 
chester Guardian, he said he didn’t 
quite understand Johnston’s lack 
of knowledge of the boycott when 
20th-Fox, his American distrib, 
and the RKO circuit advised him 
that “our pictures cannot be shown 
in their cinemas because of the 
boycott.” 


Johnston’s office here said the 
letter was “being mulled over” and 
a statement might be issued later. 
In the meantime, the British public 
is wondering, “Is there or isn’t 
there a boycott—and, if there isn’t, 
why aren't British films getting 
playing time in America?” 


Jack Warner Calls Film 
Boycott ‘Ridiculous’ 


The boycott on British films is 
“ridiculous,” declared Jack L. 
Warner, veepee in charge of pro- 
duction for Warners, upon arriv- 
ing in New York Monday (30) 
aboard the Queen Mary. Back from 
a summer’s vacation in Europe, he 
pointed out that wherever there’s 
quality the public will respond ir- 
respective of the origin of the film. 

Warner declined to comment on 
the British situation, 
that he did not want to interfere 
with the job of Eric Johnston, Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy. Asked what plans his com- 
pany had for European production, 
he said Warners projected “con- 
secutive pictures” at its Tedding- 
ton and Elstree studios in Britain, 
but refused to amplify his state- 
ment. He returns to the Coast to- 








Paris tomorrow (Wed.). 


day (Wed.) 


remarking | 


+ Establishment of a fourth cir- 
cuit in England tc provide first- 


run playing time for American 
films in competition to the J. 
Arthur Rank houses was called an 
impractical idea by Sidney Bern- 
| stein in New York last week. Bern- 
|Stein, one of the most prominent 
indie exhibs in. Britain, is _part- 
nered with his ~brother, Cecil, in 
the Granada circuit. 


Bernstein has been mentioned, 
as a matter of fact, as a potential 
topper for the loose confederation 
of theatres which some American 
distribs had been hoping to en- 
courage as a means of combating 
Rank’s resistance to giving them 
playdates on his Odeon and Gau- 
ront-British chains. Indie circuit 
| operator declared he has no inter- 
est in the idea, since its implausi- 
| bility is immediately apparent to 


hibition situation. 


First off, the Granada 2xec said, 
it is obvious that American com- 
|panies would not sell to indies as 
jlong as there was any chance of 
getting part of their product on 
ithe Rank chains, since that would 
be much more profitable. British 
‘law and other practical factors 
|make it impossible, he explained, 
ito up admission prices of houses 
/now showing subsequent run films 
to increase their income, even if 
they switched to initial run. 


Secondly, Bernstein asserted, as 
‘far as his own circuit was con- 
cerned, virtually every house is al- 
ready a first-run in its territory 
|and playing its full quota of Holly- 
wood pix. Fact that Rank also 
|plays them makes no difference, 
'so it is obviously not sensible for 
the American companies to sell 
away from Rank when they can 
play at least some of their product 
in Rank’s houses as well as the 
indie theatres. 

UA’s Hope 

Some Yank distribs, notably 
United Artists, which is getting vir- 
tually no playing time from Rank, 
thad been hoping to get enough 
houses that were in direct opposi- 
tion to those of Rank to agree to 
switch to first-run if they could be 
guaranteed sufficient American 
product to maintain the policy. 
Arthur W. Kelly, UA exec v.p., had 
been hoping to accomplish this by 
getting the U. S. distribs to assure 
the product. 


Bernstein’s analysis would make 
both goals appear to be impossible. 
Another factor he pointed out was 
that under the quota law the indie 
houses must play at least 45% Brit- 
ish product and the only place 
they can get that quantity is from 
Rank. Inasmuch as Rank would 
play these films in his own houses 
first in opposition situations, indie 
exhibs obviously couldn't maintain 
a first-run policy. 

In addition to the two Rank 
chains, the third web with which 
the proposed indie circuit would 
compete would be the Associated 
British. It is partially owned by 
Warner Bros. and plays WB and 
Metro product. 


As far as the quota is concerned, 
Bernstein said his houses would 
‘naturally make every effort to com- 
ply, that being the law. Applica- 
tion has been made to the Board 
of Trade for excusazi from com- 
plete compliance, he explained, but 
only in those houses where the 
coinpetitive situation made it ap- 
pear unlikely that sufficient Brit- 
ish product would be available. 


With the large current backlog 
which Rank has on the shelf, Bern- 
stein expressed the opinion that he 
would be aktle to provide sufficient 
film during the first year of the 
,guota to meet his commitments. 
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EL's Pub-Ad Veepee Charges Exhibs TIFF WITH MAJORS 
Making ‘Less Effort to Ballyhoo Pix’ St7S QFF ACTION 





Max E. Youngstein, Eagle Lion’s¢ 


ad-pub veepee, wants to light a 
fuse under both exhibs and distribs 
“ior talking through both sides of 
their mouths at the same time.” | 
Aiter swinging through EL’s 31 ex- 
changes in a six-week trip that took 
him thousands of miles into the 
hinterland, Youngstein declared 
that “there is less effort being 
made to sell and promote films 
than ever before,” 

“Every time we pick up a trade 
paper, we see yells for showman- 
ship by theatremen and distribu- 
tors,” Youngstein amplified. “Those 
howls are generally followed by 
cuts in the house budgets on the 
exiibitor’s part and the slashing of 
fie!d forces by the film companies.” 

As a matter of fact, Youngstein 
added, the boxoffice is definitely 
on the upswing. EL exec said he 
had talked to literally 400 exhibs 
during his trip—‘“and I don’t mean 
by that statement that I made 
speeches at them’’—and with only 
one exception, exhibs admitted | 
freely that grosses are climbing. 

“They didn’t just tell me that | 
fact and let it go,” Youngstein said. 
“For some reason; many of them 
showed me their books. Don’t for- | 
get. I'm selling them pictures and | 
they have no reason to paint the | 
picture too optimistically.” 

Not only are exhibs cutting | 
house budgets, Youngstein com-' 
plained, “but they refuse to go) 
along on any stunt or cooperative 
venture which means the rolliag of 





the dice for small additional sums.” | 


Charged with this penny-pinching 
attitude, many exhibs conceded its 
truth, Youngstein added. 
-Youngstein declared that 
would boost all trade paper ads 
because he is convinced that “90% 


of information on what’s happen-' leading exhibiturs, is the public’s ; England. If someone would give us | 
ing in this industry comes from the | recently-renewed practice of shop-|some guarantees of playimg time | 


trade sheets.” 
Studio confabs with Arthur 
man, distribution veepee; and 
others have resulted in a decision 
to make six pix for the 1949-50 sea- 
son in the “Tulsa” bracket. 
“Tulsa.” film made by Walter Wan- 


ger for EL, cost $1,750,000. 


TINT TUNEFILM FIRST 
FOR NEGRO INDIE 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Nor Wanda Pictures, new com- 
pany organized to produce Negro 
features. completed its first film, 
“No Time for Romance,” a tinted 
musical. 
Topping the cast are Eunice Wil- 
son, Joe Flullen, Shirley Haven and 
Austin McCoy and his band. Gil- 
bert McCoy directed. 


AFL’s $25,000 Film Short 
To Battle Taft-Hartley 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 
Initial step towards electioneer- 
ing via films by the U. S. labor 
movement is being prepped by the 








AFL’s Labor League for Political 


Education, currently meeting in 
Chicago to map plans for the 
autumn campaign. Opening blow 
will be a short propagandizing for 
repeal of the Taft-Hartley law to 
be financed by a $25,000 labor 
grant. 

Richard F. Walsh, prez of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, pushed the pro- 
posal before the Labor League’s 
administrative committee, of which 


he is a member. Labor film produc- | 


tion on various political issues w? 
recently urged by Walsh at the 
IATSE’s 39th biennial convention 
in Cleveland. 


No ‘Racket’ Title 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Enterprise was ordered to toss 
out “The Numbers Racket” as the 
title of the John Garfield starrer, 
recently completed. Breen office 
won't okay the “racket” part. 
Studio is considering “The Pay- 
of’ and “The Mark of Cain” as 
possibilities for the new tag. 





Wholesale exodus from the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. banner 
by indie producers when current 
contracts expire appears definitely 
in prospect. Many of the indies 
are disillusioned on their tieups 
with the major companies for dis- 
tribution abroad and prefer to take 
their chances on going it alone. 

Grad Sears, United Artists 
prexy, stated publicly Monday (30) 
what many producers have been 
indicating privately for months. 
He said that except in those coun- 
tries where cooperation with the 
U. S. government made continued 


Subtle Advertising 

Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
In its large amusement dis- 
play ads now the W. R. Frank 
Boulevard Twins, combining a 
theatre and restaurant under 
one roof, devoies nearly half 
of the space Saturdays and 
Sundays to urge people, “to go 
to church Sunday” and then 
“plan a delightful Sunday 
morning breakfast with your 
friends in the most beautiful 

restaurant in all America.” 
The current screen attrac- 








tion is also mentioned by. {adherence to the MPEA desirable, 

name. he. thought that UA would take a 
mmm | Walk. 

Situation, which was gradually 


coming to a head anyhow, was 
hastened by sharp feelings that de- 
veloped on a broad front between 
majors and indies last week. The 
solo producers were burned over 
the French agreement negotiated 
for the “American industry” by 
the U. S. Embassy in Paris with 


Exhibs Decry 
Bally Attempts 


. . the advice of the Motion Picture | 
S ti iquia e Assn. of America last week. It al- 


lows importation of 110 pix a yea 
: ‘ ‘ by the 10 MPEA companies and 
That shot-in-the-arm supposed to only 11 by all the indies com- 
be given the film boxoffice by soup- | bined, including Selznick Releas- 
ed-up ballyhoo and a so-called “re- |ing Organization. 
turn of old types of showmanship” RB gcaed eee on vanes he. 
ia ae “ali the majors, even before the French 
hasn’t yet begun to materialize. deal. was indicated. be. the .netasal 
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Zanuck’s Ambitious Foreign Prod. 





Plans a Bit of a Surprise to H.0. 


Ripley or Not— 

It happened in Venice. 
| Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox 
production. chief, met Decca 
prez Jack Kapp, and casually 
asked: “What. are you doing 
here?” just as if they were 
both outside of Romanoff’s in 
Hollywood. 

“Believe it or not, I’m wait- 
ing for a gondola,” Kapp re- 
plied, and as if on cue a gon- 
dola pulled up. 


New Prezfor TOA 
On Conv. Agenda: 
Gamble Wants Out 


Top business of the Theatre 
Owners of America’s Chicago con- 
Pet ener in Sept. 24-25, will be the 
|selection or, if needs be, the draft- 
‘ing of a prominent industryite to 
|take over the presidency of the or- 
|ganization. Ted Gamble, theatre 
|group’s top executive since TOA 
iwas formed in Washington last 
|year, has signalled his intention of 
stepping down from the post, it has 


| 
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Twentieth-Fox’s plans for great- 
ly-hypoed. European production, 
announced by studio chief Darryl 
F. Zanuck in Paris over the week- 
end, apparently took the 20th 
homeoffice by surprise. Top com- 
pany officials indicated they knew, 
of course, that something of the 
kind was in the works but they 
hadn’t xpected Zanuck to pub- 
licize the story until ¢@is return 
to this country early next month. 

Accordin,, to Zanuck, 20th will 
shoot 12 films in various European 
countries Curing the first full year 
of European production. He de- 
clared the program called for the 
spending of $24,000,000, half of 
which would come from furds fro- 
zen in other countries and the 
other $12,000,000 to be derived 
from budget money diverted from 
Hollywood production. Films are 
to be made in any country which 





{ 
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EL | them by the companies’ 


| Although film company exploita- 
tion chiefs blame exhibitors for 
not trying hard enough, exhibs 


‘claim the reason lies in the dearth | tO accompany MPAA topper Eric | his term another year, he has re- 


|of new ideas being passed on to 





exploita- | ing to be gained by Joint negotia- 


of the Society of Independent Mo- lheen learned 


tion Picture Producers to permit | While pressure has been exerted 
James A. Mulvey, Goldwyn prexy, | oy Gamble to induce him to extend 





fused to be swayed. Gamble orig- | 
inally served as board chairman of | 
the American Theatres Assn., pre- 


Johnston to Britain, As. Sears ex- | 
plained the action: “We saw noth- | 


| tion staffers. 
Another 


tions. The majors have tied up 
to | whatever playing time there is in 


reason, according 


| ping for their film fare. Picture-|the situation might be different. 
| goers seem to_be able to smell a’ But we weren’t going along just for 


-Krim, EL prexy; William J. Heine-| bad picture long before it hits the sake of presenting Johnston | 


_ town, exhibs claim, and no amount | with a united front.” 

'of ballyhoo will lure them in. If Since the French action, SIMPP 
_an exhibitor does succeed in over- | members have been holding con- 
selling a bad picture, the result is|fabs on the advisability of going 
even worse since the bad taste. (Contingied on page 18) 


tomers drawn to the ticket win- MGC’S P LUSH TREATMENT 
FOR USN DOCUMENTARY 


dow by splash exploitation stunts 
Distribution of the U. S. Navy- 





‘lingers long afterwards.+ Result- 
/ant illwill created is often disas- 
| trous. 

As for the paucity of suitable 


exploitation ideas, exhibitors place | produced “Secret Land,” feature- | 





the blame directly on the distribu- | Jength documentary on the recent 
tors. Exhibs agree that a large | Antarctic expedition, will cost Met- 
part of their job as showmen lies ro $500,000, exclusive of the usual 
in devising ways to sell their mer- costs of physical distribution. Out- 
|chandise to the public, but claim jay represents the cost of editing, 
| the cooperation they once got from scoring and Technicolor prints, 
distribs in that direction has de-| which will thus give M-G a con- 
generated to practically zero.| siderable investment to amortize 
| Where the majors once sent field |p). fore it shows a profit on the 
'exploitation men out on practically | §}m. 

every picture, economy-imposed| Metro, 


hoping .o get first-run 


| axeings in exploitation staffs has key city bookings on “Land,” is_ 


/ cut those visits to exhibitors down | giving the film special exploitation 
to three or four yearly. treatment to attract as much word- 
, Even when an exploitation man of-mouth as possible. In conjunc- 
does show up, exhibs charge, he’s tion with the Navy, the company 
‘usually armed only with antiquated this week set 80 day-and-date 








Svigals’ Switch to Roz 
Edward Svigals resigned from 
the Samuel Goldwyn sales organi- 


_ideas that the public tired of long | preem screenings of the film at 
‘before the war. As a result, ex- | every Naval base in the country. 
hibitors claim they're forced prac- In addition to top Navy brass, ex- 
tically to carry out exploitation hibitors in adjacent cities are also 
campaigns entirely on their own. to be invited. 
5 | Film is set for release Oct. 22. 
- _with Metro hoping to line up a 
‘string of . ay-and-date openings to 
Bob Frost Angling For ‘run through Navy Day, Oct. 27. 
od n “Land” is narrated by Robert Tay- 
Preem in Native Texas 2; Robert Montgomery and Van 
Dallas, Aug. 31. ‘Heflin, all Navy reserve officers. 
A Texas newcomer to the pro-'| 
ducers ranks, Robert Frost and In- | 
terstate plan a possible world pre- | 
_miere of “Shed No Tears” here be- | 
tween Sept. 15 and Oct. 1, with five | 
stars making personal appearances, ; 
: F : ; head up sales representation for 
or Poet Piling frst production ‘the Frederick  Brisson-Rosalind 
| Frost plans to film a new pic at He'll make his headquarters in 
Hempstead, Texas, in the near New York with Samuel Hacker, 
future. Story will glorify early | 74's eastern rep. Svigals will han- 
Texas history, and will be based on qje contract approvals for the indie 
the career of Lillie Drennan, the outfit, which distributes through 
oi! woman who made a fortune in RKO. , 
a man’s world It will be titled 


presents a locale suitable to a par- 
ticular story and in which 20th 
owns frozen coin. 

(A check of the other studios 
revealed that none had plans for 
production in Europe anywhere 
near as ambitious as those an- 
nounced by the 20th exec. Con- 
sensus was that either French 
reporters. had exaggerated Za- 
nuck’s statements, or else it rep- 
resents a move on 20th’s part to 
ease the workings of a new studio 
economy c..tback. Latter belie? is 
based on Zanuck’s statement that 
20th’s announced plans for 22 fea- 
tures to be made on the Coast this 
year would have to be curtailed 
because of th: European plan.) 

Hollywood Prod. Cut 

Twentieth homeoffice spokesmen 

tended to play down the possibility 


ithat the $24,000,000 to be sunk info 


decessor of TOA, and was practi- | European production would neces- 


at the DC convention. 


cally drafted as No. 1 man in TOA | sitate a cutback in Hollywood stu- 


dio lensing. They declared, how- 


Gamble recently has been active | ever, that any clarification must 


in expanding his theatre circuit | await Zanuck’s return to the U. S. 


must spend more time in his own 
| business. 


|prexy and current TOA executive , 
‘committee chairman, has also beg- | 


|activities are already taking the 
lion’s share of his time. 


Hunt to find a replacement for | 


‘Gamble presents something of a 


‘problem and may be extended up. 


ito convention time. Gamble is not 
| industry but has been regarded as 
'a capable organizer and tactician. 
,TOAers want another topper with 
/similar capabilities. 

_ Convention is now shaping up to 
| be a sounding board for prominent 
|/Government officials speaking on 
‘industry affairs. Edward H. Foley, 
Jr., Undersecretary of the Treasury 
and second man in the dept., has 
_added his acceptance to that of 
| Wayne Coy, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. 

Foley will discuss the excise tax 
and probably amplify on the indus- 
_try’s chances to win a reduction of 
‘the 20° Federal admissions tax. 
Coy intends presenting his views 
on television. 

Gamble, in New York for a 
week, headed for Portland, Ore., 
‘his home town, over the weekend 
with a Chicago stopover. He re- 
;turns eastward immediately after 
Labor Day. 





KC Boy Makes Good in RC, 
Eyssell Draws Free Feet 


Kansas City. Aug. 31. 


| 


a testimonial dinner Oct. 14 to 
Gus Eyssell, prez of Radio City 


and has advised TOAers that he 


} 
} 








| 


They also pointed out that his an- 
nouncement of 12 pix for Europe 


Si Fabian, former ATA/might be in addition to the 22 


(Continued on page 20) 





ged off because his extra-curricular | C AROLIN AS’ DRIVE-IN 


EXHIBITORS FORM ORG 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 31. 
Organization of drive-in theatres 


‘only prominent in and out of the |°f North and South Carolina was 


perfected Sunday (29) at a meeting 
held here. Known as the Drive-In 
Theatre Owners’ Association, 50 
have signed the organization roster, 

R. O. Jeffress, 
owner-operator of the Ft. Rock 
drive-in, between Ft. Mill and Rock 
Hill, S. C., elected president. Other 
officers named include Hoop Jer- 
nigan, Lancaster, S. C., as South 
Carolina’ vice-president; L. L. 
Theimer, of Charlotte, the N. C. 
vice-president; A. W. (Happy) Bell, 
temporary secretary and treasurer. 

Besides the officers, the board 
includes Fred Sessoms, of Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C.; Jack Biggart, of 
Lancaster, S. C.; C. B. Hayworth, 
of Pink Hill and Clinton, S. C.; Ben 
Allen, of Charlotte; Howard Nally, 
of Fayetteville, N. C.; Ben Pless, 
of Asheville, N. C.; Bob Rogers, 


|of Cheraw, S. C., and J. Francis 


} 
} 


| 
i 
/ 


zation in New York last week to Music Hall, N. Y., and executive 


White, of Charlotte, N. C. 


Rodgers West on F-WC 
Deal; Studio 0.0. Mebbe 


Metro sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers left for the Coast yester- 
day (Tues.) to supervise person- 
ally the inking of a new product 





Film industry here has scheduled deal with the Fox-West Coast cir- 


cuit. 
Rodgers may combine the trip 


\director of Rockefeller Center. with his semi-annual visit to the 
Eyssell was born in Kansas City studios, when he usually looks 


'Russell Independent Artists unit. and broke into film exhibition here, Ve" the new product being turned 


| starting as an usher at the Isis the. 0Ut. Whether he’ll have to make a 


atre in 1918 
' school. 
Fox-Midwest 


while still in high 


Amusement 


| 


second trip before the year’s end 
depends on how many new pictures 


Co. are far enough along in production 


prez Elmer C. Rhoden is general for him to see. 


‘chairman of the affair. 


Co-chair- | 


j 
| 


M-G sales chief hasn’t decided 


of Charlotte, . 


“Lillie of Six-Shooter Junction.” 

Frost also plans six low-budget 
pictures during 1948-49, the first 
being “Of All People.” 


__ Svigals has been with Goldwyn 
‘for the past 2'2 years as aide to 
‘Arthur Sachson, general _ sales- 
manager. He is being succeeded 
‘by Michael Giordano, 


/men include Ben Shlyen, Arthur Yet whether he'll eall his division 
Cole and Senn Lawler. Invitations ™anagers and their assistants to 
are to be sent to homeoifice and huddle with him on the Coast as 
‘studio execs, as well as to exhib he did last year. That, too, will be 
‘Jeaders throughout the country. ‘decided upon his arrival. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 1, 1948 





L. A. Hot But Not Biz; Pitfall’ Brisk 
$42,000, 2 Guys’ Hep 606, ‘Glory’ 326, 


Hampton Boosts ‘Spoilers Big 286 ° wzzx-rezzwn, 


Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 

Belated warm weather has_ar- 
rived here, clipping many pictures 
with light staying power. 
ever, two new bills indicate hefty 
takes. “Two Guys From Texas” 
looks nice $60,000 in three thea- 
tres. “Pitfall,” another teeing off 
briskly, is shaping to land a solid 
$42,000 in four small-seaters. 

“Mickey” and “Hangman’s 
Noose” is scraping bottom with 
about $18,000 in five sites. “Be- 
yond Glory” logks merely okay 
with $32,000 in two Paramount 
houses. Third week of 
Parade” is pleasing $29,506 and 
holds three extra days before 
“Date With Judy” bows on Sept. 
3. Second frame of “Lady in 
Ermine” shapes slow $30,000 in 
five houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Mickey” (EL) and “Hangman’s 


“Easter | 


|“Gallant Legion” (Rep) (2d run), 
with Sweethearts Rhythm and Joe 
| Liggins’ Honeydrippers, good $17,- 


| Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—‘Mickey” (EL) and “Hang- 
,man’s Noose” (EL). Scant $7,500. 
| Last week, “Happened One Night” 
i(Col) and “Penny Serenade” (Col) 
(reissues) (6 days), only $7,100. 
Palace (D’town) (1,224: 60-$1)— 
'*Pearl” (RKO) (2d wk). Good 
(Continued on page 22) 


‘Liner’ Luxurious 


$12,000 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 31. 
Most downtown houses are rack- 


How- | 200 








Noose” (EL). Oke $2,500. Last 
week, “Happened One Night” (Col) | 


and “Penny Serenade” (Col) (re- | weeks. Cooling systems are over-| “Drums” 
jcoming late summer heat wave. | $7,000. 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S-| “Paradine Case” is topping the) 


issues) (6 days), $3,000. 


Corwin-Lesser) (826; 60-$1)—‘Pit- 
fall” (UA). Dull $3,000. Last week, 
“Urubu” (UA) and “Train Al- 
catraz” (Rep) (2d wk), $2,400. 


Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
“King Gamblers” (Rep) (2d wk). | 
Slim $3,500. Last week, medium 
$7,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“Lady Ermine” (20th) and 
“King Gamblers” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Mild $7,500. Last week, just okay 


(FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Mickey” (EL) and’ “Hangman’s 
Noose” (EL). Dull $3,000. Last 
week, “Happened One Night” (Col) 
and “Penny Serenade” (Col) (re- 
issues) (6 days), $3.500. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— | — 


“Two Guys From Texas” (WB) and | 
“Embraceable You” (WB). Solid 
$23,000. Last week, “Life With 
Father” (WB) and “Heart Virginia” 
(Rep) (2d wk-5 days), $8,600. 
Downtown Music Hall (Corwin- 
Lesser) (872; 60-$1) — “Pitfall” 
(UA). Big $19,000 or near. Last) 
week, “Urubu” (UA) and “Train 
=. (Rep) (2d wk), good $8,- 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d wk). 
aa $8,500. Last week, hefty $12,- 


El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Mickey” (EL) and “Hangman’s 
Noose” (EL). Slight $2,500. Last 
week, “Happened One Night” (Col) 
and “Penny Serenade” (Col) (re- 
issues) (6 days), $3,500. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—“‘On Approval” (Indie) and 
“Jeannie” (Indie). Near okay 
$2,500. Last week, “Story of Tosca” 
(Indie) (2d wk), mild $1,800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—“The Pearl” (RKO) (2d wk). 
— $5,000. Last week, good 


$6,200. 
Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—‘Pea- 


ing nice biz even though on second 


newcomers. Other new bills in- 
clude “Luxury Liner” and “Walls 
of Jericho,” both solid. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) 


000. Last week, 
(RKO), satisfactory $12,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). Pleas- 
ing $9,500 trailing sock $17,000 
preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Luxury Liner’ (M-G). Big $12,- 
000. Last week, “Search” (M-G) 
and “Night at Opera” (M-G) (re- 
issue), good $9,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 

“Walls of Jericho” 
Femme lure bringing fancy $11,- 
500. Last week, 


$6,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO). (m.o.) split 
with “Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 
Squadron” (FC) (reissues). Average 
$5,000. Last week, “Foreign Affair” 
(Par) (m.o.), okay $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“Coroner Creek” (Col). Sturdy 
$13,000. Last week, “Tap Roots” 
(U), lofty $17,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75) — 
“Tap Roots” (U) (m.o.). Moderate 
$5,500. Last week, “Lady in Er- 
mine” (20th) (m.o.), six days, dis- 
appointing $4,000. 


D.C. Beats Heat Wave; 
‘Yankee’-Revue Terrif 
366, ‘Velvet’ Hep 186 


Washington, Aug. 31. | 











body and Mermaid” (U) and “Dare- 
devils Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk). Light | 
$2,500. Last week, pleasant $4,600. | 

Hawaii (G&S - Corwin - Lesser) 
(1,106; 60-$1) — “Pitfall’’ (UA). 
Stout $8,500. Last week, “Urubu” 
(UA) and “Train Alcatraz” (Rep) 
(2d wk), $2,500. 

Hellywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB) and “Em- 
braceable You” (WB). Solid 
$19,000. Last week, “Life Father” 
(WB) and “Heart Virginia” (Rep) 
(2d wk-9 days), $9,500. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Corwin- 
Lesser) (475; 60-85) — “Pitfall” 
(UA). Fine $6,500. Last week, 
“Urubu” (UA) and “Train Alca- 
traz” (Rep) (2d wk), good $3,000. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 85) — “Pea- 

and Mermaid” (U) and “Dare- 
devils Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Down to $2,500. Last week, nice 
$5,200 


Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85) — 
“Ninotchka” (M-G) (reissue). Good 
$4,500. Last week, “Raven” (In- 
die) and “Lover’s Return” (Indie) 
(4th wk), $2,300. 

Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; 


60-$1)—“‘Lady Ermine” (20th) and | 000 


“King Gamblers” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Dull $10,500. Last week, moderate 
$21,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d 
Mg Neat $12,500. Last week, fast 


300. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1) — 
“Lady Ermine” (20th) and “King 
Gamblers” (Rep) ‘2d wk). Light 
$5,000. Last week, fair $7,600. 

_ Million Dollar (D’town) (2,093; 
50-85)—“‘Sea Spoilers” (WB) (reis- 
ste) with Lionel Hampton orch on 


Blistering weather, which was | 
expected to knock the bottom out | 
of show biz here, worked in reverse, 
boosting the boxoffice in the big, 
air cooled houses. General tempo 
was up over recent Weeks, with 
“A Southern Yankee,” at Capitol, 
bolstered by “Going Native,” an- 
nual stage revue of local talent, 
topped the town with a near-rec- 
ord total. Biggest disappointment 
is “Time of Life” at Palace. Mild 
despite crix acclaim. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Southern Yankee” (M-G) plus 
“Going Native’ revue on stage. 
Smash $36,000, almost as hot as 
weather. Last week, “Date With 
Judy” (M-G) plus vaude, fine 
$24,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—‘Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d run). 
Above average $8,000. Last week, 
“Hatter’; Castle” (Par), disappoint- 
ing $7,500 for Ist run. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO). Stout $18,- 


(SRO) (3d wk), exceptional $15,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—‘“‘Lulu Belle” (Col). Dull $6,500. 
Last week, “God’s Country and 
Woman” (WB) (reissue), okay 
$6,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Time of Life” (UA). Disappoint- 
ing $17,000, despite kudos from 
crix. Last week, “Walls of Jericho” 
(20th), ditto. 

Warner (WB) (2,154: 44-74)— 
“Pitfall” (UA). Solia $18,000. Last 
week, “Life With Father” (WB). 





stage. Fancy $28,000. Last week, 


so-so $15,000 at pop prices. 


(3,100; 50-75) —!| 
“Paradine Case” (SRO). Solid $16.- | 
“Velvet Touch” | 


(20th). | 


Last week, “Mr. Blandings” | $ 


‘Babe Ruth’ Hits Great 
$15,000 in Mild Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 31. ° 
“Babe Ruth Story” locks to hit 
terrific $15,000 at Orpheum despite 
/heat here. Biz otherwise is very 
| “Walls of Jericho” looks 





' Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“Babe Ruth Story” 
and ‘‘Winner’s Circle” (20th). Huge 
$15,000. Last week, “Canon City” 
(EL) and “Here Comes Trouble’”’ 
(UA), smash $15,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Walls of Jericho” (20th). 
Okay $10,000 is all. Last week, 
“Date With Judy’ (M-G), $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
“The Pirate” (M-G) and “The Dar- 
|ing Young Man” (Col). Only 
' $3,000. Last week, “Are You With 
| It’ (U) and “Casbah” (U), $3,000. 
| Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
|— “Life With Father” (WB): and 
|“‘Where North Begins” (SG). Okay 
| $9,000. Last week, “Blandings” 
(SRO) (m.o) and “Web of Danger” 
(Rep), $9,800. 


| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 


'“Good Sam” (RKO). Opens Sept. 
1. Last week, “Bring "Em Back 
| Alive” (RKO) (reissue) and “Secret 
| Service Investigator” (Rep) split 
with “Four Feathers” (FC) and 
(FC) (reissues), nice 





' 
j 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 31. 
“Canon City” looks like leader 
i this week with sturdy session at 
the Stanley, biz not being bad in | 
view of oppressive heat and local 
| baseball madness. ‘‘Larceny” also 
|is faring stoutly at the Harris. 
| Elsewhere it’s mostly holdover, | 
| with trade way off from opening | 
| weeks. 
Estimates for This Week | 
| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76) — | 








4as' “Peabody and|«a & C. Meet Frankenstein” (U) | (2d wk). Nice $10,000 after $19,000 | 
Mermaid” (U) (2d wk), all right | (24 wk). Solid $8,000 after sen-| first stanza. 


|sational $15,000 opening week. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— | 
'“Larceny” (U). Doing very well | 
'with about $14,000. Last week, | 
|““Texas, Brooklyn, Heaven” (UA), | 
pulled after five days with only | 
$7,000. | 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) | 
—‘Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d wk). | 


/Good $11,000 after big $19,000 


opener. 
Ritz (Loew's) (800; 44-76)— | 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (m.o.). For | 
fifth week downtown, it looks stout , 
$2,500 after big $4,000 last week. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— | 
“Sign of Ram” (Col) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col). Okay $3,000. Last 
week, “Black Arrow” (Col) (m.o.), | 
about same. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
“Canon City” (EL). Sturdy $16,000 
or over, not half bad considering 
oppressive heat and local baseball 
madness. Last week, “Foreign 
Affair” .Par) (2d wk), big $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)— 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
Got only $4,000 in 4 days of hold- 
over after good $10,000 opener. 


‘ROOTS’ TAPS FRISCO 
FOR SOLID $30,000 


San Francisco, Aug. 31. 

Batch of holdovers and failure of 
some new product to measure up 
is making this a rather lukewarm 
week. Standout is “Tap Roots,” 
with solid total in two theatres. 
“Escape” is vary disappointing at 
the Warfield, while “Pitfall” fell off 
sharply in second week at United 
Artists. “Crusades,” on reissue, 
will give Paramount a strong ses- 
sion. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65- 
'$1)—“Velvet Touch” (RKO) (2d 
\wk). Down to $11,000. Last week, 
‘disappointing $14,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘“Mr. 
Blanding” (SRO) (2d wk). Nice 
$16,000 or near. Last week, sock 
28,000. 


Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Escape” (20th). Fair $14,000 or 
less. Last week, “Walls of Jericho” 
(20th), husky $18,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue). Strong 
$18,000. Last week, “Mickey” (EL) | 











fine $19,000. | 


“Foreign Affairs” (Par) (5th wk). 
Last week, strong $14,500. | 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
'55-85—“Tap Roots” (U). Solid) 
j (Continued on page 22) 








(Mono) | 


‘Canon’ Loud 166 | 


| 
| —‘*Lady 
} 


Bambino Busts Heat At 


plus Lois Butler p.a.’s at all shows, ' robust $6,000. 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— Midwest) (2,100, 2.043, 700: 45-65) 


Spitalny Ups ‘City’ to Good $30,000, 4 
 Mipls.; Letter’ Dull 76, ‘Velvet’ 106 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..... $2,404,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 201 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .......$3,323,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 204 
| theatres). 


| 








St. Loo Dates Up 
‘Judy, Big $25, 


St. Louis, Aug. 31. 
Influx of about 50,000 delegates 
to Veterans of Foreign Wars con- 


vention is giving biz at big cinemas 
a slight tilt this round. Tough fight 








\that Cardinals are putting up for | 
| National League pennant is hurting | 


| this session since N. Y. Giants and 
'“Date With Judy” is standout with 
a big total at Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) | 
in Ermine” (20th) and 
'“Night Wind” (20th). Oke $18,000. | 
Last week, ‘“‘Walls Jericho” (20th) 


— * 
In Torrid Pitt |and “The Creeper’’ (20th), $16,000. | 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
“Dream Girl” (Par) and “Embrace- 
able You” (WB) Good $20,000. Last | 
week, “Melody Time” (RKO) and 
“Strawberry Roan” (Col), $21,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— | 
“Date With Judy” (M-G) and 
“Gentleman from Nowhere” (Col). 
Big $25,000. Last week, “Para- 
dine Case” (SRO) and “Romance of 
Silverado” (Col), $19,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,000: 50-75)— | 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) and| 
“Street No Name’ (20th) (m.o.) | 





Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Paradine Case’ (SRO) and “Ro- | 
mance of Silverado” (Col) (m.o.). | 
Trim $7,500. ‘Last week, “Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) and “Close-Up” 
(EL) (m.o.), great $14,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“The Crusades” (reissue) (Par) 
and “Hatter’s Castle” (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to $5,000 following big 
$10,000 first session. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Life With Father’ (WB) and 
“Michael O’Halloran” (Mono) (m.o.) 
(2d wk). Fast $4,500 after $6,500 
for initial showing. 





$24,000 in K.C.; ‘Velvet’ 
Nice 136, ‘Life’ Oke 166 


, Kansas City, Aug. 31. 
Timely booking of “Babe Ruth 
Story” into Tower-U ptown-Fairway 
trio of houses will land smash ses- 
sion, biggest money for these 
houses in months. “Velvet Touch” 
at the RKO-Orpheum and “Time of 
Your Life” at the Midland both are 
topping the average for nice money. 
Heat is no help at bo., bringing 
some steady 90-degree figures. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—‘‘Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) (m.o.). 
Average $3,500. Last week, “Tower 
of London” (FC) and “Man Who 
Reclaimed His Head” (FC) (reis- 
sues), same. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Time of Life’ (UA) and “Frieda” 
(U). Looks for moderately good 
$16,000. Last week, “Paradine 
Case” (SRO) went 9 days for 
sturdy $19,000 but under expecta- 
tions. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) and “Ex- 
posed” (Rep). Nice $13,000 or over. 
Last week, “Life With Father” 
(WB) (2d wk), buxom $12,000 at 
regular scale. 

i Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 

Foreign Affair” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fancy $11,000. Last week, solid 
$16,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) (2d wk). 
Second film in under new first run 
policy. Trim $5,000. Last ‘week, 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 


—“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono). 
Arrives at just the right time, and 
cashing in with sock $24,000. Cer- | 
tain to go a second. Last week, | 


“Feudin’, Fussin’” (U), fine $17,000. | 





Brooklyn have been in same week. | the draw here is going to this big 


a Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

{ Combination of strong attrac. 
tions and State Fair week is giving 
the box-office a shot in the arm 
| here this session. Summer’s second 

|bad torrid wave and weekend 

| showers are handicaps Phil Spital- 
ny’s “Hour of Charm” band on the 
| Radio City stage, is boosting “Big 
City” to a nice week. A really 
| powerful draw is “The Search” at 
smal! World. Only fairish returns 
loom for “The Velvet Touch” and 
“Letter From Unknown Woman” 
looks very dull. 

Estimate for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70) — 
| “Escape” (20th). Good $7,000. Last 
week, “Crusades” (Par) (reissues) 
okay $8,000 in 9 days. . 
| Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40-50) — 
“Slave Ship” (20th) and “Frontier 
|Marshall” (20th) (reissues). Great 
$5,000. Last week, “The Hunted” 
|(Mono) and 
(Rep), light $3,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
“Street No Name” (20th) (3d wk). 
Okay $5,000 after good $6,000 
preceding canto. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400: 50-80)— 
“Big City” (M-G) and Phil Spitalny 
orch on stage. All credit for 








stage layout. Was theatre’s biggest 
magnet when last here a year ago 


| and is still tops, although rain and 


heat held down opening night's 
trade. Looks good at $30,000. Last 
week, “On Merry Way” (UA), fair 
$13,000. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) _ (2,800; 
50-70) — “Velvet Touch” (RKO). 
Fairish $10,000 in prospect. Las 
week, “Tap Roots” (U), g 
| $13,000. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Tap Roots” (U) (m.o.). Still going 
great guns at $9,000. Last week, 
“Key Largo” (WB) (3d wk), okay 
$5,500, giving it fine $33,000 for 
three loop weeks, two of them at 
Orpheum. 

State (RKO) (2,300; 56-70) — 
“Letter Unknown Woman” (U). 
Thin $7,000 in 6 days; yanked. Last 
week, “On Island With You” (M-G), 


$12,000. 
(Par) (1,000; 44-60) — 


Uptown 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). First 


|/nabe showing. Mild $3,500. Last 


week, “Mr. Blandings’ (SRO), big 
$5,000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)—“‘The 
Search” (M-G). Spectacular $6,000, 
biggest here in years. Last week, 
“Mine Own Executioner” (20th), 
fair $2,000. 


‘House’ Sturdy $25,000, 
Denver; ‘Forest’ $7,000 


Denver, Aug. 31. 

“Blandings Builds Dream 
House,” getting top coin here this 
week, is easily outstanding. It is 
big in ai! three spots where play- 
ing. Favorabi2 outdoor weather is 
not hurting biz too much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; ;35-74)— 
“Life With <‘ather’ (WB) and 
“Wallflower” (WB) (m.o.). Big $5.- 
000. Last week, “Abbott-Costello 





Meet Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th) (m.o.), 
$3,000. 


Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—“Part of Forest” (U). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Best Years” (RKO) 
(9th wk), fair $7,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Foreign Affair’ (Por) (3d wk). 
Down to $8,000. Last week, okay 
$10,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Blandings Dream House” (SRO), 
also Esquire, Webber. Nice $18,000. 
Last week, “Life With Father 
(WB) and “Wallflower” (WB), good 
$16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Blandings” (SRO), also Denver, 
Webber. Big $4,000. Last week, 
“Life With Father’ (WB) and 
“Wallflower” (WB), $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“On Island With You” (M-G) and 
“Guns of Hate” (RKO) (2d wk). Off 
to mild $10,000. Last week, big 
$19,000. : 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Dude Goes West” (Mono) and 
“Smart Woman” (Mono). Nice 
$11,000. Last, week, ‘Man-Eater 
Kumaon” (U) and “Wouldn't Be in 
Shoes” (Mono), $9,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘‘ Ab- 
bott-Costello Meet Frankenstein 
(U) (m.o.). Good $3,500. Last week, 
“Will It Happen Again” (FC) and 
“Argyle Secrets” (FC), $2,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Blandings” (SRO), also Denver, 
Esquire. Fine $3,000. Last week, 
“Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U) and 
“Wouldn’t Be in Shoes” (Mono), 
$2,000. 
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Chi Gets Break Via 
Co. Fair; ‘Roots’ T 


Railroad Show, 
aps Rich $23,000, 


‘Triumph’ Smart 166, 2 Guys’ Fair 156 





Chicago, Aug. 31. +4 


Although heat wave blanketed 


the city. with no signs of let-up, | 


out-of-town visitors for the Rail-| 
road and Cook County Fairs kept | 
Loop house ticket takers busy in | 


most locations. However, some | 
downtown spots suffered, reporting | 
some of lowest grosses in months. | 

Chicago held over the disk 
jockey revue with two new acts and 
should hit terrif $52,000 for third | 
week. Due to two-week limitation | 
on films showing in B&K houses, | 
management had to pull “Give My 
Regards to Broadway” and brought 
in “Dream Girl’ for this week. 
“Tap Roots” at Palace looks tidy 
$23,000. “Hollow Triumph,” at 
United Artists, backed by bally 
built around local author, looks | 
smart $16,000. “Two Guys From | 
Texas” at Roosevelt is below aver- 
age with $15,000. 

“Raw Deal” at Apollo caught 
strong-word-of-mouth and _ leads 
second-week product with sharp 
$9,500. ‘Lady in Ermine” at 
Oriental with Monica Lewis and | 
Page Cavanaugh Trio should get | 
satisfactory $42,000. ““Man-Eater of | 
Kumaon” at Grand appears de- 
cent. with $12,000 for first held- 
over round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) 1,400; 50-98)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) (2d wk). Reach- | 
ing for big $9,500. Last week, 
$13,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Dream Girl’ (Par) (1st wk) with 
third week of disk jockey show on 
stage. Sock $52,000. Last week, 
“Regards to Broadway” (20th) (2d 
wk), $57,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
“Blood and Sand” (20th) (reissue). 
Neat $8,500. Last week, “Thunder- 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....... $638,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Last Year ........$886,000 
{Basea@ on 18 theaires) 


Sam’ Mighty Good 











$15,000, Buff. Ace 


Buffalo, Aug. 31. 
Trade is sagging all over this 
week. Standout looks to be “Good 
Sam” at Century with nice session. 
“Lady in Ermine” looks none too 
strong at the Buffalo. 


- Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
“Fighting Back” (20th). Good 
$14,000. Last week, “Life With 
Father” (WB), $13,000 at pop scale. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—‘‘Deep Waters” (20th) and “Meet 
Me at Dawn” (20th). Oke $13,000. 
Last week, “Foreign Affair’ (Par), 
$13,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—‘For- 
eign Affair” (Par) (m.o.). Good $6,- 
500. Last week, “Paradine Case” 
(SRO) (m.o.), $7,200. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Life 
With Father” (WB) (m.o.). Trim 
$4,500. Last week, 
Jericho” (20th) and “‘Winner’s Cir- 
cle” (20th) (m.o.), $3,800. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Feudin,’ Fussin’” (U), and “Man- 


hoof” (Col) and “16 Fathoms Deep” eater of Kumaon” (U). Nice $13,- 


(Mono) (2d wk), $8,000. | 000. 


Last week, “Black Arrow” 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-95)— (Col) and “Trapped by Blackie” 
“Man-Eater Kumaon” (U) (2d wk). | (Col), solid $16,000. 


Decent looking $12,000. Last week, | 


Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Lady in Ermine” (20th) with 
Monica Lewis and Page Cavanaugh 
Trio on stage (2d wk). Nifty 
$42,000. Last week, $50,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Tap Roots” (U). Opened strongly 
and should do fine $23,000. Last 
week, “Abbott-Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (2d wk), big $25,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB). Below par 
at $15,000 or less. Last week, “Life 
With Father” (WB) (2d wk), fine 
$13,500. . 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—Walls of Jericho” (20th) (2d wk). 
Light $15,000 probable. Last week, 


$19,000. 
_ United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98) — “Hollow Triumph” (EL). 


Smart $16,000. Last week, “Sum- 
mer Holiday” (M-G) (2d wk), $8,500. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Excellent $23,000. Last week, 
$27,000. f 
World (Indie) (587; 77)—“Life, 
Loves of Tschaikowsky” (Indie) 


(3d wk). Tasty $4,000. Last week, | 


$4,500. 


Heat Sloughs Hub But © 
‘Judy’ Rousing $38,000; 
Father’ Not So Big 196 


Boston, Aug. 31. 

Terrific heat wave has knocked 
out the populace, resulting in big 
biz slump. Nearby beaches are the 
big draw. Most satisfactory opener 
is “Date With Judy” at Orp eum 
and uptown State. “Hamlet” con- 
tinues big despite the heat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,300; 90-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U). Hefty $23,000 after 
sock $24,000 first week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) and 
“Wouldn't Be in Shoes” (Mono). 
Mild $16,000. Last week, “Return 
Bad Men” (RKO) and “Campus 
Sleuth” (Mono), fairly good $19,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Coun- 
terfeiters” (20th). Weak $3,000. 
Last week, “Antoine and An- 
toinette” (Indie) and “The Search 
(M-G), okay $3,800 second week. 

Fenway (MP) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Walls Jericho” (20th) and 
“Michael O’Halloran” (Mono). Thin 





$5,500. Last week, “Key Largo” | 


(WB) and “Shanghai Chest” 
(Mono), $6,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) and 
(Continued on page 22) 


Robust $15,000 or over. Last week, 


| “Velvet Touch” (RKO) and ‘“Mys- 


| 500 in 9 days. 


AGC Lively $14,000 In 
L’ville Despite Heat; 
Father’ Sock $10,000 


Louisville, Aug. 31. 
Business is spotty this week, not 
being helped much by the current 
torrid spell. When the temperature 
hits 98 here, patrons won’t come 
dowtown to gander a film. Two 








best figures in weeks. Mary Ander- 
'son with “Life With Father” at 
‘regular prices, and National with 
“Abbott and Costello Meet Frank- 
enstein” are the bright spots, both 
being strong. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65)—“Foreign Affair” (Par) and 
“Big Town Scandal” (Par), (2d wk) 
(m.o.). Medium $3,500. Last week, 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th) (2d wk), 
good $3,000. : 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—"“Empire Waltz” (Par) and “Blon- 
die’s Reward” (Col). Fair $3,000. 
| Last week, “On Island With You” 
| (M-G) and “Mating of Millie” (Col), 
$3,300. 
| Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 

45-65) —“‘Life With Father’ (WB). 
_ At regular prices, this one is fetch- 
ing sock $10,000, best stanza house 
| has had in weeks. Last week, ‘Lulu 
Belle” (Col), puny $4,000. 


| National (Standard) (2,400; 45-65) 
_—“A & C Meet Frankenstein” (U) 
and “Close Up’ (EL). A natural 
‘for this house. Sturdy $14,000. 
Last week, “Casbah” (U) and 
“Open Secret” (EL), mild $6,000. 
| Rialte (FA) (3,400; 45-65) — 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and “Mys- 
tery in Mexico” (RKO). Fair $12,- 
000. Last week, “Foreign Affair” 
(Par) and “Big Town Scandal” 
|(Par), excellent $15,000. . 
State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Time of Life’ (UA) and “Gentle- 
'man From Nowhere” (Col). Slow 
| $10,000. Last week, “Summer 
Holiday” (M-G) and “The Search” 
(M-G), fair $12,000. 
Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
and “Walt Disney Festival” (RKO). 
Moderate $5,500. Last week, 
“Mickey” (EL) and “Enchanted 
| Valley” (EL), $6,000. 





20th Century (20th Century) (3.- | 
$15,000. '000: 40-70)—“Good Sam” (RKO). 


tery in Mexico” (RKO), neat $14,- 


houses, however, are riding out the | 
/ heat, and will come up with the 


INDPLS. WAY OFF BUT 
STREET’ OKE $12,000 


Indianapolis, Aug. 31. 

Record-breaking heat cut first- 
run film biz back to modest levels 
at deluxers here this week. “Street 
With No Name,” is doing average 
| trade for the Indiana but is town’s 
| best grosser. “Paradine Case” is 
|fair at Loew’s. 
| Estimates for This Week 


| Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
'65) — “Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed 

No Tears” (EL). Tepid $8,500. Last 
| week, “Life With Father” (WB), 
| solid $13,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
i“Street No Name” (20th) and 
| “Winner’s Circle” (20th). Oke $12.,- 
000. Last week, “Tap Roots” (U), 
hefty $15,000. 
| Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65) — 
|“Life With Father” (WB) (m.o.). 





Girl” (Par) and “Wouldn't Be In 
Shoes” (Mono) (m.o.), tepid $3,000. 


“Paradine Case’ (SRO) and “Blon- 

'die’s Reward” (Col). Average $11,- 
000. Last week, “Time of Life” 
|{UA) and “Trapped By Blackie” 
| (Col). $12,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“Tap 
Roots” (U) (m.o.). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, “Mating of Millie” (Col) 
and “Strawberry Roan” (Col), nice 
$7,000. 


Time’ Fast $13,000 
Best Cleve. Entry 








} Cleveland, Aug. 31. 


Record-high heat spell is _pro- 
ducing some sticky grosses here, 
yet “Time Of Your Life” at State 


“Walls of!and “That Lady in Ermine” at 


| Hipp look okay. “Mr. Blandings” 
shapes a strong holdover for Palace, 
,as does “Canon City” at Allen. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Canon City” (EL) (2d wk). Fast 


$12,500 after swell $15,500 last 


| week. 


| Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 55-70)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th). Extra 
good $17,000. Last week, “Life 
With Father” (WB), oke $15,500. 


| Lower Mall (Community) (570; 
55-70)—‘‘Mine Own Executioner” 
(20th). Slow $3,800. Last week 
“Bad Sister” (U), weak $2,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Man-Eater. of Kumaon” (U). Good 
$6,500. Last week, ‘“Saboteur” 
| (Indie) and “I Cover the War’ 
| 


_ 





(Indie), nice $8,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
| Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (2d wk). 
Smart $18,000 after excellent $24,- 
| 000 last week. 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)— 
|“Time of Life’ (UA). Bright $18,- 


| 000. Last week, “Meet Franken- | 


stein” (U), big $24,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70) 
_—‘“Meet Frankenstein” (U) (m.o.). 
Solid $16,000. Last week, “Date 
With~Judy” (M-G) (m.o.), $12,000. 


Nice $5,000. Last week, “Dream | 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)—_ 





Record-breaking heat past week 
, wilted business at Broadway first-! 
| runs, despite the launching of five 


|new bills. Mercury soared to near 
| 101 Thursday (26), hottest day of 
| year, and 99 degrees on Friday and 
| Saturday. Theatres began taking 
|it on the chin Thursday although 
Wednesday was unseasonably hot. 
Temperature moderated to around 
92 high on Sunday (29) but the 
exodus to the outdoor spots took 
| thousands of potential customers 
away for the prize Saturday-Sun- 
| day dates. Break in the heat wave 
Monday (30) and yesterday (Tues.) 
is helping to brighten the future 
outlook. 


Top coin of newcomers is going | 
to the Roxy, with “Lady in Er-} 
mine” and stageshow headed by | 
Frances Langford-Jon Hall, Jerry | 
Colonna, Harmonicats and iceshow. | 
|For eight days (opened Tuesday, | 
| Aug. 24) of first stanza, this looks 
ito reach big $129,000 or better. | 
Strong starting gait was pared by | 
| blistering heat beginning Thurs- | 

ay. 


} 





| Best straight-filmer is “Rope” at 
| Globe. Looks to hit smash $50,000. | 
| James Stewart starrer has played 
to lines from opening gun, and is | 
being helped by $1.20 or higher 
;matinee scale even on weekdays. 
| “Tap Roots” also is doing sur- | 
prisingly strong business in view | 
of heat, with fancy $35,000 likely | 
|for first week at Criterion. How- 
ever, “Two Guys From Texas” with 
|radio giveaway show, “Winner 
| Take All” on stage is getting a dis- 
mal $40,000 or under at Strand. 

“Velvet Touch,” which got off to 
a rousing start by opening on 
| Tuesday (24) night, looks to wind 
|up first stanza with very sturdy | 
| $39,000 at Rivoli. Bandbox Rialto | 
| shapes barely okay $9,000 in eight | 
|days with “Forbidden Love” and 
“Girl From Paris.” 

Many holdovers and extended 
|runs suffered from hot weather. 
\“Date With Judy” at Music Hall 
| slipped to $133,000 in fourth week 
| as against $151,000 in third. Cap- 
\itol also was clipped, “Pitfall” and 
| stagebill headed by Dick Powell 
and Dick Jurgens band, breaking ' 


! 








below initial week’s figure. Para- 
mount, Winter Garden, Mayfair 
and State also were heat victims. 

“Sorry, Wrong Number” with 
Carmen Cavallaro band, Larry 


today (Wed.) at Paramount. “Loves 
of Carmen” comes into the State 
tomorrow (Thurs.) after nine great 
weeks with “Easter Parade.” 
Winter Garden launches “Larceny” 
| Friday (3). 
Estimates heey This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (6th 
| wk). Fifth round ended Monday 
(30) held up nicely in view of | 
‘weather with $18,000 after fine 








Sol Melts Det. Biz Albeit ‘Glory’ 
- Snappy $26,000; “Back Alive’ $15,000 


Detroit, Aug. 31. 
It’s not the heat but that biz in 
'general here is so slow. Merc 
‘has been flirting with the high 
nineties all week and cash cus- 
|tomers have been lolling at the 
beaches, with a fair share parked 
in drive-ins to show a none-too- 
| good effect on trade downtown. 
_ Best draw this week is “Beyond 
Glory” at the Michigan. “Canon 
City,”’ Fox holdover, also is satis- 
factory. Others are merely fair. 
| Estimates for This Week 
' Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Nice $6,000, compared with satis- 
‘factory. $7,000 for sixth. 
_ Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
—"Spectre of Rose” (Rep) and 
| “Beauty and Beast” (Indie). Con- 
tinuing good $3,000 or over as was 
| opener. 


amare e. 


Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates as re- 
| ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage, hence the 
, estimated figures are net in- 
/ come. 
The parenthetic admission 
rices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 














| Broadway -Capitol (United-De- 
troit) (3,300; 70-95)—“Bring ’Em 
Back Alive” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Design for Death” (RKO) along 
_ with personal appearance of Frank 
Buck. Good $15,000. Last week, 
“Train to Alcatraz’ (Rep) and 
“King of Gamblers” (Rep) plus 
stageshow featuring Bela Lugosi, 
Rose Murphy, Harry Babbitt, Larry 
Paige orch, disappointing $20,000. 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 


and “The Invaders” (Col) (reissues). 


sharply to $72,000, about $20,000 | 


Storch heading stageshow opens | f 


95)—“Commandos at Dawn” (Col) , $80 


‘Ermine -Langford-Hall-Colonna 
Stout $129,000 Despite N. Y. Heat: 
‘Rope Smash 50G, Roots Rich 356 


$19,700 for fourth _ session, 
Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—*“Pitfall” (UA) plus Dick Powell 
and Dick Jurgens orch heading 
stageshow (2d wk). Heat pushing 
this around with barely nice 
$72,000 likely for initial holdover 
stanza; first hit very big $92,500, 
in line with expectancy. Stays. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
$1.65)—“Tap Roots” (U) (2d wk). 
First week Yooks to hit $35,000, 
very fine in view of blistering 
weather. This was hurt badly 
Friday and over’ weekend just 
when it was going along stoutly. 
In ahead, fourth week of “Abbott- 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” (U) 
was okay $15,000. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—Rope” (WB). First week end- 
ing today (Wed.), looks to soar to 
smash $50,000 or near, especially 
big in view of weather panera 
Crix praise and long, elaborate ad- 
vance bally helped this. Stays on 
indef. Last five days of “Escape” 
(20th) in second week was dim 
$6,000. House currently is getting 
high scale in afternoon, and -has 
been having lines ever since 
“Rope” opened despite heat. 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) 
—‘*Race Street” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Sliding off sharply to thin $14,000 
in first holdeyer rouna after sturdy 
$25,000 in opener which ender Fri- 
day. Stays. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95) — 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Wall- 
flower” (WB) (2d runs). Opens to- 
day (Wed.). Last week, ‘Melody 
Time” (RKO) and “Return Bad 
Men” (RKO) (2d runs), fairly nice 
$10,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) 
with Carmen Cavallare orch, Larry 


Storch, and the Martin’ Bros.’ 


heading stageshow. Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Beyond 
Glory” (Par) with Martha Tilton, 
Ray Eberle orch, Jan Murray (4th 
wk), pushed down by torrid 
weather to $50,000 albeit okay; 
third was nice $67,000. Was sec- 
ond round for Miss Tilton. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Date 
With Judy” (M-G) with “Jubilee” 
revue (4th wk). Still hold- 
ing remoatenlty well at big $133,000 
but off sharply from great $151,000 
or third. Stays a fifth and ppoaely 

. “Good Sam” (RKO) comes 
in next. : 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99)—“‘For- 
bidden Love” (Indie) and “Girl 
FromrParis” (Indie), For first frame 
of 8 days ending tonight (Wed.) 
got fairly good $9,000. House shut- 
ters tomorrow (Thurs.) for opening 
of “Sofia” (FC) Friday (3). Last 
four days of “Gung Ho” (FC) and 
“Eagle Squadron” (FC) (reissues) 
was $7,000. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—"‘Velvet Touch” (RKO) (2d 
wk). First week.ended last (Tues.) 
night went to very strong $39,000, 
including addition of Tuesday 
(24) business. In ahead, six days 
of fifth week for “Evil My Love” 
(Par) was okay $14,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) plus 
Frances Langford-Jon Hall, Jerry 
Colonna, Harmonicats, iceshow 
heading stagebill (2d wk). First 
week (8 days) ended last (Tues.) 
night was $129,000 or better, very 
stout although held back by heat. 
Crix generally lambasted film, 
with stageshow taking bows for 
strong showing. In ahead, “Walls 
of Jeri¢ho” (20th) with Dick 
Haymes, Tommy Trent and _ ice- 
show onstage (3d wk-6 days), fine 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 





Moderate $8,000. Last week, 
“Drums” (FC) and “Four Feathers” | 
(FC) (reissues), $7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-, 
95)—“Canon City” (EL) and “Re-' 
turn of Whistler” (Col) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $22,000 compared to 
fat $29,500 in first stanza. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,089; 70-95)— 
“Beyond Glory” (Par) and “Big. 
Town Scandal” (Par). Snappy $26,-. 
| 000. Last week, “Key Largo” (WB) 
‘and “Wallflower” (WB) (3d wk), 
fine $18,000. 

Palms-State (U-D) (2,716; 70-95) 
| “Panhandle” (Mono) and “Smart | 
Woman.” (Mono). Bright $20,000. | 
|Last week, “So Evil My Love” 
|(Par) and “Stage Struck” (Mono) | 
| (2d wk), good $15,000. 
| United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70- 
| 95)—“Time of Life” (UA) (2d wk). 





“Easter Parade” (M-G) (9th wk-8 
days). Slumped to $23,000 in final 
8 days after nice $25,000 for 
eighth round. “Loves of Carmen” 
(Col) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Two Guys from Texas” (WB) and 
“Winner Take All” radio show on- 
stage. First week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks highly disappointing 
at very thin $40,000. Record heat 
really clipped this opening Friday 
(27) and over weekend. Won’t be 
here long at current pace. Last 
week, “Key Largo” (WB) and 
Count Basie orch, $48,000, fancy in 
view of weather. 


Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 


$1.28),—“Mr. Peabody” (U) (3d- 


final wk). Off sharply to $8,000 or 
less in final frame ending tomor- 


Okay $18,000 after big $21,000 in row ‘Thurs.). “Larceny” (U) opens 


‘ first week. 


- 


| Friday (3). 
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“This ‘DATE WITH 

= JUDY’ line has been 
e. at Radio City Music 
<¥ Hall for 3 weeks and 


iy, each week is a new 








M-G-M high! 4th <amey 
week going strong!” 


es § 


,“It's got the 

\ . joy of youth! 

| 4 That’s why it =f SO 

so popular > a se 
TE 

from coast Ya) 


to coast.” 


“DATE WITH JUDY’ 














Wednesday, September 1, 1948 | 


“Everybody went to see 
‘DATE WITH JUDY’ 
but him. It’s a family 
picture for folks from 
6 to 60 and he didn't 


quite make it.” 





way 7 To Music npren ENTRANCE ot 
“ Block away! Line cimcies BLO 











M-G-M presents “A DATE WITH 


JUDY” starring WALLACE BEERY, 
JANE POWELL, ELIZABETH 


TAYLOR, CARMEN MIRANDA, 
XAVIER CUGAT and his Orchestra, 
ROBERT STACK * Color by TECH- 
NICOLOR © Screen Play by Dorothy 
Cooper and Dorothy Kingsley * Based 
on the Characters Created by Aleen 
Leslie «+ Directed by RICHARD 
THORPE + Produced by JOE 


PASTERNAK 











FAMILY PICTURE»: 


IS AMERICA: sme 
IC A S dicted the success — 
of "A DATE WITH JUDY” in 
) . an editorial’ The Family Touch” 
N O i i : T | nm Boxoffice Magazine. 
| e cd : 


M-G-M’s joyous Technicolor hit proves that 140 million 
Americans want entertainment for Mom, Pop and all the Kids! 
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Move to Expand German Film Industry “Y“*"* Nsv.nebn i 


Via Greater Accord With Russians 


Washington, Aug. 31. 


Revival of the German pfcture 
industry is under way, although 
slowly, with lack of studio space 
and current refusal to trade pic- 
tures between the Bizone and Rus- 
sian areas acting as the principal 
Drakes. 

The simpler, realistic types of 
pictures currently being done so 
well in Italy and France are be- 
ing emphasized and “a new film 
evcie is in vogue”, reports the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce. New, 
postwar stars, who did not figure 
in Nazi-made films, are also be- 
ginning to come to the fore, ac- 
cording te the survey released by 
Nathan D Golden, chief of Com- 
merce’s Motion Picture - Photo- 
graphic Branch, 

“Within the past 16 months,” 
states the report, “24 films have 
been produced — three in the 
United States zone, nine in the 
British zone, and 12 in the Rus- 


sian zone. This compares with an. 


average of 250 to 300 pictures 
produced annually in prewar 
years in Germany. 

“There have been many reasons 
why production has been slow, but 
the biggest obstacle has been the 
almest complete lack of studio 
space, particularly in the British 
zone. (The Russian camé off best; 
the big UFA studios at Babelsberg 
is in their zone.) 

“Another difficulty has been the 
shortage of raw film. Other short- 
ages exist in the supply of cam- 
eras, lights, technical equipment, 
and costumes. 

“The controversy over exchange 
of films between the Russians and 
the western zones has mot yet 
been resolved, and no films pro- 
duced in the U. S. zone have been 
offered for exchange with those 
made in the Russian zone. The 
British viewpoint is that the ex- 
change of films between the two 
zones should be encouraged, pri- 
marily to enable films produced 
in either zone to meet the produc- 
ing costs through the medium of 
the larger attendance made pos- 
sible under such a plan. With the 
limited number of copies printed, 
it is not possible to obtain a high 
enough return to meet cost of the 
films which are exhibited in the 
Bizone alone. However, if German 
audiences in the Russian zone aiso 
are given a chance to attend these 
films, it would be possible not 
only to break even but to realize 
a profit on many of these films. 

“One problem faced in bot 
zones is the shortage of theatres 
resulting from the monopoly by 
the occupying forces of the best 
theatres in each of the larger 
cities.” e- 

During the first 18 months of 
production, the British and Amer- 
icans developed a sharp difference 
of opinion on three points: (1) ex- 


change of films with the Russians, | 
with the British strongly in favor | 
of such exchanges; (2) German ex-. 


port procedure, with the British 
adopting a more liberal policy; 
and (3) production methods, with 
the British favoring the simpler 
and more realistic type of story 
and treatment. 
Other Countries 

Other countries on which the 
Commerce Department reported 
today: 

Portugal: Rumors persist that 


authorities will establish an im-| 


port distribution quota system for 
foreign films. In addition, there 
is still a possibility that theatres 
eauipped with stages will be or- 
dered to include a minimum 
amount of “live” entertainment in 
their bills. Four short documen- 
taries are being produced in Por- 
tugal with the help of financial 
support by the Government. Coun- 


try has upwards of 300 theatres 


in operations. 

Colombia: While no quotas have 
been placed on the. volume of im- 
ported films, Colombia effectively 


restricts pictures by decrees sharp-' 


ly limiting the amount of dollar 
exchange available for the Amer- 
ican distributors. Under a special 


decree ‘his year, a maximum of | 


65° of gross income can be re- 
mitted on foreign pix. This has 
been still further limited by new- 
er decrees. In addition to re- 
imbursable import licenses, the 
studios operate also with “non-re- 
imbursable” “licenses. These do 
not entitle the exporting com- 
panies to foreign exchange, so 
that they must go into the open 


‘market to buy dollars. While the | 


U. S. distributors were allowed up 
to $1,359,000 in ‘American ex- 
change on the open market, this 
has since been cut. 

Argentine: While the Argentine 
government is again permitting 
the entry of Hollywood pictures, 
the deadlock on payment  con- 


tinues with no dollar exchange 
permitted to be used. The coun- 
try has instituted a new surcharge 


on theatre admissions selling for 
80 centavos or more. Half of this 
take is to go to, social work. An- 
other 40° is to subsidize domestic 
production of features, and the 
remaining 10% will go to the As- 
sociation of Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors as an assistance fund for 
needy members. The Argentine 
legislature has received several 
new bills affecting motion 


boxoffice revenue to reimburse 
Argentine script writers where 
domestic pictures are played. In the 
case of foreign films, the 3% would 
go to the National Culture Com- 
mission which would be required to 
spend at least half to promote use 
of Argentine plots in motion pic- 
tures. Another bill would impose 
a 3% tax on horse-race bets. One- 
third would go to the War Min- 
istry; 500,000 pesos would be ear- 
marked for the House of the 
Theatre & Artists’ Rest Home; 
!and the remainder would be use 
'for the erection of motion picture 
houses in Buenos Aires. 





UA’s Italo Distribs 
On Outright Basis 


Rome, Aug. 31. 

United Artists has closed a deal 
‘with Artisti Associati, top local 
distributing outfit headed by Fer- 
rucio Caramelli, for outright sale 
of its product. AA formerly had 
handled the films of UA’s produ- 
cers on a percentage arrangement. 
|New deal is advantageous to the 
American distributing company in 
that it prevides payment in New 


York in dollars for all films de-| 


livered. 

UA had been dickering for some 
time with a syndicate headed by 
Monty Banks which had been try- 
ing te buy its product for distribu- 
;tion here. Banks was offering a 


| centage, with the guarantee coin to 
‘be put in escrow in a New York 
bank. UA was dubious, however, in 
‘that Banks had no established dis- 
tribution setup. 


Irish Actors Equity 
Given Brush by Korda 


Dublin, Aug. 25. 

WAAMA, Irish Equity, is razz- 
ing the Korda unit, now at Car- 
lingford (County Louth) for loca- 
| tion sequences on Paul Vincent 
| Carroll’s “Saints and Sinners” for 
engaging locals as extras and 
ignoring the list of available actors 
for the jobs. Several Irish name 
‘players, including Noel Purcell, 
_Eddie Byrne, Shiela Manahan, have 
been signed for film, which is being 
directed by Leslie Arliss. 

J. Arthut Rank outfits on loca- 
tion here always handied extras 








through WAAMA, but union offi-| 


cials think that the Korda unit is 
/ giving them the brush-off and is 
contacting British Association of 
Film Artists to discuss action. Al- 
though WAAMA is actors’ union 
here it is not powerful enough to 
‘enforce its demands alone and 
lacks a tie-up with film technicians 
union. 
_ There is no indication that Irish 
‘contract artists will support 
WAAMA claim for employment of 
professionals in crowd work. 


° , . . 

Manila’s Pines in N.Y. 
Manila, Aug. 25. 
Aaron Pines, Columbia's Philip- 
pines general manager, has planed 
to N. Y. for homeoffice huddles. 
‘He came here immediately after 
the liberation of the Philippine 
capital. Pines. is credited with 
‘having introduced 16m_ pictures 
here for Columbia. 

Pines plans spending a short 
vacation in Mexico before return- 
ing to Manila in October. 





After a 21-week run. an all- 
time record, at the Metropole, 
No. 1 showease of the Rank 
group in Ireland, RKO’s “Best 
Years of Our Lives” has been 
transferred to another first-run 
house, Regal Rooms here with- 
out apparently dropping much 
in the changeover. “Years” 
was seen by 260,407 people 
during the 426 showings of its 
Metropole run. 


Lire Distribs 
~ Would Bypass 
| British Quota 


Dublin, Aug. 20. 
Reaction to raising quota in Brit- 








pic- ain to 45% of home product is | is selling some theatres she owns 
tures. One provides a 3% bite on Showing’ itself here, since any fall here to build a cinema. 


of American import into Britain 
will be felt in Ireland while this 
| country draws its films through 
| London setups of U. S. distribs. 

' Combined Rank-Korda outpui 
won't satisfy the Irish market 
which still goes strongly on show- 
| ing Hollywood product, 
| quota law to insist on showing of 
British pix is likely to be passed 
| here. 
al of Irish branch offices of ma- 
| jor U.S. distribs and exhibs alike, 
is that U.S. distribs should estab- 
| lish local Irish companies to handle 
|their product—importing direct 
‘from America. This would mean 


| that pix which didn’t go into Brit-| 


ain because of quota restrictions 


| could earn coin in the Irish market | 


as well as on the European main- 
land. 

Eire government would probably 
welcome the scheme since distrib 
| companies would pay it income tax. 


At present, income tax on Irish | 


earnings of U.S. pix is payable in 
| London to the British government. 
_ Only likely snag is the close link 
‘which Eire 
' drawings on the dollar pool. Brit- 
ish pix will continue to get good 
showing here, with top quality 
product taking good coin, and U:S. 
product is needed to meet demands 
of the market. 





Jap Pix, Literati Execs 


In Commercial Radio 
Tokyo, Aug. 10. 

| At least one concern has been 
organized in Tokyo to embark on 
_a commercial broadcasting venture 
as soon as the Japanese govern- 


h Minimum guarantee against a per- ment’s proposed legislation per- 


-mitting commercial radio is en- 
acted by the Diet. The bill was 
'passed over in the last-minute 
‘rush during the spring session, but 
will probably be acted on this fall. 


The new corporation, capitalized | 


‘at 100,000,000 yen ($370,000), is 
‘backed by several prominent Tok- 
‘yo business men including T. 
_Iwase, president of the Mitsukoshi 
‘Dept. Stores; 


Theatrical Co.; J. Noma of Kodan- 
Sha magazine; Y. Tachibana of 
Japan Victor Records, and Bun- 
shiro Suzuki, editor of the Jap- 
anese edition of Reader's Digest. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 31. 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (11). 
“All My Sens,” Globe (11). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty (44). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (65). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (71). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (17). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (21). 
“Caribbean Rhap,” Wales (13). 
“Carissima,” Palace (25). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (53). 
“Crime Passionel,” Garrick (4). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (66). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (25). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (13). 
“Glass Menagerie,” H’market (5). 
“Happiest Days,” Apolio (23), 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (21). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (61). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (70). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (17). 
“People Like Us,” Wynd. (8). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (31). 
“Sit Down,” Comedy (4). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (43). 
“Travelers Jey,” Crit. (13). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (73). 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (70). 








Other Foreign News 
on Page 13 
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and no} 


Solution, which has approv- | 


has to Britain for) 


Tetsuzo Watanabe, 
|prexy of Toho Motion Picture and | 


‘Mexico's Show Biz 





» 
‘Despite Depresh, 6 New 
| Houses Set for Mex City 


j 

Mexico City, Aug. 24. 
Growing depression here is not | 
deterring the Cia. Operadora de 
| Teatros, biggie cinema operator, 
|from pushing the erection of six | 
houses here, each a 3,500-seater. 
They're skedded to open in Feb- 
|ruary. These will bring to more | 
| than 100 the number of active | 

| cinemas here. 
| But some see a saturation of 
| film houses in big provincial cities. | 
| Therefore there's a hoiding off of , 
| building in those towns in the 
thopes that Mexico’s economic situ- 
' ation will improve. However, Maria 
| Conesa, Spanish stage comedienne, 











| 
Trish Legit 
Prospects Up 


Dublin, Aug. 13. 

After several seasons with little | 
new in the Irish theatre, the fall | 
prospect looks good. The Hilton | 
Edwards-Michael MacLiammoir set- | 
up has a new play by MacLiam- 
moir, ‘“‘The Mountains Look Differ- | 
ent;” “Chronicle Play,” by Mrs. 
Lowe Porter, of Princeton Univer- 
sity; a revival of Sir John Van- | 
brugh’s “The Provoked Wife,” and | 
a new one, as yet untitled, from | 
novelist L. A. G. Strong, already 
,on the schedule. 

The Abktey will do Lennox Rob- | 
inson’s “The Lucky Finger” (al- 
ready seen in the U. S. in an out- 
of-town production) and two other 
new plays—Bryan MacMahon's 
“The Bugle in the Blood” and 
“Knight Errant,” by M. J. Molloy, 
whose “The Old Road” was a win- 
ner a couple of seasons back. 


Big problem of Edwards-Mac- 
| Liammoir is getting new company 
|ready following “losses” during 

U.S.-Canada trip. Norman Barrs, 
Roy. Irving and Betiy Bogues all 
Stayed in U. S. and Bryan Herbert 
|is directing the Stage Society in 
Ottawa. Helena Hughes, daughter 
,of composer Herbert Hughes, is 
one of the company’s upcoming 
players. Pig money in British film 
studios is still luring players from 
Irish stage, although flood-tide emi- 
ee of a year ago has slacked 
off. 


Vienna Biz Spotty, With 
B.0. Off 48% Thru April 


Vienna, Aug. 10. 
Current monthly report of the 
Austrian Institute for Economic 


Research shows how the general 
picture has affected show biz here. 
The number of seats sold at Vienna 
theatres between the last quarter 
of 1947 and April 1948 fell by 31°, 
while the income for the 
declined by 48%. In the first four 
months of this year cinemas were 
better attended than in December, 
1947, but the boxoffices showed a 
downward trend in May. 


The following table for cinema 
and legit receipts is given, based 
on entertainment tax, with Decem- 
ection as 100: 





Cinemas Legit 


eS, sks Koonce . 104 70) 
Pebruary:...cccocces 11 37 
BENCH sss chisoccce 100 97 
April Scobescoases 168 52) 
RS ei ages . 7 40 





Irish Radioite Quits 
Dublin, Aug. 235. 

Robert Brennan, director of 
broadcasting in Ireland, bowed out 
this week and is retiring. He for- 
merly served in Washington as 
Irish Minister to the U.S., taking 
over the radio chore on his return 
from America about two years 
ago. 


t 


Jittery Over 


Political Crisis, Coin Devaluation 


Mexico City, Aug. 25. 
General jitters here, prompted 
by the political crisis and cur- 
rently money setup, has extended 
to show business. Picture houses, 
which are leaders in the Mexican 
amusement industry, are suffering 


\the most, with a recent 50°o slump 
‘in boxoffice returns coupled with 


a general letup in summer trade 
as compared with 1947 levels. 


|'Some houses report that their biz 


down 75% from a year ago. ; 
Biz is almost at a full stop. 
Even minor deals are being put 


|off until after Sept. 1 when Pres- 


ident Miguel Aleman is expected 
to ciarify the situation. He gives 
his annual message to the nation 
on that date coincident with open- 
ing of the 1948-49 Congress. It’s 
hoped in many circles that he'll 
clear up the political picture as 
well as the monetary devaluation 
headache, 

Most exhibitors are looking for- 
ward to September when all biz 
should take a spurt. It’s thought 
here that the President will clear 
up all urgent issues in his mes- 
sage. Showmen also think that the 
national independence fiestas 
which center around Sept. 16 will 
boost biz. 


British Will Stay In 
Aussie For More Prod; 
Yanks Remaining Out 


Sydney, Aug. 25. 

Ealing Studios will make at least 
two more pictures Down Under, 
according to advice received from 
Sir Michael Balcon to his rep in 
this zone, Eric Williams. First will 
be a comedy with Tommy Trinder 
and Chips Rafferty co-starred, fol- 
lowed by the Aussie yarn, “Rob- 
bery Under Arms.” A new di- 
rector will be sent out for these 
chores to replace Harry Watt, who 
made “Overlanders” and “Eureka 
Stockade” for the Ealing setup. 
Watt has just pianed back to Lon- 
don to do European assignments 
for Balcon after four years here. 

Ealing will use’ the new Page- 
wood studio as Aussie headquar- 
ters, with Williams as production 
chief. May use players on the Eal- 
ing roster to give added marquee 
value. Pagewood is under the 
Greater Union tent, headed by Nor- 
man B. Rydge, with J. Arthur 
Rank hoiding a 50% interest. 

There is no sign at present of 
U. S. distribs okaying a production 
bid with some of their frozen coin. 
Government would like to see the 
Yanks do some local pix, but to 
date it’s n» dice. Government in- 
dicated when imposing that 50% 
coinage freeze that it would look 
with favor on a certain coinage 
takeaway if the Yank film chiefs 
set production wheels turning 
pronto. But U. S. film companies 
can’t see things that way appar- 
ently, figuring an okay to buy cin- 
ema sites for the future would be 
a better proposition for the dough 
that the government has compelled 
them to freeze. 

Pie production in Aussie pres- 
ently is entirely British. Insiders 
say it's nearjy sure the Americans 
won't play with frozen funds so 
far from their base of operations. 
. 
Sour in Denmark 
Copenhagen, Aug. 17. 

This summer has proved an. un- 
fortunate one for producers of 
most of the city’s seven revues. 
Practically all of the musicals were 
presented in basically the same 
style, with much of their format 
devoted to political satire, minus * 
big production numbers. As a re- 
sult, their lack of originality, cou- 
pled with high admission prices, 
brought about costly flops. 

Only two houses, the Dagmar 
and Cirkus, garnered a_ profit 
while several would up deep in 
the red. Another reason given for 
the bad summer musical season is 
that Denmark has neither the 
actors, writers nor public large 
enough for so many similar pro- 











Charles E. Kelly, a deputy-direc- 
tor, was upped to Brennan's job. 
Kelly originally was named to di-| 
rect the new short-wave radio sta- | 
tion, but this project has been) 
| Shelved as part of government's 
‘economy program. j 





ductions. Legit theatres, of course, 
closed tor the hot weather with 
the exception of the Allescenen. 
That house is still drawing smash 
biz with “Voice of the Turtle,” 
chiefly because of its star, Berthe 
Quistgaard. 
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VED 


‘TO THE BOX 


BROKE 6-YEAR 
HOUSE RECORD AT 
ASTOR THEATRE, 
READING, PA.! 


Screenplay by Daniel Fuchs - Based Upon a Novel by Murray Forbes 


ROD 


Produced by Paul Henreid - Directed by Steve Sekely 





IGAL FANS 
OFFICE AGAIN!” 


—Film Daily 


‘Suspense melodrama 
will -find favor with 


fans 


al 


— DAILY VARIETY 


‘‘Suspenseful. Marquee 
garnish afforded by the 
Henreid-Bennett 


“combo 


® 
}4/ 


— VARIETY 


“Easily exploitable . . . 
mass appeal!” 


—M. P. DAILY 


‘Well-acted, fast-paced 
... to please the major- 
ity of customers!” 


—M. P. HERALD 


“Superb suspense offer- 
ing...strong box office!’ 


—THE INDEPENDENT 


“Payoff handsomely at 


box. office 
—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


hd 


“Strong! Henreid - Joan 


Bennett name draws 


WA 


— SHOW MEN’S 
TRADE REVIEW 





with EDUARD FRANZ - LESLIE BROOKS - JOHN QUALEN - MABEL PAIGE - HERBERT RUDLEY 
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Jap Cops, Backed by U.S. Troops, End “Help Sought By 


Tokyo Studio Sitdown; Reds Ousted 


Tokyo, Aug. 25. 


While U. S. troops in tanks and | 


armored cars stood by to lend sup- 
port, Japanese police last week 
broke the four-month 
strike of Toho Motion Picture and 
Theatrical Co. workers at its 
Kinuta studio on Tokyo outskirts. 
Strikers, who had barricaded them- 
selves in the studio behind electri- 
fied barbed wire and a wind ma- 
chine rigged to blast sand and dye 
at possible attackers, surrendered 
to nearly 2,000 steel-helmected 
Japanese cops and the might of 
four Sherman tanks and four 
armored cars of the First Cavairy 
Division. 


It was the first time since the 


Start of the Occupation that Allied 
troops had been employed directly 
to help in a strike. Maj. Gen Wil- 


liam C. Chase, division comman- | 


der, said the troops were there “to 
back up Japanese police in pre- 
serving order” and “to safeguard 
the lives and property of Ameri- 
can dependents who occupy homes 
in the area.” 

About 1,500. squatting strikers 
(600 being actual Toho workers) 
deliberated for an hour after an 
ultimatum from the police. They 
finally capitulated, marching out 
singing the “Internationale” and 
waving red flags. 

Fire Commie Workers 

Toho strike began last April 10 
after the company, largest film pro- 
ducer in Japan, announced it 
would fire 270 workers as an econo- 
my measure. Company claimed it 
was losing 20 million yen ($75,000) 
a month. Most of those laid off. 
however, were commies or red 
sympathizers. Besides studio 
workers, the company continued 
lopping off other employes until 
nearly 1,000 had been discharged. 
Studio workers answered the chal- 
lenge by locking themselves in the 
studio and continuing work on 
four pictures. 

On April 30. Toho ordered the 
studio clesed and work suspended. 
The union asked for an injunction 
against the closing order. Man- 
agement petitioned the same court 
for an order upholding right to 
close its own plant. 

The court finally granted the 
company’s motion and not the 
union’s. Strikers responded by 
strengthening their barricades and 
announcing they would resist ef- 
forts to evict then.. 


Union officials filed a complaint 
with the district attorney charging 
that three judges of the Tokyo dis- 
trict court abused their authority. 
Twenty-four of the firm’s leading 
directors, producers and scenario 
writers declared they would not 
work for Toho so long as prexy 
Tetsuzo Watanabe and Takeo 
Mabuchi. company’s labor chief, 
remained in office. And all Toho 
department and section chiefs ex- 
cept four resigned because of al- 
leged “lack of sincerity” on the 


sitdown | 


7% 
vy 





Austria Air Anni 


Vienna, Aug. 23. 

RAVAG (Austrian Broadcasting 
System) feted its 25th anniversary 
this week. First broadcast was on 
Aug. 23, 1923. 

Recent attempts to introduce 
limited commercial pragramming 
did_not appeal to the public here. 


35 Prize Pix At 
Venice Festival 


Venice, Aug. 25. 

Fifteen nations—virtually every 
film - producing country except 
Russia—have sent 35 pictures to 
the ninth International Film Fes- 
tival here which opened Aug. 19 
and closes Sept. 4. 

A jury of nine Italian critics 
and actors will award the Grand 
,Prize of Venice, eight awards for 





‘feature pix and six for documen- | 


taries. 


_ U.S. film entered include “Gen- 


itleman’s Agreement,” “Big Clock,” | 


'“Louisiana Story,” “The Fugitive,” 
“National Velvet,” ‘Treasure of 
Sierra Madre,” “Double Life,” 
“Duel in Sun” and “Melody 
i'Time.” England is showing the 
\“Red Shoes,” based on Hans An- 


idersen’s tale, and a film on atomic 


| energy. 

Others represented are: France, 
|Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, Swe- 
|den, Palestine, India, South Af- 
rica, Austria, Germany, Mexico, 
Argentina and Poland. 








Tele Knocking 


Continued from page i 





‘time listening within two years. 
| Resulting unemployment possibil- 


‘ity for non-videogenic AM perform- | 


jers, added to the already-serious 
;junemployment situation in sound 
| broadcasting, was the source of 
/ plenty of talk here. 

Ranking with its vote to proceed 
‘with the merger of all talent guilds 
into one big union was AFRA’s 
/ official stand on video union juris- 
‘diction. It was resolved that AFRA 
would be the logical union to rep- 
| resent TV among the Associated 
_Actors and Artistes of America be- 
/eause of its 11 years of experience 
in negotiating with the same em- 
ployers any TV union would have 
'to deal with. Resolution recom- 
|mended immediate action to take 
over such jurisdiction. (Screen 
|'Actors Guild, in the meantime, has 
‘advanced the same claim and 
|meets Sept. 15 to take similar steps 
‘to gain jurisdiction over tele un- 
‘ions. ) 





British Vaude Artists 


London, Aug. 31. 
Reflection on the state of vaude-" 
ville here is contained in a reso-— 
‘lution carried unanimously by the 
Variety Artists Federation calling 
‘on the Arts Council of Great Brit- 
}ain for sponsorship and financial | 

| assistance. Vienna, Aug. 25. 
Within a few Weeks, after the , Eugen Sharin, former head of 
London. Casino closes its doors On the film section, U. S. Information 





Sharin’s Music Pix 











vaudeville, the only westend va- Services Branch in Austria, has 
riety house will be the Palladium, completed a deal to shoot 15 musi- 
/which throughout the year has re-, cal films during the current Salz- 
‘lied on top-billing acts from New | burg Festival. 

York and Hollywood to draw cash | 

customers. ;and soloists will appear. 

Before the end of the year, —— 
|Gracie Fields will probably be the | ,y¢ 
jenly British star at the Palladium, | e oul 
'while the opposition house, the} 

,Max Miller, hopes that it may break | 
/even on a fortnight’s run. | 
, According to reports here, nog 
tinue, and topliners scheduled to | ‘Tokyo, Aug. 14. 
;come over inelude Chester Morris, | Central Motion Picture’ Ex- 
Billy Huston, Dinah Shore and change, sole distributing agency 
ceiving effective help.in garnering 
Nipponese screen biz by a non- 
j e e | profit Jap organization called the 
sentine { |Some 130 prominent Japanese in 
‘and around Tokyo head the move- 
ment, and 56 AMCA branches 
Catches throuzhout Japan are doing their 
part to spread the gospel of Ameri- 
can film superiority. 

Argentin legit boomed this year | Members are educators, writers, 
lin July just as it did in 1947. | Diet members, scientists, lawyers, 
Many vacationers visit the capital 2'tists, critics, musicians, news- 
city that month to celebrate Argen- | Paper and radio execs. Purpose of 

: Sige : ‘certain Hollywood imports which 
oy Py, a e og temags a have “cultural value” and to beat 
i ;the drums for the chosen pix up 

However, August saw a heavy' ang down the Japanese islands. 
because of _the blustering, cold | make itself heard. 
weather which kept _ Patrons at | CMPE, though not nominally in 
home many nights, this being the |the business of spreading culture, 
'goldest winter since 1918. | nevertheless cooperates fully with 
jtribute the decline in theatre re-| likely to be endorsed are held reg- 
anew to weak shows available this , ularly for AMCA members, as well 
year. Constant changes in produc- | as officials of the Jap Ministry of 
tions have been necessary at most | Education. The ministry also 
impresarios casting about vainly | cratic education and eirculates a 
,for something good to supplant so | list of recommended titles through- 
| many flops. , out Japan: Local exhibs arrange 
special matinees at reduced prices 


| Leading orchestras, conductors 
‘Casino, featuring British comic} 
* e 
Pushing U.S. Pix 
jinvasion from the U, S. is to con- 
{Frances Langford. lek American pix in Japan, is re- 
{American Movie Culture Assn. 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 25. | Group was formed in July 1947. 
|dip in Buenos Aires grosses, partly | wherever the AMCA voice can 
Some in the trade, however, at-| AMCA. Special previews of films 
theatres staging local plays. with | selects pix which further demo- 
An adapt.tion by Sixto Pondal 





Rios and Carlos Olivari of Anita bewed student groups — often entire 
Loos’ “Happy Birthday,” put on by | Schools. 
the Gloria Guxman company at El | 


Nacional theatre, held on for one | £ : ° . 9 
month. It did only fair business. American in Paris 
The Henri Roillan-Jylien Bar- Fer Zurich B I] t: 


theua company from France opened 
July 16 at the Odeon and has been N 
ew Sartre Play 
Zurich, Aug. 25. 


making a real bid for trade with 

these importations from France, 

which now are practically annual! 7Zuyrich’s Stadttheatre and Schau- 

fixtures. spielhaus have announced plans 
Mapy Cortes from Puerto Rico | for the coming 1948-49 season 

opened at the Politeama in “The | earlier than ever. Opera season 











|a big grosser. This was followed | with Puccini’s “Boheme,” and will 
‘by “The Pompadour’s Butler,” abe followed by some standards of 
French comedy adapted by Fernan- | Wagner and Johann Strauss. In the 
‘do Cortes. It stayed two weeks. |course of the season, some other 
'Maria Antinea has been playing to; revivals by Mozart, Verdi, Smet- 
| packed houses at the Avendia. ana, Richard Strauss, Lehar and 


| At the Comico, Spanish legiter | Milloecker are expected as well 


Duchess Missed Her Date,’ béing at Stadttheatre opens this month > 


British Pix Quota Down Under, Now 
At 15%, May Be Upped In October 


Sydney, Aug. 11. 
| There's talk here that the British 
‘film quota, now at 15%, may be 
upped around October on a plea by 
the British government to the Ben 
Chifley Labor Cabinet. 

Inside feeling is that the quota 
figure won’t reach anywhere near 
the 45% British setup, although 
figuring is that it may go to 25% 
if plea falls on receptive ears. 
Mooted move, naturally, is to con- 
serve dollars above the 50% freeze 
currently operating here and to 
force exhibs to screen more British 
fare, more so out in the urbans 
and sticks. 

One school of thought can't see 
the government okaying any 
upping above the present 15%, 
pointing out that British pix today, 
mainly because of an overpiay of 
morbid themes. have lost favor te 
a great extent with local payees. 

The Aussie quota on home proe- 
duction, set now at 242%, won't be 
increased, it’s said, simply because 
there aren't enough Aussie pix te 
meet any higher rate. Indications 
are, though, that officialdom will 
see to it that loops do play the 
necessary quota figure where pos- 
sible, especially loops with U. S. 
control like Metro. U. S. pie in- 
terests aver, however, that they're 
willing to play home product pro- 
vided both quantity and quality 
are available. 

Powers-that-be are reported as 
mulling the plea for more British 
trade Down Under. It’s known 
that without U. S. fare the ma- 
jority of Aussie’s 1,100 cinemas 
would have to shut. British pix 
right now haven't got what it takes 
to bring ’em to the boxoffice, ex- 
cept in certain instances. British 
producers aren't keeping pace 
with the publie’s taste, showmen 
here say, with majority of product 
slow and drab. 

Mainly via U. S. pix, the govern- 
ment cops $20,00,000 annually on 
admission tax alone. 


Folk Ballad Singers Top 
Pix, Legit Talent in Coin 
Draw Among Jap Artists 


Tokyo, ‘Aug. 15. 
| Practitioners of a- 300-year-old 
art form—*“naniwabushi,” or felk 
ballad singing—topped the list of 
Nipponese entertainment stars in 
‘1947 income, a recent survey by 
Kyodo News Service. disclosed. 
Three “naniwabushi” singers 
‘earned better than 1,000,000 yen 
during the year, while oniy one 
‘film star and a lone crooner 
'crashed the million yen circie. 


This form of singing dates back 
‘to Japan’s feudalistic Tokugawa 
‘era when shoguns and samurai 
were in their heyday. The songs 
are lengthy tales of ancient heroes 
whose lives depict the cardinal 
Japanese virtues of loyalty, filial 
| piety, obedience and sacrifice. 





part of management. 


Bizarre touch was lent final days, AFRA also pointed up the fact Lola Membrives has been doing 


of strike when non-striking Toho that its locals throughout the coun- capacity with old favorites in her 
comedian Komparu Nanri sneaked |try in the broadcasting field would "ePertoire. 
into barricaded studio, scaled a|'be “most useful” in organizing| Los Chavalillos Sevillanos, Gypsy 


as a new Swiss opera “The Black These ballads can't be submitted 
Spider” by Willy Burkhard. There © Allied censorship lixe o¢!:2r 
will be world preems of two new theatrical seripts or scores ‘e- 
operettas, one by Oscar Straus. ©4¥Se most of them have wever 
The ballet has plans for works by €¢D put on paper. Instead, they 


75-toot chimney and heckled the television. “Most of the television dancers, imported by Iriberri Con- Bliss, Kodaly, Darius Milhaud and 2%¢ handed down verbally from 


strikers from his lofty perch. 


THEATRE, NITERY BIZ 





‘stations and networks now in op- 
‘eration,” the resolution stated. 
'“are owned by the same employers 
'who own radio stations and net- 
' works under contract with AFRA. 


IN PARIS ON SKIDS t extension of AFRA’s collective 
bargaining from radio to television 


Paris, Aug. 31. 
Business in Paris continues ter- 
rible, with many theatres closed 
and patrons seeking outings in- 


stead of shows. Only those aimed | 


at the tourist trade are doing busi- 
ness, especially Folies Bergere and 
Casino de Paris night clubs, except 
for Tabarin and Lido, catering to 
mass entertainment, are feeling the 
absence of the moneyed crowd, 
which currently is on the Riviera 
and in Rome. 

Pictures also are now feeling the 
pinch because the money is less 
plentiful with the masses. Patrons 
of moderate means are shopping 
for their screen entertainment. 
This means that the only pix doing 
biz are those that have been tipped 
as big. * 

An exampie is RKO'’s “Fort 
Apache” in its first stanza at Gau- 
mont Palace and Rex, with terrific 
$30,000. It is doing better than 
“Notorious.” But ordinary films 
are flononing. 

Boxe"fice of picture theatres 
generally is way below normal. 


is all the more logical because in 
most cases the radio announcing 
staff under AFRA contract is also 
'the television announcing staff.” 
AFRA states it will voluntarily 
give up its claim to video unions 
if any effective merger takes place, 
believing the merger itself offers 
the best solution to any future 


certs dda record two mont a | use, Rody, Das Miliaud ant Feperaton to generation ot “Beni 


win’s “An American in Paris.” _ Wabushi” singers. 
‘of the ;eal hits of the season. Among the new singers is a Top-paid sereen player in Japan 
hte Ma reg oodeg _—— ‘last year was Ken Uehara, billed 
; Ww, er ut in German. as the “Japanese Robert Taylor,” 
Argent. Wildcat Strike Her first part will be “Elisabeth” who grossed 1,500,000 yen ($5,500). 
in Wagner's “Tannhaeuser. _. |Next four highest paid cinema 
Slows Up U. S. Exchanges. Legit season at the Schauspiel- artists were women, generally 
‘haus opens Sept. 9 with Shakes- more outstanding in the Japanese 
Montevideo, oe noe er “Hamlet,” which will be fim world. 
Although negotiations have n | followed later by G. B. Shaw’s new - 
in progress for some time between comedy, “Too Much Money.” In- Bo mang 2 reel pe 
the Syndicate of Film Distribution cluded in the new plans are world- ($3 900). to top the music: l Fon 
Personnel in Buenos Aires, the preems of plays by Bert Brecht, Comedian Ae Shimica with 
Argentine Labor Secretariat and Carl Zuckmayer and Swiss author 600,000 yen ($2,222) led among 











' 


‘the distributors to establish the | Mav Frisch, first Swiss perfor- | citimate pl 
jurisdictional squabble. The 4A’s wage increases and other working mance of Sartre's “Les Mains ‘©8!mate Players. 
‘can decide whether the tele unions conditions to fulfill demands of the | Sales” (Dirty Hands), as wel! as | 
go to AFRA or SAG, but if it Syndicate, the latter called a 24- revivals by Goethe. Aischylos, | 
seems likely the SAG will get hour strike of all distribution em- Strindberg, Ibsen (“Hedda Gab- 
them, AFRA is expected to appeal ployees on Aug. 18. ‘ler’) and Nestroy. This year’s. 
‘to the National Labor Relations 4g g result, U. S. distrib offices | S¢hedule does not contain any U. 
Board for an election. | operated the whole day behind |S. Plays or authors 
While AFRA isn’t eager to open closed doors, with only skeleton 
the field for jurisdictional dispute, staffs and with switchboards dis- irish Pa 90c for ‘Hamlet’ 
the main controversy developing connected. The strike did not af- y 
in the convention ‘centered on the fect distribution services to any Dublin, Aug. 25. 
status of AFRA members holding great extent, the offices being able Decision to release Laurence 
cards also in Equity, SAG and ‘to keep deliveries of films running Olivier’s “Hamlet” here on road- 
other of the 4A guilds. Interlocking | smoothly. The Syndicate posted show basis at the Metropole has 
membership and its possible effect notices in all U. S. distrib offices. raised a beef from the public be- 
‘on tele jurisdiction offered plenty , exhorting the staff not to “allow | cause prices have been upped 20c 
of delegate headaches but the con- themselves to be exploited by the and top price is 90c. Despite up- 
vention was characterized by rela- | Yanquis.” The Syndicate ‘s de-| ping, however, the public is putting 
tively few seraps or arguments manding increases of as '‘ch as down its coin at the bo. Critics 
,among the delegates attending. , 50% im some cases. ‘hailed it. 


Jap Fans Pick Best Pix 

Tokyo film fans have named 
three pix as the best so far in 
1948, according to the annual Mo- 
tion Picture Concours conducted 
by the Tokyo Shimbun newspaper. 

First is Toho’s “Drunken An- 
gel.” story of a booze-guzzling 
doctor who succeeds in reforming 
some notorious underworld char- 
acters. Second is Daiei’s “Chil- 
dren Holding Hands.” a semi- 
documentary, made in Kyote, 
which deals with a school teacher 
and his efforts to help his war- 
orphaned pupils adjust to the new 
Japanese society. Third is Sho- 
chiku’s “Temptation,” a modern 


‘love triangle. 
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Rope 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Warner Bros. release of Alfred 


. lantic Pictures) production, | 
eock (Transatla nee dames. 

e 
sed } Bacon. Screenplay, Lou Breslow 


directed by Hitchcock. 
Stewart; features John Dall, 

Granger, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
stance Collier. Screenplay, Arthur 
‘yents; adapted by Hume Cronyn, from 
play by Patrick Hamilton; camera (Tech- 
nicolor), Joseph Valentine, William V. 
Skall; editor, William H. Siegler; music, 
Leo F. Forbstein. Tradeshown, Aug. 
748, Running time, 80 MINS. 


Con- 





Hitch- | production, Stars 


Lau- | 


| non; asst. director, Clarence Eurist. 
| viewed N., 
24, 90 MINS. 


An Innoeent Affair 
(SONGS) 


United Artists release of James Nasser 
Fred MacMurray and 
Madeleine Carroll; features Charles 
“Buddy” Rogers, Rita Johnson, Louise All- 
britton, Alan Mowbray. Directed oy Te i 
a ~ 
seph Hoffman; camera, Edward Cronjager; 
music, Hans J. Salter; editor, Fred W. 
Berger; songs, Walter Kent and Kim =. 
Y., Aug. 27, ’48. Running time, 


Vincent Doane 


Madeleine Carroll 





ee © 
Miniature Reviews 

“Rope” (Color) (WB). Tech- 
nicolor shocker for the seeker 
of cinema thriils. 

“An Innecent Affair” 
(Songs) (UA-Nasser). Fred 
MacMurray-Madeleine Carroll 
in straining comedy. 

“For the Love of Mary” 





Fred MacMurray | 


(Songs) (U). Breezy situation 
comedy which is Deanna Dur- 


except for special showings. 


added. 


tion auspices (George Roth). 





Despite the comparatively primi- | 


| 
had been tucked away in the vaults ney, is an okay character in this 
since its original release in 1922, . 
About 
18 months ago Revillon was sold 
the idea of having it reedited and 
a commentary and music {rack 
It made its debut in this 
version in England with great suc- 
cess about a year ago under United 
Artists release, and is now having 
its U.S. preem under indie distribu- 


even though suspected of mu 
and sundry misdeeds. A hot comgae 
and ready fists get him bounced off 
the homicide squad and right into 
a frying pan of mayhem, , 
police lieutenant, a blackmailer is 
bumped off and Tierney is framed 
for the killing. Before he gets 
himself out of the scrape, he 
turns up evidence of a prior mur- 
der and hangs three killings on the 
real villain. 





Brande OF. ««ss0rs4- iiedaae. Daal Claude Kimbail. Charles “Buddy” Rogers| bin’s best in many a pic. tive technique of almost 30 years| Script has good twists to keep 
Philip. cscw settee ge og eeeey, Deena | et Breer ack paige “Allbritton “Out of Storm’ (Rep). Rou- {ago and the natural difficulties of | interest alive in the more or less 
Mr. Kentley........Sir Cedric Hardwicke Margot Fraser.<--.---- Houle Mowbray; tine meller about a payroll shooting a film in the frozen Hud-|cops-and-robbers formula plot. A 
oe. Saw’: ibihaes eg ow “Dick Maitre ‘D’ 7 ... Prince” Mike Romanoff | robbery. Okay for some dual- 'son Bay wastelands, every minute couple of scenes will give chuckles 
Mrs, Wilsom- s..ses.s0s- Edith Evanson | 7. D. Hendricks... .....- tite: Tannen| TS. ‘of “Nanook” lives up to its reputa-|to avid newspaper readers. One has 
bee’ ....William Hogan | Gaylord Rg Ss Pree William Tannen ia 7 P me be atly endl at 3 malenn, VSI é : 
David Kentley....... Joan Chandler | Lester Burnley..........++-. James Seay “Nanook of the North” ./tion. Greatly enhance y tie) Tierney mixing a drink in favor of 
JONOE ici o wv cet pocceceiee | Ted. Burke......sss+eeesesss Matt McHugh | (Royal). New edition, with (commentary and the music, it)a glass of milk. Another has him 
“Rope” undoubtedly will be; on I GRRE rn ‘Susan Miller} narrative and music, ef classic | Should do oo the ao Seon idenying he ever gets in fights. Fred - 
ballvhooed as a super-horror film. | Gi@dys - eee ieee eaten ss _, Anne Magel documentary } with proper™ selling i b a b | Niblo, Jr., and Harry Essex did the 
ty Y ; so bei may defeat Orchestra Leader... 22.0. Sage an | “Code of Scotland Yard” very unusual and accepta le ot- | neat scribbling yak gg shee oe 
itself — 7 per blooded aanouae a (Rep.). Well emacted murder (| tom half of a double bill in almost | George W. George and Robert B. 
' : idious | ' ‘tung yarn for the duallers any situation. | Altman. 
of a wanton murder. The fastidious; It’s unfortunate that there could 3 “Bodyguard” ‘RKO. Neat | Yarn holds tremendous interest} Direction by Richard O. Fleischer 


seeker of cinema thrills should be | not have been a wiser choice for | 
delighted with the ruthless way in | Madeleine Carrol! in her comeback 
whieh Alfred Hitchcock has dis-| picture. ‘An Innocent Affair,” in 
played-an unsavory subject, but| which she costars with Fred Mac- 
acceptance by the general run of | Murray, is a straining comedy of | 
audiences, from whom the heavy | husband-wife jealousies that never 
b.o. coin comes, is unpredictable. fully justifies the obviously con- 
It’s definitely not for the kiddies. 


cops-and-robber melier for in detailing the life of an Eskimo keeps the film on the move nicely 
dualers. Good action. ‘family through the seasons of the | spotting action and making devel- 

“In This Corner” (EL). Okay | year. " .. |opment credible. Aiding Tierne 
action programmer, mixing = Ralph Schoolman’s narrative hits | clear himself of murder chases 
habilitation of veterans with (the proper note. It treats the Eski-| and expose a killer who took any 
prizering. ‘mo with dignity, yet with a sense of 'means to safeguard his swindling 

“Mr. Perrin and Mr. Traill” (humor, and it never gets pompous. | jn the meat packing trade is Pris- 


| siderable effort that has gone into (British) (GFD). David Farrar. /| Berry Kroeger likewise sticks to a |cilla Lane, the hero’s sweetie and 








Film has plenty of pegs upon | the production. Le fplonencengge will | Yarn about British public j|simple, friendly, yet thoroughly | secretary in the police department 
a eidaniers aaa Be Sahested to qaich sis pon poe cg oy schools; mild for US. = style in speaking the nar-| philip Reed is a capable heavy 
: prin ge | ns f ar “ "Re ration. ..... |and Elisabeth Risdon, as the aunt 

. j . ally- | nz > Rog- - ; Tae and Elisa ] n, n 
peg seth o Fone t x ST ee see "= tiie te allead at Shortcoming 1s in the editing, he is defrauding, is good, June 
shedha weselt in hg big ‘nitial | “Affair” deals with an advertis- urbin is allowed to cavort capri: | which was supervised, as was the ;Clayworth, Steve Brodie, Frank 
ba) ? al} e 


ciously and with nothing more in making of this whole edition, by 
mind by producers than an enter- 
taining picture, which it is. 


| Herbert Edwards, head of the PA ar ne gcc ny voce gy a 
division of the U. S. Dept. of State. | 1 


grosses, particularly in key situa-|ing man and his entanglement with 
tions where large groups of the | 4 wealthy former flame whom he 


. a iat ; . Producer Sid Rogell has turne 

morbidly curious can be attracted. | seeks to interest in the purchase of | Miss Durbin scores on every! The picture runs only 55 minutes, | 4; up g : d 

Mey | advertis for a company she nj Sago BT P ; es this one out on a budget ample to 

The brutally uncompromising man- | advertising a pany : count, timing her comedy to | and is too brief—which gives a clue carry the subject without over- 
controls. MacMurray is the ad perfection and delivering strongly It has ob- 


ner of presentation also may catch | 
on, and if it does, general situa- | 
tions will pay off. i 


Critically, it seems that Hitch- 
cock could have chosen a more en- | 
tertaining subject with which to} 
use the arresting camera and stag- | 
ing technique displayed in “Rope.” 
Theme of a thrill murder, done 
for no reason but to satisfy a sad- 
istical urge and intellectual vanity, 
is in questionable taste. Plot has 
its real-life counterpart in the in- 
famous Loeb-Leopold case, and is 
ae on the play by Patrick Ham- 

ton. 


Feature of the picture is that 
story action is continuous without 
time lapses. Action takes place 
within an hour and a half period 
and the film footage nearly dup- 
licates the span, being 80 minutes. | 
It is entirely confined to the mur- | 
der apariment of two male dille- 
tantes, intellectual morons who 
commit what they believe to be 
the perfect crime, then celebrate 
the deed with a gloulish supper 
served to the victim’s relatives and 
friends from atop the chest in 
which the body is concealed. 


Conventional camera closeups 
are omitted, Hitchcock using a 
soaring lens that moves without 
restraint through the apartment, 
zooming up to a player and then 
away, sometimes with a whirling- 
dervish effect that distracts. The 
continuous action and the _ ex- 
tremely mobile camera are tech- 
nical features of which industry 
craftsmen will make much, but to 
the layman audience effect is of a 
distracting interest that doesn’t 
add to b.o. merits of the subject on 
which it is used. 


To achieve his effects, Hitchcock 
put his cast and_ technicians 


| 
| 
} 











| screen, 


man, and he veils the identity of 
the old sweetie to allay the sus- 
picions of his wife (Miss Carroll). 
The latter learns of the “affair” 
anyway, and the complications that 
ensue are the result of the wife 
hiring a man with whom she would 
flirt so as to make the husband 
jealous. 
that. 

Miss Carroll gives as creditable 
a performance as the story would 
permit; at the same time, the 
photography is not especially flat- 
tering to her. MacMurray garners 
some laughs in a couple of situa- 
tions, but it remains for Alan 
Mowbray, in a restaurant scene, 
to nab the major guffaws with a 
standard situation that stands out 
in bold comedy relief. 

Charles “Buddy” Rogers is also 
making a belated return to the 
as a millionaire cigaret 
manufacturer who’s one of the 
links in the four-ply romantic com- 
plications. Rogers retains much 
of the boyish charm and personal- 
ity of his former film days, and 
there’s little manifestation of the 
passing years in his appearance. 


| Rita Johnson and Louise Allbritton 
| haven’t much to do effectively ex- 


cept wear some modishly tailored 
clothes. 

There is little that direction 
could have done with the trite sit- 
uations, and se director Lloyd Ba- 
can can’t be blamed too much. The 
film has some color in the pres- 
ence of Mike Romanoff, the Bever- 
ly Hills restaurateur, who gives the 
pic a note of authenticity as the 
operator of the film’s swank eatery. 
Walter Kent and Kim Gannon 
have written a couple of pop tunes 
as background. Kahn. 





Chief Ryan 


particularly with “Figaro.” Of her 
male trio, Edmond O’Brien, Jef- 
frey Lynn and Don Taylor, latter 
finally wins her after having been 
the cause of all her difficulties. All 
are okay. Ray Collins does a bang- 


‘up job as the executive secretary; 


Hugo Haas is in for plenty of good 


it’s as complicated as all | comedy; and Harry Davenport reg- 


isters as the Supreme Court justice 
who can’t understand why Miss 
Durbin deserted his court. 

Plot has been built up, and while 
the President is never seen or 
heard, his presence is felt through- 


tive secretary enters the scene as 
proxy for the Chief Executive. 
Original screenplay by Oscar Brod- 
ney is cleverly devised, directed 


with quick awareness by Frederick | 


De Cordova and produced by Rob- 


ert Arthur with a sure eye for 


popular values. Whit. 


Out of the Storm 


Republic production and release. Fea- 
tures James Lydon, Lois Collier, Marc 
Lawrence, Richard Travis. Directed by 
R. G. Springsteen. Screenplay, John K. 
Butler from story by Gordon Rigby; cam- 
era, John Mac Burnie; editor, Richard L. 
Van Enger. Tradeshown N. Y. Aug. 27, 
*48. Running time, 61 MINS. 

Donald Lewis James Lydon 


Ginny Powell........... ..Lois Collier 
Red Stubbins............ Mare Lawrence 
R. J. Ramsey............ Richard Travis 
Holbrook .....,...Robert Emmett Keane 


Martha Lewis elen Wailiace 


Harry Hayden 


eR er ee Roy Barcroft 
)_ i ae esdwated Charles Lane 
RE Abc ces oh atgae ounces scp ce ree 
Pe MOE. . ka vs eeesss Byron Foulger 
Mrs. Smith............... Claire DuBrey 
Maintenance Man:....... Smoki Whitfield 
Plant Guard .......-....Charlie Sullivan 
| REA AS Sree ee .. Rex Lease 
PE EE o's op. OA ae a Bw .Edgar Dearing 





Lightweight cops - and - robbers 
melier seeks to prove that crime 
does not pay. Cast lacks any name 
to brighten the*marquee, but film 


to the interest it holds. 
viously been edited -to be ‘fast.’ 
Incidentally, the laboratory 


‘transposition of the 16 frames per | 


second of the old silent projector | sawtell and Elmo Williams’ tight 


to the 24 frames of the modern ma- 

‘chine has been skillfully done to 
‘remove the jerkiness, which 
| scarcely visible to any but trained 
| eyes. Herb. 


| Code of Seotland Yard 


| Republic release of George King pro- 
| duction, directed by King. 
Homolka; features Derek Farr, 


| 


Tradeshown N. Y. Aug. 30, 
| time, 60 MINS. 

| Descius Heiss... ..ce.ssce. 
| Robert Graham............ 
Margaret Heiss 
Archie Fellowes 
Corder Morris 
a Ge. Ret 
Major Elliot.....:..... 
| Professor Vanetti..... 

| Ruby Towser 
Inspector Robson...... 


"48. 





Kenneth Griffith 
Manning Whiley 
Kathleen Harrison 
Garry Marsh 
Jan Van Loewen 
. Trene Handl 


ee ee 








| matter. 


is | 


Stars eee 
| Murie | Park (U.S.N.RD; (Technicolor), b 
; : : .| Pavlow. Screenplay, Katherine Strueby; | Fark (US.N.R.); camera (Pechnicolor), by 
out, particularly when his execu-| camera, Hone Clendinning; editor, Manuel | . ; Somdr 
Del Campo; music, George Melachrino. | Army lensmen; editor, Comdr. 


Running | 
Oscar Homolka 


..Derek Farr | 
Muriel Pavlow | 


Johnnie Schofield 


expenditure on frills that do not 
Technical assists are in 
keeping, including good lensing by 
Robert de Grasse; scoring by Paul 


editing. Brog. 


The Seeret Land 
(DOCUMENTARY-COLOR) 


Metro release of Orville O. Dull produc- 
tion. Stars Men and Ships of the U. S. 
Navy. Narrators, Comdr. Robert Mont- 
gomery (U.S.N.R.), Lieut. Robert Taylor 
(U.S.N.R.), Lieut. Van Heflin (A.A.F.-Ret.), 
Commentary written by Capt. Harvey S. 
Haislip (U.S.N.-Ret., Comdr. William C. 


Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and 


Frederick 
Smith (U.S.N.R.); score, Bronislau 
Kaper. Previewed in N. Y. Aug. 13, "48. 


Running time, 71 MINS. 





A taut, pictorial account of the 
U. S. Navy’s recent Antarctic ex- 
pedition is “The Secret Land,” 
which Metro is releasing for the- 
atrical distribution. Beautifuily 
photographed in Technicolor by 
cameramen from the four services, 


| “Code of Scotland Yard,” filmed! the film not only is a fine chrono- 


with an ‘all-British cast, is an ex- | 


| cellently enacted story. Unfortu- 
|nately, its effectiveness is marred 
| by a choppy editing job which 
slows the picture’s pace and leaves 
some sequences dangling mid-air. 


'cilled version, film’s story 
aren't hurt to any appreciable de- 
gree and the yarn can be sold on 
its blackmail and murder angles. 
Oscar Homolka is well-cast as a 
seemingly respectable antique 
dealer who successfully conceals a 
background as an escaped Devil’s 
Island convict who hits back at so- 
ciety by acting as a fence for a 
jewel robber. However, in order to 
protect his daughter’s future as a 
concert violinist, he retires from 
illegal activities. Unfortunately, his 


Even with this sharply blue-pen- | 





logical record of the task force’s 
mission but ranks also as a top ad- 
venture picture. Exhibitors will 
find this well worth booking. 

As further selling points are the 
names of Robert Montgomery, Rob- 
ert Taylor and Van Heflin. All 


lines | former Navy and Army Air Force 


officers, the trio handle the narra- 
tion although they’re not seen on 
the screen.’ Thewfilm will do busi- 
ness at the boxoffice, but even 
more important, this documentary 
affords the general public (and tax- 
payers) a bird’s eye view ‘of just 
how the country’s top naval brass 
plots out a multi-million dollar 
project. = 

Purpose of the mission, as 1s 
commoniy known, was to map un- 
charted regions of Antarctica, geo- 


through lengthy rehearsals before | ; ‘ : of 7 ’ , 
tulle bcataace. Sie weethad has | For the Love of Mary | may serve as lower half of twin bill | shop assistant discovers Homolka’s | logically examine the terrain as 


paid off for presenting something | (SONGS) in some locations. background, and blackmails him un- | well as test men, ships and equip- 
different in production and does| pniversai Hollywood, Aug. S There are so many implausible | til demands become so extortionate | ment in the sub-zero climate. In 


moments tossed in that one wond- 
ers what will happen next. Story 
of a modest-salaried clerk in a shi 

building plant who tries to smuggle 
out $100,000 during a daring pay- 


that Homolka kills him. Homolka,| view of the intricate preparation 
in turn commits suicide, ‘and a that undoubtedly went into “Opera- 
kindly Scotland yard official marks | tion H'ghjump,” before it was 
the case closed. launched, it’s a mystery why more 

In support, Kenneth Griffith as| than one ieebreaker was not as- 


serve to ‘emphasize the sordi 
story. An outstanding feature of | 
the picture is the brilliant use of | 
Technicolor and lighting shades 
that approximate real life. It will 


production. Stars Deanna Durbin, Ed- 
mond O’Brien, Don Taylor, Jeffrey Lynn. 
Directed by Frederick De Cordova. Orig- 
inal screenplay, Oscar Brodney; camera, | 
William Daniels; editor, Ted J. Kent; 
musical supervisor, Milton Schwarzwald. 





draw favorable critical comment. | 99 Mins” “US 2 “48 Running time, "hg Pearcn iy. Frans etna Bh en estenetier, Muriel Paviow as ——_- to the - lly d 
Performances are class deliver- Mary Peppertree......... Deanna Durbin ittie e daughter, and Derek: Farr as Is error was graphically em- 
Sone gare semaining consis- Lt. Tom Farrington Bist Edmond O'Brien success. How the struggling clerk| her fiancee do creditable jobs. | Onstrated when the supply ships 
tently true to type as the play un-| Phillip Manning...’,......... Jenrey Lynn | "24lly decides to go straight and | Garry Marsh gives the role of the | Were midway across a several hun- 
folds. Hitchcock has managed a/| Harvey Elwood... Ray Collins return the missing money brings | Yard official a degree of smooth- ; dred mile pack ice barrier between 
compelling suspense in telling a| Justice Peabody....).. Harry WeOotaas ee film to an unusually dull end-| ness. _ them and Little America. At this 
story which always can be antici- ieray Feppertree. | --. Grift Barnett y, Sat Lydon is the clerk who Bas ened menses are well done, aon . — — : —, 
“n a arkness....... atharine d wl rede i i i Ww ng a track, 
pated, a neat trick of shudder-mak- | justice Van Sloan.......... James Todd |makes off with the 100G that’s over- Vadis beens ane wah forced to “abandon Fits sister 


Adm. Walton 


st their i f on the solo violin, seemingly played : 
ing with events that foreca i ot go looked during the stickup. He|by Miss Pavlow. The Sechedtral vessels in order to assist submarine 





coming. oo arte nie ine plea Leon Belasco | doesn’t fit too well into such a| back i 
: SP NMOE sdSanews cusses yess ‘ ground is well-scored. Jose. |to open water, thereupon causing 
James Stewart, as the ex-profes Bertha  wittigeae’ "we Louise Beavers | highly dramatic story and struggles an unanticipated delay in “High- 


sor who first senses the guilt of | jUStiCe Wastings Raymond Greenleaf | too hard to make his character reg- jump’s” time schedule. Other in- 


his former pupils and nibbles away | Mrs. Peabody............. Adele Rowland |ister. Lois Collier is not particu- Bodyguard cidents further poi 

. ure P : pointed up the 
Lond bn. gap hoa: aginst» ha -9 Marge. ...... reste testes ar er? Adams ny Epo ne as his sweetheart. Hollywood, Aug. 28 value of specially-designed ice- 
John Dall wi! an ok ie rowed eae Dorothy.......00 0000000 Beatrice Roberts | la@rc Lawrence makes a thoroughly | Rko release of Sid Rogell production. | breakers. 


hardboiled crook, 
holdup gang. 


Colonel Hedley Harry Cheshire 
Asst. Attorney General..Donaid Randolph 
Senator Benning William Gould 


leader of the 
Richard Travis, as 


Stars Lawrence Tierney, Priscilla Lane: 


Sontaren” Dhilie eal Commentary written by Capt. 


centric who masterminds the kill- June Clayworth. | Harvey S. H aislip and Comdr. Wil- 

















ing and loulish wake. Equally oath wanes an insurance sleuth, is so natural he Elisabeth Risdon, Steve Brodie, Frank : : 
good is Farley Granger as the Senco See : seems out of place in such a yarn. aa O, Vistas. Bosses lay. a Nike, —_ ore a eeeres Vee = 
weakling partner in crime. Sir ieerieuing. idea of the President WwW Je, Macry Meson: — y. Fred Niblo,| and ably complemented the pho- 
Cedric Hardwicke. the victim’s|0f United States helping a White Car. | George, Robert B. Altman; camera’ Rav. | togtaphy. However, a description 
father: Constance Collier, his aunt: House telephone operator in her ert ant Grasse; editor, Elmo Williams. | Of the rescue of an officer who had 
Douglas Dick, a friend; Joan Chan: |"omantic, problems is premise on Nanaee of the North (iiMins.” “Xs 2 “8. Running: time, fallen into the sea when a breeches 
my D which “For the Love of Mary” is MENTARY) Mike Carter............ i uo ne parted was somewha 
dler, fiancee; and William Hogan, constructed, and right wall ls it | . Roval Pictures (George Roth) release of Doris Brewster... Ree exaggerated. in what appeared to 
the victim whose only scene is his |} ondjed, too. Result is a delightful | R°bert,J; Flaherty production. This edi- | Freddie Dysen..... Shee ee anes Philip Reed| be an attempt to insert false dra- 
strangling at film’s opening, give a yaw pret Bal g ith tion roduced under supervision of Her- | Connie.........., soeess. June Clayworth - 1 p enor ties rg 
capable accounts of themselves. | 7,8 Siesta ies hae’ bant’tis caln| Eecoetiee ier Malek Garten ae: | fomee ns -++e++ Elisabeth Risdon | Matic values into aie a 
Edith Evanson adds some contrast- | 2eanna Durbin at her best in role) jerry Kroegers erence ty egken by | Tieut Borden poteve Brodie | was stated that in these waters 
er; > amm, Fe rebeneckse rank Fenton inutes. 
ing Bilpor aé-a geaid gecving the of the operator whose troubles are | at Sutton, N.Y. starting Aug io un | Capt. Wayne ws 200200052 Charles “ater | man lives for only eight minut ; 
party ‘ usurped by both the President and | Running time, 55 MINS. i He was saved in seven, prompting 
dish Vonilisk ek tis lee ee ee “Bodyguard” is an adaptable | the comment that it was in the 


“Nanook of the North” is the 
preneeeaey. (or the Eskimo equiva- 
ent thereof) of all documentaries 
and widely extolled as the classic 
in its field. It was produced in 
1920-21 Robert J. Flaherty— 


nick of time. In the last war some 
men torpedoed off Greenland in 
mid-winter survived even after sév- 
eral hours in the water. 
Particularly well done was the 
editing of Frederick Y. Smith. of 
the mountain of footage he un- 
doubtedly was confronted with, he 


(Continued on page 20) 


melodrama, capable of going u 

stairs or downstairs on dual bills 
according to the situation. Action 
houses should find it a sturdy offer- 
ing ee which to swing a bill, 


share major camera 

credit, a most important contribu- 
tion to the picture’s unusualness. 

c al are Edward Fitz- 

hs Paul G. Hill, 
and Morris Rosen as op- 


of role 
she first 
blic attention. War- 
Nght is “Barber of Seuiite™ nets b 

ight is “Barber o e” excerp and classier general situat 

ewe which is given comedy treatment | who is stiff making docum 7 cn 
_. @€ators of camera movement. instead of being delivered as incidentally—under apameortniy of rn Rhy Pies. Yee 
ADE alae Brog. ‘straight operatic rendition. Miss! Revillon Freres, the furriers. It! RKO’s tough guy, Lawrence Tier- 


Star returns to the ty 
and picture through whic 
attracted 
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SEPT. 14 DENVER... SEPT. 15 ST. LOUIS-SPOKANE—_ | 
LINCOLN—OMAHA... SEPT. 16 ATLANTA—PORTLAND 
BIRMINGHAM—LOUISVILLE—KNOXVILLE—MONT- 





: 
} 


GOMERY... SEPT. 17 SEATTLE... SEPT. 19 BUTTE... 
SEPT. 21 DES MOINES... SEPT. 22 NASHVILLE... 
SEPT. 23 BALTIMORE... and set to follow in 
TACOMA—RICHMOND—INDIANAPOLIS—TERRE HAUTE 
—LAFAYETTE—TORONTO—GREAT FALLS and TULSA! 


FOREVER AMBE 


coor BY TECHNICOLOR 


‘FOREVER AMBER” * Color by TECHNICOLOR ® Star- 
ring LINDA DARNELL * CORNEL WILDE * RICHARD 
GREENE and GEORGE SANDERS with GLENN LANGAN, 
RICHARD HAYDN, JESSICA TANDY, ANNE REVERE, John 
Russell, Jane Ball, Robert Coote, Leo G. Carroll, Natalie 
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Draper, Margaret Wycherly, Alma Kruger, Edmond 
Breon, Alan Napier * Directed by OTTO PREMINGER 
Produced by WILLIAM PERLBERG + From the Novel by 
KATHLEEN WINSOR © Screen Play by Philip Dunne 
and Ring Lardner, Jr, * Adaptation by Jerome Cady 
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September Is LUCKY MONTH at 20th Century-Fox .. . September Is YOUTH MONTH All Over America! 
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ii to Shorten N. Y. Clearances 
Grows: Claim Upping Rentals Too 


Drive t> revise metropolitan + 
New York clearances gathered im- 
petus during the week as a number | 
ef major distribs indicated consid- 
erable sympathy with indie circuit 
requests for a revamping of the 
system. From all appearances, min- 
imum of some 20-25 theatres in the 
New York area will either win a‘ 
promotion in run or a hefty slash | 
in their clearances. 

Aside from the implications of 
recent anti-trust decisions and par- 
ticularly that of the U. S. Supreme 
Court in the Government action. 
the big favoring factor is distribs’ 
belief that revenues on product 
can be upped respectably by the 
revision. One distrib biggie told 
Variety that his company esti- 
mates big films could bring an 
additional $100,000 average in 
rentals from New York with mod- 
erate charges pushed through. 

As a further development in the 
situation, RKO theatre chiefs are 
meeting with 20th-Fox sales execs 
on propose! cuts in RKO’s clear- 
indie houses of the 





Popcorn Topbilled 
Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

Some of the territory’s ex- 
hibitors apparently don’t think 
their No. 1 business is selling 
pictures, or that the films are 
their principal attractions. At 
any rate, the Grant theatre, 
Eveleth, Minn., uses its mar- 
quee not to advertise the 
names of its screen attractions, 
but to announce: “Hot Sea- 
soned Popcorn on Sale Here.” 

And W. R. Frank’s elaborate 
Boulevard Twins, combination 
restaurant and film house, de- 
votes all but a very small por- 
tion of its large amusement 
page display ads to telling 
about the virtues of its pies. 
The only mention of the screen 
offering is its name at the 
very bottom of the ads. 


'Par’s 62-Day Limit, 








change on RKO with the argument 
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Fred Allen 


Continued from page 2 


lin case you want to use it for 2 
"crash boat during your vacation, 
a 300-piece dinner set of simulated 


3 Indies Get Clearances Cut 56 
To 28 Days, Up Prices 


and Book on % 





agate or a life-time supply of nut- 
megs. If every radio program was 
a quiz show—at a given signal the 
'studio doors could be locked—all 
'of the morons would be trapped. | 
The rest of the population could | 
| go about its business. 
Decumentary Programs 

Dramatize historical events and | 
\the stories of the sponsor's prod- | 
ucts. If the product is steel the | 
| program opens with a fanfare—_| Pointing to earlier statistics 
the announcer shouts “STEEL'’— | showing that the 50,000,060 
then follows a series of vignettes:| people who attend films most 
1. A little boy playing with an | infrequently are over 35, 
ingot. A man passing says “What/ TOI, in its weekly bulletin, 
‘is your name sen?” The boy aB-; cites Metropolitan Life figures 
.swers “Andrew Carnegie, sit. | to prove that the situation is 
|(Dramatic music.) 2. The steel) jikely to get worse. In 1930, 
plant in Pittsburgh, A workman is| 930, of the population was 
piling steel. Another workman sayS| over 44, it is said, while in 
| “Where does all this steel £0, | 1950, 2914°% will be over that 
| Stanislaus?” (Cymbab crash.) A/ age. That means 10,500,000 
| banjo is heard with steel strings, | additional people over 44. 

|a messenger boy snaps his bicycle | Likewise, ATOI states, there 
clips, two girders _— | will be 8,600,000 fewer young- 
sion bridge sways in the distance.) ters under 20, the principal 
shots and shells are heard—World | group from which theatre at- 


Longevity and the B.O. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 31. 

Life insurance _ statistics 
showing that the U.S. popula- 
tion is growing steadily older 
were cited last week by the 
Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana as reason for Holly- 
wood to “sonsider a little big- 
ger portion of adult pictures.” 














ance 2, War II. (Bugle calls—music cres- : 

Skouras, Randforce and Century | $3,000,000 Budget On cant) the ‘aansteees. the ate) tendence is drawn. — 
circuits. wentieth’s distribution ne Foe » “STEEL! — Because of repent | 

toppers have been urging the DeMille 5 Samson deadingts you can't ae” Li . ° Sj ‘ . 


that the revisions can be made 
without mvch hurt to that affiliate 
while greatly enhancing the box- 
office pull of indie houses. 

RKO takes 20th product behind 
the Roxy ‘Broadway showcase) 
run. It is the contention of 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Cecil 


62 shooting days on a $3,606,000 


tion money. 


Paramount in keeping with its 
that many 3KO houses have clear- tightened financial policy. 
ances which are not warranted by | Sa oath Mille picture, “The 


existing competition. Reportedly, | 


, Unconquered,” required 93 days 


RKO is balking at the proposal 
after okaying-clearance cuts made 
in four situations. 

Loew’s officials, apparently, saw 
demands for changes as inevitable 
because of the high court decision. 
The cireuit several months ago 
quietly took a survey of each of its 
theatres to determine which have 
defensible clearances and which, if 
any, do not. With demands now 
being made by indie circuits, 
Loew's has a thumbnail summary 
of clearance factors in each situa- 
tion te guide it. 

Universal, which splits its prod- 


Dec. 14. 














|| Ansco Expansion | 
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“Alan W. Cook, head of Ansco’s 
professional motion picture depart- 
‘ment. Prior to sailing from New 


York for the French capital Satur- 

uct between RKO and Loew’s, has re é : 
also been meeting on the current day (28) on the Mauretania to act 
poser. Understood that U tenta- as color adviser on the film, Cook 
tively favors the changes but that revealed he may go to Rome after 
no final decision has yet been “Tower” is in the can as it’s pos- 
made. Company has been ap- sible Allen will do an Ansco color 
proached y both the Skouras and | pic there. 
Century chains. 

Some distribs are pointing up 
the case for revision with the argu- 
ment that RKO’s own conduct has |Monogram release, “16 Fathoms 
reinforced indie claims. Since RKO Deep.” Also sailing on the Maure- 
does not find it necessary to pro- tania was Charles Laughton who'll 
tect one of its theatres from an- star in “Tower” as well as Robert 
other, mile and one-half away, it futton and his wife, Cleatus Cald- 
shouldn't require protection against wel], who have featured roles in 
indies situated a similar distance ‘the same film. The French gov- 
away, it is claimed. ‘ernment granted special permis- 

All distribs have singled out one sion to the producers to use the 
of the high court’s statements as famed edifice as a background. 
the chief reason for clearance Screenplay is based upon a novel 
changes. That part of the Supreme py George Simenon. 
Court opirion held that the bur- | . ’ 
den of proving clearances are rea- Gen'l Aniline’s Big Net | 
sonable is placed cn the distribs’ General Aniline & Film Corp., 

















shoulders and not the theatres pro- producers of Ansco, during first 
tected. ‘six months of this year, ending 
‘June 30, has rolled up a net of 
$3,651,000, more than deubling the 
ZINNEMANN GETS FIRST 5,0, c#rnea ine same pe 
riod of 1947. Profits for the current 
SDG KUDO FOR ‘SEARCH’ half-year ire equivalent to $4.98 a 
share on the common A stock and 
Hollywood, A: 31. 50c. on the common B stock. Net 
Screen Directors Guild's first Sales during this period totaled 
directorial achievement award goes | $44.439,000, a gain of 25% over 
to Fred Zinnemann. for “The 54!¢s of $34,856,000 in the first half 
Search.” Plaque, for the period °f 1947. 
starting * patios July 31, was | ’ 
presented prexy George | : . . 
Marshall who described the film as Harrison Details Brit. 
“A ble Human  Docu-'! i y, i 
oo occ ee Technicolor s Expansion 
award.” _ British Technicolor’s expansion 
Zinnemann, former shorts direc- Program is progressing satisfac- 
tor for Metro, made the picture in torily according to. the. company’s 
Europe last year for Swiss produ-|™anaging director, Kay Harrison, 
cer Lazar Wechsler. It's a Metro | Who arrived in New York Monday 
release. . (30) for a six-week stay. Within 
nine months, he said, the firm’s 
English laboratorie# will be geared 
Pine-Thomas Prep 3 to handie some 18 films annually 
‘compared to four before the war. 
: Hollywood, Aug. 31. = With four Technicolor cameras 
Bill Pine and Bill Thomas now available in Britain, Harrison 
rounded up complete screenplays | noted that the company is building 
on, the three high they more. He felt that production 
Will make for this year’s program bottlenecks would be completely 


at 15 broken in about another six-month 
with “El Paso.” and prints would be delivered on 


schedule. While Technicolor is 





unfavorable conditions. 


B. DeMille will have to. 
finish his “Samson and Delilah” in | 


budget or furnish his own comple- | 
Edict was issued by | 


and cost $4,500,000. “Sampson” is | 
slated to start Oct. 4 and finish | 


‘lab in Los Angeles: according to | 


Comedy Shews 


A band, a singing group and an | 
alleged comedian with his steoges. | 
The listener has difficulty making | 
‘up his mind about the comedy | 
show. When the band is playing | Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
he wishes the singing group was| With the city council influenced 
singing. When the singing group by North Central Allied into believ- 
is singing he wishes the comedian jing Minneapolis is overseated and 
was telling jokes. When the come- | shouldn’t have any more new thea- 
dian is telling jokes he wishes he |tres, unusual developments are 
had tuned in some other program. | giving a new twist to the licensing 
The average comedy show is no | situation. Developments 
-laughing matter. 
Mystery Programs have changed ownership. 

Start with gunshots—a woman's In the case of the Vogue. one of 
shriek—a door slamming. The de- | the neighborhoed theatres, the new 
| tective arrives and tells four bad |owner, Wilfred Wolfson, has the 


Involves Two Theatres 
In Mpls. on Overseating 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
After holding out for six weeks, 


‘one of the three local independent 


| neighborheed situations, the Nate 
|and Sol Fischer Varsity theatre. of- 


fered 28-day availability deals by 
Metro, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros., 
in place of present 56 days, has 
signed up. One other, Martin Lebe- 
doff's Homewood theatre, has in- 
dicated the deal will be accepted 
this week. The Volk Bros., third of 
the trio, offered the deaf for their 
Nile, also are expected toe fall in 


| line. 


Deals involve percentage, calling 


ifor higher film costs than the flat 


rentals, for the 56-day availability. 
Also, theatres will boost admissions 
from 40c to 60c and will give pic- 
tures five to seven days’ runs. 
Houses have been using two to 
three changes a week. 

In taking deals, the exhibitors 
are going contrary to the advice of 
Bennie Berger, president of North 
Central Allied, of which they're 
members. Berger urged them to 


, reject the deals and any other pro- 


involve | 
two neighborhood theatres which , 


| 
| 


| jokes with his girl assistant. The | showhouse, but no license, and the | 


| body turris out to be Big Benny, a house has been shuttered by the 
gangster who owns a night club license department. Paul Mans 
called the Plaid Weasel. There are and Evy Engquist, whose lease ex- 
no clews. The detective and the | pired, were evicted by Wolfson, but 
| girl teil seven more bad gags and |they refuse to relinquish their li- 
| drink two scotch and sodas. A/cense to him. The license still has 
| phone rings. The detective answers |a year to run, and Mans & En- 
and says softly “The mystery is | quist have purchased a nearby site 
solved, chief. The murderer is; for a new competing theatre, and 
|Limpy Lester, the pimento king. | propose to ‘use the license for it. 
| Big Benny stopped buying pimen- | 
| tos and was puttin’ red flannel in hood theatre, was bought by the 
the ends of the stuffed olives he Ted Mann group, but Mrs. Roy Se- 


| 


posals involving higher film costs. 
He declared local independent 
neighborhood and suburban ex- 
hibitors are entitled to “fairer” 
clearance without any film costs’ 
boosts. under the Supreme Court 
consent decree case decision. Other 
Minneapolis independents, aise 
members of North Central Allied, 
who haven't been offered the 28- 
day deals, are resentful, claiming 
that now distributers are dis- 
criminating among independents, 
whereas before. the Minnesota 
Amuse. Co. (Par.) was the lone 
favorite. Like Berger. they wanted 
the Fischers and others to turn 
down the deals. 


Hitherto, the only Minneapolis 
neighberheood situation to have the 
28-day availability is the Para- 
mount’s Uptown which plays the 
pictures on percentage, has a 60c. 
scale and runs attractions a full 
week. Industry points out it may 
or may net be significant that two 
of the three exhibitors getting the 
chance at the 28-day deals are 
engaged in lawsuits with distrib- 
utors. Lebedoff is suing the major 
distributors and Minnesota Amus. 


|\Co. for damages alleged to have 


The .Princess, another neighbor- | 


‘was usin’ in martinis.’’ Radio mys- | crest, who has been operating it, | 


wait around the studio until the 


‘announcer reads the ¢ommercials. | 


Round Table Discussions 
Generally conducted by a Sena- 
tor, a Representative, a business 
tycoon and a newspaper columnist. 
The topic is—“How Should Tru- 
man Proceed With Stalin?” Dur- 
ing the course of the discussion 
Truman is told exactly how to 
proceed with Stalin. Stalin is told 
how to help Truman proceed. The 
discussion goes off the air to riot- 
ous applause. One factor has not 
been taken into consideration. 
Truman didn’t hear the program— 
neither did Stalin. They both go 
along growling at each othér as 
before. Listening to most round 
table discussions is like boring a 
hole through the wall of a Turkish 
bath—all you get is a lot of hot air. 
Disk Jockeys 
Often called “nocturnal non-se- 
quiturs.”” To be a disk jockey you 
have to have insomnia and a col- 
lection of reeords. Most night clubs 
hire disk jockeys in self-defense. 
When business is bad the disk 
jockey makes enough noise in the 
club to keep the bartenders and 
the waiters awake. Like the owl, 
the other renizen of the night, 
when the sun comes up the disk 
jockey blinks, shakes himself, 
closes his eyes and sleeps through 
the day. 
; Radio has many more attrac- 
tions — news commentators, who 
live in a state of perpetual flux. 
The average news commentator 
can wax just as hysterical read- 
ing his “Bunny Boo” (Rabbit Ex- 
terminator) commercial as he can 
relating the momentous happen- 
ings of the day. Dramatic shows 
named for products they advertise 
—_The Peanut Butter Players 
The Carborundum Cavalcade 
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Ansco Color, which is based | teries ‘are always solved. The mur- | has announced she will fight to re- 
upon the monopack process, was|derers are always caught. After |tain the license for a new theatre 
used by Allen for his current, they murder their victims they | which she proposes to build. 


Bennie Berger, North Central Al- 
lied president, says the position of 
the independent exhibitors’ organ- 
ization is that the license to operate 
a theatre should go along with the 
premises. ; 


Two $15,000 Damage Suits 





been sustained in consequence of 
unjust clearance. The major dis- 
tributors are suing Volk Bros. to 
recover monies allegedly due them 


_ because of claimed incorrect re- 


turns on percentage pictures. 
Pictures in the present 28-day 
Fischer deal are the Metro's 
“Easter Parade” and “On An 
Island With You.” Warners’ “Life 


With Father,’ “Key Largo” and 


Follow Theatre Collapse 


St. Louis, Aug. 31. 
Two suits, each asking $15,000 


damages have been filed in the | 


local Circuit Court as outgrowth 


of the collapse of the roof of the | 


Senate, a small subsequent run | 


picture theatre in the downtown. 


district last July 8. The plaintiffs | 


are Lee Thompson and Ceci] M.| ¢Xceeded its quota of $10,000,000, 


Duncan, both of whom suffered in- *¢cording to Samuel 


-“Two Guys from Texas” and 20th- 


Fox’s “Street With No Name.” The 
exhibitors have been trying to get 
Paramount te offer the 28-day deal, 
too, but so far without success. 





‘HOLLYWOOD TOPS UJA 


GOAL OF $10,000,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
Drive for the United Jewish 
Appeal in the Los Angeles are2 has 


Goldwyn, 


juries when buried beneath debris PTe*Y: Last year’s contributions 


as they sat in the theatre balcony. 
Defendants are Julius Levan 


thai tr 


and Charles Goldman, owners of | 
the house, and Mr. and Mrs. Leo | 


Tsutsulls, owner of an adjoining ° . 
building; a wall of which seas ‘Rocky Mt. Indies Chide 
and fell on the Senate theatre roof. | 





Rogell Reins ‘Road’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Sid Rogell drew production reins 
on RKO'’s “The Road to Carmi- 


chael’s,” with Mel Dinelli assi 
as scripter. 7 





Film was orginally slated for 


totaled $6,286,598. 


This year’s local fund was con- 
ibuted by 60,000 donors, an in- 
crease of 20,000 over last year. 





‘Laziness’ and Checkers 
Again cracking the whip on the 


| distributors, current bulletin of Al- 


lied Rocky Mountain Theatres 
claims that “laziness” of their sales 
organizations in the field is a big 


factor behind the slumping reven- 
ues of the majors. 


It adds that 
there are “many theatre accounts 
in this territory that haven't been 
solicited in months’ and also 


shooting in Mexico last fall but | charges that some branch mana- 
shelved beeause of high cost of pro- | gers haven't been over the field in 


duction below the 


‘border. 








children who will become contest- 
ants on quiz programs. Musical | 
programs — Jive and Conga with | 
Sammy LaZonga, An Evening with 
Carmen Gundelfinger and so on) 


__I am not worried. While tele. 


vision is making up its mind, radio | the exhib notified 
marches on! It may be a. treadmill |“ ages 
ing 


—but RADIO MARCHES ON! 


! 
in J 


years. 


Same ARMIT bulletin takes a 
poke at the practice of one of the 
majors in allegedly sending blind 


checkers to clock nabe theatres. It 
noted that a company checker re- 


cently was spotted in a grove of 


trees facing the house of 2 “highly 
respected 


exhibitor” in Denver. 

Unaware the man was a ciocker, 
» that a 

was loiter- 

. ARMIT feels 


Copyright, 1948, New York Herald ‘Tribune, Inc, Checking. is a “waste of money.” 
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Petrillo’s Backtracking on H'wood 


Music Demands Held Significant 


° s ‘ 
In the first major victory scored ¢- 


by the film industry in holding the 
wage line against labor union de- 
mands since the inflationary price 


spiral began, major company execs | 


and James C. Petrillo agreed last 
week (26) to extend the existing 
studio musicians’ pact for another 


year. In wider economic terms, the | W25 
settlement marks the first time | drive. 


that a powerful U. S. trade union 
has buried its demands since war- 
time wage controls were lifted in 
1945. 

Under the agreement reached 
afier eight days of sporadic nego- 
tiations, all wages, hours and work- 
ing conditions operative under the 


extended for one year. The AFM, 
however, reserves the right to re- 
open the contract at any time upon 
69 days’ notice. 





‘ 
| 


i 


q 


In a statement to the producers | 


before inking the extension, Pe- 
trillo 
existing economic conditions, both 


said the AFM was taking | 


at home and abroad, in the film | 


industry into consideration. At a 


more appropriate time, however, | 


Petrillo. indicated he would come 
back with a regular round of de- 
mands. Industry leaders, including 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Barney Bala- 


labor chief for the Assn. of Motion 


RKO Flacks Walk Plank 


Holiywood, Aug. 31. 

Three RKO flacks got their no- 
tice and four others take a month 
off, two weeks of which will be 
without pay. in the newest economy 
Pinkslipped trio includes 
Arthur Wilde, publicity photogra- 
phic chief. Ruth Penney, fashion 
publicity and radio contacts, Stan- 
ley Margulies, Unit man. 

Vacationing quartet are Conrad 
Krebs, Nan Blake, William speyers 
and Jack Granara. Approximately 
290 already have been let out un- 


pact expiring Aug. 31 are to be | der Hughes’ regime. 





Hub Indie Houses 


willingness 

e \Sereen Publicists Guild and the 
‘Screen Office & Professional Em-— 
| 


Boston, Aug. 31. 


SAG Votes on Pact 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Screen Actors Guild mailed out 


mending a “yes” vote for terms of 
a new working contract with the 
major film studios. 


| New agreement will run from 
‘Aug. 1, this year, to Dec. 31, 1950, 
subject to reopening on various) 


dates to handle unforeseen prob- 
lems. 


N. Y. Collarites 





_ May Compromise 


| Laber relations in the film com- 


{ClO white-collarite unions await- 


ing reply of the majors to their. 


request to open new contract ne- 
,gotiations. Less than four weeks 


‘remain before expiration of the 
| old pacts on Sept. 27 and, to date, | 
only Eagle Lion has indicated its | 


to settle with the 


| plovees Guild. 


| Possibility looms that the other | 


Indie film houses are battling companies, foliowing the lead of 


the proposed boost for amusement 


jand recreation workers at hear- 


ings this week before the Mass- 


lachusetis Minimum Wage commis- 
ban, Spyros P. Skouras, Major Al-;|sion. Wage proposals would affect 
bert Warner and Charles Boren, | between 10,000 and 15,000 workers. 


Emmanuel Kurland, counsel for 


Picture Producers, expressed their’, group of 252 indie exhibitors, 


“warm appreciation” to Petrillo for 
his “considerate attitude.” 
AFM In the Middle 
Behind the diplomatic communi- 
que, however, there was _ recon- 
structed a picture of the AFM 


|}62'4e under the proposal. 


prexy, over a barrel, being forced | 


to come to terms. Two factors were 
seen by industry observers as re- 
sponsible. for Petrillo’s retreat. 
Primarily, the AFM, already weak- 
ened in prestige by its run-in with 
the Wroadcasters, was unable to 
carry on a two-front war of attri- 
tion against the film and platter in- 
dustries at the same time. Second- 
arily, the Taft-Hartley law has 
seriously clipped the fighting 
power of the union. 

The film industry agreement was 
also seen as a personal body blow 
to Petrillo, undisputed czar of 
musicians since 1940. Beset by 
rumblings of discontent by Coast 
musicians before the negotiations 
opened, Petrillo will now face a 
roar of opposition from the mem- 
bership of Local 47. The siudio 
tooters raised demands for more 
employment and higher wages, but 
Petrillo told them to “shut up” 
since he would take care of them. 
Petrillo and his studio rep, C. W. 
Gillette, are now going back 
emptyhanded. 


Major provisions of the current 


contract, inked in April, 1946 call 


for a basic wage scale of $13.33 per 
hour with a minimum guarantee of 
520 hours annually for each musi- 
cian. Employment figures at each 
studio call for 50 musicians each 
at Metro, 20th-Fox and Warners; 
45 at Paramount, and 36 at RKO, 
Cotumbia, Universal and Republic. 

On television, it was agreed that 


- beiore any picture could be tele- 


cast, producers would sit down 
with the union for a deal to cover. 
AFM, however, allows the transfer 
of soundtracks from 35m to 16m 
with no extra payment to musi- 
cians. 


Minn. Statute Pockets 





Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
Minnesota Bureau of Research 


and Development has dug up sta- 
tute which restricts theatre give- 
Discovery followed a com- 


aways. 
plaint against the Paramount cir- 
cuit’s Minneopolis State and St. 


said the employes are mostly 
school children working as spare- 
time ushers, etc.. whose current 
25-40c an hour would be upped to 
Coun- 
sel stated the exhibitors had never 
been consulted about the proposed 
increases in minimum wages. 


Proposais, unsupported by pro- 
ponents at the hearing, affect min- 
imum wage earners in theatres, 
nightclubs, radio stations, carnies. 
dance halls, bowling alleys and 
other activities in amusement field. 








Indie Prod. 


Continued from page 3 





being lensed in Paris in a deal 
between Cornell Pictures, Franchot 
Tone indie unit, and a French pro- 
ducer. Others starting tomorrow 
are “Thunder in the Pines,” which 
William Stephens Productions is 
making for Screen Guild Release, 


and “Rough Sketch,” the John Gar- 
field-Jennifer Jones starrer which | 
tees off the activities of Horizon 


Pictures, new indie formed by 


‘John Huston and Sam Spiegel. Co- 
‘lumbia will release. 


Another big indie film gets the 
gun a few days later when Sam 
Goldwyn puts “Roseanna McCoy” 
before the cameras. He releases 
through RKO. A_ week iater, 
“Easy Does It,” the Bob Hope star- 


‘rer for P>camount release under 


the Hope Enterprises banner, gets 


ithe green light. The same week, 


_ scheduled 


Par Chain’s Giveaway 


Argosy launches “She Wore a Yel- 
low Ribbon,” for which Ben John- 
son and John Agar already are set. 
Another big outdoor picture will 
be “Tennessee's Partner,” 


new indie, Fidelity Pictures, starts 
its production activity some time 
in September with a $1,000,000 
Trucolor oater, “Montana Belle,” 
which Republie will release. 


Other irdependent productions 
include: “File 649, 
State Department,” Sigmund Neu- 
feld Pictures; “Shep Comes 
Home,” Robert Lippert Produc- 
tions; “Daughter of Ramona,” Mar- 
tin Mooney Productions; ‘Too Late 
for Tears.” Hunt Stromberg; 
“Blowing Wild,” U. S. Pictures; “El 
Paso,” Pine-Thomas; “One Too 
Many,” ‘Hygienic Productions; 


Paul Paramount theatres’ perma-,“Gun Crazy,” King Bros.; “When 


nent wave kit giveaways. 


Statute bars giveaways “if they 
are harmful to competition,” and | 
burcau has ruled that it can be 
invoked in cases of theatre gifts as 
well as store handouts. When the 
bureau brought the matter to the 
attention of Joe Finley, counsel for 
the circuit, the theatres, following 
the give- 
away without challenging the law's | 
interpretation or having a test case Popkin; 


his advice, discontinued 


instituted. 


Complainant was Alice Moodie 


ether beauticians. State iv- 
or Poul tures for Screen Guild, “Son of 


ing pues 100 kits and the 


' ductions; 


a Man's a Man.” Windsor Pictures. 


Also “Charlie Chan in Mexico,” 
James S. Burkett Productions; 
“Flight Into Infinity,” Masque Pro- 
“Stampede,” Champion 
Productions; “Children of the 
Sun,” Audio Pictures: “Once a 
Lawyer,” Belsam Productions: 


“The Raiding Doolins of Kansas,” 


Producers-Actors; “Impact,” Harry 
“An Old Fashioned Girl,” 
Pictures; “Mr. Wilmer,” 


|Hal Reach; a second Inner Sanc- : 


tum film from MRS: “House of 
Cards,” National Pictures, and a 
pair from Western Adventure Pic- 


ount 50 daily to the first Billy the Kid” and “Where There's 


feminine patrons buying tickets. 


‘a Will.” 


which | 
Harry Sherman will make at Enter- | 
prise at about the same time. A. 


'United Aftists, will refuse to bar- 
|gain with the guilds because of their 
refusal to comply with the Taft- 
Hartley law. Industry labor com- 
mittee, headed by Major Leslie E. 
Thompson of RKO, is now in proc- 
ess of formulating its strategy in 


regard to both SPG and SOPEG in| 


light of the T-H law. 

A compromise deal between the 
guilds and the companies may be 
worked out. meanwhile, in crder 
to avoid a head-on industry-union 
collision. Company execs may 
wink at the guilds’ flouting of the 
T-H Jaw if the unions reciprocate 
by cutting back their demands. 
Both sides will keep this formula 
in the background until other ave- 
nues towards an agreements be- 
come exhausted. 


SPG and SOPEG demands for. 


,the new contract, which were ac- 
‘cepted at membership meetings last 
week. include a 25% wage hike 
stronger job security and improved 
grievance machinery. Minimum 
wage scales for clerical workers 
have been set at $30 per week by 
SOPEG. Recently, at Eagle Lion. 
\SOPEG accepted a sliding wage 


‘scale, depending on the cost-of-liv- | 
_ing index, which may be introduced * 


‘into the industry generally. 
Another question mark in the 

upcoming pact negotiations is the 

trole of Local H-63, International 


Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- f 


plovees. which has a firm foothold 
in UA and a toehold in Paramount 
.and Columbia. Organizers of Lo- 
cal H-63 are trving to 


ture by recourse to the National 
Labor Relations Board collective 
bargaining elections. Elections at 
UA, scheduled for last Friday (27), 
were postponed indefinitely pend- 
ing an appeal by SOPEG to the 
NLRB chief in Washington to lay 
aside the New York regional of- 
fice’s decision. This decision grant- 
ed Local H-63 the sole place on the 
election ballot. 


e. , _ 
_ Philly’s Saranac Drive 
Philadelphia, Aug. 31. 

| Joining the current show biz 
‘drive in behalf of the Will Rogers 
*Memorial Hospital, Saranac Lake. 
N. Y., over 80 local exhibs pledged 





their support to the campaign at > 


a Broadwood hotel luncheon vester- 
day (Mon.). Sponsors of the drive 
from the major company home- 
offices asked the exhibs to take up 
theatre collections and run a 
trailer to be furnished by National 
/Sereen Service. 

Among the group of New York 
execs attending the luncheon were 
Abe Montague, chairman of the 
district committee: William A. 
Scully; Sam Shain, and Earle 
Sweigert. 


Popkin Pops Back West 

Indie producer Harry Popkin re- 
turned to the Ceast from New York 
last week after 10 days of huddles 


4 





at the United Artists homeoffice on | 


releasing and production plans. His 
initial film, “My Dear Secretary,” 
stom be released by UA in Novem- 

r. 

Next on his slate will be “Im- 
Pact,” Starring Brian Donlevy, Ella 
Raines, Helen Walker and Charles 
'Coburn, which he hopes to have 
before the cameras by Oct. 1. That 
will be followed by “Sheilah,” with 
‘a Dec. 1 starting date. 


ballots to its membership, recom-/ 


panies’ homeoffices entered a cru- | 
cial stage this week with tie tywe | 


Rentals earned by 20th-Fox on “Iron Curtain,” story of the recent 
atom bomb spy scare in Canada, have zoomed 44.7% during the lag 
month over the previous month. Majority of the new biz is believed 
| directly attributable to current newspaper headlines on alleged spy 
activities in this country. According to 20th statistics, the picture tg 
date has amassed over 10,000 bookings and isn’t yet through its run. 
Possibility that 20th would do a sequel to “Curtain” based on the 
current Kasenkina affair, meanwhile, was derided by company spokes. 
‘men. They pointed out that the difficulties involved in obtaining 
clearances to such a story, plus the time spent in writing and shooting 
the pictufe, would take at least six months. By that time, they said 
the story will probably have been long forgotten by ail but history 
teachers. 


; 





United Artists’ willingness to allow its films to be televised for ex. 
ploitation purposes landed the third of its pix on NBC's “Author Meets 
Critic’. Sunday (29). Stanley Kramer’s “So This Is New York” was 
the subject of discussion, with Henry Morgan, the film’s star, in the role 

!of defender. On the panel with him were writers Russell Maloney and 
Merle Miller. As usual, John McCaffrey was moderator. 

Portion of the pic was telecast on the video show, while the same 
comment was done entirely erally on “Author’s” NBC network radie 
version the same day. 





City College of New York is expanding its Institute of Film Tech- 
‘niques to full-daytime status when the fall semester starts. Founded 
‘im 1941, the Institute has trained more than 2,000 professionals and 
amateurs through its evening courses. New curriculum calls for courses 
in motion picture history, fundamentals of film production, film writing, 
editing, photography and documentary techniques. Institute director 
is Hans Richter, who produced the surrealistic film, “Dreams That 
| Money Can Buy,” released several months ago. 





Film actors are worrying about the recent increase in documentary 
films, which have a tendency to whittle down the number of jobs avail- 
able for name players. Trend among documentary producers is to use 
one or two experienced thesps and fill out the cast with unknown 
thesps. This is particularly true of documentaries filmed on the actual 
location of the story, where unknowns are hired on the spot, leaving 
thesps at liberty in Hollywood. 





Film director, recently fired for turning out what his boss considered 
_a “stinker,” is enjoying a chuckle these days while his old employer is 
| reported kicking himself around the lot. Picture is about to be hailed 
_as “an American classic” in a slick magazine and the director is ac- 
cepting congratulations from all who have glimpsed the film. Mean- 
while he ‘s .orking on another major lot at three times his old salary. 

Reason for the shelving of “Ethan Frome” as a Bette Davis starrer 
at Warners is that the story, backgrounded in New England, is too 
reminiscent of “A Winter Meeting,” which the studio would like to 
forget. Understood the star's future course will be toward lighter 
themes and away from weepy stuff. Her most recent picture, “June 
Bride,” is on the comic side. 

Prompted by the boxoffice returns of “A Date With Judy.” Metro is 
reported cooking up a series of ‘Teen Age” pictures co-starring Eliza- 
beth Taylor and Jane Powell. Idea is a femme version to succeed the 
Prag! Hardy” series, which passed out when Mickey Rooney outgrew 

e role. 





Following Alfred Hitchcock’s “Rope.” which covers 80 minutes of 
actual time in 80 minutes'of footage, RKO will observe the same tech- 
nique in “The Set-Up.” with the same amount of film covering the 
same footage. Meanwhile Albert J. Cohen is readying “City Attorney” 
on a similar basis at 75 minutes. 





Indie producer, on the hunt for a capable film director, discovered 
no less than 51 experienced meggers at liberty. Producer was almost 
swamped by agents and major studio representatives with directors to 
spare. Hollywood has the largest number of unenmiployed film pilots 


in years. 
es 
Indies-MPEA 
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ahead and selling their pictures in 
‘England and other countries on 
their own, disregarding the MPAA 
and MPEA agreements, except 
whexe they are temporarily tied 
by contracts. 

Such important indies as Gold- 
wyn, Selznick and Disney have! 
never belonged to the MPEA, pre- 
ferring to sell their product out- 
right to local distributors in the 
13 territories serviced by the As- 
sociation, or to make other ar- 
‘rangements. Other independents. 
such as Edward Small and Sol 
|Lesser, who have been in the 
MPEA, are pulling out as fast as 
their contracts expire. 

In Dutch In Spades 

Holland has been the locale 
of the greatest breakaway from 


edgedly tough ones. They include, 
among others, the occupied coun- 
tries of Germany, Austria, Japan 
and Korea, which have been under 
military control and from which 
no money can be exported. and 
the Iron Curtain areas. 

MPEA toppers feel that the 
indies have not always been un- 
derstanding of the problems faced 
and are not sufficiently versed in 
the necessity of the American in- 
dustry’s maintaining its solid front 
abroad. 

Sears on Monday said that there 
was no chance of UA pulling out 
of the MPEA in those territeries 
where the State Dept. was anxious 
for U. S. films to play for ideolog- 
ical reasons. He mentioned specif- 
ically Czechoslovakia, the Ambas- 


-MPEA. Indies have continually sador to which, Laurence Stein- 
sold around the organization there hardt, recently spoke to MPEA 
,and weakened its position to the members at a luncheon. Stein- 


extent that it all but closed up hardt stressed the necessity of 


jthere yesterday (Tuesday) when | Hollywood product presenting the 
the pact holding American com-/ American way of life there. even 
panies together there expired. if the distribs got no coin whatso- 


_From today on, MPEA is merely ever. 


serving as a central handling and 


contracting agency in the Nether- : ‘Diable’ Finally OK’d But 


lands, with each company main- 
ainit -s rep there. Coin’ U Won't Distrib in U.S. 


taining a sales rep there. Coin 
will no longer be pro rated on the Although Universal financed 
basis of each company’s U. S. paul Graetz’s production in France 
grosses—as in other MPEA terri- of “Diable au Corps’ and is dis- 
tag on business each dis- tributing it in the rest of the 
; s pix do there. = world, it will not handle the film 
ndies bear no animosity to the in the U. S. Graetz’s own firm, 
MPEA as such, it’s just that they AFE, will release it here. It is ex- 
feel they can do better on their pected to open in New York in 
own. They likewise have a feeling November. 
that some of their better product, Film was okayed by the New 
is used abroad to sell the poorer York censor board last week after 
films of the majors. a long struggle, reported to have 
___ MPEA, on the other hand, feels ;included reshooting and re-editing 
that it has done a good job in get-!some scenes. No application has 
ting coin out of some almost im- been made yet for Johnston office 
possible places. Territories as- Production Code seal or the Legion 
Signed to ityhave all been acknowl- {of Decency imprimateur. 
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The trade Press Adds Its Unstinted “90 minutes of terror-play, the likes 


‘ ' of which have seldom been filmed. 
Praise To The Industry-Wide Will run a race with itself to .de- 
termine of which it can develop 
the most— goose pimples or cash 
customers.” —-BOXOFFICE 






— ‘Fascinating entertainment... holds 
ee the spectator spellbound for every 
one of its dynamic 90 minutes. As 


brilliant a job of picture-making 

as one is likely to encounter in 

many months.” 
= —HOLLY WOOD REPORTER 













Motion Picture! 


Oné of the most suspenseful 
pictures of the year. Stanwyck 
turns in a memorable perform- 


ance. Burt Lancaster splendid.” 
—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


“Top entry ... should 
rate handsome box- 
ofhce returns. A real 
thriller. It’s an ace of \ 

a job.” wt AEE ‘Picture carries tremendous impact. 
Builds suspense steadily from the 


opening to the highest pitch of 
terror.” —MOTION PICTURE HERALD 

















“Its potentialities for 
achieving boxofhce pro- 
portions are readily ap- 


parent. Top dramatic seks eee ea d 
fare... strikes different islet Ge titania is Taha: 
unusual productions. 


note for top grosses.” 
—DAILY VARIETY 
—FILM DAILY Og ee 


“An achievement in pic- 
ture making which will 
stand up among the 





BARBARA BURT 


Stanwyck - Lancaster 


SC IRRY, WRONG NUMBE sER 


with Directed by Produced by , 
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Film Reviews 








The Seeret Land 
deftly made use of frequent clips 
of penguins, shots of King Nep- 
tune ceremonies when crossing the 
equator, as well as a few sequences 
of enlisted men and officers in 
their off-duty hours. These bits 
afforded a nice change of pace 
from the unreeling of the cold, 
factual details of the expedition it- 
self. Orville O. Dull gave “Secret 
Land” a topflight production while 
Bronislau Kaper’s musical score 
enhances the dramatic content of 
the film. 

In This Corner 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Aug. 28. 


Eagle-Lion release of David L. Stephen- 
son (Arc) production. Stars Scott Brady; 
features Anabel Shaw. Jimmy Millican, 





Mary Meade, Charles D. Brown, Robert | 


Biee. Directed by Charles F. Riesner. 
Screenplay, Burk Symon. Fred Niblo. Jr-.: 
camera, Guy Roe; editor, Norman Col- 


bert. Previewed Aug. 27, *48. Running 
time, 62 MINS. 

Jimmy Weston.......6.«+s:: Scott Brady 
EE. <% «0 eBid bee e ce weds Anabel Shaw 
SS rere Chas. D. Brown 
Wet BAP... 52 cvcccovees Jimmy Millican 
Birdie Bronson.............. Mary Meade 
Commander Harris.......... Bob Bice 
Television Announcer...... Don Forbes | 
Barton, Announcer........ Ball Kennedy 
_ SERRA S rere John Doucette 
, 0 Pre er Cy Kendall 





“In This Corner” proves an okay 
program feature, offering sufficient 
interest 
Prizefight yarn has been mixed 
with theme of restoring war-mark- 
ed veterans to normal activity and 


it all comes off well enough to: 


stand up in its intended market. 


Smoother production and direc- | 
tion would have helped give the | 
okay plot a stronger outlook, but | 
even at that, budget limitations | 


have been overcome with sufficient 


for the action houses. | 
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|and full of enthusiasm, ready to 


‘lend a hand at sports and prove | 


'that he knew something of maths. 
‘But he had nét reckoned with 
Marius Goring, whose 21 years at 
the college have filled him with 
tradition, who resents the new 
blood, and cannot forgive when he 
wins the one girl he had coveted. 


It is in its characterization that | 
Goring’s in-| 


this may score, and 
terpretation of the ‘traditional 
teacher, whose background has 
been colored by his long associa- 
tion with the School, is one of the 
best things he has done on the 
isereen. Not entirely gaining sym- 


‘pathy for his crass stupidity and | 
i he typifies the | 


petty jealousies, 
staid and stuffy public school tra- 
dition, which is responsible for his 
untimely end. 

On the other side of the fence 
is Farrar, smoothly competent in 


a role which does not make big) 


demands, but making a very good 
romantic team with Greta Gynt. 
Main settings of the film are the 
classroom. 
ening, and dialog is top heavy. 
Myro. 


Private Life of an Actor | 


(FRENCH) 


Siritzky release of Union Cinemato- 
graphique Lyonnaise production. Stars 
Sacha Guitry; written and directed by 
Guitry. Camera, N. Toporkoff; music, 
Louis Beydts; English titles, 
Clements. Previewed N. Y., Aug. 30, *48. 
Running time, 100 MINS. 

Lucien Guitry 


Seema Guitry § .civecdessss Sacha Guitry | : a 

| Catherine... edhe ceases Lana Marconi | (Rick) Ricketson, Jr., Elmer C. 
| Amtoimette.......ccese, Marguerite Pierry | Rhoden and Harold J. Fitzgerald. 
his ees so0cecebeeses Pauline Carten | - 

aa Jacques Baumer Ostensibly the meet of the 20th 
PUNE. doc cc cvcvediccccosiacs: Robert Seller subsid was to talk defense of the | 





(In French; English Titles) 
Sacha Guitry’s comeback to the 


Charles ; 


‘uncle to join the patriots fighting 
‘for Argentine independence. En- 
{listed by General Belgrano as a 
‘drummer boy, he meets his patriot 
|father on the field of Tacuari (his- 
| toric battle won by the patriots). 
Both die heroically together. 


Francisco Martinez Allende, as 
‘the drummer boy’s father, carries 
‘off all the acting honors. Young 
| Juan Carlos Barbieri is spontane- 
‘ous and sincere as the drummer 
| boy, but he is not an actor yet. A 
‘wonderful make-up job has been 
done on Mario Vanarelli as Gen- 
eral Belgrano and he gives a genu- 
ine and authentic performance. 
|The photography by Humberto Pe- 
ruzzi is better than usual, especial- 
ly the battle scenes. Director Car- 
los Borcosque relied on the help 
of army staff officers for these big 
battle scenes. 

Previously Argentine studios 
have excelled at making historical 
| pix but in this case Emelco, new 
to the game, has erred by trying to 
jachieve a very bright light with a 
very small candle. Nid. 











Par Theatres 
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/merely asking for a_ detailed 
proposition before expressing any 
opinion. 

National Theatres 


Suggested terms of settlement 
have created a considerable 
amount of debate in top-strategy 
boards of the Big Five. Charles 
P. Skouras, National Theatres’ 
i head, convened last week in New 
| York with his district chiefs F. H. 








Direction needs tight- | 


| anti-trust action but it’s .under- 
| stood the possibilities of settle- 


| ment were grabbed as well as how 


ingenuity to spin it along enter-; postwar French cinema is a dis-| far NT would go to win a deal. 


tainingly despite the flaws. 


| appointment. 


“Private Life of an 


Scott Brady, sereen newcomer, Actor,” his first pic since being 
makes a bid for attention and has | “leared of a collaborationist rap, is 
' 


the physical appearance to carry 
off role of vet who becomes a light | 
heavyweight fighter. He looks like | 
he has a chance with proper hand- 
ling and more experience. 

Yarn concerns Brady, discharged 
from Navy service, taking up fisti- 
cuffs for a livelihood. A crooked 
manager gets hold of him and 


shoves him along fast as a buildup | 


for big gambling killing. When 


Brady won't go for a fixed fight, the | 


gambler plot without him. He 
frames Brady to make it look like 
a punch has killed a_ sparring 

artner. This reawakens mental 

lock Brady received during serv- 
ice when a blow from him killed 
a navy buddy. He loses the fight 
but next time around, just when 
Brady is taking a terrific beating, 
his girl friend rushes in with the 
supposedly dead man and saves the 


ay. 
Supporting Brady in his first star 


spot are Anabel Shaw, the girl | 


friend; Jimmy Millican, the crook- 
ed manager; Mary Meade, latter’s 
moll; Charles D. Brown, Brady’s 
trainer; and Robert Bice, Navy 
commander. Cast has some awk- 
ward dialog to stumble through 
but otherwise measures up to de- 
mands. 

Charles F. Riesner directed the 
David I. Stephenson production 
and standard lensing was con- 
tributed by Guy Roe. Editing is 
Jerky. One tune, “Out of the Blue,” 
is injected for very minor ae. 

rog. 


Mr. Perrin & Mr. Traill 





a prosaic biog of his father, Lucien 


} 


| At the same time, the settle- 
ment picture has been complicated 
| by a growing revolt among big in- 





TT 


How Picture Companies Compare 


With the halfway mark now passed by all major film companies 
(United Artists excepted), the 1948 profits’ sweepstakes shapes up 


as follows: 
Co. °48 Period Rept’d °48 Net "47 Comparison 

1. Paramount—6 months ........ $13,570,000 $17,407,000 
2. Warner Bros.—9 months...... 10,321,000 19,134,000 
3. 20th-Fox—6 months .......... 6,894,659 8,401,778 
4. Metro—-9 months ......cccece 4,729,063 10,904,821 
5. RKO—G months ......ccccecse 1,901,863 5,107,347 

| 6. Columbia—9 months ......... 855,000 2,935,000 

| %. Universal—6 months ........ 232,866 2.092.418 








+ 


Fall of French Cabinet 


| 
Paris, Aug. 31. 


| Fall of the French cabinet at the 
lend of last week may have saved 
ithe U. S. film industry from the 
'meterage tax on pictures which 


Saves Film Meterage Tax 





$65,000,000 Net 


Continued from page 3 
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its first six months. Par last week 
reported earnings of $13,570,000 
for the half year ended July 3 
| against $17,407,000 for the previous 
‘year. Second quarter returns for 
ithe company came to $5,810,000 


‘had been pending here. It is un-|compared to $7,885,000. Further- 


derstood the bill creating the tax 
|was on the agenda to go through 
.the upper chamber Saturday (28), 
but the fall of the cabinet of 
Premier Andre Marie restricted 


the session to only routine busi- 
’ 


ness. 

| Measure had already passed the 
jlower house. It calls for a levy of 
zero to 1,200 francs per meter at 
the discretion of the finance min- 
}ister. He has indicated he’ll make 
it 300 to 400 frances per meter, 
which would mean an average tax 
of about $6,000 on a 10,000-foot 
| film. 











Disney-French 
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|'though no gripe against the State 
| Dept. was intended. 

Apparently, one or more major 
ccmpanies induced the withdrawal 
| by promising the animator a cer- 


Guitry; idol of the Paris legits| die exhib interests. Settlement ne- 
around the turn of the century. Al-| gotiations will not get very far, it 
though the Guitrys, pere and fils, | is asserted, unless these exhibs are 


swath through French shew biz, 


‘lives singularly dull. It will draw a 
biank in the sureseater market. 


Like his several successful pre- 
war efforts, this film is a strictly 
/one-man operation which Guitry 
| wrote, directed and virtually plays 
| single-handedly. But where his 
other pix were saved by wit, this 
\film is -drowned in sober gab. 
| Guitry, in the person of his father, 
| pontificates on love, morals, acting, 

playwrighting and even patriotism 
(returning, no doubt, a few pokes 
at his critics). But Guitry, as actor, 
jis hamstrung by Guitry,.as writer- 
| director. : 

| In relating the actor's life, the 
film shuttles between two settings 


In the former, Gultry, senior, is be- 
held as an aging Romeo wooing 
susceptible young females with a 
conventional set of wiles. On stage, 
the actor is glimpsed posturing 
through about 20 of his great plays 
in magnificently hammy _§ style. 
Neither of these facets are well 
| handled cinematically. As a result, 
|Guitry’s omnipresence on_ the 
| screen and soundtrack is magnified 
into an oppressive bore. 

No one in the cast besides Guitry 


is permitted anything beyond a bit 
role, but these are 


Sacha Guitry) registers nicely as a 
passing mistress as does Mar- 
guerite Pierry in a similar role. 





of Both actresses, however, are com- 


pletely overshadowed by the im- 
mensi of Guitry’s varied, yet 
slightly monotonous characteriza- 
tions. Herm. 





Sturgess. At Odeon, Lendon. Running I 
Davia Tra David Farrar EI Ta of de Ta ri 
Vincent Perrin’. ./ 2.5/2) !/Marius g (The Drummer of Tacauri) 
Isobel Lester.............-... Gynt . (ARGENTINE) 
‘Thompson......... Raymond Hun Buenos Aires, A 2 
Oe aR ee Edward Chapman 5 AMG. & 
Mrs. Perrin................. rrol Emelco production and release. Stars 
CONE. baba pe cBbcs oe] Ralph Truman Juan Carlo Barbieri; features Francisco 
Sir Joshua Varley.......... Finlay Currie | Martinez Allende, Vanarelli, Ricar- 
y > Seeing: Sppeeet Maurice Jones | 40 Canales, Norma Gimenez, Homero 
Fi RR ae ane Pearson | © Manolo <a ot eng Bad 
Sa ee ee eo 
eee ee ee ed Gran Rex, Buenos Aires. » 





Hugh Walpole’s typically Eng- 
lish story of public school life is 
brought to the screen in leisurely 
fashion here, more em 
placed on. characteriza 


First of a batch of historical pix, 
inspired by the Peron govern- 
ment’s policy of boosting a nation- 
alist spirit, every trick was tried 
to turn this into a boxoffice hit. 
But it is not. Film holds no inter- 
est for U. S. audiences. 


Too bad so much coin and effort 
was wasted on such a puerile 
story. Not even the reconstruction 


~ oe et. 
story of life at field’s |Of old Buenos Aires is convincing. 


The sets are obviously sets, 
the melodrama is just as false. 
The drummer of Tacuari is a 
youngster who flees from the des- 
| potic guardianship, of a royalist 





—the dressing room and on stage. |- 


‘their views. The principle of op- 
|vate dickerings with the Govern- 
ment is assailed as 
| realistic.” 


| Responsible exhib interests are, 
| moreover, expressing surprise over 


tain number of features from their 
|own quota. Provision of the 
| Franco-American pact which had 


|are reputed to have cut a fancy called in and permitted to express | aroused Disney to State Dept. ac- 


|tion allotted 110 releases yearly 


fore and. aft of the footlights, this erating behind closed doors in pri- | to the majors and only 11 to in- 
| film only succeeds in making their 


|dies. Disney’s better break will 


“not being not mean an increase of allotments 


|to other indies, none of whom 
joined in his protest. 


| With the Disney hurdle cleared, 


| what they consider is compounding reports from Paris indicate that 


the mistake made previously—the 
mistake being hush-hush negotia- 
tions. Many indies are convinced, 
it is said, that it is to their inter- 
ests that the majors have some 
real stake in exhibition. Since 
these exhibs do not want the big 
companies to pull out entirely 
from exhibition, they would be a 
strong factor in convincing the 
Government to accept less than 
complete divorcement. 


Paramount’s conversion to the 
role of compromiser is all the more 
remarkable because the company 
previously stood strongest against 
a consent decree. Par’s top-drawer 
execs have undergone a complete 
change in thinking, observers say. 
Company is convinced that some 
form of divorcement is already in- 
evitable. Further expensive and 
interminable litigation ending in 
court-ordered decree would only 
inean chaos in the industry, Para- 
mounters believe. 


Illustrating Par’s reversal of 
form, at one time the Big Five 
was ready to offer withdrawal from 
all cities under 100,000 population. 
Par blocked that offer unless the 
figure was brought down to 50,000. 
Still later it had insisted that the 
50,000 be halved to 25,000. 


Arthur Loew 
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for political reasons and because 
most of the foreign product with 
which Loew has been associated 
has made money for Metro. 

On “Search,” for example, 
Loew’s International invested about 
$350,000, which constituted most 
of the film’s budget. Although it’s 
played only a limited number of 
seat doused back the ortaial a 

earn c e 
vestment. ; 

Loew's personal interest in for- 
eign production first came to light 
several months ago, when he was 


pry eg Pk een 

o to 
concentrate on production. He re- 
considered and stayed with the 


and | company under the stipulation that 


he would continue financing such 
foreign producers as Wechsler, a 
system whieh gives him some say 
in their production. , 





the U. S., which repped for Yank 
distribs, is now ready to sign with 
the French. The new accord runs 
from July 1, 1948, for four years, 
replacing the expired Blum-Byrnes 
agreement. 

Some $9,752,820 in blocked 
francs will start flowing to U. S. 


\distribs as soon as the deal is inked 


under its terms. Remittances are to 
be made at the rate of $3,625,000 
quarterly until the sum plus a part 
of current earnings are paid. 


Disney had branded the deal as 
“unfair” because, he asserted, it 
gave the majors most of the bene- 
fits and left indie producers out 
in the cold. Reportedly, State Dept. 
halted action and took the matter 
up with him on receipt of his com- 
plaint. 





Comm’! Pic in Chi Housc; 
For Variety Club Fund 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Commercial films, which never 
have had much of an outlet in Chi 
picture houses,.are receiving in- 
creased booking as result of charit- 
able instincts of theatre owners. 
Operators have made tie-ins, 
whereby monies received from such 
shorts will be turned over to the 
Variety Club here for charitable 
purposes. 

Film, “Tobacco Land,” was re- 
leased to about 100 houses under 
this arrangement. Local tent also 
expects to reap a harvest with 
Illinois Bell trying to book every 
house, over 300; this film describes 
the new dial and exchange system 
going into effect Sept. 18. on city 
telephones. 





a 4 Angeles, Aug. 31. 
percentage-chiselli 

tions against the Forum thenten: 
Barstow, Calif.; have been settled 
by the filing of papers in the Fed- 
eral district court here. Actions 
brought by Paramount, Metro and 
20th-Fox have been dropped after 
Meg Bey ago co ay ted and paid 

amounts f 
hice emia ound due to 


Freston & Files acted as . 
neys for the plaintiffs, _— 





|more, Par has now excluded earn- 
‘ings from subsids operating be- 
yond U. S. berders except to the 
extent that dividends are actually 
received. 


Included in the half-year profits 
are $3,312,000 of undistributed 
learnings from partially-owned sub- 
sids. Equivalent earnings of the 
‘company on 6,921,939 shares of 
common outstanding is $1.96 per 
share against $2.45 in the first six 
months of °47. 

Weaker showing was made this 
week by RKO when that company 
aired profits of $556,536 for its sec- 
cond. quarter, ended July 3. It com- 
pared with $2,836,663 for the same 
13 weeks in ’47. However, the 1947 
take was greatly helped by $1,603. 
243 in sale of capital assets, mainly 
|a group of upper New York thea- 
es 


' For the first half of 1948, RKO’s 

total profits come to $1,901,863 
‘against $5,107,347 (including the 
| $1,603,243 sale of assets) last year. 
| Equivalent earnings for the period 
jis 49c. per share on 3,899,914 out- 
| standing against $1.31 in 1947. 


Both Par and RKO approved of 
regular dividends in announcing 
their profits. Par’s board directed 
payment of 50c per share while 
|RKO’s melon will be 15c per share. 
|Paramount divvy is payable Sept. 
24 to stockholders of record Sept. 7. 
RKO will distribute its pie Oct. 1. 








Zanuck’s Plans 
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planned for the studio. Under cur- 
rent boxoffice conditions in this 
country, they said, the company 
will need at least 30 “‘A”’ features 
for release next year. 


Spokesmen pwinted out, mean- 
while, that prexy Spyros P. Skou- 
ras had revealed at a recent com- 
pany sales meet in Toronto that 
20th would be shooting throughout 
the world during the coming year, 
even though Skouras Hadn't indi- 
cated the specific number of pic- 
tures to be made abroad. Zanuck’s 
statement, consequently, doesn't 
conflict with the previously-an- 
nounced 20th plans. It’s understood 
that European production plans 
represented one of the major 
points to be discussed at the forth- 
coming mass sales confab in Los 
Angeles, which Zanuck is attend- 
ing and which sales chief Andy 
W. Smith, Jr., has termed the 
“most important in the companys 
history.” 

Meet was originally scheduled 
for Chicago the week of Sept. 11 
but has be2n changed to L.A. on 
Sept. 14-17. Skouras will also at- 
tend the meet, in addition to all 
20th branch managers, the five 
division managers and their 45- 
sistants, as well as homeoffice ex- 
ecutives. Confab is slated for the 
National Theatres homeoffice. 


Zanuck Says No Co-Prod. 
Deals With European Cos. 


Paris, Aug. 31. 


Twentieth-Fox production chief 
Darryl F. Zanuck, in amnouncing 
his plans for European production 
here over the weekend, emphasized 
that in no case would he consider 
any co-production deals with native 
studios 





That statement is believed to rule 
out France temporarily from his 
plans. Terms of the new French 
film agreement are still being 
worked out but it’s considered ex- 
tremely likely that a proviso will 
be included calling for any Amer'- 
‘can company shooting pictures 
here to werk with a French outfit 
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Setinire and Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d, are associated with Leland Hay- | 
ward and Joshua Logan in the 
forthcoming production of the mu- 
sical, “Tales of the South Pacific.” 
In that case, not only do the com- | 
poser and lyricist, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, share in the show, 
but so does the director, Logan. 


When Howard Lindsay and Rus- 
. sel Crouse wrote “State of the 
Union,” they didn’t want to pro- 
duce it themselves, so they took it 
to Hayward. He set up a produc- 


tion corporation, in which the au- | 
thors held a substantial share. In | 
that case, Lindsay and Crouse not | 


only wrote the play, but also made 


most of the managerial decisions, | 
while Hayward was nominal pro- | 


ducer, but didn’t exercise major 
authority. 


Lindsay-Crouse Example 


As an illustration of how talent 
also moves into the theatre end of 
the business, Lindsay and Crouse 
teamed with Hayward, Howard and 
Joseph Cullman, Jr., and Elliott | 
Nugent, to buy the Hudson theatre, 
N. Y. They managed the house | 
for the syndicate and, in the case | 
of “State of the Union,” bocked | 
their play there. Also, Lindsay & 
Crouse, Hayward and Nugent main- 
tain production offices in the build- | 
ing. 

Max Gordon continues to be the | 
producer of George S. Kaufman 
plays. but on terms much more ad- 
vantageous to the playwright than 
those specified under the Drama- | 
tists Guild minimum basic agree- 
ment. For instance, on the forth- | 
coming “Bravo!” by Edna Ferber 
- and Kaufman, the authors are re- 
ported to have the right to buy into 
the production on a dollar-for-dol- 
lar basis, which is twice the ratio 
available to the regular investor. 
That is in addition to their regu- 
lar author royalties and Kaufman's 
share as director, of course. 

Although this general trend was 
possibly inevitable under the evolv- 
ing creative and economic condi- 
tions of the theatre, it was prob- 
ably given impetus by the forma- 
tion and success of the Playwrights’ 
Co. This group, formed in 1938 
by Maxwell Anderson, S. N. Behr- 
man, Elmer Rice, Robert E. Sher- 
wood and the late Sidney Howard, 
was primarily motivated by a de- 
sire to have complete freedom 
over their own plays, and second- 
arily to eliminate the producer's 
share in the profits. 

Other Setups 


Some of the other production 
and theatre setups in which talent | 


has a sizable share are the follow- | 


ing: 

“4 Streetcar Named Desire,” 
at the Barrymore, produced by 
Irene Selznick, with Elia Kazan, 
the director, having a 20% share | 
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(10° from the producer and 10° 
from the backers). 

“Annie, Get Your Gun,” at the 
|Imperial, N. Y., produced by 
|Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
|Irving Berlin. the composer, and 


Ethel Merman, star, sharing in the |j, 990; 


Zross. 


“Born Yesterday,” at the 
| Lyceum, N. Y., produced by Max 
| Gordon, with Garson Kanin having 
a share in addition to his author- 
director rovalties. 


Broadhurst, N. Y.. 
'Hymah & Hart, 


presented _ by 
with Moss Hart 
| baving his usual interest in the 
| firm. 

“Mister Roberts,” 
'N. Y¥., preduced bv 


‘June Tax Returns 


Reflect Dip in ao, Mpls. Exhibs Conduct Mass Attack 


} 


° | boxoffices, 


with | were almost $2,000,000 back of the | 


| stiles spun to the tune of nearly 


with $34,972,436 of a year before. 
“Make Mine Manhattan,” at the | 


| $31,639,479 on admissions. 
|pictures generally 
(73° of the admis 
at the Alvin, | 
Leland Hay-| 


| ward, with Joshua Logan getting | 


a share besides his co-author and 


‘the Government $4,411,235, on the | | Showhouses 


stager royalties and Henry Fonda | 


fon a percentage as star. 
“Respectful Prostitute,” 


‘under the $5,163,242 of the preced- | 
at the, 


| Broadway sector, 
at the Biltmore, | Government with a nice $5,184,556 | 


| Cort, N. Y., presented by New) 
| Stages, in which a large group of 
| legit talent, mostly actors, are | 
‘partnered. 
“The Heiress,” 
| N. Y., 


| hoffe, with Jed Harris holding a 
: | substantial slice in addition to his 


| director royalties, and Basil Rath-| 


| bone with a percentage as star. 


| show. 


“Anne of the 1,000 Days,” forth- | 


| coming Maxwell Anderson play, in 
iwhich the Playwrights’ 


Co. and} 


| Hayward will be associated, with | 


| Rex Harrison on a percentage as 
| the star. 


| Gordon play, in which she will star, 


“The Leading Lady,” new Ruth | 


| her husband, Garson Kanin, will | 


| 


| stage. and Victor 
William Fields will 
| producers. 


Samrock and /! 
be nominal | 


Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fontanne | 


shows, 
Guild, 


produced by the Theatre 
with the stars 


having a/| 


| sizable interest which they share | 


with John C. Wilson and Alfred | 
Lunt. 

Actor-manager setups, such as 
Katharine Cornell and Maurice 


Evans, in which the star gets most 
of the profits. 
Lyceum theatre. N. Y.. 


owned by 


Max Gordon. George S. Kaufman) 


and Marcus Heiman. 

Music Box theatre, N. ¥., owned 
by Irving Berlin, the Shuberts and 
the Sam H. Harris estate. 

Biltmore theatre. N. Y.. 75% 


owned by Warner Bros. and 25% | 


by George Abbott. 
The Old Basis 


Some of the top producers con- | 


tinue to operate on the old basis | 
of raising their own money, han- | 
lling the management and retain- 
‘ing 50° of the profits. There are, 
‘also still a few producers, such as) 
‘John Golden, who usually finance 
|their own shows and keep. all the 
profits, 

But in recent years the trend has | 
| been for the author, director, and 
to bring | 
| in some of the money, or help raise | 

| 4, have a greater say in production 
and management matters, and get | 
a larger share of the profit. The 
present minimum basic agreement 
of the Dramatists Guild makes 
| some of this mandatory, as it gives 
| the author authority in script re- 
| vision, choice of director and cast- 
|ing, etc. Thus, the function of the 
| producer is steadily shrinking. 
' At the same time, the role of the 
large-scale backer is also expand- 
ing. Possibly because legit invest- 
| ment money has become tighter in 
_the last couple of seasons, angels 
‘now tend to have more to say about 
| production decisions than they gen- 
| erally had formerly. There have 
| been numerous Cases in recent sea- 
_sons of questions of rewrite, cast- 
ing, ete., being decided by major 
backers. 
With the influence of the talent 


observers are wondering 
traditional producers will someday 
cease to function. It’s suggested 
‘that a few large investors could 
managers to handle the actual de- 


ducer eliminated entirely. In that 
case, the manager would be the 


| possibly a small percentage, but 








‘would get nothing like half the 
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| profits. The syndicate could give 
the talent somewhat larger per- 
centages and still retain most of | 
the profits. 





Santa Rosa. Tex., Aug. 31. 
The Rex house owned and op- 
erated by Mike Benitez here, was 
totally destroyed by a fire. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Se 


| 
| 
| 
| 


and backer increasing, some trade | 
if the! 


form syndicates which would hire | 


‘tails of production, with the pro- | 


Washington, Aug. 31. 
June ran behind at the nation’s | 
according to Internal | 
Revenue Bureau figures released ' 
last week. July admissions tax re- 
ceipts, reflecting June _ business, | 


Minnéapolis, Aug. 31. 
Massed attack is being conduc- 
ted to break down the city coun- 
| cil barriers against new theatre 
| construction here and, if it’s suc- 
' cessful, there'll be a veritable ava- 
|lanche of new houses, according 
| to present indications. There al- 
| ready are a half-dozen applica- 
tions for new theatre licenses be- 
fore the council and as soon as the 
However, the June business did | aldermen reverses the present pol- 
reflect a gain over the month of | icy, if they do, many more will be 
May which paid Federal taxes of | filed, it's known. 
s. Motion; At the urging of North Central | 
_,provide about | Allied and previcus independent 
sions taxes. | exhibitors’ bodies here, the council 
Nitery traffic continues off, on | is on record against any new the- 
the basis of the tax reports. The | atres on the grounds that the city 
20% bite on night club tabs netted | |is already overseated and that more 
would jeopardize 
This was well | present investments and lower film 
entertainment standards. In the 
| past 12 years only two new licenses 


| Same month in 1947, Since the bite 
, that meant that the turn- 


$10,000,000 fewer in admissions 


than during June of last year. The 
July tax was $33,054,712, compared 


basis of June biz. 


ing year. 


Third Internal Revenue District | have been issued—both during the | 


all of. Manhattan | past year—and it took considerable 
which includes the | pressure to get them over North 
kicked into the | Central Allied opposition. 


One of the two new licenses In- 


of New York, 
above 23d St., 


presented by Fred F. Finkle-| jn admissions taxes; a shade below | volving a new theatre was called | 


the previous month. Broadway | 
niteries apparently had a very bad | 
month in June, 


|a transfer for William and Sidney | 
Volk, circuit owners, who will 
their tax: returns | abandon an old theatre when their 
They paid $358,351 in taxes | ;new one several blocks away is | 
to the Revenue Bureau, far behind | completed. The other was granted 
the preceding month’s $524,140. jes Nathan h Shapire when residents 











Against City Ban on Theatre Bldg. 


of the neighborhood and Other 
powerful forces interceded for him 
and claimed the theatre was neces- 
sary to help combat juvenile delin- 
| quency, Since the issuance of the 
| license, Bennie Berger, president 
| of North Central Allied, which tn- 
successtully fought it, has become 
Shapiro's partner in the venture. 
The theatre’s opening date is set 
|for Oct. 15. The Volk house alse 
| will open about that time. 


Although N.c. Allied is continu- 
ing its fight to keep the council 
| from issuing more licenses, several 
of its own members, including W. 
R. Frank, who wants to build two 
new neighborhood houses, and 
Paul Mans, who recently bought 
the site for a new theatre in the 
district where he operated until 
he lost his lease, are among the 
applicants. So is Mrs. Roy Secrest 
who has lost her lease on a neigh- 
borhood house. 


In the meanwhile, the city coun- 

cil, after four weeks, is still defer- 
ring action “for further investiga- 
| tion,” at N.C. Allied’s request, on 
| the application of Wilfred Wolfson 
for a license for his Vogue, nabe 
which he recently bought, but 
| hasn’t been able to open because 
Mans, whose lease expired and who 
was evicted, won't relinquish the 
license. 
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volume as te make the presentation fairly sparkle. 

The use of this highly efficient light source and an These spotiamps are equipped with « color 
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to a full flood. Light weight construction and deli- © be angled at 45-degree planes from normal. 
cate balance permit one hand control and make for The low power requirements reduce projection 
easy following of the fastest action. The spotiamp room temperatures and make the use of large motor 
can be swung through a full 360-degree horizontal generators unnecessary, since only a small rectifier Is 
and compressed to angles of 45 degrees or more. required for the arc power. 

For complete details and prices, and a 2 ae ee Pe PE re a 

name of your nearest dealer, write: | THE STRONG ELECTRIC CORPORATION 1 
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74 City Park Avenue Toledo 2, Ohio } Please send free literature on Strong spotlamps. 
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- $4,000. Last week, slow $7,100. 


- (WB) and “Heart Virginia” (Rep) 
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LOS ANGELES 
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$8,500. Last week, neat $12,000 | 
but not up to hopes. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 60-$1) — 
“Return. Bad Men” (RKO) and} 
“Surrender Dear” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Dull $8,500. Last week, medium | 
14,600. 
. Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) | 
—‘Beyond Glory” (Par) and “Eyes | 


of Texas” (Rep). Okay $21,500. | 
Last week, “So Evil My _ Love” 
(Par) and “Lightning in Forest 


(Rep) (2d wk), light $13,400. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1, | 
451: 60-$1)—“‘Beyond Glory” (Par). 
Mild $10,500. Last week. “So Evil 
Love” (Par) (2d wk), fair $8,800. 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—“Return Bad Men” (RKO) and 
“I Surrender Dear” (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $12,000. Last week, 
strong $23,500. 

Rite ewe) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘‘Pea- 
body and Mermaid” (U) and “Dare- 
devils Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$5,500. Last week, neat $8,200. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Peabody and Mermaid” (U) and 
“Daredevils Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk). | 





Good $3,000. Last week, nice} 
$5,200. 
United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 


$i—“Peabody and Mermaid” (U)| 
and “Daredevils Clouds” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Fair $7,500. Last week, okay 
$13,000. 

Uptown (FWC) (1.719; 60-$1) — 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and “King 
Gamblers” (Rep) (2d wk). Only 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85) — 
“Mickey” (EL) and “Hangman’s 
Noose” (EL). Dim $2,500. Last 


week, “Happened One Night” (Col) 
and “Penny Serenade” (Col) (re- 
issues) (6 days), light $3,600. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Okay $8,500. Last week, strong 
$13,300. ‘ 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1) — 
“Two.Guys Texas” (WB) and “Em- 
braceable You” (WB). Solid 
$18,000. Last week, “Life Father” 


(2d wk-9 days), okay $10,200. 


‘Mickey’-Pegsy Lee Big 
$21,000 in Okay Balto; 





‘Ermine’ 146, ‘Pearl’ 96\“ 


Baltimore, Aug. 31. 
The hot weather took its toll of 
nocturnal and weekend trade here 
this week but a high mark is be- 
ing registered nevertheless’ by 
“Mickey” smartly tied to sockeroo 
stage appearance of Peggy Lee at 


the combo Hippodrome. Pleasing 
action is also reported for “That 
Lady in Ermine” at the New and 
“An Act of Murder” at .Keith’s. 
Rest of downtown list is only in 
fairish shape. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—"“‘Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d 
wk). Holding very well at $14,000 
after fine $18,300 opener. 

Hippedrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘Mickey” (EL) plus Peggy 
Lee with Dave Barbour and Quin- 
tette. Nice combo with stageshow 
drawing many to wicket; great 
$21,000 or near. Last week, ‘“Re- 
turn Bad Men” (RKO) plus Dick 
Foran and vaude, all right $16,400. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“Act of Murder” (U) (2d wk). 
Started second round yesterday 
(Mon.) but may make way for 
“One Touch of Venus” (U) on Fri- 
ya (3) after okay $13,000 in 10 

Ss. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (890; 20-65) — 
“The Search” (M-G). Sold wird 
to top house average at $6, 
Last week, “Rose of Washington 
Square” (20th) (reissue), didn’t jell 
at $3,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th). Steady 
$14,000. Last week, second of 

Walls of Jericho” (20th), held 
well enough at $6,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Embraceable You” (WB). Fair- 
ish pace at possible $11,000. Last 
week, “Life With Father’ (WB) 
bick at pop prices failed to click 
with $9,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
-——“The Pearl” (RKO). Nice recep- 
tion from crix and some biz at 

9,000. Last week, “Babe Ruth 

tory” (Mono) (4th wk), topped 
third round with nice $11,400. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,780; 20- 
60)—“Pirate” (M-G) (m.o.) (2d wk). 


Trim $5,000 after nice previous 


round at $6,400 and on top of lush 


‘Heat Bops Philly; 


‘Sam’ Stout 22/46 


Philadelphia, Aug. 31. 

Soaring temperatures are causing 
boxoffice receipts to. dive at most 
houses this week. 

Such new product as “Good 
Sam” at Stanley, ‘“‘Pitfall” at Earle, 
and “Melody Time” at Aldine are 
not up to early hopes. 
is staying power of “Abbott and 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” in 
second at Karlton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94) 
“Dream Girl” (Par). Tepid $4,000. 
Last week, “Paradine Case” (SRO), 
$4,800. : 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 
“Melody Time” (RKO). 
500. Last week, “Black Arrow” 
(Col), (2d wk), $10,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) (2d wk). 
fering from drought at $16,500. 
Last week, $24,000. 


50-94)— 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)—‘Pit- | 


Last 
(Col) 


fall” (UA). Nice $24,000. 
week, “Fuller Brush Man” 
(3d wk), $13,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘“Walls 
of Jericho” (20th) (2d 


Tumbled down to $14,000 after fine 


$21,000 starter. 


after mild big week at $21,000. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 


enstein” (U) (2d wk). Going great 
at $13,500 after record - smashing 
$21,000 first week. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—‘“Easter Parade” (M-G). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Drums” (FC) 
and “Four Feathers’ (FC) (re- 
issues) (2d wk) good $6,000. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 


“Babe Ruth Story’ (Mono) (3d 
wk). Dull -$12,000. Last week, 
$21,500 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 


“Wuthering Heights” (Indie) and 
“Song in My Heart” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Profitable $7,500. Last 
week, “Shoe-Shine” (Indie) and 
“Panic” (Indie), fine $8,500 in 10 


ys. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO). Below hopes 
but still stout at $22,500. Last 
week, “Key Largo” (WB) (4th wk), 
nice $15,800. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Canon City” (EL) (2d wk). Down 
to $11,500, still fancy after sensa- 
tional $24,000 initial stanza. 


‘sland’ Lush 186, Mont’l 


Montreal, Aug. 31. 

Big heat wave is slowing biz 
here. Redecorated, newly air-con- 
ditioned Princess is doing bangup 
biz with “Lady From Shanghai.” 
“On Island With You” shapes 
standout with smart session at 
Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 34-45-64)— 
“On Island With You” 
Smart $18,000. Last week, 
Years” (RKO) (2d wk), $13,500. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 30-42-57)— 
“Casbah” (U). Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “Sainted Sisters” (Par), 
$13,000. 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 30-42-57)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U). Mild 
$10,000. Last week, “Winter Meet- 
ing” (WB), about same. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 30-42-57) 
—‘“‘Lady from Shanghai” (Col). 
Good $10,500. Last week, “All My 
Sons” (U) (2d wk), fine $8,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-34-42) 
—“To Ends of Earth” (Col) (m.o.) 





-jand “Best Man Wins” (Col). Oke 


$4,000. Last week, “Wallflower” 
(WB) and “13 Lead Soldiers” (20th), 


$3,500. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 26-34-45) 
—‘Adventures Casanova” (EL) and 
“Devil’s Cargo” (Indie), trim $5,000. 
Last week, “Woman in White” 
(WB) and “Trapped by Boston 
Blackie” (Col), $4,500. 


SAN .FRANCISCO 


(Continued trom page 8) 
$19,000. Last week, “Drums” (SC) 
and “Four Feathers” (SC) (reis- 
sues), $12,000. 

United Artists (S. Corwin) (1,207: 
55-85)—“Pitfall” (UA) (2d wk). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, giant 
$17,000 


Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Dreams That Money Can Buy” 
(Indie). Fine $3,000. Last week. 
“La Boheme” (Indie), $2,500. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 








sesh immediately preceeding in 
do irs Century. 


“The Raven” (Indie) and “Lover's 


Surprise | 


Nice $15,- | 


Suf- | 


wk). | 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 
50-94) — “Foreign Affair’ (Par) | 
(2d wk). Disappointing $16,000 


—“Abbott & Costello Meet Frank- | 


| Return” (Indie) 0700." Oke $1,- 
700. Last week, $2. ’ 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 


0. Down to $2,500 in 5 days. 


| $4,500. 
§ Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55-85) 
'_“Tap Roots” (U). Big $11,000. 
|Last week, “Commandos Strike at 
'Dawn” (Col) and “Invaders” (Col) 
(reissues), only $7,400 in 9 days. 

| State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Tow- 
‘er of London” (Indie) and “Man 
Reclaimed Head” (Indie) (reissues). 
Thin $6,000. Last week, “So Evil 
My Love” (Par) (2d wk) (m.o.), $6,- 
500. 





Seattle Drags Bottom; 
‘Arrow’ Slow $6,500 


Seattle, Aug. 31. 

Fall seems to have arrived in Se- 
attle sector but boxoffice returns 
don’t indicate it. Oversupply of 
holdovers also is deadening. But 
leven new entries are very thin. 
|“Black Arrow” looks fairly good, 
| but others are slim. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
| “Fighting Back” (20th) (m.o.). Okay 
$3,500. Last week, ‘““Melody Time” 
| (RKO) and “Curley” (UA) (3d wk), 
| $3,700. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘“‘Life With Father’ (WB) and 
“Wallflower” (WB).(2d wk). Neat 
| $7,000 in 6 days. Last week, good 


| $10,700. 
| Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 45-80)— 
'“Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d _ wk). 


| Oke $7,500 after last week’s $10,- 
| 300. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Fabulous 
Joe” (UA) (6th wk). Fair $2,500 in 
|5 days. Last week, big $4,600. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Date With Judy” (M-G) 


500 after sweet $8,800 last stanza. 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Love of Mary” (U) and ‘“Jassy” 


chanted Valley” (EL) and ‘‘Gallaat 
Bess” (EL), $6,600. 


—‘“‘Black Arrow” (Col) and “Jane 


Rochester onstage, big $12,700. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Jericho” (20th) and ‘‘Lady at Mid- 
/ night” (EL). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
“Lady Ermine” (20th) and ‘‘Fight- 
ing Back” (20th), $8,800. P 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—“Tarzan N. Y. Adventure” (M-G). 
Good 
(M-G) (3d wk), $3,100. 


‘Judy’ Torrid 186, Port. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 31. 
Portland’s own Jane Powell al- 
ways brings the coin into the box- 
office, but “A Date With Judy,” her 
latest, hit the jackpot. “Walls of 
Jericho” also is fairly good in two 
houses. “Easter Parade” is great 
on United Artists holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832:;50-85) 
—‘“‘Date With Judy” (M-G) and 
“Lightnin’ In Forest’’ (Rep). 
Scorching $18,100. Last week, “On 
Merry Way” (UA) and “Olympic 
Cavaicade” (UA); $13,200. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 
—‘On Merry Way” (UA) and 
“Olympic Cavalcade” (UA) (m.o.). 
Good $4,000. Last week, “Key Lar- 
o” (WB) and “Madonna of the 
sert” (Rep) (m.o.); solid $6,000. 
Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Lady In Ermine” (20th) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th) (m.o.). 
Okay $2,700. Last week, ‘““Melody 
Time” (RKO) and “Rocky” (Mono) 
(2d wk). (m.o.); excellent $3,400. 
Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) and 
“Winner’s Circle’ (20th), day-date 
with Paramount. Okay $3,500. Last 
week, ‘‘Lady In Ermine” (20th) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th), good 
Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Sahara” (Col) and “Destroyer” 
(Col) (reissue). Solid $8,800. Last 
week, “‘Lady In Ermine” (20th) and 
wo Coat” (20th), excellent 


, 





Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) and 
“Winner’s Circle” (20th), also Ori- 
ental. Fine $8,500. Last week, “Life 
With Father’ (WB) and “Wall- 
flower” (WB) (2d wk) at pop prices, 
solid $8,700. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Life With Father’ (WB) and Wall- 
flower” (WB) (m.o.). Big $3,800. Last 
week, “Canon City” (EL) and 
“Smart Woman” (Indie) (6 days) 
(m.o.); $1,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Terrific $12,000. Last week, 
torrid $16,500. 





85)—“‘Walls of Jericho” (20th) ‘m. | 
Last | 


week, “Key Largo (WB) (2d wk), 


and 
“Shaggy” (Par) (4th wk). Good $6,- 


$3,500. Last week, “Search” | 























‘they cannot under terms of the 
Taft-Hartley Act. AFM _ prexy 
James C. Petrillo insists on some 


kind of payment and won't lift the 
‘ban until he gets what he wants. 
|Meantime, the manufacturers are 
caught in the middle. And they are 
not going to let the AFM drive 
them out of business, ban or no 
ban. There are too many AFM 
tooters willing to risk recording 
lin defiance of Petrillo. “3 

| BMU’s move against Making rec- 
ords in England with visiting U. S. 
disk names, and the elimination of 
the recording of backgrounds to be 
shipped to the U. S., was a com- 
'pletely unexpected one—even to 
the AFM, which had unsuccessfully 
sought such cooperation in the 
past. 


indecision as to what brought it 
‘on. Hardie Ratcliffe, assistant gen- 
‘eral secretary of BMU, has made 
|statements to the British press 
|pointing out that the ban had no 
connection with the AFM’s move. 
In another he stated that AFM 
had not made a request for co- 
|operation. And in a third, to Lou 
Levy, manager of the Andrews Sis- 
ters, whom the ban caught on the 
|verge of recording four new songs 
for U. S. consumption, Ratcliffe 
said, “In making the decision... 
‘our sub-committee has been influ- 
ienced by the... American Fed- 
‘eration of Musicians. It is felt by 
‘our union that it would be im- 
|proper ... to record with Ameri- 
can artists, by direct or indirect 
|means, while American bands and 
‘orchestras will not do so.” 


Most industry observers do not 
, believe this statement. They are 
of the opinion that the BMU ban 
| was imposed for financial reasons. 


jhungry. It’s pointed out that when 
,a band makes a background for use 


| with a U. S. singer in London, the 


|Royalties accruing from sales, 
which are much larger, remain in 
|the U. S. and no dollars go to Eng- 


land. On the other hand, if British | 


| vocalists and musicians cut disks 
jfor circulation in the U. S. via 
| the London label, a subsidiary of 
British Decca, or via release by 
Victor, Columbia, M-G-M, etc., all 
the coin involved, except publisher 
royalties to the U. S. firm owning 
‘the U. S. rights, go to Britain. 
| Many disks which have been U. S. 
best sellers in recent months, in- 
cidentally, used either English 
backgrounds or were made there. 


British musicians, particularly 
|top name bandleaders, and music 
| publishers, are protesting the BMU 
|move. A group of them assertedly 
have asked to appear before the 
| British Board of Trade to argue 
|against the union. They believe 
jthe U. S. Government will retali- 
jate, upon urging of U. S. diskers, 
| by barring English-disk importa- 
| tion. 
| 


Andrews Sis Banned 
12 Hours Pre-Disking 


London, Aug. 31. 

The Andrews Sisters, banned by 
the British Musicians Union from 
making records of British songs 
only 12 hours before they were 
due for the session, were paid what 
is described at BMU headquarters 
as “‘a courtesy visit” by a special 
union rep. in their dressing room 
after their show at the Palladium. 
Lou Levy, the trio’s Manager, has 
officially complained to the union 
about their representative’s “cour- 
tesy.”’ 

Union man is alleged to have 
said to Maxine Andrews “the 
trouble with you Americans is that 
you are overrated, over-confident 
and you think you're going to get 
us British punks to work for you.” 
to which Maxine replied, “You're 
hitting below the belt.” 

When Levy complained to union 
headquarters, he was told, “You 
mustn't take too much notice of 
him, he’s our bad boy, our problem 
child.” 

The ban is the first action to be 
taken by the union under its new 
ruling that their members must not 
record with American artists on 
short visits to this country with- 
out the special consent of the gen- 
eral secretary. This will apply to 
— omens. who arrived a few 

ays ago; Hoagy Carmi 
| Betty Hutton. eo 
i “These artists cannot make rec- 








| 





There seems to be some BMU ! 


s British Musicians Ban 


Continued from page 1 — 
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'ords in their own country.” a 
| spokesman stated, “so why cheutd 
_they make them here? Leayj 
the economies out of it, it is just a 
/question of trade unionism.” 
Levy said, ‘We've always abided 
_by unions. If they don’t want us 
to make records it’s all the same 
to us. We sell 4,500,000 records a 
year in the States alone. We 
‘weren't taking anything out of 
Britain. We were recording four 
British songs which had been lyin 
around for years, which woul 
bring anything up to $125,000 to 
this country, if they were success. 
'ful. We've been trying to help 
| British authors and composers, and 
|quite apart from thai the girls 
|have spent 75% of their earnings 
over here. They’ve bought a 
/couple of expensive cars, a lot of 
clothes and a host of other things 
to take back with them. They’ve 
|had a wonderful experience here, 
|one they’ll never forget. It’s a 
|pity this had to happen to put a 
| damper on it.” 

British Pubs Burn 


| British song publishers are in- 
dignant at the treatment of artists 
of the calibre of the Andrews Sis- 
|ters and are preparing a protest to 
Harold Wilson, president of the 
Board of Trade, early in the week, 
'Also involved is the “George 
Mitchell choir, who were to have 
‘accompanied the sisters on the 
| new records. 

| Recording of background music 
|in this country, with the soloist’s 
| voice later being added in America 
‘has been officially termed “scab” 
| recordings by the BMU, and its 
|members forbidden to take part, 
|The union has now further 
| strengthened its cooperation with 
|the American Federation of Musi- 
icians by forbidding members to 


(U). Slow $6,000. Last week, “fin-| Britain is and has been dollar-|make any records with visiting 


American artists without special 
consent. As yet, no penalties have 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) | b¥ a U. S. performer, or records | been determined for any union 


|members who defy this ban, and 


Doe” (Rep). Modest $6,500. Last | monetary return is only to the mu-| union headquarters are consider- 
week, “Gallant Legion” (Rep) and |sicians working on the recording. | ing what: action should be taken 


against any “blacklegs.”’ 

In the directive issued to’ all 
BMU members this week, instruc- 
tions have been given regarding 
| the cessation of what is called “the 
abnormal type of gramophone rec- 
ords” but no statement of policy 
has been made about the records 
made here and sent to the States 
as a dollar-earning export. 

The directive reads: 

“The union’s Broadcasting and 
Recording Subcommittee has con- 
sidered the abnormal types of 
gramophone records being made in 
Britain since members of the AFM 
ceased to record. The sub-com- 
mittee has issued an instruction to 
all members of the union ‘not to 
record any background accompani- 
ment music when it is intended 
that the voices shall be added in 
the U. S. A. 

“Union members have been in- 
structed also that they are not to 
record with American artists on 
short visits to this country unless 
after prior consuliation with the 
general secretary and with his 
special consent. 

“The whole object of these in- 
structions is to ensure that musi- 
cians in Britain will not be used in 
substitution for AFM members on 


Strike, to accompany American re-_ 


cording artists, whether the artists 
do their share of the recording in 
the U.S.A. or during temporary 
visits to Britain.” 





BOSTON 
(Continued from page 9) 


“Devil’s Cargo” (FC) (3d wk). 
Fair $18,000. Second week was 
good $23,000. 

Metropolitan (MP) (4,387; 40-80) 
—"Life With Father” (WB) and 
“Daredevils of Clouds” (Rep). 
First time at pop prices and not 
too gaod at $19,000. Last week, 
“Walls of. Jericho” (20th) and 
“Michael O’Halloran” (Mono), 
fair $18,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Date With Judy” (M-G) and 
“Close-Up” (EL). Best biz in town 
at nice $24,000. Last week, “Para- 
dine Cast” (SRO) and “Dog Rusty 
(Col) (2d wk), fair $18,000. 

Paramount (MP) (17,000; 40-80) 
—“Walls of Jericho” (20th) and 
“Michael O’Halloran” (Mono). 
Mild $10,500. Last week, “Key 
Largo” (WB) and “Shanghai Chest 


y With Judy” 
“chose-Up”™ ad Satisfactory 
$14,000. Last week, “Paradine 
Case” (SRO) and “Dog Rusty” (Col) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 
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visors to help put on the Amos ‘n’ 
Andy shows. In short, A&A, effec- 
tive with the 1949-50 season, sold 
out their business to CBS (the deal 
Was personally handled by CBS 
board chairman William S. Paley), 
and he turns them back to which- 
ever sponsor is interested 

The Levers had first refusal on 
this deal since the act’s contacts 
with the giant soap-dentifrice-phar- 
maceutical house spans almost a 
quarter-of-a-century. A&A have 
been with one or another of the 
Lever products for many years, 
even before the Cambridge (Mass.) 
organization absorbed some of the 
products, as is the case now with 
Pepsodent. 

Lever vs. Rexall Battle 

Apart from the unique capital- 
gains precedent in actors-sponsors 
relations, which Correll & Gosden 
establish with this deal, another 
unique intra-industry reshuffling 
of the radio clock will see a couple 
of the “boy wonders” of American 
industry pitted against each other 
when A&A take over the 7:30 p.m. 
CBS groove Sunday night next sea- 
son. This puts them in direct op- 
position to the Phil Harris-Alice 
Faye NBC slot for Rexall, where 
another young captain of industry 
—in this instance Justin Dart— 
figures. The Dart (Rexall) saga 
compares favorably with the 
Charles Luckman (Lever Bros.) 
ascendency. 


Reason for Luckman’s refusal of . 


A&A $2,000,000 offer was general 
uncertainty anent longevity of the 


vogue, plus the durability of their | 


stuff on the radio medium. Ana- 
molous as this may seem, in view 
of Amos ’n’ Andy’s unique impact 
on the American public for so many 
years, Luckman of course had the 
television angle in mind. Along 
with that is always the hazard on 
anything; that runs the gamut from 
an “act of God” to some other un- 
forseen circumstance, hence he 


Andy Sell 


from page 1 








,ences via certain of their favor- 
ites whose sponsor identification is | 
eclipsed by allegiance to the talent | 
_appeal, Luckman and John R. Gil- | 
man, Lever Bros. veepee in charge 
of advertising, have swapped spon- 
'sorship of the Bob Hope and “My 
Friend Irma” shows. After 10 
years plugging Pepsodent—even 
before Levers bought in that denti- 
frice—Hope will now boost Swan 
Soap, via Young & Rubicam 
agency, abandoning his longtime 
hookup with Foote, Cone & Beld- 
|ing. Latter, handling the Pepsodent 
account for the Levers, takes over 
the “Irma” package which returned 


to the air on Monday (30). Hope | 


|resumes in his usual 10 p.m. Tues- 
|day spot Sept. 14, but may move 


into the A&A 9 o'clock time next | 


season. 

Amos ’n’ Andy resume on NBC 
Sept. 28 this season. 

Another Lever standard, “Lux 
Radio Theatre,” began its 15th sea- 
son Monday (30) night over CBS, 
'when the two-hour Monday night 


|Lever parlay on CBS (including | 
“Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts” | 


‘and “Irma”) resumed for the new 
season. 

The trade, meanwhile, was not 
unmindful of the fact that the 
Amos ’n’ Andy-Niles Trammell! 
(NBC prexy) association, dating 
way back to the early A&A days in 


| Chicago, finally terminates, with | 


A&A over the years strictly iden- 
| tified with the NBC “family.” 
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_000 “in essence reflects a lack of 


‘confidence which British finan- | 


iciers and banks have in the film 
|industry, otherwise they should 
finance the industry and not the 
| government.” 


—— 


“ARGOSY READIES 


TELEPIX SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 

Argosy Productions, John Ford 
and Merian C. Cooper, “plan to 
Start shooting first television se- 
uae during the latter part of Octo- 

er. 

Argosy will star Ben Johnson in 
a 26-week series of western adven- 
ture stories. Format has already 


not been completed. Vidpix will 
be 15-minute shorts filmed on 35m 


Tele B’casters Hit by Shortage Of 


Cartoons; DuMont Sets Indie Deal 





| Prep Tele Film On 
Strawhat Operation 


| Television film depicting the in- 


been laid out, though scripting kas | per workings of a strawhat theatre 


‘is currently in the works at the 
Red Barn theatre, Cambridge, 


# Television broadcasters, already 
| limited in the type of film they can 
| televise through refusal of most 
of the majors to sell them product, 
| aré now faced with an acute short- 
'age of cartoon material for kid 


| shows. Pointing up this fact is a 


and reduced to 16m, according to Mass. Single-reeler is being writ-| deal signed this week by Bob Em- 


present plans. 





Ralle Preps Telepix 
_ To Service Southwest's 
| Expected 200 Stations 


San Antonio, Aug. 31. 
Ralle United starts production in 
| October of video films to service 
| approximately 200 stations in the 
southwest. By January, with com- 
pletion of new studios, firm expects 
to be going full blast. 

Dallas and Fort Worth 
already hooked up by co-axial 
cable and, San Antonio is next in 
line. Films will service large 
southwest video web that is in the 
making and will reach the 200 total 
|expected within the next few years, 
according to present estimates. 

Ralph A. Ralle, head of Ralle 
United, has closed deal with West- 
/ern Electric to supply a two-chan- 


, nel system that can be used for re- 


cording on either 16m or 35m film. 
W. E. also has‘taken on job of 
working out acoustical problems 
for the $2,000,000 motion picture 
|and video studio Ralle and his asso- 
'ciates are erecting. 


Ralle United has been producing 
|regular motion pictures, mostly 
| westerns, at the Alamo Downs 
studio for past 18 months. Ralle 
| Stated that his company has com- 
| plete facilities for location work for 


ten and produced by indie pro- 
ducer Ib Melchior, who hopes to | 
|make it the first of a series which | 
he’ll turn out at the rate of one | 
a month. 

Initialer is titled “Summer The- 
‘atre.”” Melchior plans to offer it di- 
rectly to broadcasters upon its 
completion and let them line up a | 
| sponsor. Short features Ann Sorg. 


Rank’s Large Screen-TV 
Showing May Cue Early 





ery, producer of the “Small Fry 
Club” on the DuMont network for 
a series of one-reelers to be turned 
out by Gateway Productions, indie 
firm affiliated with the California 
State Univ. 

According to Emery, cartoons 
had formerly been available in 
fairly large quantities but the num- 
ber of new TV stations taking the 
air in recent months has cut dras- 
tically into the supply. He’s bought 
old Walter Lantz cartoons from 
United World Pictures, but hasn’t 
been able to use either the original 
Universal title credit or the sound- 





Action on Brit. Licenses track. He later picked up a group 


London, Aug. 31. 


of Encyclopedia Brittanica films 
but found most of them to be too 


| There have been two major de- | much of the classroom type. Emery 


velopments in British television 
this week. 

Firstly, the Government’s Tele- 
vision Advisory Committee has 
|seen a program on J. Arthur Rank’s 
| big screen and declared itself to be 
| favorably impressed. 
| Secondly, the Postmaster-Gen- 
| eral, in a statement of Government 
|policy, said there would be no 
change in the 405-line system “for 
| some years to come,” 
| Television Advisory Committee’s 
firsthand look at the Rank system, 
coming so soon after the visit of 
Herbert Morrison, M.P., Lord 
President of the Council, is seen 
here to indicate that the Govern- 
ment may soon make a decision on 
licensing video transmissions in 
picture theatres. 

This point of view is strength- 





In addressing the IATSE con-!|any Hollywood troupes, offering | ened by the statement made by G. 


felt he would rather buy them on | clave, O’Brien urged formation of| RGA channel, mobile units, cam-|Darnley-Smith, chairman of the 


the usual 13-39 week cycles, up to 

a season or two, but not commit 

his company for a limetime. 
Meantime, along with Luckman’s 


|}a joint British and American in- 
| dustry council to adjust mutual 
| problems. 
| joint council, he said, was discussed 


Possibility of such a} 


|eras, lights and all other equip- 
|ment, including laboratory. 





reshuffling of the radio clock, in | later in the week with iaTSE | NEW TUBE T0 IMPROVE 


order to indoctrinate new audi- | prexy Richard F. Walsh. The Brit- | 











Our Only Business Is. 
SERVING REFRESHMENTS 
in DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


For a Higher Profit on Your 
DRIVE-IN CONCESSION 


Write or Call Us 
Ow’ terms are the most 
interesting to be found. 


DRIVE-IN REFRESHMENTS 


INCORPORATED 
60 Park Place, Newark, New Jersey 
Mitchell 3-0464 
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LET US MAKE A 


SOUND-MOVIE 
SHORT OF YOU 


Singing, Dancing, or Acting 
at our Studio — only $25.00 


BERGEN 4-3405 
Hollywood Motion Picture Productions 
466 Ocean Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 


jish M.P. pointed out, however, that | 
| the situation is up to American in- | 
| dustry leaders to decide more than | 
'it is for us. 

Regarding an exchange of tech- 
| nicians between Britain and Amer- 
|ica which long has been discussed 
by NATKE and the IATSE, O’Brien 
| seveniee that a draft agreement 
|was considered, but he again felt 
| that preliminary huddles with 
| Hollywood producers would be 

necessary before any tangible prog- 

ress would be made on the plan. 
/The M.P. and NATKE topper re- 
turned to Britain last week after 
'a brief U. S. stay in order to at- 
tend the Trades Union Congress 
| which starts in Margate Sept. 6. 





New $400,000 House in Cleve. 
Cleveland, Aug. 31. 
Circuit operated by Pere Essick, 
. S. Jossey and Howard Reif, 
opened the 1,600-capacity Mayland 


last week. Built at estimated cost 
‘of $400,000. John Newkirk, former- 











‘ly at Beachcliff, is manager. 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— 


Rockefeller Center 
‘A DATE WITH JUDY’ 


Wallace BEERY @ Jane POWELL 
Elizabeth TAYLOR @ Carmen MIRANDA 
Xavier CUGAT @ Robert STACK 
A Metro-Guidwyn-Mayer Picture i 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 











Betty GRABLE - Douglas FAIRBANKS, JR. 


“THAT LADY IN ERMINE” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture—TECHNICOLOR 


On Variety Stage: Frances Langford & Jon Hall 
Harmonieats - Jerry Colonna 
On ice Stage: “THE MERRY WIDOW" 
Starring CAROL LYNNE FRITZ DIETL 


ROXY “0.4 




















Rosalind Russell 
in 
“THE VELVET TOUCH" 


A Frederick Brisson Production 
Released through RKO 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 














TELEFILM PROJECTION 


Advantages of film over live stu- 
‘dio productions on television may 
receive a tremendous boost 
through the development by RCA 
of a new “flying spot” cathode-ray 
tube for use in a standard video- 
signal generator. Tube throws an 
intense beam of light directly onto 
the film, thus acting as the carbon 
are projection in a standard film 
projector. Result on the teleview- 
ing screen is reportedly as good 
|clarity and definition as in any 
‘film theatre. 

Use of the new tube in telefilm 
_ projection is still in the laboratory 
| Stages, according to RCA spokes- 
_men, with its immediate use being 
\for scanning slide films, tele-sta- 
tion test patterns, etc. Once it’s 
developed commercially for films, 
however, it’s expected to pave the 
way for an even greater influx of 
film into TV programming, which 
should throw the field wide open 
for both telefilm producers and 
distributors of old pictures, such as 
| the Sir Alexander Korda product 
now making the rounds of various 
|TV stations throughout the coun- 





} 
} 


ry. 
Difficulty encountered by tele in 


| projecting films made for a full-|}. 


size theatre screen to date has dis- 

|suaded many producers from 
' permitting their product to be tele- 
|vised. Because of the average 
'small-sized ‘tele receiving screen, 
| the standard 35m films lost much 
of their clarity, with exteriors and 
long shots particularly losing their 
value. New spot scanner, it is 
| hoped, wil! overcome that defi- 
ciency. Those who have seen it in 
action, in fact, declare it gives al- 
'most a third-dimensional quality 
‘to standard film. 








{|  GILLHAM LETS OUT 3 


} 


Economy measures by Selznick 
‘Releasing Organization reduced the 
staff of Bob Gillham, eastern pub- 
‘ad chief, by three members as 
|of the end of last week. 
| Those who left the organization 
'were publicity man Mel Strauss; 
| Frank McNamara, assistant to Ted 
| Baldwin, in charge of exploitation, 
‘and George Bennett, of the field 
| staff. 

Number of flacks in the studio 
|press department on the Coast 
' were also reportedly let out. 


Television Policy Committee of the 
Radio Industry Council, that the 
entire radio industry is backing the 


their demands for Government 
| licences to operate big screen tele- 
| Vision commercially. 








Rank group and other interests in | 


has also bought features, such as 
“Swiss Family Robinson” and cut 
them down into serialized form bat 
is still on the lookout for suitable 
cartoon material. 

Deal with Gateway, headed up 
by Alvin Gordon and Pat Patter- 
son, calls for them to deliver 10 
single-reelers by the first of the 
year, all of which will be based 
on a new puppet conceived by Pat- 
terson and for which he does the 
narration. Emery will run éach 
of the subjects once a week and 
then repeat them twice. Cost of 
the total contract, consequently, is 
less than if he had to buy 30 sep- 
arate single-reelers. Gateway has 
an option to sell the pix to schools 
for classroom use after they've 
been run three times on “Small 
Fry.” 





Build Raleigh 500-Seater 
Raleigh, Aug. 31. 
Theatre to be known as the Starr 
will be constructed at Greensboro 
in the next few months. Cost is 
estimated at $35.000. Will be a 
500-seater. 
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Skysleepers . .. Luxuriou 


Now, American provides spa- 
cious Skyberths aboard the 
famous DC-6 “Mercury” flight 
to Los Angeles! Eight roomy 
Skyberths supplement 36 com- 
fortable seat accommodations. 
Here’s your first opportunity 
to sleep your way West in a 
DC-6 Skysleeper, over Ameri- 
can’s Southern Transconti- 


120 Broadway « 











NEWS! 


Now you can enjoy fast, comfortable 


agship SKISLEEPERS 
to Los Angeles! 





EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1 





American is First Again with the Only Coast-to-Coast 


s DC-6 Accommodations 


nental Route. It’s the fast, 
comfortable way to go...a 
real rest cure aloft! 


THE MERCURY departs daily at 
midnight EDT — arrives Los 
Angeics 8:10 a.m. PDT. 
Sleeper passengers may board 
an hour before departure, 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 or your travel agent 
Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal © Rockefeller Center * Hotel New Yorker 


Hote! St. George 


AMERICAN AIRLINES 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK 


mes R. Grainger, Republic 
Bo eos in charge of distribu- 
tion, planed to Coast Friday (27) 
for a two-week stay. Enroute to 
Los Angeles he attended the wed- 
ding over the weekend of Joan 
Marie Wobber to Marshall Naify 
in San Francisco. He’ll also hold 
a sales conclave before returning 
York. 
ig tel Stern, one-time western 
division manager. for Gaumont- 
British and PRC, joined Superfilm 
Distributing Corp. in similar capac- 
ity. He'll won sage a and 
eky Mountain istricts. 
a Myers named manager of 
20th-Fox Toronto exchange, suc- 
ceeding Harry J. Bailey, resigned. 
Mvers formerly branch manager 
for Eagle Lion and Monogram in 
da. . 
ps vn Schapiro and Morris 
Goldman leased 1,800-seat New 
Delancey theatre, N.Y. City. Lessor 
of the house is Lanroc Operating 
Corp. Berk & Krumgold agented 
the deal. 
Community Amusement Corp., 
newly-formed company, leased 
Daily, Hartford, and the Plainfield 





theatre, Plainfield, Conn. Two 
former Skouras circuit theatre 
managers. Dimitris Petrou and 


John Calvocoressi, head new com- 


any. 

: Charlotte Campbell has been 
elected president of the Motion- 
Picture Theatre Cashiers’ Unioa, 
Local B-52, following resignation of 
Leona Sosna. Latter resigned to 
become secretary to RKO division 
manager John Hearns. Vera Spicer 
was named to replace Mrs. Camp- 
bell as secretary of the organiza- 
tion. 


ST. LOUIS 


E. W. Butler, Hillsboro, Ill., solé 
his Louise, 400-seater in Louisville, 
Ill., to Donald R. Tolliver. 

Frank J. Glenn, Tamaroa, IIl., | 
has added to his theatre chain by 
opening a new drive-in five miles 
from Tamaroa. He also owns and, 
operates houses in Tamaroa, Ash- 
ley, Dubois and Tildon, all in Illi- 
nois. 

Joe Bowles has chucked his stint 
as assistant manager of Fanchon & | 
Marco’s Missouri to become booker 
for Film Classics in St. Louis. 

Justus Garard, owner of picture 
theatres. in Carthage and Dallas 
City, Il, suffered a fractured foot 
in a fall. 

L. E. Tachman, a newcomer in 








exhibition, purchased the Royal, a 
425 seater, Royalton, Ill., from L.R. 
Clutts. 


A 5% tax on gross receipts of 
two picture theatres in Richmond 
Heights. St. Louis county, adopted 
by the city council there, effective 
Sept. 1. 

Barney Rosenthal, manager of | 
St. Louis exchange for Monogram, | 
who died a few months ago, left , 
en estate valued at $114,101, ac- 
cording to an inventory filed in | 
Probate Court. 

Film theatre owners in the St. | 
Louis trade territory last week | 
elected Gorden Halloran and Clar- | 
rence D. Hill as co-chairmen of | 
a committee to cooperate in the 
National Youth Month campaign. 


Decatur, LL, drive-in, with 1,- 
000-auto capacity, lighted last 
week. Owned and operated b 
George Kerasotes and Associates, 
Springfield, I. 

Maurice Brown, a Negro part- 
time projectionist at Yalta, 350- 
seater, Venice, Ill.,.surrendered to 
arson charge growing out of a fire 
that desiroyed the house several 
weeks ago. He had been a projec- 
tionist wt the Yalta, until fired. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


tirst admission price change in 
several years here occurred when 
Loop, small subsequent-run house, 
tilted scale from 20¢ to 25c. 

“Best Years” sold by Goldwyn 
away from RKO theatres here to 
Minnesota Co. for its regular ad- 
mission engagements. 

“Hour of Charm” into Radio City 
week of Aug. 27 for second annual 
engagement there. 

E. L. Walton, Republic assistant | 
to Jimmy Grainger, here on biz. 

Bob Mantzke, 
Mantzke, former Universal branch | 
manager and now head of buying | 
group, is director of Minneapolis 
Choral club that won _ national 
championship at Chicago. 

Milt Crandall in town beating | 
drum for “Babe Ruth Story” which | 
goes into State. 

Bennie Berger, North Central. 
Allied president, to explain his | 
grievance committee plan to Ohio 
Allied States at its Columbus con- | 
vention Sept. 14. 

Walter Hoffman, 20th-Fox 





} 








ex- | 


Film Row 


ploiteer, and the wife on a Cal- 
ifornia vacation motor trip. | 
Bob “Azbell, United Artists 


office manager in the Philippines, 
enroute to Japan where he 
comes assistant supervisor of 400 
government-controlled theatres. 
George Lewis is new manager at 


placing Gilbert Small. 


MILWAUKEE 


Caspar J. Chouinard named 





booker, resigned to enter another 
line of business. 

Ralph Maw, M-G-M district man- 
ager, back on the job after a fort- 
night vacation. 

S. D. Kane, North Central Allied 
executive director, to appear be- 


ng complaints against monopolistic 
and unfair trade practices here in 
Minneapolis Sept. 20. 

Four RKO pictures 
“Velvet Touch,” “Bring "Em Back 
Alive,” “Good Sam” and “Race 
Street,’ spotted inio RKO-Or- 
pheum here. 

Warner Brothers’ office 
helped Art Anderson, branch man- 
ager, celebrate his birthday. 


OMAHA 


E. C. Petsch, of Pleasantdale, 
Neb., opening the 
drive-in Sept. 2. Spot is two miles 
south of town. 

Holstein, Ia., has new quonset 
style theatre State opening Sept. 1. 
Operator is Fred Kugel of Hol- 
stein. 

For first time in five seasons, | 
there will be no “Skating Vani-| 
ties” at Ak-Sar-Ben coliseum. The} 
skating show has been dropped to, 
get a better opening date for ice! 
hockey season. 

Entire staff of Brandeis theatre 
(RKO) stays intact as_ Larry) 
Caplane, of Columbus, O., takes 
over managerial reins from retired 





veteran Will Singer. 


Meade Lux Lewis did four big 
weeks at the Ron-D-Voo, 
night spot of the Hill Hotel. 


in a row, | 


staff | 


Grandview | 


| green 


class 


branch manager here for UA. He 
'sueceeds Robert Allen, resigned. 
Chouinard joined UA in Minne- 
apolis in 1934 as- booker, became 
'salesman two years later and has 
i been with the company ever since, 


. : : |except for a short period last year | 
fore congressional committee hear- | when he served as buyer for Asso- | kosher 


iciated Theatres of Minneapolis. 


COLUMBUS 


Sale of the Ohio theatre in 
Marion, O., to Selected Theatres 
Co., of Cleveland, announced by 
‘John J. Huebner, Huebner The- 
atres, Inc., prexy, operator of the 
Ohio, and N. H. Marcus, head of 
Selected. New management will 
start a $75,000 improvement pro- 
| gram at the house. 


' LOS ANGELES 


| Arthur Froelich completed blue- 
prints for three theatres to be built 


in this area by Alex Schreiber, De-_| 


troit circuit: operator, starting in 
November two _ houses 








erected in San Fernando Valley | 
and one in Westchester. - 
SEATTLE 
Irving Barry, film booker and 


assistant buyer for Hamrick-Ever- 
Theatres, transferred to 
National Theatres in Los Angeles. 
He will leave for L.A. Sept. 5. 
Successor in Seattle is Bob Rosen- 
berg, son of the late Al Rosenberg. 


ROCHESTER 


Dipson Theatres, Inc., owners of 
;more than 24 theatres in New York, 


Blackstone Hotel, which already Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Vir- 


has two popular spots. Cottonwood 


ginia, will enter the theatre field 


Room and the Plush Horse, will re-| here with a $250,000 house seating 


model its large main dining room| 1.400. 


into nightery. 


It will be part of a new 16- 
|store neighborhood shopping cen- 


New Playland amusement a ter being built here. 
0 


in Council Bluffs, near en 

bridge between Omaha and that 
town, is supplying plenty of com- 
petition to film theatres this sum- 
mer. 
participation 


radio shows 


| thousands nightly in the big sta- 


dium. 
Don Herring purchased the old 
200-seat downtown Cass theatre 


and will remodel before opening. | 


PITTSBURGH 


Elmer Dattola, withdrawing from 
exhibition in Springdale, has sold 
his Miami theatre there to the Mc- 
Cauley family interests. Dattola 
still owns big Ches-A-Rena in Ches- 
wick, which will be guided by his 
son, Joseph Dattola. 

Wilmington theatre in New Wil- 
mington, Pa., transferred from 
Kalma J. Erdeky to E. C. Kiniaris, 
former Youngstown, O., exhibitor. 


Dan Meyers, newcomer to indus- 
try from Philadelphia, joined Eagle 
Lion as salesman. 

Jimmy Kalos, who managed the 
Adelphi in Reynoldsville under the 
Harris banner, will be assigned to 
another house as a result of the 


Park is playing audience- | eral Famous Players 
with | houses 


TORONTO 


Jack Trotter, treasurer at sev- 
(Canadian) 
until taking similar post 
‘some months ago at Imperial, 
| Toronto, appointed assistant man- 
| ager to Tom Daley, who heads the 
| FP flagship here. 


LOUISVILLE 


Annual convention of Kentucky 
Assn. of Theatre Owners will be 
held here at Seelbach hotel, Oct. 
27-28. On the agenda are television. 
drive-ins, taxation, film contracts 
and court decisions. 


REGINA, SASK. 


Broadway here reopened after 
extensive alterations. House, 
which seats 716, was virtually re- 
built at $30,000 cost by H. A. Ber- 
covich, owner. 


MIAMI 


Womeico chain, which added 
three new houses in past year, an- 
nounced another addition with 
leasing of the Essex, now under 








Adelphi being taken over by How- 
ard J. Thompson, who heads Mid- | 
state Theatres circuit. | 

Eleanor O'Neal has joined Eddie | 
Hileman, former Clairton theatre 
rr ata in theatrical booking bus- 
ness. 


_ WASHINGTON 


Frank La Falce, ad-publicity di- 
rector for Warner Bros. theatres in 
Washington zone, got the added job 
last week of supervising the 


Warner and Metropolitan theatres, . 


chain’s two D. C._ showcases. 
George A. Crouch, recently upped 
to WB theatres general zone man- 
ager, also promoted Louis F.: Rib- 
nitzki to film buyer. George 
Werner was made head booker. 
Charles Grimes takes over super- 
vision of Stanley in Baltimore as 
well as theatres in the Virginia dis- 
trict. Nat Glasser continues as dis- 
trict manager of theatres in Mary- 
land district. 


construction in new development 
in Hialeah, Miami suburb. 


DALLAS 


Each Sunday morning the Crys- 
tal in Gonzales, Texas, becomes a 
‘house of worship. 
that the Methodist Church was be- 
‘Ing remodeled and that the con- 
Sregation was going to suspend 
services, Lynn Smith, partner in 
the operation of house with Thea- 
tre Enterprise of Dallas, offered 
use of the theatre. 

L. N. Crim, head of Community 
Theatres, appointed C. O. Donald- 
son manager of the six theatre cir- 
cuit in Ft. Worth. Donaldson has 
been manager of the Azle and 
booker for all six houses. 

Erhest Armbruster purchased 
the half interest of M. S. White in 
new Lagow theatre here. Law- 
rence Warren continues as house 
manager. White plans a 75@seat 


house in north Dallas. 
George A. Crouch has been nam- | 


The New im Colmesnail, Texas, 


ed Warner zone manager in the | has been taken back by its original 


Washington territory, succeeding 
the late John J. Payette. Crouch 


owner, Charles L. Dossey. He sold 
the house to R. H. Furlong, who 





will direct the operation of 45 Paid part cash and a note for bal- 


son of Frank houses in D. C., Maryland, Virginia, | ance. 


Several weeks ago Furlong 


West Virginia and Pennsylvania. (Went to district court charging 
Crouch was chief booker and as-| ©@@ings of theatre had been mis- 


sistant to Payette for years. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


D. J. McNerney, Blumenfeld ex-| 
ecutive, recuperating from opera-| 


tion. 
New United Artists office man-| 
ager George Glosser resigned after | 
only a week on the job because of | 
illness. 
E. W. “Buck” Smith, former UA 


| represented by Dossey. Court held 
note had to be paid by Furlong, 


| Dossey recovering house in work- 


_ing out final settlement. 


Texas and Linda in Abilene, 

exas, owned by Tom Griffin, 
bought by Paul Nixon. 

Eph Charninsky, head of South- 
ern Theatres Co., announced that 
Melton Barker will arrive in San 
Antonio soon to produce two reel 
comedies with all local kids. 


Midtown, Golden State house, re-) 


wHl be| 


Upon hearing 
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Paris Runaround 


Continued from page 2 








| Grand Marnier in a Waring mixer. ner (La Grenouille) catch second 
Then add equal amount cham- act at Folies Bergere (10:30), then 
ing Ambrosia! weaemuate” yea Sma Chez Florence 

nly 50¢. ez Eve (whoopee), Dr "ion inl 
FS Merrie! Abbott and hubby here Ciyb de Paris. pee), Drap d'Or and 
‘to gander and off for the baths. Ann Carnahan (World Video) 

Believe it or not, there's 4 here to film the fall style showings 
'French Sir Joseph Ginsburg for television. 

‘(medals and all) at the Jockey 
| Club. ' like any Main Street corner drug- 
The most — — arog store (without coke). 
restauran : 

lealled “Chez Mammy.” and the wine eee” former film 

- “ fish cabaret is calleaq— é 4 “ 
bent sie El Rancho. But Ros Jessel for his French tele- 
Chez Flambaum on the rue Lafayg phone routine (not Mama's). 
ette is still around. Max Blouet, mgr. George vy 
| It’s confusin’ to ride a French hotel, can tell you the real name 
\horse.. If you say “whoa,” that and birthdate of every biggie pass- 
i'means “let’s go” here. ing through, they have to leave 
| lLissy de Minavel } 
'a la Pensee) picked up enough | (French law), 
'ghic choices that'll solve many a}, 
|jaded Christmas shoppers’ prob- 
' lems 
Alex D’Arcy bought Stanley 
i Kalin’s Studebaker. D'Arcy, inci- 
dentally, making shorts here. 

The French haute couture just js $37,500. He is listed in the com- 
can’t make our all American size pany’s last proxy statement as re- 
12 cuties cute. _ ceiving a total of $175,140 last year 

American good-willers Paris jn salary and expenses (other than 
wont forget: George Jessel. C lark traveling expenses). Of this 
| Case, ey ome + ht amount, $75,000 was salary and the 
Gladys Lloyd Robinson, Duke El- "est Yates’ 10% participation ‘not 
lington, Louis Armstrong, Dizzy exceeding $100,000) in profits, plus 
Gillespie, Rita Hayworth. Edgar $50,000 in expenses. 
| Bergen, Edward G. Robinson, Phil Other top salaries at Rep may be 
Reisman and Martha Raye. cut later. The board appointed a 
| International incidents no matter Sse Cond committee, consisting of 
‘how remote reflect themselves im- Mills, Van Pelt and John Petraus- 
‘mediately on the town spirit. kas, Jr., company’s treasurer, to 
| They're starting to trickle back study payrolls in New York and on 
from the Riviera with their Cannes the Coast. Salaries in the $250- 
tans. and-under class will not be slashed, 

ion Hollywood budgeteers: itis believed. There is no cer- 
PR ong po’ pe gi Pama for tainty that higher ones will be cut, 
(100 bucks per week; electricians |@ither, if the committee's survey re- 
veals that the total sum saved will 


jane ope we ber Gay: sone "RCAY not be sufficient to overcome dang- 
ers to morale. 


48 bucks per day, crane rental per | ie : 
Dividend passing and moves for 
strict economy are believed to be 


\day, six bucks, and a 20-foot set | 
much more of an effort to insure 


|decorated from 150 to 300 bucks. 
|The only thing you cant get is 
| scripts. strength in a clouded world future 
. : ’ . by piling up reserves than to re- 
If you fly over don't cable for < as ; 
jhotel reservations: you get here fiect any current financial pres 
| nefewe the eable. = pores hse scone hoy — 
‘ : only abou % from e ar- 
The new German mark makes | cord highs of last year, while 
foreign income has been only 


living costs there as expensive as 
in the States for visitors and brass slightly harder hit Indications, 
| therefore, are far from acute. 


| alike. 
We have a lobby acquaintance : 
|with six (sure) international spies. All of the company’s cash abave 
The Cominform rates its political Perational requirements, Yates an- 
spies No. 4 to the industrial, sci- nounced after Friday's meeting, 
entific and medical snooping will be used to further reduce the 
sel rompers ba ns nar 
Chez Carrere, the only nightclub | 94nk debt of $2,900,000, which has 
visited by Princess Elizabeth, has been reduced from $4,000,000 a 
them coming in droves to see who Year ago. Yates’ aim, believed to 
gets the coveted royal chair, Clark have been brought about by urging 
Gable drew it against Sonja Henie. 0f Chemical, is to reduce the loan 
Cynda Glenn can have the hot seat ‘© $2,000,000 as rapidly as feasible. 
any time she likes. | It is understood the company Is 
The jets swooshing over Paris somewhat low on cash reserves at 
make you think. the moment, due to an exceptional- 
Top brass quote: “Don’t be sur- !Y large inventory. Reports have 
prised if we get out of Berlin. 1t Rep with a product backlog of al- 
just ain't worth the trouble.” most $10,000,000, aside from what 
Army-Show Biz Deal it is getting from indie producers. 
_ Col. Paul Jeffries (Special Serv- Although Yates announced last 
ice chief, U. S. zone), hep host to | week that the studio would turn 
show biz biggies visiting the zone, out as many films next year as this, 
worked out a deal with William it is believed the board, with its 
|Morris, Jr. Here's how it works: ew interest in the production op- 
‘If you will do a two weeks’ GI tour eration, may slow down the output 
the Army will fly you from and to to reduce the inventory. Rep, with- 
the States just like as if you were Out theatres of its own to play off 
President. No questions asked its product, is having trouble book- 
about stopovers. What a time you'll ing pix as rapidly as the studio has 
have for yourself! Edgar Bergen, been turning them out, thus caus- 
Edward G. Robinson, Jack Benny ing thein to back up on the shelf. 
and Wallace Beery slated and There was no discussion by the 
many, many more needed. Contact board of the type of films Rep will 
Morris and tell him to book you produce. However, from the tenor 
because you want to do yourself a Of previous discussions it is be- 
favor. lieved that concentration will be 
Maxime de Beix, local monocled on the westerns and moderately- 
| VARIETY mugg, will find you even budgeted programmers on which 
| before your hotel checks you in. | the company’s present stature was 
The reason they still use cobble- built. Prestige product on which 
‘Stones in their main streets is in it embarked for a while, with no 
case of street fighting, they can dig extraordinary success, will prob- 
| them up for barricades and mis- ably be pretty much forgotten. 
‘siles. s : 
Peggy Malus wondering at Paris. 
__ Paris, the ladies’ powder room of 
a world, 
ttention entire 25th floor 
(1270 6th: the honeymoon’s pang ; 
‘the Minevitch Harmonica Rascals control their giggling and excited 
will be back on or about Sept. 20. whisperings were enough to upset 
| “Bishop’s Wife” didn’t quite not only star and director but the 
‘make it here. entire company. : 
There is a mutual feeling here Studios Fave considered putting 
among nightclub operators on absolute ban on visitors, but figure 
Charles Trenet. ' that by imposing such a dictate too 
Attention, come-overs. File this much harm might accrue from per- 
so you can go right to work having sons whom it would pay studio to 
fun on arrival. * Cocktails (George cater. Accordingly, next best thing 
V). Dinner Tour d’Argent or Max- is accomplished by hand-picking 
im’s, then to the Bal Tabarin ‘requests, simultaneously m«king it 
(10:30), Carrousel, Casanova and clear that studio isn’t in a position 
Big Ben in that order. Alternate: to make its sets available very 
‘Cocktails at George V or Ritz, din- often. 


Star, 








Brulatour Estate | 


Cams continued from page 5 anal 











Visiting Firemen 
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Mutual With NBC on Code, Kobak  FRFATIVE US Nielsen to Shoot the Works; 





Sez—But What's Buying’ Mean? BAGK ON WERS 


Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak con-¢ 
fessed yesierday (Tues.) that he's 
had a month-long soul-searching, 
tussle with himself about this 
giveaway thing—but he has set his 
course mow. Mutual is falling in 
line with NBC with regard to the 
code and is going to wash its hands 
by Jan. 1 of programs that “buy” 
audiences. 

At the same time, however, 
Kobak made it clear that he felt 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
in drawing up and adopting the 
code, had failed to “define the ap- 
plication of the code with regard 
to ‘buying’ audiences,” and that 
he thinks NAB, for the sake of the 
industry, ought to lose no time 
doing so. 

The decision, Kobak indicated. 
undoubtedly means the eclipse of 
Mutual's hour-long “Three for the 
Money,” which the web topper 
clearly feels is in violation of the 
“buying” ban. Kobak claimed he 
and his top-level aides always had 
been “cold” on giveaways, feeling 
they were bad programming, and 
actually -tessed “Three for the 
Money” into the running with the 
“hope that it would be the straw 
that weuld break the camel’s back.” 

All Mutual advertisers have al- 
ready been notified, Kobak said, 
of the Jan. 1 deadline for con- 
formity with the code, including 
its provision specifying that men- 
tion of product brand names on 
the air shall be considered part of 
the time allotted the sponsor's 
commercials. Kobak didn’t know 
yet how some programs like 
“Queen for a Day” and “Take a 


(Continued on page 34) 


Ballantine's 1006 
'Fisticuff Splurge 


Ballantine Ale is laying it on the 
line for $100,000 for air rights to 
the twin fight bill from Jersey City 
on Sept. 23, including the Zale- 
Cerdan middleweight crown go and 
the Lesnevich-W alcott heavy- 
weight contender scrap. Mutual 
will get the billings, with airing 
starting at 9 p. m. instead of the 
usual 10 because of the double- 
header aspect. 

Pacting represents another step 
in Ballantine’s ambitious attempt 
for the No. 1 billings spot on box- 
ing matches, Gillette until now 
having had the dominating role. 
Whether. Ballantine grabs off the 
next heavyweight title bout de- 
pends on the promotional auspices. 

Meanwhile the TV situation on 
the Jersey City seraps is still mud- 
died. with no certainty one way or 
the other on whether the bouts will 
be televised. 








SEALTEST’S 996 | 


Boston, Aug. 31. 


AFRA will pocket $99,000, whether 
the new show stays on the air or 
not. Just how effectively AFRA 
worked out the tie-in to benefit its 


tailed by the federation’s head. 
George Heller, at the ninth annual 
AFRA convention here. 

Sealtest show debuts Sept. 9. 
and will contribute $2,250 a week 
to the AFRA fund. 


Lamour as m.c. and guest stars at 
$1,000 a shot, plus additional rank 
and file AFRA actors, announcers 
and singers. 

This is fourth attempt by AFRA 
to sell a radio program. Plans for 
setting up the Health Insurance 


not yet been worked out. ; 
New York mr meantime 
brought in a_ resolution recorm- 
poten el that AFRA include heaith 
insurance demands in the next na- 
tional negotiations AFRA conducts 
with employers based on a pro- 


next convention. 


Cincy FM’ er Folds 


Cincinnati, Aug. 31. 
caused the folding Monday (30) of 


Cincy’s three FM stations. 
in suburban Cheviot and 
started operating last Sept. 22 with 
airings from 3 to 9:30 p.m. daily 
of recorded musi¢, occasional pro- 
grams by amateur singers and in- 
strumentalists, and periodic play- 
by-play aecounts of neighborhood 
high school football and semi-pro 
baseball games. 

Operating firm, Suburban Broad- 
casting Co., was headed by George 
A. Waslo, who designed most of the 
John Strader, . 
mer announcer on local stations, 
was veepee. 


FCC Up Slugeing 
At Count of Nine 


On Giveaways 


Washington, Aug. 31. 
Communications 
Commission bounced back strongly 
Friday (27) from what looked like a 
its authority 
over lotteries onthe air. 

Commission stated that although 
lottery prosecution had been placed 
Congress under 
Dept,. FCC still could withhold li- 
censes of radio stations violating 
the Communications Act bans on 
such programming. 

What is more, the House Select 
Investigating 
agreed that the Commission could 
refuse to renew a license for this 
reason. The Committee first chal- 
lenged FCC when 
proposed lottery regulations. After 
receiving a reply to its letter ex- 
plaining that in view of public in- 
terest the Commission would not 
permit lotteries, Rep. Forest Har- 
ness, Committee Chairman, 
Variety that he agreed with the 
Commission that its job was to “po- 
lice licenses” and guard the public 





the Justice 


it announced 


FCC action put a new light on 
lottery shews. Last week networks 
(Continued on page 34) 


Sinaliiial ‘Format’ 


Prepped by Mullen 
For 3-Station Setup 


Detroit, Aug. 31. 

Injecting benefit of his years of 

| network experience into local sta- 

tion operations, Frank E. Mullen 

as prexy went into a huddle with 

AFRA GU ARANTEE "is three key executives from 

/WJR. WGAR and KMPC last week 

to discuss public service program- 

The Sealtest deal means that ming, advertising and promotion 
and station operations. 

Those attending the huddle here 
were Harry Wismer, assistant to 
the prexy of the three stations and 
newly set up welfare fund was de- general manager of WJR; John F. 
Patt. veepee and general manager 
of WGAR and Robert O. Reynolds, 
veepee and general manager of 





After the windup Friday (27) 
/Mullen returned to New York and 
NBC network show stars Dorothy plans an immediate trip to the 





Youth Marches On 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 31. 
Probably the youngest gee 
+ i FRANS has a regular radio station will - 
program Ser paid up - \year-old Julia Liebman, a ae 
of Allegheny College. She's build- ; 
ing at nearby Kittanning. Pa.. about Records is owned by CBS). 
20 miles from’ downtown Pitts-| Ayres’ contract was in the works 
burgh, and expects to be on the for weeks and some of the delibera- 
air very shortly. ; 
It’s that town’s first ee 
. before the outfit and has been assig 
gram to be worked out cali letters WKIN. 


Raising of the curiain on the 
1948-49 broadcasting season spot- 
lights one indisputable fact—that 
the. pendulum on creation of net- 
work shows has definitely swung 
from ad agencies back to the net- 
| works. 

It’s been approximately 15 years 
since the agencies moved in and 
took over the creative program | 
function practically lock, stock and 
barrel. But there’s little doubt 
now that the networks have again’ 
entrenched themselves as the top 
program builders. It became evi- 
dent some months back when a/| 
number of the creative guys fore- 
saw the situation and returned to 
network aegis after agency flings. 
Among them, for example, were 
Hubbell Robinson, Harry Acker- 
man and Lester Gottlieb, all now 
entrenched as part of the CBS pro- 
| fam package operation. 

As late as a couple years back it 
was the boast of such agencies as 
J. Walter Thompson and Young & 
| Rubicam that they wouldn't 
“touch” other than an agency- 
built show. A look at the Y&R 
‘record over the past season, how- 
lever, discloses that virtually the 
agency’s whole new stable of shows 
are “outside” properties. notably 
CBS-built productions, such as “Mr. 


eral Foods; “Arthur Godfrey's Tal- 
ent Scouts.” on the Lipton Tea 
roster, and “My Friend Irma,” 
which until its new switchover to 
the Pepsodent account sold Swan 
Soap off the Y&R aceount books. 


Paley-Stanton Payoff 


That CBS has been the prime 
mover in the agency-to-network 
swingback on programming is seen 
as the payoff of the Bill Paley- 
Frank Stanton program packaging 


into a multi-million dollar bonanza 
for the web, with the sale of 13 


of the CBS program sales packages 
is also confirmation of Paley’s faith | 
in the new Robinson setup, with | 


ert Heller. Gottlieb, Irving Mans- the largest income in its history.) 
The FCC examiners have been 
‘western counterpart of Harry Ac- | working at WNEW’s Fifth ave. 
quarters but have made no effort 


\field and Bill Fineshriber and the 


kerman and Guy della Cioppa. 
The fact that there’s been a 50% | 


stemming from the coordination 


between Robinson’s program pack- the WOV bilingual station will be 
determined after FCC hearings. 


aging and the Bill Gittinger sales 
application. with Robinson supply- 
ing the sales staff with something 
‘more than order pads. 

New Shows sold by CBS over the 
past season include “Mr. Ace & 
Jane” (General Foods); “Hit the 
| Jackpot” (Plymouth-De Soto); “Our 
|Miss Brooks,” (Colgate); “Hilltop 
House” (Alka Seltzer) and the pend- | 
ing deal with Esso for the sale of 
the Sunday afternoon New York 


‘Philharmonic concerts, the latter 
being classified as a house-built | Go, Also Go 40 Sponsors; 


property because the primary sales_ 
factor involves the creation of a. 
program package for the intermis- 
‘sion element. Previous house-de- | 
veloped sales include “Irma,” “Tal- 
ent Scouts,” Godfrey as a daytime 
coast-to-coast personality ‘hypoed 
by an additional sales this season); | 
“Crime Photographer,” “Let's Pre- 


Take” and “Suspense.” 


Ayres (Col.) Teams With | 
RCA’s Como for Ch’field 





to conduci the musical accompani-_ 
ment for Perry Como’s Chesterfield | 
| broadcasts. which resumes Sept. 27. 
Hiring of Ayres is unique due to 
‘the fact that he’s a musical director 
for Columbia Records in New York, 
‘whereas Como is top-dog on the 
rival RCA-Vietor label. Plus which 
\the show airs over NBC (Columbia 


‘tion is said to have been due to his 
jovanarisom with CRC. However, the 
ipact was signed last Wednesday 
s(25). 


Showdown Fight vs. Hooper Set 


- 





How Hooper Rates ’Em 


(Aug. 30) 
Take It or Leave It...... 1 
Stop the Musie ......... 3 
Pies Fees |. «2+ ccebic 
Break the Bank ........ 
Suspense . Wo &) Seo 
ee eee te 
This Is Your FBI ....... 
Crime Photographer .... 
ee eee +> .0s aw 6 ews oe 
ORE. TNE. u.casvee mates 
Mr. Keen Soin ds 
Thin Man .. etn a 
Mr. and Mrs. North ... 
We, the People ....... 
Mr. Chameleon ........ 
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* It was A. C. Nielsen’s turn yes- 
iterday (Tues.) to unleash a bread- 
side in the mounting battle of the 
radio listening measurers. With a 
“this is it, boys,”’ the Chicago audi- 
|meter indexer came back at arch- 
‘rival C. E. Hooper’s new project- 
able ratings with a new project- 
able of his own, plus 13 other new 
‘features, all wrapped up in a new 
National Nielsen Radio Index. And, 
just for good measure, a few well- 
aimed potshots at Hooper’s opera- 
tion. 

Nielsen announced that, effective 
next Jan.,1—the date on which 
Hooper also proposes to put his 
inew U. S. Hooperating service into 
/effect—NRI will jump its “cover- 
age” of U. S. radio homes from 





FCC Investigators 


In Gotham 9.0. ing 
Bulova Records 


63° to 97%: increase the sample 
36% by installing 2,000 or more 
audimeters (against a present 
'1,.200) in about 1,500 homes; ren- 
der ratings 48 weeks per year (in- 
‘stead of the present 24); inaugu- 
rate full use of a new Mailable- 
Tape Audimeter which will cut 
delivery time on reports (now 
‘about four weeks) approximately 
in half; open NRI client ranks to 
ad agencies for the first time; and 
| Offer an inexpensive “Class B” rat- 


Strictly on the q.t.. FCC examin- |'®8S report service to agencies and 


ers have been in New York the 
mn past couple of weeks going over 
Ace & Jane,” purchased for Gen- books of the Arde Bulova radio in- 
terests. The watch manufacturer 
owns the Manhattan indies WNEW 
and WOYV, the latter currently in- 
volved in a drawn-out duopoly sit- 
uation which finds 
at grips with Ralph Weil and Ar- 
nold Hartley in bidding for the 


station. 


The International Catholic Truth | 
Society some time back filed a 
brief accusing Bulova of concealed 
ownership and transfers of con- 
trol. <A hearing was held, but 
concept, which has translated itself | not completed, hence the investi- 
gation. WNEW is operating on a 
special temporary authorization 
house-built properties. The click and FCC, it’s reported, won't re- 
new until the investigation is com- 


pleted. 


Herman Bess 


jadvertisers who don’t need the 
\complete “‘Class A” NRI service. 
Effect of Nielsen’s move unques- 
jtionably will be to set the stage 
for a showdown fight next year be- 
| tween the two major rating rivals, 
with Nielsen in a far more com- 
| petitive position than he has been. 
For his Index has had growing in- 
,dustry acceptance, but. has been at 
(Continued on page 34) 





NBCs 706 Pic In 
Promotional Bow 


| NBC, in one of its most ambi- 


i | (WNEW, incidentally, is in the tious promotionai stunts to preem 
its pepped-up eastern staff of Rob- processs of chalking up this year the new broadcasting season, has 


gone into the film business and, in 
association with RKO eastern stu- 
| dios, is in process of completing a 
‘film at a cost of $70,000 which will 


as yet to move into the WOV of- showcase the web's array of star- 
increases in sales of CBS package fices. Whether the Weil-Hartley studded talent. 

programs over the year is also seen combo or Bess, currently managing ‘Film will get a pre-distribution 
Dorothy Thackrey’s WLIB, gets preem at the upcoming Sun Valley 


|convention of NBC late in Septem- 
ber before many of the nation’s 


In Washington the FCC refused key broadcasters. Prints will later 
to comment, but admitted the at-'be shipped to all affiliates for 


' 


torneys have been in N.Y. FCC | sereening before educational, civic 
general counsel Benedict Cottone groups and others. 


said he could not discuss something | Pie -is getting top production 


that might be subject to a publie | ,, 


hearing. 


Where Gentile & Binge 





lues and will feature the Al 
| Jolson-Jack Benny-Bob Hope-Fib- 
ber & MollyJimmy Durante-Eddie 
Cantor, et al., lineup in bits from 
their air shows. Phil Reisman, Jr., 
‘is writing the continuity and Ed 
| Montagne, of the RKO production 
| staff. is producer-director. 

_ Film will be the high spot in 





WJBK Reaps Harvest ac annual “Parade of Stars” 


Detroit, Aug. 31. 


promotional kickoff of the season, 


In one of the most drastic moves With affiliates also getting the 
in radio row here, Joe Gentile and usual kit material, ete. 


Ralph Binge, who parlayed a love. 
of fun into one of America’s larg- | 

|est radio programs, will move their | SINDLINGER SIGNS 
© etiack on oF segs |“Early Morning Frolic” show from 
tend.” “Strike It Rich,”.“Give and CKy w to WJBK beginning Sept. 8. 


A quick survey shows that most 
of their 40 sponsors will follow 


the team to WJBK. 


The pair are following Dick 
Jones, former business manager 





NBC, Y&R, WFIL 


Philadelphia, Aug. 31. 
Albert Sindlinger, newest en- 
trant in the radio listening meas- 
| urement field, has signed NBC, the 


: for CKLW in the new station affili- young & Rubicam ad agency, and 
Mitchel) Ayres has been signed ation. Jones was named new man- philadelphia station WFIL to “ex- 


ager of WJBK last Friday (20). 





Mass. Educ’l Series 


| perimental” two-month contracts 
| for his instantaneous Radox re- 
_ports on a pilot sample of 60 seis 
|here, he announced today (Tues.). 


Aj 1 at Classrooms. Sindlinger said he will issue an 


Boston, Aug. 31. 


| additional list of initial clients 
'within a few days. Subscribers 


-Massachusetts Dept of Educa-' will receive teletyped reports daily 


tion set to sponsor weekly educa- on their programs. 
tional radio shows through local At the same time, Sindlinger 
stations, aimed specifically at class- disclosed that he will increase his 
room listeners. . 
Thirty-five broadcasts a week, 
timed ‘for school hours, will include three weeks. He plans on expand- 
such subjects as news, research,|ing the service to other eastern 
literature and music. 


| sample to 120 units, 10 of them in- 
| Stalled in taverns, within the next 


‘seaboard cities in the near future. 
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Indies Want Same Break as Nets 
On Full-Blown Campaign Shows 


The independent stations, now+ 


Wednesday, September 1, 194g 








that they’ve been officially recog- | 
nized by the National Assn. of | 
Broadcasters with the formation of | 
the Non-Affiliated Stations Com-| 
mittee of NAB, went into action 
this week. 

In the first concerted move to 
strengthen their stature as a show 
biz medium in the eyes of the lis- | 
tening audience, indie reps, meet- | 
ing Monday (30) and yesterday | 
(Tues.) at NAB hdgs. in Washing- 
ton, took steps to “get off the spot 
announcement hook.” 

Ted Cott, program director and 
veepee of New York indie, WNEW, 
has enlisted the cooperation of 
NAB on behalf of the indie com- 
mittee to give the independent sta- 
tions the same break as the net- 
works when it comes to public serv- 
ice shows on behalf of nationwide | 
campaigns. The indies reason this 
way: In years past when the Red 
Cross, for example, put on an am-| 
bitious half-hour production with | 
top stars to ballyhoo the drive, 
they've always gotten a network | 
showcasing, while the indies have 
had to remain content with spot an- 
nouncements. 

With proper NAB support, the 
indies feel they can be given equal | 
consideration on full-blown pro-| 
ductions, with the intro tag: “The | 
Independent Stations of America 
Present—.” Obviously, the indies 
don’t want a pickup of the network | 
show, but a separate show specially | 
transcribed for them. 

The indies point out that they | 
can offer the added advantage of a 
local cut-in, a privilege denied on 
network showcasings. 

Indie committee is also carrying 
its plan to the advertising council 
and will poll indie stations on par- 
ticipation. 

Committee has also put in a bid 
to the NAB to set aside a conven- 
tion day for indie problems. 

Indie committee huddling here, 
in addition to Cott, includes Dave 
Baylor, WJMO, Cleveland; Pete 
Schloss, WWSW, Pittsburgh; Law- 
rence McDowell, KFOX, Long 
Beach, Cal.; Bob Maynard, WSVS, 
Crewe, Va.; Melvin Drake, WDGY, 
Minneapolis, and Pat McDonald, 
WHHM, Memphis. 


WINS Gets 50-Hr. 
Billings Windfall 


Crosley-owned WINS, N. Y., has 
latched onto a lucrative batch of 
time orders for fall, including the 





} 
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Rideout Rides Out: 
Storms for 23 Yrs. 


Boston, Aug. 31. 
E. B. Rideout, veteran weather 
forecaster, recently celebrated his 
23rd anniversary of broadcasting 
on WEEI. 
He also celebrated his 40th wed- 
ding anni the same week. 
chaperoning KLZ’s 560ke, frequency | 


. ~> 
S$ as 
or a dozen years; now has FM un-| 


. - . j f 
D t der his wing, too. KLZ holds one | 
; ocumen aries :: the industry’s best operational | 
| records, 
NBC’s N.Y. flagship, WNBC, | KLZ, DENVER. | 
whieh ‘is currently’ prepping a four-| 
part documentary ‘for September- | 
October airing digging into the| utua {0 ey 
pertinent’ subject of the all-time; 
high cost’of food, has projected it- | 
self im the past year into the Sora] e 
front among Gotham’s network key | , aytime prea 
stations in the field of public serv-| 


ice programming. It’s a role which, | 














KLZ’s Kilocycle Controller | 
! 


HARVEY WEHRMAN | 


KLZ’s Chief Engineer has been 
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| being compiled by U. of Penn. prof, G. Malcolm Laws... 





first all-night, cross-the-board sale 
of Jack Ejigen’s stint from the 
Copacabana and a trio of orders 
totalling more than 50 hours 
weekly. Indie lost more than half | 
of its Crawford +Clothes billings | 
(outfitter is diverting half of its: 
ad budget into printed media), but | 
Robert Hail Clothes stepped in ' 
with an order for all the segments | 
its competitor dropped. 


Strauss Stores bought Eigen’s 
stanza (which has had only par- 
ticipating sponsors in the past), 
plus the Sunrise Serenade, which 
hangs the soldout sign on the en- 
tire 12:30 a.m.-to-6 a.m. period. 

Robert Hall picked up segments 
of the Jack Lacy, Bill Watson and 
Don Goddard stanzas. Burlington 
Bus Lines will use a strip of the 
Art Seanlon show. William Wise, 
book publisher, took time on the 
Lacy show. Hall, Burlington and 
Wise orders are the three account- 
ing on better than 50 hours a, 
week. 


Other recent sponsor pactings | 








. have been with Chesterfield, for | 


Columbia U. football games; 
Swansdown and Associated Food 
Stores, for participation § in 
“Bushels of Fun,” a new noonday 
quiz show; Birdseye Frosted Foods | 
and Old English Wax, for “Morn-| 
ing Matinee,” the hour-long daily 
show piped through from WLW, 
Crosley’s Cincinnati station. 
Long-term renewals with Sep-. 
tember effective dates have been 





until this vear, belonged pretty 
much to WOR, the Mutual key. In 
recent months, unaccountably, 
WOR has dropped almost entirely 
from the documentary picture. 
Both WCBS and the ABC flag- 
ship, WJZ, have continued their 
local programming largely in the 
commercial pattern, content in 
feeding off network public affairs 
efforts and letting other stations 
(notably indies like WNEW and 


kudos. 

WNBC’s emergence as a distinct 
entity in the local picture began 
under Jim Gaines’ aegis a couple 
of years ago when the flagship won 
autonomy from the web and, short- 
ly afterward, launched a monthly 


(Continued on page 34) 


N. Y. Radio Execs Invite 
Allen to Sound Off On 
Giveaways; Agenda Set 


N. Y. broadcasting biggies may 
hear their propensity for giveaway 
shows put on the pan at the Radio 
Executives Club’s fall getaway 
luncheon Oct. 7. Invited speaker 
(but he hasn't accepted yet) is Fred 
Allen. 

Bid to the comic, who’s noted for 
his hatred of the jackpotters, was 
extended by WNEW veepee and 
program chief Ted Cott, following 
his assignment to the REC pro- 
gramming chore for the 1948-49 
season by the club’s new prexy, 
Carl Haverlin, president of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. 

REC’s upcoming season looks to 
be injected with plenty of show- 
manship and perhaps greater sig- 
nificance than it has ever had. 
Haverlin has tapped a batch of 
industry toppers to sit on an advis- 
ory committee. He’s had accept- 
ances from Hugh Feltis, Broadcast 
Measurement Bureau prexy; Fred- 
eric R. Gamble, prez of the Amer- 
ican Assn. of Advertising Agencies; 
Andrew J. Haire, Advertising Club 
of N. Y. head; Grace M. Johnsen, 
prez of the Ad Women of N. Y.; 


(Continued on page 34) 


Giveaways Hit the Road 


Wanderlust has bitten a couple 
of Mutual giveaways. “Take a Num- 
ber” is heading south to play 
Saturday (4) before the Fourth In- 
fantry Division Assn.’s reunic> at 








| Augusta, Ga. In October, show will 


hit the road again to play the Dan- 
ville, Va., County Fair. 

“True or False” is slated to 
originate Sept. 11 from Chicago, 
home of its bankroller (Shotwell 
candy), in a reciprocal tieup with 
preem of Universal’s Lester Cowan 
production, “One Touch of Venus.” 


ABC’s New Union Tie 


ABC, the unions’ favorite web 
(Brotherhood of Railway Train- 
men, United Electrical Workers, 





To Mood Pattern 


Mutual, having claimed its day- 
| time coverage is as goed, or almost 
as good, as any other web’s (based 
'on “Listenability” findings), is plot- 
\ting its biggest splash yet in the | 
| daytime field this fall. Out of the. 
'resulting reshuffle of the web’s 
| weekday cross-the-board fare has | 


’WMCA) grab local public service /come a new midday spread of name | 


attractions and a new mid-after- | 
/noon sequence of variety-audience 
| participation airers, with emphasis | 
}on the current quiz craze. | 

Overall, as program veepee Phil- 
lips Carlin sees it, the fall daytime | 
‘lineup shapes into a “mood pro- 
| gramming” pattern aimed to at-| 


|tract femme dialers with every-. , 


thing short of soap operas. One 
quizzer, “Heart’s Desire,” is being 
ashcanned (with its 50% sponsor, 
Philip Morris, switching to Kate 
Smith), but Red Benson’s “Movie | 
'Matinee” and the new “Golden 
| Hope Chest” giveaway will be in| 
there pitching, along with “Queen | 
for a Day,” for the q.-and-a. fans. | 
The midday sequence will get; 
rolling in earnest Sept. 20 when) 
Gabriel Heatter debuts his “Mail- 
bag” co-op. It was initially calen- 
dared for takeoff this week (30) in 
the 12:45 spot but has been both 
postponed and shifted to the 11:30 
period. 
The new lineups: | 
11 am.—John Nesbitt’s co-op. | 
11:15—Victor H. Lindlahr for | 
Serutan (repficing “Tell Your’ 
Neighbor” co-op, which shifts to} 
9:15 a.m.). 
11:30—Heatter’s ‘“Mailbag” co- 
op. 
11:45—to be assigned. 
12:00—Kate Smith Speaks, co-op. 
12:15—Kate Smith Sings, for 
Philip Morris. | 
12:30-1—Luncheon at Sardi’s (up | 
to now cross-the-board only on 
WOR, N. Y., with a Saturday p.m. | 
spot on Mutual). — 
1:00—Cedric Foster, co-op. | 
1:15—The Happy Gang, co-op. | 
1:45—Checkerboard Jamboree, 
for Ralston. 
2:00—Queen for a Day, 
Miles and Philip Morris. 
2:30—Golden Hope Chest. 
3:00—Movie Matinee (formerly | 
Saturdays only), 
Web particularly thinks its new | 
sequence will 
Hooper-wise, by the fact that many 








new lineups in their entirety, 


Howe, Snowden Exit Seen 
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Chicago, Aug. 31. 


coming president 
manager of Taylor - Borroff & 





key MBS affiliates are clearing the |Last three p 








From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Arnold Hartley has cabled his WOV boss, Ralph Weil, from Rome 
that he received a private audience with the Pope last Thursday...’ 
Norman Prouty, with the Petry station rep outfit before and after the 
war, but lately sales veepee of E. Pritchard, Inc. (Pride of the Farm 
Ketchup), Princeton, N. J., is getting back into radio Sept. 13 via an 
account exec spot under Charles Ayres in ABC sales....ABC announcer 
Kelvin Keech, native of Hawaii, leaving Sept. 21 for a month’s revisit 
to old island haunts... Henry LaCossitt, ill since early May, resum. 
ing his MBS “Editor’s Diary” this week....“Ballad for the Babe,” 
written and sung by Tom Glazer on NBC's memorial airer for Babe 
Ruth, being incorporated in an upcoming book on American ballads 
Frank W. Me- 
Mahon new promotion manager of NBC’s Radio-Recording Division, 
Was with Compton agency before the war. He succeeds Douglas _ 
Butler, now assistant to the manager of network audience promotion. 

Mutual’s contingent-hopping Walter Lurie back on the Coast for 
opening of Don Lee’s new h.q.....Mrs. Edna Johnston, ex-Asbury Park 
femme news commentator now promoting a new wire brush for pets 
and buying N.Y. video spots to sell the product....Paul and Grace 
Hartman turned down a chunk of soft-drink sponsor coin to do a video 


rw wwe 


> 








‘comedy series because of the impending tour of their “Angel in the 


Wings” revue....Sid Reznick trains out for Toronto today (Wed.) for 
huddles with producer Rai Purdy on a Mildred Moray comedy-variety 


| stanza which has been bought by Wrigley for Canadian airing on a 39- 
| week basis. 
| the series....Hermitage Press will publish WMCA disk jock Joe Frank- 
| lin’s tome, “Antique Record Shop.” 


Reznick, who scripted the audition, probably will write 


WPIX comic Danny Webb offered the comedy lead in playwright 
Mark Linder’s new show, “Expectant Mothers”....The Mike Boscias 
(he’s manager of operations in CBS Press Info), who already have three 
tikes, drew twins, a boy and girl, last Thursday (26) at the Westchester 
Square hospital, Bronx Life’s “Life Begins at 80” spread last week 
represented a parlay for Jack Barry, whose “Juvenile Jury” got a play 
in the mag last year....Bob Ferris, formerly of Myron Selznick and 
Jules Ziegler office, has opened his own agency for radio and TV 
Bret Morrison has waxed a series of “Shadow” character spots for 
safety appeals. Mutual will pipe them via closed circuit to affiliates for 
local recording and airing George Dunning, who went into film 
scoring and conducting after seven years as musical director of Kay 
Kyser’s show, has been inked for the music chore on Dennis Day’s fall 
show. Bud Dant couldn't continue the assignment because of a pro- 
gram conflict stemming from shift of Day’s stanza to Saturday nights 
.... Dwight Cooke and Quincy Howe will alternate on the interviewer 
chore on a new CBS series, “You And... .,” cross-the-board at 6:15-30 
p.m., starting in mid-September. Format calls for interviews with 
experts ‘from various fields. Object will be to relate the subjects to 
the average person. 

Bob Quigley, “County Fair” scripter, set to co-star with Bill Sears 
in a 15-minute tele stanza via WCAU-TV, Philly....Mike Riley of the 
Katz agency’s radio dept. weekended at Saratoga as guest of George R. 


| Nelson of Schenectady, who handles the Saratoga Racing Assn. account 


..French Nat’! Tourist office and French Line back on Jacques 
Fray’s sponsor list at WQXR today (Wed.) following summer hiatus 

Elosie McElhone is ankling her co-emcee spot on “Try and Do It” (NBC- 
TV) to hop to the Coast and rejoin the “Leave It to the Girls” panel for 
at least 13 weeks....Kenneth Webb, former playwright, transferred 


| by BBD&O to the Coast to supervise two airers, eventually take over 


agency’s Coast tele. He replaces Harry Maynard, who moved to KTLA 


/as sales manager. 


Ted Lawrence, WHN jock, garnering thank-yous from Valley Forge 
General hospital (Pa.) vets, for whom he promoted golf clubs from 
listeners....Dick Dudley taking over commercials on Solitaire Time 
(NBC) with Bob Houston Sunday ayems....“Ford Theatre” adaptation 
of Edna Ferber’s “Cimarron” last season, for which the authoress got 
adaptation rights as well as $1.000 (as reported last week), was scripted 
by Peter Lyon rather than Howard Teichmann....Benny Rubin has 
been inked to a three-year contract for the tele (NBC) and radio (MBS) 
versions of “Stop Me If You've Heard This”....Irving Morrow into 
the “Romance of Helen Trent” cast... . Joseph Bell new to “Backstage 
Wife”.... Joan Tighe a newcomer to “Young Widder Brown”... . Paul 
Roberts and Adelaide Smolen, both of NBC production dept., getting 
hitched Friday (3)... It’s a baby boy, Joshua Norman, for the Chuck 
Lewins, born last week in Lying-In-Hospital. Lewin turns actor for a 
month, going into “Finian’s Rainbow,” Broadway musical. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Jack Smith will be flanked by regulars hereafter, the sponsor having 
decreed a discontinuance of the guestar policy. After Sept. 10 Martha 
Tilton and the Clark Sisters will rotate for four nights and Smith goes 
it alone with Frank DeVol’s orch the odd evening....Irene Ryan, re- 
membered from the team of Tim and Irene, is having a package built 
aroundsher scripted by Doris Gilbert. It’s a situation comedy piece 
called “Dear Miss Ryan”... Horace Heidt broadcast Sept. 12 will come 
from Hollywood Bowl with a charity tieup in the ticket sale. He and 
his hopefuls will put on a three-hour show with most of the proceeds 
(ducats are scaled up to $3.60) going to L. A. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce Youth Aid Program. __ Bill Sloan, who used to look after 


new talent for CBS, joined Roy Durstine agency here as account exec 


and incidental participation in the firm’s radio, television and picture 


. 
for | activities... . Allan Maynard named purchasing agent of ABC to replace 
| H. G. Fernhard, who moved over to sales service as assistant managet 
...- Ralph Edwards will lay out around $100,000 to travel “Truth Or 


Consequences,” but will retrieve most of it with personals between 
broadcasts.... Frank “Bud” Berend, dapper sales chief of NBC's west- 


aan, tiietiel 
be strengthened, | Edm — a on business trek to Chicago, New York and Detroit... 


ashman was partied by his cronies on the eve of hauling 
east to take up his new duties as radio head of the Kudner agency. 
rograms of the Gordon MacRae-Evelyn Knight series for 


| Texaco will be directed by “Bunny” Coughlin....Clyde Scott, KECA 


manager, a coronary victim and will pass the next. six weeks in the 


hospital . .. Benton & Bowles gets the first platter of Francis X. Bush- 
| man’s live and recorded series of reminiscences....Norman Blackburn 


around for 10 days to li ‘*s tele 
In Ed Borroff Takeover operation nack‘ese..” ine up, three or four directors for NBC's te 


He’s angling for journeyman grounded in pic- 


tures, stage and radio Cy H jaunt 
‘ ~ dio... Cy Howard back from his European jau 
With Ed Borroff, former v.p. and ; With tall tales of his adventures 


head of ABC central division, be- S®0W.on wax that has the fast-talking Arlene Harris as chief pro- 
and general | ‘@gonist. 


...Ben Brady wrapped up a comedy 


Judy Canova warming up for the new season with a 10-day stand 


Co., Inc., new setup takes over en- ‘at Michigan state fair....Unless Tums can wash up the 13 weeks re- 
tire organization of Taylor-Howe- ™&ining on the contract with “Date With Judy,” Alan Young’s debut 
Snowden Radio Sales. Inc. Borroff | Will be put over to Jan. 11. 


Jim Backus and Ed Begley will be in the 


will headquarter in Chicago. It is Young cast, with Norman Paul and Dave Schwartz doing the scripts. 


inked by Stanback, Carlings Red ete.), has just picked up a piece of rumored that Howe and Snowden | Bill Gay is choice of Foote, Cone & Belding for the production chore 


Cap Ale and Crawford Clothes. 


(Crawford, which formerly 
plunked its entire ad layout on' 


Brotherhood of Boilermakers. 
IBB has bought the full web for 


billing from the International |are bowing out of the organization °" Frigidaire’s Lum and Abner half-hour series....Screen Guild Play- 


to devote more time to stations ¢TS tee up the new season Oct. 7 with “Northside 777” starring James 


‘KGMC, Amarillo; 


KFYO, Lub-| 5 


tewart....Walter Lurie in for a quickie to look in on the Mutual 


radio, has picked up a series of 30 minutes Monday, Sept. 13, 8 block, KTSA, San Antonio, and | Shows....Mann Holiner catching up on his neglected athletic youth 


- quarter-hours on WQXR, but has | p.m,. to broadcast a forum discus- KRGV, Weslaco, all in Texas. 
- chopped off its schedules on three sion of the Taft-Hartley Act. Deal | 


N. Y. stations, 


WNEW, |was made dircct, with no agency |join Clyde Melville in Dallas t 
-WMCA and WOV.,) ending 


involved. 


promote business in the southwest..| 


_by taking swimming lessons three days a week and jogging along the 
Alex Keese, former g.m., will, ridle paths two days... Jack Johnstone will man the controls on 
| Prudential’s Family Hour of Stars, giving up his producership of the 


(Continued on page 36) 





a ae 


__Wednesday, September 1, 1 








AFRA 





Digi a a a aia BONA tad Fhe ee Se gi aera 











AFRA’s Dry Strike’ Technique 


,’ 
o 





Boston, Aug. 3 

Plenty of discussion here in the 
AFRA ninth annual convention on 
situation at WRAL, Raleigh, where 
AFRA is currently trying out a 
new “dry strike” technique. 
“Strike” so far hasn't worked, but | 
the station is paying plenty for its 
recaleitrancee. | 

Station, owned by A. J. and Fred 
Fletcher, turned down AFRA pro-| 
posals on behalf of station's four ' 


In Raleigh Studied at Convention 


New AFRA Slate 


Boston, Aug. 31. 

Clayton Collyer is the new 
prez of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, elected 
at the ninth annual convention 
here. 

Other officers include Vir- 
ginia Payne, first veepee; Knox 
Manning, second veepee; Wil- 
liam Gavin, third veepee; Eve- 
lyn Freyman, fourth, and Nel- 
son Case, fifth. Norman Field 


AFRA members, countered with was elected recording secre- 
proposal which would have re- tary and Harry Elders. treas- 
sulted ‘n pay cuts, shorter vaca-|  yrer. : f 


tions and decreased sick leave. 











Central. Labor Union. It sent let- 
ters to station’s 94 sponsors and | A t + { 9 
C Obsole J 
have since ollowed and AFRA re- 
ports a “substantial” number of | 
the station’; accounts dropped out. ' aw ers 
AFRA figures to continue the dry | 
of illegality under ‘Taft-Hartley | Judge Frank Roberson, Washing- 
Act. | ton radio attorney, told the House 
ne | Select Committee investigating the 
. | Federal Communications Commis- 
Standard Oil's Big 
| tion of whether atheists should be 
7 * given free radio time to reply to 
est f  relisious broadcasts. Specifically 
. invelved is the FCC’s “Scott De- 
will be set up this fall to carry!in the Communications Act for 
season games of the Chicago consideration by the 81st Congress. 
nois. Indiana, Iowa. and Nebraska. Second witness up, the NAB's 
Company has hired Irv Kupcinet, general counsel Don ‘Pettey, said 
and Bert Wilson will do the play- tered properly.” With regard to 
by-play action. Stations carry the the Scott Decision, Pettey asserted 


Raleigh’s population of 13,500 cit- | 
strike indefinitely, and is getting | Washington, Aug. 31. 
/ sion today (Tues.). The lawyer was 
ctsion.” 
Bears. Sponsor, Standard Oil of | Rep. Forest Harness, chairman of 
cafe columnist of the Chi Sun- he thought the present Act all 
games are WIND, Chi; WDZ Tus- he didn’t think it was based on any 


| 


FORGE WEAPON 


By RUDY ELIE, JR. 


Bosten, Aug. 31. 

| Ninth annual convention of the 
| American Federation of Radio Ar 
| tists. voted unanimously here to 
| set up the machinery for a full or 
partial merger of all unions within 
| the Assn. of Actors and Artistes of 
| America. 

| Resolution came after four days 


| 


|of non air-conditioned confab in- | 


| volving 104 delegates and clearly 
| indicates AFRA's hope to spread 
the merger idea to other performer 
|}unions eutside the 4 A’s horizen 
with a view to uncovering sharper 
fangs in the Taft-Hartley battle. 

| Uf desire to increase performer’s 
| bargaining power and erect 
| stronger powers to fight the T-H 
| law was the convention’s prime in- 
'terest, the future of television 
unions was almost equally im- 
' portant on the agenda. 

| Resolution on the merger set 
| January 15, 1949, as deadline for 
'a referendum of the entire mem- 
bership of the 4 A’s for the pur- 
_pese of determining members’ 
|} opinion on the merger scheme, 
|calling in the meantime on all 
'4 A unions to debate the question. 
| APRA resolved to submit its 
'merger plan to National Board for 
immediate action. 


List of Affiliations 


Involved in the merger are 
|Chorus Equity, Actors Equity, 
'Sereen Actors Guild, Sereen Ex- 
tras Guild, AGVA, AGMA, Italian 
Actors Union, Hebrew Chorus 
Union, Hungarian Actors § and 
Artists Assn. and Hebrew Actors 
Union. 


| Although not under the 4 A's, 
| other likely prospects are NABET. 
Radio Writers Guild, Radio and 
| Television Directors Guild.- (whose 
|} prexy William Sweets wired con- 
| vention message of cooperation), 
| International Brotherhood of Elec- 
‘trical Workers, Screen Publicists 
‘Guild, Assn. of Theatrical Press 





Agents and Managers. American 
Federation of Musicians, and 
| others. 


| These are already represented 


IN T-H BATTLE 


SPEARHEADS 4A’S MERC 


+ 











Mutual's DeMille Show to Invite 


Expulsion 





Showdown on AFRA 


| AFRA’s Giveaway 
Boston, Aug. 31. 

Arriving at the Somerset 
hotel for the ninth annuai 
AFRA convention, Evelyn 
Freyman of Washington dis- 
covered she'd lost her wallet in 
the cab bringing her over from 
the airport. Cabbie appeared 
later and handed the wallet 
containing $67 to convention 
secretary and left without mak- 
ing himself known. 

Delegates kicked in with re- 
ward money but couldn't find 
cabbie. Local papers picked 
up the story and cabbie turned 
up last day of the convention. 

Reward was $72. 


‘for the Money, 
CBS Reports on {ts 
Salvage Schedule 


Perhaps of all the networks, 
‘CBS is in the most enviable spot 








‘on the number of summertime, 
| Shows being salvaged for the fall- | 


|winter network whirl. Despite 


such flops as “It’s Always Albert,” | 


“Dr. Standish.” “Whodunit” and 
the plan to shelve “Mr. Tutt” (CBS 
|Says it’s only temporary until a 
'suitable lead character is found), 
the web nonetheless boasts six 
shows that have made the “hiatus 
time” grade as commercial poten- 
tials. 

These include “Our Miss 
| Brooks,” which has already found 
/a sponsor in Colgate; the heur-long 
“Sing It Again,” which, FCC edict 
‘or no, CBS will move from Satur- 
|day into a Tuesday or Wednesday 
‘night fall berth in view of its 6.4 
‘and 5.2 ratings; the “Morey Am- 
.\sterdam Show”; “Cabin B-13,” 


on council of ABUG (about to be-| which moves from Monday to Tues- | 


Boston, Aug. 31. 
Delegates to the AFRA conven- 
tion here saw a full-scale battle 
| Shaping up as well as a possible 
|'showdown on the Taft-Hartley 
| Situation in a new full-hour dra- 
,matie shew which Cecil B. DeMille 
has been pacted te produce for 
| Mutual starting in December or 
; early next year. 
|. A sponsor, whose identity is be- 
ing kept under wraps, already has 
| been inked for the production, 
| which will be along the lines of 
\“Lux Radio Theatre.” with De 
| Mille taking up for Mutual where 
| he left off on Lux when the talent 
‘union ruled him “anti-union” and 
barred him from the lucrative 
| show. He had impresarioed the 
| Lux stanza for a number of years. 
As yet untitled stanza, said to 
_be a $15,000 weekly package, rep- 
resents the biggest chunk of new 
_ billing yet lined up by Mutual for 
,its 1948-49 schedule. It’s umder- 
| Stood DeMille agreed to operate 
/on a $1-a-week basis if the show 
; went on sustaining, but will grab 
off $2,500 now that a bankroller is 
on the line. 
| Veteran film producer, it's said, 
now fee!s that he’s got the Taft- 
| Hartley law on his side and that, 
|in a showdown, it will react to his 
‘benefit im reversing the four- 
| year-old AFRA nix on his services. 
New DeMille show will, like 
“Lux Theatre”, use name stars as 
a drawing card, but won't be con- 
fined to pix adaptations. While it's 
not expected that original scripts 
will be bought for the stanza, as 
“Ford Theatre” does, airer will 
probably do plays, adaptations of 
short stories, etc., as well as film 
reprises. Stress, it’s reported, will 
be on “Americana” material. 
Walter Lurie, MBS executive 
producer and head of the web's 
Ceast programming operations, re- 
turned cover the weekend trom 
Hollywood, where he closed the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Daytimers Nixed 


come NABUG), but a complete day night; “My Favorite Story,” the 


A strike being futile, AFRA| 
launched a publicity campaign with © © ad 
an assist by North Carolina State tions 
Federatien of Labor and Raleigh 
izens telling the story. Five differ- ! 
ent communications to the citizens | 
set to test “unfair clauses” section’ The Communications Act is ob- 
of network code despite possibility solete and ought to be rewritten, 
the first of a parade of witnesses 
| scheduled to be heard on the ques- 
_ Chicago, Aug. 31. Roberson asked that the FCC be 
The largest non-web network requested to recommend revisions 
Indiana, will use 12 station hook- | the select committee, replied that 
up to broadcast contests in Lli- | the committee intended to do so. 
Times, and former sports writer, right, with certain minor changes, 
will do the commentary at the half | would be workable “if adminis- 
cola, Ul: WMMJ, Peorial IIL; 
WQUA, Moline, Il.; WCIL. Car- 


legal authority the FCC now has. 
Earl Godwin followed Pettey to 


bondale. Ill.; WFTW, Ft. Wayne, | the stand to give a commentator’s 


Ind.. WSUA, Blomminton, 


Ind.; Viewpoint on the question. Wit- 


merger of all entertainment indus- 
try unions is plenty far in the dis- 
tance. AFRA however. with one 
| of the strongest setups for regional 





WXLW, Indianapolis; WIKY Ev- | messes from the FCC, radio indus- action and next to AFM in number 
ansville, Ind.; KIOA, Des Moines, try and religious groups are sched- | of members, will toss in its mem- 
Ind; KWWL, Waterloo, Ia.; and, uled to be heard. 


KFAB, Omaha, Neb. 

Standard of Indiana will also be | 
the heaviest sponsor of college | 
football in the midwest area air- 
ing all the games of the Univer- 
sities of Colorado, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wichita. 
Colorade games will be carried 
ever KOA, Denver; Iowa games 
over WHO, Des Moines; Michigan 
over WJR, Detroit; Minnesoia 
over WCCO, Minneapolis; Nebras- 
ka over KFAB, Omaha. and 
KOLT. Scottsbluff, Neb.; and Wich- 
ita games over KANS, Wichita. 
Series of special football programs 
will also be sponsored on KMOX, 


St. Louis. 


Shriner, Scott Quintet 
Set for Alka Seltzer 
As CBS Strip Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Raymond Scott, brother o Mark 
Warnow, has reorganized his in- 
strumental quintet and will share 
billing with Herb Shriner, harmon- 
ica-playing comic, on the Alka- 





Sept. 27. Quarter-hour series 
moves into the five-a-week time va- 
cated by Lum 'n’ Abner, who are 
being sponsored by Frigidaire this 
season. : 

Alka-Seltzer, ao my pe 
agency, is also m its firs - 
aa into : daytime serial field, 
having bought “Hilltop House” for 
five-time weekly airing to start 
Sept. 20. Both programs orig! 
nate in New York. 





Robert Harold Scott asked FCC 
several years ago to revoke the li- 
eenses of KQV, KPO and KFRC., 


San Francisco, because the stations | 


denied him the free time to answer 
a religious broadcast. 


Schine Shuns Sponsors 
In First 3 Wks. of WPTR 





 Preem to Woo Listeners. 


Albany, Aug. 31. 

WPTR, Schine-controlled 10,000- 
watt station. carried no commer- 
| ecials during its first three weeks on 
the air, except plugs for the Sara- 
| toga Racing Assn. and Piping Rock, 
night club in the Spa. Rival out- 
‘lets have been checking WPTR 
'closely, to get a line on its busi- 
iness. Incidentally, WPTR’s mail 
response is characterized as “‘ex- 
cellent.” 
_ The head of one competing sta- 
tion is said to have offered $25 to 
the member of the staff first catch- 
ing a commercial on WPTR—ex- 
‘cept those mentioned above. The 
‘Saratoga time purchases were made 
‘through Leighton & Nelson, of 


' broadcasting. 

| On the opening night for WPTR 
-_—with an hour-long, star-studded 
show from the Ten Eyck ball- 
-room—it was rumored the sta- 
tien did not plan to have any com- 


mercials for the first two weeks. . 


This policy—not confirmed by the 
|management—was pictured as a 
means of winning the listening au- 
dience before turning on the coin 


‘mercial buzz. 4 





| bership for even a partial merger 
‘at this point. 

Resolution to merge. long in 
AFRA’s mind, got its impetus in 
the AGVA scandal which preved 
the machinery of the 4 A’s was 
too weak to act quickly and reso- 
‘lutely in connection with the in- 
| surrection of Matt Shelvey. This 
|affair nearly broke up the 4 A’s 
_and its treasury as well. 

With 28,000 members in 42 
cities. AFRA figures the decision 
on its part to spearhead the merger 
movement earries plenty ef weight 
despite Screen Actors Guild stand 
against a merger. Language of 


resolution is designed to meke it 


clear AFRA isn’t out to take over, 
idea being that partial merger, 
though clearly less effective in its 
view, can quickly demonstrate the 
benefits of an association of per- 
former unions. 


The plans worked out by pre- 
liminary meetings of 4 A unions 
in June offered three plans labeled 
A. B and C. Discussion of these 
three plans occupied nearly entire 
|four days of AFRA convention 
| here, held in alltime record heat 
wave. Question wasn’t whether to 
|/merge or not for it was quickly 


- |apparent delegates were for it in- 
Sefer strip over CBS, starting Schenectady, before WPTR began principle. — n 


which pian to 
recommend. Decision to recom- 
mend “best” parts of plans B and 
C represented plenty of com- 
promise among delegates afraid 
any merger plan would necessitate 
sacrifice of too much autonomy. 
Plan A in brief offered an In- 
ternational Board hoiding regular 
/meetings in N. Y. with secondary 


boards meeting in L. A. and Chi-. 
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‘Lucille Ball starrer, and Cy 

| Howard’s “The Little Immigrant.” 

which, though not preeming until 

| the fall, was whipped into off-the- 
air shape and biueprinted as part 

of the web’s summer agenda sched- 

‘ule. 

| 


WCON Sinks Teeth Into 
Atlanta’s Hot Potato: - 
North Side Annexation 


Atlanta, Aug. 31. 

WCON, Atlanta Constitution sta- 
tion and ABC affiliate, this week 
(Wednesday) will broadcast an 
| hour-long round table discussion of 
| proposed annexation of North Side 
‘section to city, quite a controver- 
-sial topic in these parts. 

Ralph McGill, editor of Consti- 
tution, and Jack Tarver, associate 
editor, will act as moderators with 
three advocates of annexation and 
\three opponents taking part in pro- 
gram. 

Last week WCON, which is as- 
suming a potent public service 
role, got Herman Taimadge. son of 
late stormy petrel of Georgia poli- 
tics, and M. E. Thompson, acting 
governor of state, leading contend- 
ers for gubernatoria post in Sept. 
& primary, into their Studio A for 
a debate n their respective quali- 
fications for governorship. 

Face-to-face meeting of two bit- 
ter political enem.es (they were 
two of the three principals — with 
ex-Gov. Ellis Arnall—in Georgia's 
three-governor fiasco) provided 
plenty of fireworks and was heard 
over 26-station statewide network. 
WCON got plenty of recognition 
and publicity out of staging this 
beat, which marked first time any 





two Georgia candidates have ever | 


engaged in person-to-person debate 
jon air. 


iw 
| east service.” 


| hours. 


~ On Extension Bid 


The Federal Communicatiens 
Commission ruled last week 


| agains t special temporary authori- 
zations for “daytime only” stations 


to operate longer hours. Commis- 


| sion said operation of stations be- 
yond the hours authorized in their 


' hicenses “is inconsistent with the 
| allocation plan of the Commission 
respect to the standard broad- 


A group of daytime licensees 


‘filed briefs asking for reconsidera- 


tien of FCC's original rule ter- 
minating STAs. Petitioners 
quested a postponement of effec- 
tive date for two years. 

The Clear Channel Broadcasting 
Service objected to the daytime 


licensees petition, and FCC upheld 


CCBS by ordering no extension of 
time. 


The Commission stated its 
Standards of Good Engineering 
Practice Coneerning Standard 
Broadcast Stations “defines what 
shall constitute adequate service 
by the various classes of stations 
and defines what shall constituie 
objectionable interference to such 
service.” Operation of daytime 


only and limited time stations be- 





WDGY Preps for Bigtime 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

WDGY has begun eauiedistion 
of eight new steel towers, 220 feet 
tall. to be added to one already 
built. boosting its power to 50,000 
watts. ao 

With new power, station will op- 
erate on fulltime schedule. At 
present it is limited to daylight 
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Par-DuMont Oownershp Status Wil 
~ Be Resolved in SF Tele Decisions 


> 


Long drawn out issue of whether 

Paramount owns DuMont appar- 
éntly will be resolved with the de- 
éision on the San Francisco tele 
channel hearings, FCC indicated 
today (Tues.). 

Originally tied in with hearings 
in Boston, Cleveland, San Fran- 
¢isco, Detroit and Cincinnati, all 
cities where either Par or DuMont 
are requesting channels, FCC 
@kayed Par’s petition to have the 
question decided when the Frisco 
decision comes out. 

Par, 20th, CBS, KROW and Tele 
Calif., competing for the two re- 
maining Frisco channels, were told 
to file briefs on or before Sept. 30. 

Hearing examiner Jack Paul 
Blume was instructed to “submit 
expeditiously” a recommendation 
decision. He told Variety that the 
hearings consumed one month’s 


time, and decisions generally took | 


twice as long. So, before the first 
of the year Par will know whether 
it can have the five tele stations it 
is asking. 

Par now operates WBKB, Chi- 
cago, and KTLA in Los Angeles. 


It has applications for Detroit, | 


Boston and Miami. DuMont oper- 


ates WTTG, Washington; WABD, | 


New York, and has a CP for Pitts- 
burgh and applications for Cincin- 
nati and Cleveland. 

If the commission finds that Par 


owns DuMont, the two companies | 


will be allowed five stations be- 


iween them and not the 10 they are | 


now requesting. 
In addition, FCC told DuMont 


to file within 10 days a list of the | 
10 largest stockholders of its class | 


A stock, to be put into the record. 


If within five days of the receipt | 


any of the parties files objections, 


additional hearings will be neces- | 


sary in connection with the use of 
the list as evidence in the hearing. 


Par owns 43,200 of DuMont’s | 


1,471,040 shares of class A, and all 
of the 560,000 class B shares, 


NBC Packages Six Live 


Shows Via Transcription 





For Non-Co-ax Affiliates 


NBC television this week an- 
nounced a group of six major fea- 
iure shows which it’s offering to all 
non-interconnected affiliate  sta- 
tions through its kinescope record- 
ing system of transcribing live 
shows on film... 

Move is believed to mark the 
first instituted by any tele web to 
make available transcriptions of its 
key-station originated programs on 
a regularly-scheduled. basis to af- 
filiates. Since the shows are of- 
fered only to affiliates, it points up 
the lures being offered to stations 
in the midwest and west, not con- 
nected via microwave or coaxial 
cable to the east coast network, to 
sign on with NBC, 

NBC declined to disclose the 
cost to each station of the shows 
offered. Web is known, however. 
to be pro-rating the program cost 
on the number of sets in circula- 
tion in each market area, with each 
station also paying a flat rate for 
the k.r. print. Several of the shows 
are sponsored locally in N.Y. and 
other cities in the east, but they'll 
go out to the affiliates as sustain- 
ers. Non-interconnected stations 
will have the privilege of signing 
their own local sponsors wherever 
possible. 

Group of shows include ‘Musical 
Miniatures,” 20 minutes three 
times weekly; “Story of the Week,” 
featuring Richard K. Harkness and 
originating once weekly for 15 
minutes from Washington; “Stop 
Me If You’ve Heard This,” half- 
hour show once weekly; “America 
Song,” 20 minutes, once weekly; 
Bob Smith’s “Howdy Doody,” half- 
hour across the board, and “Tele- 
vision Screen Magazine,” half-hour 
show aired once weekly. . 

Series was set up by Carleton D. 
Smith, NBC director of tele oper- 
ations. Cost is believed to be 
much lower than what each station 
would have to pay to originate 
shows of similar quality in their 
own studios, 





Canton, O.—Brush-Moore News- 
r, inc., owners of WHBC and 
BC- here, have placed an 

order for $190,000 worth of televi- 
sion equipment with RCA in antic- 
an FCC grant of a tele- 
- 0) on permit filed 
eight months ago, 


Washington, Aug. 31. + 





New. Tele Business 











signed for two weekly slide spots 
for eight weeks, on WGN-TV, 
through Abbott Kimball Co., New 
York. 

Royal Typewriter Co., Inc., N. Y., 
contracted for 18 one-minute film 
announcements, beginning Aug. 30, 
on WGN-TV, and WBKB, and 
handled by Young and Rubicam, 
Chicago. 

Illinois Bell Telephone Co., inked 
for 7 one-minute film announce- 
i/ments, WGN-TV, Sept. 12, through 
N. W. Ayer. 

Disney Hats signed for 10-minute 
newsreels Sunday nights, 10 p.m. 
starting Sept. 5 for 17 weeks, over 
WBKB, via The Grey Agency, N. Y. 

Pure Oil Co., Chicago, bought a 
five-minute skit ‘Little Otto,” Tues. 
and Fri. 7:30-7:35 p.m., starting 
Sept. 21, for 13 weeks, WBKB. Leo 
Burnett agency, Chicago handling 
the account. 

Chicago Sun-Times, signs for 
“Sun-Time Comics,” Fridays, 7:35- 
7:50 p.m., starting Sept. 24 for 13 
weeks over WBKB and placed di- 
rect with station. 

Pasttimes, Inc., Chicago, through 
Malcolm Howard Agency, sponsor- 
ing Acne Newscast, Tues. 9:30 p.m. 
and Sundays, 6:50 p.m. for 13 
weeks over WBKB. 

Cook County Motors will spon- 
|sor “Tele Score Board” following 
college football games over WBKB, 
15-minute sport resume. 


Among the sponsors all ready 
signed for presentation on WBAP- 
TV, Forth Worth, which is sched- 
uled to take to the air about Sept. 
29 as Texas’ first television outlet 
is R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., 
which will air a TV Newsreel for 
Camel. W. C. Stripling Co., local 
department store will sponsor the 
showing on each Wednesday night 
of a full length Alexander Korda 
| film. High School football games 
‘will be televised each Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights by 
Leonard’s another local depart- 
ment store, 

Phillips- Jones (Van Heusen 
shirts) inked to bankroll the tele- 
| vision version of the Bump Hadley 
| Sports review twice weekly starting 
Sept. 24 over WBZ-TV, Boston. 
'Same outfit also sponsoring the 
| weekly “Dress and Guess” show on 
| WEWS, Cleveland, starting Sept. 
| 30. Agency is Grey Advertising. 
| Esso Standard Oi] bought series 
/of one-minute spots to plug a 
|safety driving message five times 
| weekly over WCBS-TV (New 
WFIL-TV_ (Philadelphia); 
| WBZ-TV (Boston); WBAL-TV (‘Bal- 
| timore), and WTTG. (Washington), 
and twice weekly over WTVR 
(Richmond); WBEN (Buffalo) and 





} 


York); 


|WRGB (Schenectady). Agency is| “Court of Current Issues” show 
| Marschalk & Pratt. (Continuéd on page 36) 
ae — 
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RALPH B. 


than any other source. 
“VARIETY was first to realize 

establish itself rapidly as a new 
“From FCC news to 

I always find it in Variety,” 





Norcross Greeting Cards, N. Y.., | 





Vice-President, in Charge of Television 
FOOTE, CONE & BELDING 
“VarteTy offers more comprehensive radio and television news 


program reviews, and all that’s in between 


Kinescope Recordings 
No Substitute for Live 
Legits, NBC Test Shows 


Kinescope recordings may be a 
good stopgap for television pro- 
gramming on stations not connec- 
ted with a TV relay system, but 
they definitely won’t replace live 
studio shows. That point was 
‘proved conclusively last Sunday 
(29) night with NBC-TV’s airing 
lof a one-act play, “A Dangerous 





A DANGEROUS MAN 

| With William, Post, Jr., Ben 

| QPackland, Guy Sorel, others 

Producer-director: Fred Coe 

Tech. director: William States 

Adapted by Coe from story by 
Lawrence Williams 

40 Mins.; Sun. (29), 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 











| 
|Man,” directly via its film tran- 
| seription system. 

NBC staged the program strictly 
as an experiment in an attempt 
ito ascertain whether 


the majority of legiters in that | 
way. Show was done live in the | 
studio, in advance of the actual | 


broadcast, and transcribed on film | 
|for the subsequent airing. Fact} 
that it would be possible to “shoot” | 
scenes out of their logical sequence | 
|and the possibility of improving | 
ithe show through judicious edit- 
‘ing, it was thought, might prove 
| kinescope recording to be the an- 
| swer to tele’s present high produc- 
tion costs. 

It didn’t work out that way, 
though. For one thing, the qual- 
| ity of film obtained through the 
|recording process was n.s.g. Fuzzy 
| quality was apparent during the en- 
|tire 40 minutes of the presentation 
and the sound kept fading in and | 
out. Secondly, the play itself was | 
poor. Adapted by NBC producer 
| Fred Coe from a Liberty mag short 
lstory penned by Lawrence Wil- 
\liams, it was too far-fetched and | 
uninteresting. Supposed to be a} 
fantasy tying in the dreams of a} 
modern political boss with John | 
Wilkes Booth, it lacked any sem-| 
| blance of the suspense which must | 
|accompany such a venture. | 

Top ad agencies and their clients | 
are already committed to using 
such recordings on stations not 
reached at present by the coaxial 
cable or radio relay. In all such 
cases, though, the shows are to be 
presented live on as many stations 
as possible. If recordings will in- 
sure an advertiser wider circula- 
tion for his shows, then the pres- 
ent low quality of the film can 
probably be overlooked for non-in- 
terconnected stations. Further at- 
tempts to substitute the kine pro- 
cess for live productions, however, 
should be forgotten. 

(In line with this, DuMont’s use 
Sunday night of its teletranscrip- 
tion method, which is similar to 
NBC’s k.r., should be pointed out. 
With a night baseball game con- 
flicting with its airing of the 














“AUSTRIAN 


that television was destined to 
branch of show business. 


| With this lineup, in addition 





advantages 
linherent in the recording process | 
| would make it worthwhile to stage | 


sion was the metropolitan N.Y. 
the season, Yanks and Dodgers, 
speli on Friday (27). 


it left the camera nowhere. 





Football—Again! 


CBS, for a couple of minutes the other night, looked as if it had 
launched a new era in football telecasting, but subsequent camera 
work never fully lived up to the promise of that start. The occa. 


district’s first pro league game of 
and right in the midst of the hot 


What made the game look so good at the beginning was that the 
cameras were using medium shots so that the viewer could see 
both the offense and defense, where a play was going and why it 
was stopped or went for a solid gain. 
though, and the camera director was soon back to his closeups of 
passers fading to throw, kickers on field goal attempts, and on 
flankers out wide to right or left. 
When camera directors learn to back 
up on complicated plays, for the longer view, they will make it 


This was too good to last, 


When these flankers were fakes 


| easier for cameramen and viewers. 


The smartest thing CBS has 


done, however, is to team Marty 


Glickman and Bob Hall as its football announcers. Both know what 


they’re talking about, Glickman 


being a former Syracuse back and 


| Olympic sprinter. Hall is a Yale man and a specialist in analyzing 


slow motion football film. 


Neither talks too much and show good 


judgment in not mentioning the blocker or tackler except when 
some outstanding play calls for it. 


way in football telecasting. 


to the flashes of improvement in 


the camera work, it may be that CBS is on the way to show the 
If someone can herd the camera unit 
men into a dark room with Glickman and Hall for some football 


film, and have the latter pair keep lecturing on how a game should 


be protographed, it might be a 


shortcut to helping the director, 


the tripod boys and that always important viewer, 


DuMont’s telecoverage of the 


same game was also marred by a 


surplusage of close shots which didn’t allow viewers to orient them- 
selves on the position of the ball or the defensive and offensive 


alignments. 


Time and again, Ralph Slater would refer to a back- 


field man on a wide flank ‘but the closeup cut him completely out 


of the field of vision. 


There ought to be a law which compels 


camera handlers to give at least one wide-angle view of the field 
before the ball is snapped from center. 


Among the good things, however, about the DuMont telecast are 


the Chevrolet commercials on 
and punchy spots that delivered 
fashion. 


film. Brief, clever, well-dressed 
the sales message in showmanship 


Opening two-minute spot was a tuneful jingle to a film 
theme of “See the U. S. A. With a Chevrolet.” 


Middle film com- 


mercial was integrated neatly into the Dodger-Yankee game as a 
couple of “Indian scouts” gave out with the Chevvy plugs against 


a football field background. 
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Television Reviews 
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PRESS AGENT’S DELIGHT 
With Gene Rayburn, Guests 
30 Mins.; Tues., 7:30 p. m. 


Sustaining 
WPIX, New York 
Many bad shows have been 


passed off on tele with the excuse 
that the medium is young and go- 
ing through growing pains. That’s 
no excuse for this show. 

Gene Rayburn, who gags during 
the a.m. hours on WNEW, N. Y., is 
the me for this painful period, 
based on a blueprint which brings 
press agents within camera range 
to spiel about and introduce clients, 
who thereafter supply the ‘“enter- 
tainment.” This half-hour was the 
show’s second week on the air, and 
in 30 minutes’ 
boldface “0” on its entertainment 


| meter. 


Rayburn is responsible for a ma- 
jor portion of the failure. His 
handling of himself before the 
cameras reminds one of the guy 
who had his after-dinner speech 
laid out mentally and then forgot 
it all when the spotlight fell on 
him. As for the guests, there were 
a performing chicken (who laid a 
big egg); a hat p.a.; Stanley King, 
whose pantomiming of Spike Jones’ 
“Cocktails for Two” disk supplied 
a good laugh, plus songwriters Sid 


their own tune, “Say Something 
Sweet to Your Sweetheart,” with 
Eve Young, who recorded the song 
for RCA-Victor. Wood, 


TASK FORCE TV 
With the U. S. S. Leyte at sea: Bob 
Stanton, Ray Forrest, narrators 
Director: Noel Jordan 
105 Mins.; Sun. (29), 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV from Washington, N.Y. 
This one-shot, a project con- 
ceived by NBC veepee John Royal 
and carried out as a series (rather 
than stunt) experiment jointly by 
the network and the U. S. Navy, 
was an epochal event. It brought, in 
clearly defined images on thou- 
sands of tele screens along the east- 
ern seaboard, a spectacular topside 
view of a full-scale air-sea opera- 
tion from aboard the aircraft car- 
rier U. S. S. Leyte at sea. 
Strangely enough, the most im- 
perfect = of the “show,” from a 
technical standpoint, was its aural 





pickup. The sound feed, t - 
mitted first to Riverhead, 5 x i 
then to RCA in lower Manhattan, 


then to NBC in Rockefeller C 
(whereas the pictures were beanaall 
straight to the Empire State Build- 
ing), crackled heavily with static 
ughout—an uncommon accom- 
paniment to TV. The pictures, on 
the other hand, were amazingly 
sharp, suffering only when the 
cameras, following planes coming 
in or taking off from the flattop’s 
rmdedys Msyee A into the late after- 
, turning rec 
into a black blobe or eee 


Program was delayed half an 





hour when the Leyte, which had 


<aume achieved a+} 


Tepper and Roy Brodsky, who sang 
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been expected to be able to operate 
| within a 50-mile radius of the Em- 
‘pire State building, had to steam 
to within 26 miles before the TV 
pickup could be made. Otherwise 
the stanza, almost wholly unre- 
hearsed, went off without a hitch. 
The NBC cameramen, who seemed 
to be all over the carrier, did a 
clicko job of covering the opera- 
tion. Bob Stanton and Ray Forrest, 
‘alternating on interviews with the 
officers and men, dug into all the 
_ angles of the affair. Preliminary 
shots, leading up to simulated at- 
| tack which highlighted the maneu- 
iver, included even a looksee in the 
!“ready room” during briefing of 

‘the pilots. 
it was a portentous program 
which gave televiewers, still blink- 
ing over the marvel of TV itself, a 
/new hint of things to come in the 
medium. The stanza could very 
\well have done without its gold- 
‘braided teeoff from Washington, 
but NBC obviously had to bow to 
the admirals’ yen to get in a pitch 
for recruits. The Leyte show itself 
/seemed quite adequate toward that 


end, Doan. 


IREENE WICKER SHOW 

|With Suzari marionettes; Allen 
Grant, music; Walter Herlihy, 
| announcer 

Producer: Blair Walliser 

, Director: Babette Henry 

30 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 5:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 

| WJZ-TV - ABC, N.Y. rae 

|_ Ireene Wicker, radio’s “Singing 
Lady,” carried her format for kids 
| shows into television with a series 
‘for ABC-TV two years ago when 
ithat web was still programming 
lover WRGB, Schenectady. Success 
of that break-in period is dupli- 
cated with her new program, now 
aired twice weekly from WJZ-TV'S 
own studios in N.Y. 

As kid programs go, this ‘“Sing- 
ing Lady” routine is probably 4 
natural for the moppet viewers. 
Adults will probably be bored silly 
but, with the show aired in the 
late afternoon, the kids can be €x- 
pected to take over the TV set in 
most homes. As it is, the show 
presents a welcome relief from the 
blood-and-thunder stuff usually fed 
by radio, comprising as it does 
fairly innocuous fairy tales. It’s to 
be hoped that the kids of this 
atomic age haven't become too 
jaded to appreciate them. @ 

Show caught Thursday (26) 
started with Miss Wicker all togged 
out in a fairy godmother’s gown, 
explaining her tale to four tiny 
guests seated on a simulated swan. 
As the swan’s wings flapped, the 
screen dissolved into a cloud scene, 
giving a nice semblance of trans- 
portation to fairyland, at which 
point Miss Wicker went into her 
story. Deftly - manipulated Suzar! 
marionettes acted it out, with Miss 


(Continued on page 37) 
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Anybody Wanna Buy TV Pix? 


Number of film producers who’ve been migrating in droves over 
to production of pix for television can’t expect to make much out of 
TV for some time to come. That belief has been pointed up by 
the difficulty encountered by NBC in trying to sell the ‘Public 
Prosecutor” series, produced for the web by the Jerry Fairbanks 
organization. 

Series has been produced on film especially for tele, which means 
that any sponsor buying them now can spot them on stations in 21 
different market areas if he so desires. Despite that, NBC has yet 
to come up with a bankroller ready and willing to meet the asking 
price which, according to NBC, has been pared to the bone. With 
a choice of letting them go now at a loss or waiting until more 
stations take the air, NBC has decided on the latter course. 

Series includes 26 two-reelers, each of which will run 20 minutes 
when the commercials are tagged on. Web is asking $10,000 per 
picture, which includes agency commission, or a net of $8,500 
each. With the deal, however, the sponsor gets unlimited national 
use over an 18-month period. That means he can spot them on as 
many stations as desirable and repeat them as often as he wants. 
Thus, any bankroller who follows Fairbanks’ original idea of run- 
ning them three times each on at least one station in every TV 
city would be paying a total gross cost of $3,300 for each per- 
formance. , 

Thus, according to NBC, the cost of each showing is still more 
than even a high-priced 20-minute live studio production. That’s 
the main reason the web hasn’t been able to sell them. Any pro- 
ducer hoping to make films of comparable quality, consequently, 
must expect either to sell them at a loss for the time being or hold 
them until sufficient circulation is insured a potential sponsor to 
make their purchase worth his while. 


‘Lamb's TV Repertory Season Key 











ALLOCATIONS 


Washington, Aug. 31. _ | 
The Federal Communications | 
|Commission’s proposed country- | 
| wide plan for systematic television 
‘channel! allocation hit a snag last 
| week when the Commission admit- 
|ted there were certain aspects of 
|TV it had not taken into consid- 
| eration. 
It appeared that allocations to 
|most cities might be altered even 
in some cases in metropolitan areas 
| where stations were actually on)! 
ithe air. A conference was called | 
for Sept. 13 to study the new prob- | 
| lems. 
| After the confusion that existed 
|in the radio field due to the hap- 





D.C.’s Wait and See 


Washington, Aug. 31. 

The summer doldrums con- 
tinued at the Federal Com- 
munications Commission last 
week with very few applica- 
tions for television, AM or FM 
stations. The tele situation is 
so confused at this time that 
most would-be applicants are 


} 


} 
| 





To Local-Slanted Erie Operation 
Erie, Pa., Aug. 31. + KTIV’s $250,000 Plant 


Erie newspaper publisher Ed- 
ward Lamb’s tricky call-lettered 
television station, WICU, which is | Hollywood, Aug. 31 
slated to get on the air by late fall, KTTV, the CBS Times-Mirrer 
is going in heavy for programming Co. television station, will spend 
better than $250,000 ‘on office, 
studio and transmitter plants. Fig- 





en the local-side—you can take it) 
from the owner. This, despite the 


waiting to find out whether 
present allocations are to stay, 
and whether higher band fre- 
quency will be allowed by the 
Commission. 

Trans-American Tele Corp. 
of Evansville, Ind., asked for | 
channel 11. Cumberland _| 
Broadcasting Co., asked the 
Commission for channel 2 at 
Cumberland, Md.; and Monona _— | 
Broadcasting Co., would, like 





| quarter-hour 


WOR Pushes Back TV Preem to March; 
FACE AFVISE Ground Broken at N. J. Tower Site 





Du Mont Hikes Rates 


Following the lead of other sta- 
tions in the N. Y. metropolitan 


area, WABD, key outiet of the Du- | 


Mont television web, announced 
this week an increase in its base 
nighttime hourly rate from $800 
to $1,000, effective Oct. 1. Rate 
boost, according to DuMont sales 


‘chief Humboldt J. Grieg, reflects 


|“television’s proved ability as an 
advertising and sales medium.” 
Nighttime half-hour rate goes 


'up from $480 to $600, with the 
also scheduled | 


rate 
for an increase from $320 to $400. 


' WABD also plans to institute week- 


|ly volume discounts and annual yy pe gained save experience, by 
| discounts when the new rates take jymping into operation at the earli- 


effect. 





‘Ayer Up in Air On 


Luckies Grid Sked 
Due to NBC Balk 


Refusal of NBC to make its tele- 
vision facilities available to other 
broadcasters has stymied plans of 
the N. W. Ayer ad agency to have 


| Ball games in the east every week. 


Final makeup of the fall football 


* It'll be next March before New 


i York’s seventh and last (under 
present channel assignments) tele- 


vision station, WOR-TV, hits the 
air. 
| Although the station broke 


ground Monday (30) for its tele- 
vision tower and transmitte: build- 
ing in North Bergen, N. J., and 
had initially been expected to get 
into operation in time to air the 
|World Series this fall (Mutual has 
‘tele as well as radio rights), it’s 
now learned that WOR toppers are 
in no hurry to make the plunge 
and have set March as the earliest 
teeoff month. 

Reasoning for the delay, it’s said, 
is that there is much to be lost, 
in operating costs, and not much 


est possible moment. WOR execs 
feel that they’:] pick up plenty of 
trial-and-error experience via their 
Washington, D. C., outlet, WOIC, 
|which may get its test pattern on 
the air during September and defi- 
‘nitely will tee off sometime this 
fall. There are plans for. linking 
‘up WOR-TV and WOIC by cable 
or relay, with other stations pos- 
sibly also ‘oining in the nucleus of 
an eastern regional Mutual TV 
web. 

| Meantime, however, WOR, as re- 
vealed last week, is getting into TV 
film production which will provide 
/an exclusive backlog of picture ma- 
terial for WOR-TV. Also, WOR is 


| American Tobacco, one of its top | definitely buying all its AM shows 
| accounts, bankroll the two top foot- |now with an eye to their adapta- 


bility to video. 
| WOR prexy Theodere Streibert, 


fact that Lamb is constructing a TV 
studio building 30 feet from a new 
N. Y.-Chicago coaxial cable and is 
getting affiliation bids from all | 
major video webs. 

Lamb feels that too many tele 
stations are going to succumb to 
the temptation to plug in web) 
shows, buy syndicated TV films, | 
etc., and he proposes to make. 
WICU an exception. One of his | 
first steps will be to inaugurate a 
repertory season on the station, | 
utilizing an active local little-thea- | 
ire group to build play casts, 


,cording to Harry Witt, acting gen- | 


ure is exclusive of equipment ac- 





eral manager for the station. 
KTTV telecast studios will be | 
atop Bekins Bldg. in Hollywood} 
while transmitter will be located | 
on Mt. Wilson. Completion of both | 
sites is skedded for October. 


Talent Agencies In 





channel 9 at Madison, Wis. 

DuMont was permitted to 
make minor changes in its 
construction permit at Pitts- 
burgh, where it is testing 
Stratovision. Charles E. Salik 
was admitted to the TV hear- 
ings opening in San Diego next 
Monday ‘7). 

New AM stations were re- 
quested by Mrs. Edith Wood 


Sweezy of Searcy, Ark.; and’ 


Beachview Broadcasting Corp., 
of Norfolk, Va. 








/hazard way AM-frequencies were | 4nnounced a series of Ivy League 


———-- 





schedule for TV, consequently, is | striking a modern note in the 
j Still up in the air. ground-breaking formalities Mon- 
| Agency had hoped to have one | day, wielded a gold pneumatic 


| game aired each week on NBC and | hammer instead of the traditional 
|DuMont. NBC was to have the | shovel. 


| better game, but the final decision 
|on which of two contests it was 
e 
$12,000,000 Philly 


|to get*wouldn’t have been decided 
Philadelphia, Aug. 31. 





until the middle of each week. NBC 
| went for that idea but turned down 
ithe request of Ayer to use its facil- 
|ities for transmission by DuMont 
in all cities where the latter web 
|has no outlet. 

DuMont, meanwhile, has already 


TV Red, But Plenty 


around name _ Hollywood = and) 
Broadway guestars. 
If Lamb’s plans go eran. Os | ie 
and legi: stars will be pacted to, . 
come here for lead roles in any- | Auxiliary Payoff 
where from one to three or four | 
TY repertory productions. Initial | The major talent agencies have 
season, as it’s now mapped, would heen finding that television activ- 
run 13 weeks. And Lamb says he | jty has still to pay off commission- 
slready has a large local retail! wise, but the gains as a result of 
(Continued on page 36) video activities have been consid- 
erable. So far, the video depart- 
ments are operating in the red. 


9 pb | There isn’t enough money in that 
= S ll |medium as yet to warrant the in- 
| vestments they've been making. 


oe - | However, - there’s considerable 

| gravy accruing because of side 

DuMont Chi Link {3s For example, the Wil- 
ee Morris agency, although 

, ropping a considerable sum serv- 
Chicago, Aug. 31. icing the Texaco show and other 
WGN-TV jumped into the tele | video - layouts they’ve been han- 
network setup, grabbing the Du- dling, has been able to make up a 
Mont network Chi outlet. WBKB, | considerable part of the _ loss 
Paramount wholly-owned station, | through sales in other departments. 





‘granted, FCC determined on a na- | 8ames which it will pick up in 
‘tional allocation plan for tele. those cities where it has outlets 
/What the Commission failed to Under Luckies’ sponsorship. Ayer 


Philadelphians invested approxi- 
mately $12,000,000 in television 
sets during the first six months of 





|take into consideration was the 
| topography of the earth, according 
to Col. William A. Roberts, gen- 
eral counsel for DuMont and Tele- 
vision Broadcasters Assn. 

| Col. Roberts pointed out that. 
‘during the June tele hearings most 
of the witnesses testified for the, 
need of further study and data on | 
|tropospheric propagation. Since | 
/then Commission engineers have | 
been seriously troubled over the | 
| problem. 


| The Commission said it is con- 
sidering the question of revising its 
tele allocation standards to incor- | 
porate the effects of tropospheric | 
propagation. It called the confer- | 
‘ence for Sept. 13 to consider: 
/1) whether it should initiate re 
|ceedings to revise allocation rules | 
and standards; 2) if standards are | 
‘to be revised, what policy should 


_also own rights to all Univ. of 
Pennsylvania games, which are to 
be aired by WPTZ (Philadelphia) 
under sponsorship of Atlantic Re 
fining. 


K.C. WANTS TO KNOW 
‘WHAT GIVES’ ON TELE 


Kansas City, Aug. 31. 
Fact there is no video here and 
no signs o. any for about a year 
has local stations: straining at the 





batch of applications. Hearings on 
the case, principal item being how 
to divide four channels among five 
applicants, have been delayed from 
an original July date, with no new 
date set.. 

Latest to give an extra tug on 
the leash is KMBC-Midland Broad- 





was bypassed with announcement Recent combined sale of Milton 


coming without any previous hint | 

to Capt. Bill Eddy, manager of | 

WBKB. Only tipoff was the sale | 

*of “Old Gold Amateur Hour” to- 
WGN-TV beginning Sept. 26. How-. 
ever, with the new pact, WGN-TV, 
will begin picking up shows Sept. 
10. Until station connections from | 
New York to Chicago become op-— 
erative DuMont programs will be 
available to WGN-TV by tele 
transcription, doubles system pro-| 
cess of shooting film off cathode | 
ray tube. 


WBKB officials in analyzing ac- | 
tion of DuMont, said there was, 
strong possibility that link was_ 
made to avoid Governmental ac- 
tion with FCC and Justice Depart- 


Berle to Texaco, both for tele and | cations now pending: 3) what pro- 


radio, is cited as one illustration. | ¢equres should be adopted in order 
More important is the fact that |that the revised standards can 
performers, particularly those in based on the best available en- 
the nitery and vaude field, have gineering information. 
switched agency affiliations in| CC said the purpose of the con- 
order to get a shot on the Texaco ference is to discuss substantial 
Star theatre, which is booked by | questions which may be presented 
the Morris office. Their handling ‘by the record concerning the ade- 
of that layout has also influenced 'quacy of existing rules and stand- 
other performers to renew booking | ards to achieve the soundest plan. 
contracts with that office. _ | However, the meeting is not to dis- 
As a result, other agencies are | cuss engineering details or sugges- 
(Continued on page 36) tions in relation to such questions, 
/FCC said. 


Dunninger, Paul Winchell | Question ‘Conference’ Call 


Industry spokesmen questioned 





‘th f “conference” and 
ment frowning on further yore Set for NBC-TV Show pointer She that FCC had indefi- 


sion of Paramount-DuMont activ- 


ities. ‘getting in on the video act with ‘ 

(Mutual spokesmen said they ‘a vaudeo show with Dunninger, | 
were assured the WGN-TV tieup the mentalist, 
with DuMont was “purely interim,” | Paul Winchell. 


; : _nitely postponed oral argument on 
mew Bentere Carpet Ce. is the recent allocation hearings. FCC 
\in effect concluded a trealy — 

; Canada recently. giving Cana 
viet woe _ ‘certain channels which blocked out 


pending start of MBS TV opera- | NBC Oct. 7, in the Thursday 9:30 Some U. S. towns from tele service. 


tions. 


filiate, of course, of Mutual.) i 


WGN is a stockholder af- | p.m. slot. 


Young & Rubicam is the agency. | (Continued on page 36) 


be adopted with respect to appli-| casting Co., which has just asked 
! 


FCC for a conditional grant on its 
application. Arthur Church, Mid- 
land prexy, said if the conditional 
grant was made, K. C. could have 
‘video before the end of summer, as 
| his station is all set to go. 


P&C Using Video To 
Plug Radio Show 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

|! A radio program will be plugged 
‘via video. “Welcome Travelew,” 
|ABC giveaway show, was filmed 
last week and prints are being 
rushed to ABC-TV stations, who 
have agreed to plug program. Re- 
‘ciprocal deal also extends to thea- 
‘tres with 35mm. being made up for 
‘special trailers, which will adver- 
tise a.m. stanza. Station in return 
will give spots’to theatres and pic- 
tures. 

Whole era of light and happiness 





‘Gamble, one of the sponsors. 


this year, according to a survey 
made by the Electrical Assn. of 
| Philadelphia. The survey shows 
that 47,099 televisions sets were 
installed in this area as of July 1. 

Station WPTZ’s private poll of 
the home kit manufacturers indi- 
|cates that more than 2,500 home 
_kit sets were put in use during the 
first quarter of 1948 alone. 


Survey indicates that new in- 
stallations are proceeding here at 
the rate of 6,000 receivers per 
month. Local video ple are 


FCC leash for a decision on recent ,¢/aiming with ample justification 


‘that the Philadelphia area has 
more than 60,000 receivers at the 
current date. 


CBS ALSO GRABS 
TV FORD THEATRE 


TV version of “Ford Theatre” 
_has been landed by CBS, the same 
_net which will carry the AM hour- 
|long dramatic stanzas this fall, and 

will debut Oct. 17 in the 7:30 Sun- 
day spot. While only three “ex- 
| perimental” tele editions are now 
| blueprinted—the second for No- 
|vember, third for December—it’s 
/reported the auto outfit probably 
_ will step up the frequency of the 
_ program, if it clicks, starting next 
| year. 

As deal now is set, stanza will 
be carried live by seven eastern 
, CBS-TV outlets and will be filmed 
,for airing on three stations, in 
Chicago, Detroit and Los Angeles. 
| Heavy outlay of coin which Ford 
will be putting into “Theatre” if 
it is scheduled next year on, say, 
_a weekly basis has raised some 
speculation as to whether the 
automaker will continue bankroll- 
ing CBS -TV_ sports coverage, 








Industry questioned authority of js being promoted by Procter & which in itself has been a heavy 
‘ investment. 
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LUX RADIO THEATRE 

(“1 Remember a”) 

With Irene Dunne, Oscar Homolka, 
Barbara Bel Geddes, Bill Geddes, 
Bill Jehnstene, Roepe Landin, 
Edith Evansen, Ann Carter, Jim- 
my Ogg, Jeanine Ann Roose, 
others; Leu Silvers orch; John 
Milton Kennedy, anneuncer 

Producer: William Keighley 

Writer: Sanferd Barnett 

60 Mims., Men., 9 p.m. 

LEVER BROS. 

CBS, from Hollywood 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

“Lux Radio Theatre,” which 
preemed for the 15th season on 
Monday (30!, remains one of the 
alltime solid radio properties. In 
every detail, it evidences its $18,500 
weekly talent-production outlay— 
that goes for the A-1 adaptations 
and personalities; the solid pro- 
duction values brought to the 
weekly series under Bill Keighley’s 


“ARTHUR GODFREY TIME | LaFE OF RILEY 
| With Janette Davis, The Mariners; W 
- Tony Marvin, announcer; Archie | 
Bleyer’s oreh 
| Producer-director: Will Reland 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru e 
GOLD SEAL CO., LIGGETT & | Ship, Jack Brecker 
MYERS /Producer: Irving Brecher 
‘CBS, from New York (30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p. m. 
(Campbell-Mithun ) | PROCTER & GAMBLE 
(Newell Emmett) 'NBC, from Hellyweed 
| One of the top 1@ daytime entries (Benton & Bowles ) i 
at the time it went off the air,|. “Life of Riley,” long the P&C: 
oe PES SN Saturday night companion piece to 
“Arthur Godfrey Time” is back the same client’s top-rated “Truth 
from a four-week hiatus with more | or Consequences,” has been moved 
of the same. only twice as much/ over to Friday night in the NBC 


of it. The 11-11:30 strip bankrolled gram revamp. But let it be said 
by a ——- —— at the outset that, regardless at ae 
| Bas Deen au : vy JJ aldi-|\time segment it occupies, “Riley 
tional minutes, with Gold Seal, for has by _ entrenched itself as one 
cage gy Page 7 ras tab - |of the potent nighttime —— ong 
e f minutes. (Second | packages. Like many another o 
| quarter -hour also has been sold, to | the well-established shows, it has a 


Jim Gillis, Paula Winslowe, Bar- 
bara Eiler and Tommy Clark; 
Ken Niles, announcer 


ith Wittiam Bendix, John Brown, 


-Fri., 10:30 a.m.’ Writers: Alan Lipscoit, Reuben— 


i Network’s whelesale weekend pro-| 


| my FRIEND IRMA 
With Marie Wilsen, Jean Banks. 
Hans Conried, Gleria Gorden; 
Wendell Niles, anneuncer 
Writers: Park Levy, Stanley Adam, 
Roland MacLane, Cy Heward 
| Producer-Directer: Cy Heward 
30 Mins.; Mon., 10 p. m. 
' LEVER BROS. 
CBS, from New York 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
“My Friend Irma” is back intact 
this fall—which means that for the 
second year running it will be one 
of the brightest comedy spots on 
the airlanes. Lever Bros., which 
snagged this CBS package early 
last season, has switched the prod- 
uct tag on this show from Swan 
soap to Pepsodent, giving Bob Hope 
the former. Otherwise, it’s un- 
changed and unspoiled, 
‘ali of the special charm 
gives it such broad appeal. — ; 
“Irma’s” success secret lies in 


which 


| Edwards’ charm aside from 
|} itberai use of cash and free mer- 


| showmen. 


| 


its adroit mixture of humor and 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
With Ralph Edwards, Harlow Wil- 
eox, others 
Producer: Al Paschall 
Director: Ed Bailey 
Writers: Bill Davis, Bill Birch, 
Mort Lewis, Paul Edwards 
| 30 mins., Sat., 8:30 p.m. 
| PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC from Hollywood 
(Compton) 
Ralph Edwards’ return to the air 
| following a vacation spent mainly 
in touring for the exclusive benetit 
|of visible audiences, hasn’t dim- 
| inished the essential exuberance of 
this pioneer giveaway layout. 
the 


j 


| chandise is his zany and frequently 


| Slapsticky conception of the stunts 
retaining | QUalifying contestants for the loot. 


Edwards is one of radio’s prime 
Nearly everything he 
does or has his contestants do 
either builds up to a smash windup 


h, the ability to} the National Biseuit Co., but the 
eae Se skititully the pix prop-| sponsor isn’t moving in until next | own that gives it a well-merited | humanity. While basically a com-| Or _parlays itself into suspenseful 
erties that invite mass audience re-| week.) Godfrey fanms— and there | niche in the picture of Radio Amer- | edy show, this program doesn’t at- finishes. AE conch 
sprise. | are only two types of dialers, those |icana. It has achieved a year-in- | tempt to snap the dialer’s head off For example, on his "48-49 precm 

’s a cinch that, like last year,| W50 like Godfrey and those who | year-out following and pre-guar-| with a machine-gun fire of gags,| Show (28), he had a television set 


quality and distinctiveness of its 





the year before and the year be-| 


fore that, the consistent Top 5 
Hoeper payoft will be in evidence 
during the °48-'49 whirl, assuming 
that the same standards that char- 
acterized the preem performance 
continue to prevail. Pix adapta- 
tien shows have come and gone in 
radio, but this Lever Bros. wind- 
fall out af the J. Walter Thompson 
stable—(which the late Danny 
Danker nurtured from its early be- 
ginnings’ has yet to meet its rival. 

Fer the season’s initial presenta- 
tion, “Radio Theatre” wrapped up 
the “I Remember Mama” package. 
with the film’s Irene Dunne. Osear 
Homolka, and Barbara Bel Geddes 
team reprising their RKO chore. It 
was qualitative programming 
throughout, trimmed with finesse 
to fit inte the 60-minute pattern 
without stripping the property of 


its charm and heartwarming ap-| good cigarettes. They all contain 
peal.- Homotka in the Uncle Chris | tobaeco—I think. 


role (which he also did in the legit 


version) particularly shone in this} 


air version. 


As in previous years, Lou Silvers | t P t 
arronges and conducts the show’s| painless selling, with 


orchestral seore. It’s tops in} 
bridge and background accom-) 
paniment. Rose. 


ARTHUR GODFREY’S TALENT 
SCOUTS 
With trveut acts: Arehie Bleyer’s 
ereh; Geerge Bryan, anneuncer 
Producer: Irving Mansfield 
30 Mins.: Men., 8:30 p.m. 
LIPTON’S TEA 
CBS, frem New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


This show. on which Arthur God- | 
frey roce into nighttime network) 


radio last vear and zoomed straight 


inte the Top 5 company in Hooper's 
returned 


swee Monday (30) 
for its seeond season’s run. Un- 
less there’s unforeseen competition 
—and there isn't too much in pros- 

ct—there isn’t any reason wav 


¥c-*. 
.This big question is, though: do 


dialers tune in for Godfrey or for Producer: Ted Bliss 
It would seem 34 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p. m. 


the tryout acts? 
mighty likely to be the former. | 
For it’s very doubtful that the! 
talent show. as generally passable 
as it is. weuld be even halfway up 
the Hooper ladder without God- 
frey’s presence. On the other hand, 
it’s conceivable that Godfrey. in 
just about any vehicle he was given 
whieh allowed him free rein on 
' the adlib. would be up among the 
contenders. If this is true, then 
the talent-scout routine fs just an 
inexpensive device to give Godfrey 
something te talk about. On his 
avem strip, though, he gets along 
nicely without anything in particu- 
lar to do. Se if dialers just want 


to hear AG gab, aren't the un-. 


knowns’ aets just extraneous? 


Gedfrey was in par form for his 
seasonal getaway. claiming he bare- 
ly got to the studio on time be- 
cause he had to register for the 
draft; reprising a gag he'd told on 
his ayem show about a fan letter 
of cardboard ‘you can fan yourself 
with it), and claiming he bathed in 
Lipton’s iced tea in this hot 
weather (it even makes you leok 
like you've got a swell tan). God- 
frey paid his usual compliments 
to other brands of tea before noting 
L’s is, to indulge in the cus- 
tomary incomparable, “better.” 

The acts, obviously selected for 
Variety and generally of pro 
caliber, included a baritone, a har- 
monica ° i 
Godfrey during intro of a femme 
“talent scout,” who apparently was 
©. amazon proportions. indulged in 
some visual fun which the studio 
tly enjoyed but left a 
yearning for television. 
raced the clock to the 


E 


| don’t—no doubt will go the 60-/anteed Hooper that bodes well this 
minute stretch just as happily as | season, as it did the season before. | 
they did the old half-hour stint. |for the Prell shampoo product it 
For it’s AGs inimitable, un-| plugs. : : 
hurried. unpredictable, by turns; Chiefly “Riley,” in the person 
| whimsical or impish, touch that of William Bendix, is good radio | 
[keeps ‘em coming. And he is im-| because of the sympathetic char- | 
|dubitably alone in the adlib alley | acter it portrays. With all his men- 





} 
} 


| however, with perfect timing. The 


often too barbed and cruel on other 
airers. “Irma” rolls up its gags 
effortlessly, letting them fall, 


quality of the laughs, moreover, is 
tempered in a framework of neigh- 


installed in the home of a studio 
contestant, and then had a special 
man-in-the-street videocast show- 
ing the housewife’s husband out 
with two Earl Carroll beauties. 
Edwards obviously took a chance 





borly situations and characteriza- 
tions. 


‘he trods. He can ramble on about | tal inadequacies and unworldliness.| The scripting for this series is | 
| nothing of anv consequence — Irving Brecher’s creation is still | chiefly responsible for the click | 
\indeed he studiously avoids the likable and understandable, and./ results. The trio of writers work- 
| consequential — and they love it. though slightly overdrawn—he’s |ing with Cy Howard are whipping 


| On his return stanza Monday (30), | real. There's never a deviation in } 
he ranged from Robert Q. Lewis 'the week-to-week situations, all cut | 
‘who subbed for him) to Glass Wax |from the same mold. but the lis- 
to himself to Glass Wax to this ‘n’ | tener always knows that the well- 
that to Glass Wax (or Chesterfield, | intentioned but blundering Riley | 
as the segment’s sponsor might be) | Will come through, at least in the 
and back to himself, ad infinitum. eyes Of his family. 

With the rest of the cast and the _.The situations which involve the 
studio aud knocking themselves | Riley 
out over such ehservations as: “All 
the cigarettes on the market are 


family afford mild humor, | 





‘ries make for pleasant entertain- 
|ment. The pace is even, not striv- | 
ing for guffaws, yet the particular | 
|'mood is distinct and maintained 
|throughout. Without being a whol- 
ily original character or  idea.,, | 
\“Riley” has through the seasons | 
/sueceeded in establishing itself as 
a valuable property. 

Along with Bendix, such regulars 


Godtfrey’s loving treatment of his 
commercials, in fact, seemed to 
occupy more time than the NAB 
rules allow. But it was strictly 
plenty of 
homespun malarky woven into the 
pitch. His ability to kid the prod- 


up shows that maintain a high con- | 
sistency without getting a formula | 
look. But the script is far from 
the whole works. Marie Wilson, | 
as the adorable dumbdora; Joan | 
Banks, as her sidekick, and the | 
rest of the cast have established a | 
genuine comic style to which fa- | 
miliarity adds iustre. Miss Banks 


| and the malapropisms and gauche-| did a topnoteh pinchhitting job) glorification of Duz. 


for Cathy Lewis ,cast regular who 
has been under doctor's care for} 
several weeks. On the new) 
season’s preem (30), the story line 
breezed through a flock of financial | 
eomplications, misunderstandings | 
and malapropisms with a high bat- | 
ting average for gags attempted | 
and completed. But without reach- | 
ing or straining. 


| 


| uct without krecking it is a tatent 


‘the Godfrev 
| room could turn down the gain on 


some contemporaries have tried to. 
emulate, with <lisastrous effect. 
Janette Davis. with 
bounce. and the Mariners, 
bounding voice, each contributed 
a couple of numbers to break up | 
gab. ‘The control 


throaty 
with | 


} 


as Paula Winslowe as Mrs. Riley; 
John Brown, in particular, as Dig- 
ger O’Del! and Jim Gillis: Barbara 
Eiler as the daughter and Tommy 
Cook as Junior Riley contribute 
toward the overall suecess of the 
program. 

Ken Niles handles the moderate- 
ly tempoed commercials in his 
usual effective manner. 


Plugs for the denta! paste accent 
a double angle of scientific efficacy | 
and mass popularity, but are kepi 
short and snappy. Herm. 


DAY IN LIFE OF DENNIS DAY 

With Barbara Eiler, Dink Trout, 
Bea Benaderet; Verne Smith, 
anneuncer 


in planting a mike in the home to 


| pick up the hausfrau’s reactions 


but fortunately, the language didn’t 
burn up the airwaves. 

“val eontestant was asked to 
drive out to the airport. What 
makes it difficult is that the air- 
port “dwards specified is in Her- 
shey, Pa.—quite a stretch of road 
from Hallywood. 

“Truth or Consequences” is still 
out of the ordinary in this day of 
giveaway shows. It’s a combina- 
tion of showmanship, philanthropy, 
sadism and humor — all for tie 
Jose. 


ROY ROGERS SHOW 
With Dale Evans, Gabby Hayes, 
others; Riders of the Purple 

Sage; Art Ballinger, announcer 
Writer: Ray Wilsen 
Director-Producer: Tom Hargis 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 

QUAKER OATS 
Mutual, from Hollyweod 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

No reason why this shouldn’t 
have the kids eating just as much, 
if not more, Quaker Oats than 
“Those Websters” did last season. 
And without putting so many other 
and perhaps bad ideas in their 
little noggins at the same time. 
Especially, too, with Roy Rogers 





Tetent Seouts” ean’t repeat its 
im . t 


Rose. 
| both and save listeners from hav- - 
| img to twist the volume kneb.) The 
Redhead himself stoie the voeal 
plaudits, though, with warbling of 
“Those Take "Em to the Door. 
| Blnes.”” Archie Blever’s orch turns | 
in bright notes. Doan. | 


FBI IN PEACE AND WAR 
| With Martin Blaine, Walter Greaza, 
Ralph Bell, Larry Haines 
er-Director: Betty Mande- 
v 


| 30 Mins.: Thurs., 8 p.m. 
' PROCTER & GAMBLE 
CBS, from New York 

(Biow) 

Back for its fifth season after a 
summer hiatus, “FBI in Peace and 
| War” is hewing to the straight and 
narrow program formula for the 
| bang-bang shows. The usual recipe 
— = filling of crime, —— 
a / well with a seripter’s version of | 
CBS, ~—— ne te oa : -underworld jargon and topped off 

oung & Rubicam by a final victory for law and order. 

Bob Sweeney and Hal March, the This show, at least, is not budging 
on-and-off-again CBS team of com- by a single speck of originality | 
ics the web has been trying to sell from this pattern. It all flows) 
\for the past couple of years, are| from the theory that what the. 
getting an interim sponsorship via; public liked last year, we'll give 

General Foods ‘Sanka Coffee) until them again and again and again. 
‘GP preems the new Jack Carson Sometimes, however, the theory 
show on Oct. 8. As such it marks gets refuted, not by criticism, but 

their commercial debut on the by boredom. 
coast-to-coast airlanes, although The opening show (26) of this. 
they've gone the sustaining route series was a striking example of 
,on a number of occasions in CBS’ that quality of sameness. The. 
determined bid to evolve a proper seripters slugged out the plot with- | 
comedic pattern for the pair. out any attempt at a new twist in) 

On its Sanka whirl. the “Sweeney | construction or a novel turn in the_ 
and March Show” highlights the execution. Story was concerned | 
fact that Columbia still hasn't with a gang which was engaged in 
| found the formula to give the com- smuggling unrefined gold from'| 
‘bined S&M talent an ideal accen- Canada into the U.S. At the fin- 
tuation. Supposedly a situation ish, the simplest device was used 
‘comedy about a would-be inventor to trap the varmints. A police, 


\SWEENEY AND MARCH SHOW 
‘With Beb Sweeney. Hal March, 
Jane Mergan, Sammy Hill, Tem- 
my Bernard, Heward MeNear: 
H. Y. Auerbach, announcer 
riters: Sid Dorfman, Jim Fritzel 


~ 


Ww 


GENERAL FOODS 


' 


Preducer: William Harding | himself telling the tikes he “was 


| Director: Charles Buck 


gags 
startlingly original, have a pleasing 


entertains. Saturday's (28) return 
started mildly enough, with Day 
and his girl-friend Mildred squab- 


tache. 

away program, with Day unknow- 
ingly the bashful man whose dis- 
closed identity would bring some 


sorted prizes. 
giveaway fans was cleverly pointed 


Writer: Frank Galen 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m., EDT 
COLGATE 
NBC, from Hellywood 
(Ted Bates) 


Dennis Day’s situation comedy, 


‘back after a hiatus and moved over 


from Wednesday at 8 to Saturday 
at 10, is still amusing stuff. Its 
and _ situations, while not 


t 
homey quality that relaxes and 


f 


bling over his new-grown mous- 
Then the program really got into | 
high, when it paraphrased a give- 


} 


lueky female a small fortune in as- 
Cupidity of some 


up in an amiable, easygoing way | 
that was a tribute to scriptwriter 
Frank Galen. Cast did a neat job 
with the gram, which showed 
smooth directorial and production | 
values as well. 

Airer opened simply with Day 
singing ‘‘Ramblin’ Rose” before the 
situation comedy got started, and 
the only distracting note was the 
soap commercial which followed | 
the song. and which was much too. 
long and a little gritty. Bron, 





and a film studio aspirant confront- 
ed with rent trouble, the show real- 
ly can't make up its mind which 
route to take. For the most part 
Sweeney and March emerge as 


standup guys slugging it out on the suasively than the script. The cast | jy, 
comedy front as a couple of pixie bristled with toughness and the. 


characters. with Sweeney too often 


projected as a combined facsimile those background excitements that Claude 
ps wen ~, a. ey: 
‘Alan yom 3 of voice inflec-. 


of the Lou 


tion. C with this sugges- 
tion of “borrowed” delivery is an 
‘awareness, too, that the material 
‘for the most part has a too familiar 
ring. The laughs are there. often 
‘with an overlapping rapidity. but 


\ 


‘seldom do they stem from original 
| lines, gags or situations. ; 

There’s a wealth of stooge mate- 
rial in support, but the feeling that 
it’s all been done and heard before 


is inescapable. 





ble. e for one int 

Stag entrusted to S&M that fails 
le achieve the funny climax that 
(was probably intended. Rose 


Sanka commercial are fairly di- 


stoolpigeon merely informed the 
FBL on the gang. 

Productionwise. this show is also 
packaged with the familiar trim- 
mings, bat handled far more per- 


sound effects expertly generated 
doors and 
screeching brakes. A trio of plugs 
for the Procter & Gamble 


come from 


'were given forceful, but not of- 


fensive, treatment. Herm. 





ADVENTURE IN JOBS 

With Richard Roeffman, various 

_ guests: anneuncer, David Niles 

_ Writer-Producer-Director: Roffman 

135 Mins., Thurs., 8:36 p.m. 

aining 

_ WEVD, N. Y. 

Idea behind this ba ages ai 
v 


| their work” and to probe into their 
| (Continued on page 34) 


ORLANDO ROBESON 
1@ Mins., 93:05 p.m., Mon.-Fri. 
WPTR, Albany 


Singer, from new Club Rockmar 
Sehenectady, works in the style 
of the tenor lead in such quartets 
the Ink Spots. Formerly with 
Hopkins’ orchestra, he pos- 
a high, clear, sweet voice. 
and the warmly dramatic-romantie 
tone found in male warblers of his 
race. It’s in one groove, however. 
fm when not offset 
rom other types, tends to become 
a bit monotonous. In his favor is 
the fact no area vocalist broadcasts 


Robeson did three ballads when 
caught, flashing a clinching falsetto 
in one. The closer, “Intermezzo,” 
did not come through too well— 
due either to the arrangement or 
to mike crowding. At times, the 
melody became lost and the lyrics 
Souenins i final portion of the 
ha une was expertly pro- 
i jected. Jaco. 


} 
} 





- 





by harmeny |! 


raised on” that QO cereal. 

This is shore-nuff, rootin’, tootin’ 
hossopera, equipped with the usual 
hero (Rogers), girl (Dale Evans), 
hero’s old podner (Gabby Hayes), 
sheriff, villain, et al. There’s the 
usua! killin’, but not a shot’s fired 
—or at least not so on the “Mystery 
of the Circle E Ranch” which 
preemed the series Sunday (29), 
Trigger, the wonder horse, under- 
stands, every word Rogers says — 
and thereby was able to save the 
day in the opening episode. Rogers 
doesn’t win the giri: he doesn’t 
even want to clinch; all he wants is 
to duet with her! So everybody 
winds up singing. 

It’s standard western fare, ade- 
quately scripted and produced, 
with sound effects and orchestral 
bridges contributing toward a well- 
rounded effect. The stars are quite 
at home in their roles, having lived 
them so often in pix. 

Sponsor empleys a combo of 
singing theme and straight ping 
in the commercials. Probably 
Rogers’ testimonial, however, is 
worth five times more where the 
kiddies are concerned. Doan. 


POOLE’S PARADISE 
With Beb Poole 
Writer: Poole 
Preducer: Herb Rice 
40 Mins.: Men.-thru-Fri., 9:15 a.m. 
Mutaal, from New York 

There isn’t any doubt about it. 
Bob Poole, a disk jockey imported 
from New Orleans (where he was 
on the CBS outlet, WWL), sounds, 
as the MBS boys whisper, some- 


‘thing like Arthur Godfrey. But 


that’s where the comparison ends. 
He might be built into “another 
Godirey”’—if the ether could stand, 
or needs, two. But they'd better 
get him a smart writer, quick. 

His routine, between disks, con- 
sists simply of several horrible 
gags or puns. Sample: His daugh- 
ter is named Michele “because she 
istens to me shell out the corn 
here every day.” After about 15 
minutes of this, it gets so you 
cringe when you know the inevi- 
table snapper is coming. Poole’s 
voice is low. unhurried, intimate. 
His clowning, such as playing a 
slide whistle, running in sound 
effects, ete.. cam get by. 

But unless his copy gets some 
of the sincere, warm, hurran appeal 
which characterizes p:sonalities 
like Godfrey, his chance: of win- 
ning an audience won't — 

: i. 
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“The One and Only” 


MORTON DOWNEY 


(ssaciry (2owns at the ¢ OPACABANA 


CARMEN MASTREN 
guitar 


“Not only the ringside rooters but the 
customers as a whole went for the tenor’s 
forthright, sure songalogs. Downey, in 
short, made an August premiere at the 
Copa an event.” 

ABEL GREEN, Variety. 


“One of the foremost cafe attractions 
in the country. His voice and popularity 
remain undimmed.” 

LEONARD LYONS, New York Post. 

“Jamming them in at the Copacabana.” 
ED SULLIVAN, New York News. 


“A great, great entertainer and show- 
man—whe improves with the years.” 


LOUIS SOBOL, 
New York Journal-American. 


through SEPTEMBER 8 


“Enormous crowds adored his torch 
ballads, Irish songs, the way he stomps 
when he pianos.” 

EARL WILSON, New York Post. 


“Wewing them nightly, thanks to his 
superb showmanship.” 
DANTON WALKER, 
New York Daily News. 


“Tops in Town—Morton Downey song 
session aot the Copacabana.” 
DOROTHY KILGALLEN. 
New York Journal-Americen. 


“Wouldn't let him off the floor until — 


he had tenored a whole flock of en- 


cores." 
FRANK FARRELL, World-Telegram. 


OAST to 


OAST for 


7 


J. STURTON RULE 
at the piano 


“The supreme example of a ‘pro’ whe 
opplies his talent with the touch of @ 
master,” 

FRANK CONNIFF, 
New York Journal-American. 


“The top delineator of ballads and 
torch songs.” 
LEE MORTIMER, Daily Mirrer. 


“Packing them in at the Copa.” 
NICK KENNY, Doily Mirror, — 


“Casts a spell over his audience that’s 
@ heart-warming spectacle to see.” 
HY GARDNER, Journal of Commerce. 


“Terrific as an entertainer—@ great 
singer and @ great showman.” 
AL SALERNO, Brooklyn Fogle. 


Cael 


NBC, Tues. Thurs. Sat, 11:15 pm. EST 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











Pittsburgh — Greystone Wines 
has just taken up the tab on Bill 
Burns’ daily newscasts on KQV. 
He’s in a 6 o'clock evening slot 


six days a week. Burns is news. 


editor for the local Mutual outlet 
and got wide attention around here 
via his on-the-spot top-notch radio 
reporting from scene of political 
conventions this summer. 





Boston—Hub AFRANS skedding 


a series of transcriptions vs the) 
three labor referenda appearing on | 
oe state _—— ce 

sks, made by AFRA) 7 
members with national reputations,| _Omaha—- Members of the NAB 


will be sponsored by local CiO and | 


this fall. 


AFL committees in an effort to 
defeat the referenda, which seek 
to ban the closed shop and impose 
restrictions on union voting meth- 
ods. 





Louisville—WAVE added some- 
thing new to the annals of Louis- 
ville radio Monday, Aug. 23, when 
it aired a half-hour documentary, 
with all-star cast of 10 and chorus 
of 26, on “The Pleasures of the 
Jazz Age.” Stanza was based on 
an anthology by the same title, 
edited by WAVE’s continuity edi- 
tor, Bill Hodapp, and published 
the same week by Farrer, Straus & 
Co. Hodapp, who has been with 
WAVE for about a year, formerly 
worked for NBC in New York. Says 


ihe has several more books already | 


| in preparation. 


| Pitisburgh—Betsy Ann Plank, 
former KQV continuity writer, has 
just been named an account exec 
with the Mitchell McKeon organ- 
ization. a publie relations counsel- 
ing outfit in Chicago. 
husband, Ben Kirk. who was pro- 
gram director at KQV until a year 
ago, is in radio work in Chicago. 

Roy Washabaugh, local graduate 
of Marjorie Stewart's radio school 
here, joined staff of KFOO in St. 
Louis. 








10th District held a surprise break- 
'fast at the Muehlebach hotel Aug. 
17 in honor of John J. Gillin, Jr.. 
who has served ‘as the director of 
the 10th District for 14 years and 
|is now retiring. He was presented 
with a silver plaque. Presentation 
was. made by Harry Burke, gen- 
eral manager of KFAB. 





Fort Worth — Cargill Feeds of 
Minneapolis will resume sponsor- 
ship of the broadcasts each week 
of the “Nutrema Hi Flyers” on 
seven stations of the Texas State 
Network. Stations to air the broad- 
casts include KFJZ. key station of 
the web here; WRR, Dallas; 
KBWD, Brownwood; KRRV, Sher- 
man; KPLT, Paris; KCMC, Tex- 
arkana and KFRO, Longview. 


CHURCH GROUPS CITED 
BY RADIO WORKSHOP 


*. 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 
Religious radio workshop, meet- 
jing here at the University of Chi- 
cago, wound up its third annual 
confab last week with the award- 





Miss Plank’s | 


ing of honors to seven church 
groups. First prizes went to Troy, 
N. Y., Council of Churches and 
|\WTRY, for news; the Colorado 
Synod of the Presbyterian church 
and station KLZ, Denver, for 
church in action; Cleveland, Ohio 
Church Federation and WTAM, for 
biography; and the Maine Broad- 
\easting System with Maine Council 
of Churches, for religious educa- 
; tion. 

Second awards went to Rev. 
‘Henry B. Adams and_ station, 
|\KTIM, San Rafael, Cal., in news 
division, church in action, Gordon 
E. Jowers and WRAK, Williams- 
port, Pa.; and religious education, 
Massachusetts Council of Churches 
and WCOP, Boston. 





DeForest’s Chi Suit 
Chicago, Aug. 31. 
Dr. Lee DeForest, 74-year old 
“father” of radio, filed suit in Chi 
federal district court last week, 
charging he didn’t get paid for use 
of his name by DeForest Training 
School here. Inventor claims he 
was to receive $100,000 and 2° of 


_the gross take. 


Ye charges he has seen neither. 








. 


>. 
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agers and manufacturers who have come to Wi 
problems. And many are those who have found help. | 


But not through advertising alone! 


For service at The Nation's Station goes much deeper 






itions, and the cegree of dominance 


“all contribate in making WLW-Land an ideal proving 
ground for new products and new techniques. And WLW 


"has, in its many facilities, the manpower and “know-how” 


to check accordingly the effectiveness of your advertising 


than merely selling time on the air. Distribution, selling 


appeal, product and package must all be right if adver- 


tising is to be fully effective. And with a “know-how” 
peculiar to the territory it serves, plus facilities unequalled 


at any other radio station, WLW is often in a position to 


help ail along the line. 


For instance: The maker of a new proprietary product 


had virtually no distribution and only 


lars to spend. Through guidance from WLW, he was able 
to plot his outlets strategically. With the help of WLW’'s 
"merchandising representatives, he gained the cooperation 
of dealers. By concentrating his promotion, he won quick 
public acceptance in this area. Expansion followed. Today, 
the product is on druggists’ shelves throughout the nation 


and its name is a household word. 


@ame on request.) Such cases are not uncommon. 


_ WLW-Land is a true cross-section 


vast area are farm homes, rural communities, medium size 


cities and many large cities—cities dependent upon manu- 


- facturing as their principal economic 
' 


of equal size dependent upon the distribution of farm 


“products. WLW reaches these towns 
ence found in a network program —it 
_ @ity and less dominant in another. 


in this area under various conditions. 





a few hundred dol- 


tiveness 


BUY WAY 


monthly 


SPECIALTY 
(We'll tell you the 





WLW SERVICE FACILITIES INCLUDE... 
PEOPLE’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 


to determine program preferences and for 
general consumer market? studies. 


CONSUMER’S FOUNDATION 
to determine consumer reaction to prod- 
ucts and packaging. 


MERCHANDISING DEPARTMENTS 
to stimulate dealer cooperation, check dis- 
tribution, report attitudes, etc. — 


TEST STORES 
to check potential buying responses, effec- 


tailers and wholesalers. 


senior drug sales force to help secure 
basic distribution or supplement current 
sales or dis : 





of new packaging, displays, etc. 
merchandising newspaper for re- 


SALES 

















of America. In this 


structure . . . cities 


with the same vari- 


is dominant in one 








| Atlanta B’caster’s Wife 

y o 
Drowned on Vacation 
Atlanta, Aug. 31. 
| Tragedy marked vacation of 
‘Richard A. Granville, general man- 
\ager of WERD, Atlanta’s newest 
‘radio station’ when his wife, 32, 
'drowned in 44 feet of water at 
|Lake Eleanor, near Ben Hill, Ga., 
Friday (27) afternoon. 

Firemen and county policemen, 
working with floodlights, recov- 
ered victim’s body five hours atter 
she disappeared beneath surface. 

Mrs. Granville, a native of New 
York. came to Atlanta three years 
ago with her husband. In addition 
to her husband and son, she Is 
survived by her mother, Mrs. Anna 


|Mossack, and two sisters, who live 


‘in Europe. 





Venezuela Stations Can’t 
_ ‘Serve Human Passions,’ 
| Says Radio Director 


Caracas, Ven., Aug. 24. 

| By government decree, all radio 
stations in Caracas have been or- 
dered to suspend political pro- 
grams. Hardest hit were programs 
by URD and Copei parties, which 
are opposed to the present gov- 
ernment. Officials of both parties 
protested immediately, claiming 
the order interfered with free- 
dom of expression. 

This brought an immediate re- 
ply from Leonardo Ruiz Pineda, 
director of communications, who 
‘called the~attacks “calumnious”’ 
‘and said radio stations were sup- 
posed to disseminate culture and 
not serve human passions. 


WOMEN B’CASTERS 
SET DISTRICT MEETS 


Washington, Aug. 31. 

| The Assn. of Women Broadcast- 
|ers of the National Assn. of Broad- 
|easters had scheduled four district 
| meetings this fall. I 
; Pat Griffith, NAB Director of 
| Women’s activities, announced: 
| District 7 will meet Sept. 25-26 at 
|the Netherland-Plaza hotel, with 
|district chairman Katherine Fox, 
| WLW, Cincinnati, presiding; Dis- 
trict 10 meets Sept. 28-29 at the 
President hotel, with chairman 








, Anne Hayes, KCMO, Kansas City. | 


presiding; District 2, Oct. 1-3, at 
the Sheraton hotel, Rochester, 


\N. Y., with Sally Work, WBEN, | 


Buffalo, as chairman; and District | 


13, Nov. 6-7, at the Gunther hotel, 
with Chairman Violet Short, KTSA, 


San Antonio, presiding. 
Ruth Crane, WMAL, Washing- 
ton, president of AWB, will attend 
the meetings, and Miss Griffith will 
conduct workshop sessions on gen- 
_eral AWB activities and services. 
| AWB has 17 districts in the coun- 
.try, and district meetings in three 
series, similar to those of the NAB, 
are now in progress. 





ABC’s Brace of New 
Co-ops Set for Sept. 


ABC will throw a couple of more 
entries into the co-op sweepstakes 
this month. 

“Piano Playhouse,” which has 
‘been a Saturday afternoon sus- 
_tainer featuring the keyboard duo 
(of Cy Walter and Stan Freeman, 
emceed by Milton Cross, will be up 
| for local sponsorship in the 12:30-1 


p.m, Sunday segment starting Sept. | 


112. 

“Treasury Show” is being drop- 
'ped out of the 4:30-5 cross-the- 
board spot, with the latter half of 
‘it going to yarnspinner Nelson 
Olmsted for a co-oped “Your Story 
for Today” stint. Other 15 minutes 
hasn't been assigned. Olmsted de- 
| buts Sept. 13. 





new fall items. This week it came 
forth with one on “How to Speak 





oddities. 


indie will run notices in the per- | 
sonal columns of N.Y. papers seek- | 
ing a girl who speaks “genuine | 


New Yorkese.” Femme selected 
will be given the Pygmalion treat- 
ment by a speech expert for 13 
weeks on a stanza to be aired Mon- 


Disk session, Fridays 9-9:30 o.m. 
starting Sept. 10, will invite fist. 
eners to send in old and rare plat- 
ters. ; Sequence will be titled: 
“Music from Your Attic.” 





WNEW’s Pygmalion Show | 


The WNEW, N.Y., program idea | 
mill is grinding again, this time on 


English” and another on record 


days, 9-9:15 p.m., starting Sept. 20. | 


Chi's Spot Biz 
~ In Fall Upswing 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Spot biz for the fall season regis- 
ters a sharp upward trend, accord- 
ing to orders received by the Chi 
radio stations. New orders and re- 
newals of spot contracts, on 
WMAQ alone, call for a total of 
375 station breaks and 588 one 
minute announcements, with 
WBBM reperting a sock lineup for 
fall. dittoed by WGN, WENR and 
WIND. 

The Illineis Bell Telephone Co., 
'through N. W. Ayer & Son. Inc., 
will air 37 transcribed station 
(breaks and two one-minute par- 
ticipations between Aug. 30 and 
Sept. 19, noon until 11 p.m. on 
WENR, calling attention to the new 
dialing system being put into effect 
in the Chi area. WENR also gets a 
renewal from Dad’s Root Beer Co., 
of their six-a-week station break 
schedule for 52 weeks, starting 
Aug. 31. 

WGN gets seven weekly station 
breaks for 13 weeks, beginning 
Aug. 29 from Eastern Air Lines, 
Inc., Detroit, through Fletcher D. 
Richards Co., Inc., Detroit agency. 
Linco Products renewed the 
“Breakfast Quiz,” 15-minute daily 


show, over WGN, for 52 more 
weeks via Schwimmer & Scott, 
Chicago. 

Largest order for one-minute 


announcements for WMAQ came 
from Procter & Gamble, for spots 
on the Dave Garroway Show, three 
times weekly for 52 weeks, starting 
Aug. 23. Six breaks per week for 
20 weeks for both C. A. Briggs 
Co., and Brown and Williamson 
Tobacco, and an eight-week spot 
deal for Headquarters Fifth Army 
Recruiting, are hiking WMAQ's 
fall spot schedule. Other spot con- 
tracts clinched for WMAQ are 208 
breaks, four weekly for 52 weeks, 
for Bristol-Meyers, Colgate-Palmol- 
ive-Peet, for seven one-minute 
spots weekly for 19 weeks effective 
Aug. 23 through Ted Bates, and 
seven one-minute announcements 
and 3 station breaks. weekly for 39 
weeks starting Aug. 24, through 
William Esty. 


CJBC in Canada Joms 
Ranks of 50kw Stations; 
Shares Aerial With CBL 


Ottawa, Aug. 31. 

CJBC, key station of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp’s Domi- 
nion web, ups power to 50,000 
watts and switches frequency to 
860 cycles on Sept. 1. New trans- 
mitter is in the same buliding as 
the 50kw apparatus of CBL, the 
key station for CBS’s Trans-Can- 
ada net, at Hornby, Ont., near 
Toronto. Unique angle is the 
simultaneous use of a single aerial 
by the two different stations. CBC 
engineers got assists from North- 
ern Electrie and Bell Telephone 
on designing and building setup. 

Since CJBC and CBL transmit- 
ters were both produced by North- 
ern Electric, they are practically 
identical and can be operated by 
the same staff. Emergency power 
supply is installed, ready for im- 
mediate use in case of electricity 
cut by storm or accident. 

CJBC serves 30 basic and 
five supplementary outlets on the 
Dominion network, all of them (ex- 





owned Canadian stations. 
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¢ Inside Stufl—Radio 


Arthur Godfrey’s large sponsor “family,” composed of execs for 
Gold Seal, National Biscuit Co., Chesterfield and Lipton, and their 
agencies, got together at the Stork club Monday night (30), with CBS 


prexy Frank Stanton hosting, to toast Godfrey on his return to the | 


air that day (from a month’s 
birthday. 

During his ayem getaway Monday, Godfrey had had fun noting that 
Nabisco, due to pick up the 10:45-11 tab next week, is an “NBC’ p’rod- 
uct, “but it’s on CBS.” For the current week, AG added, “This is the 
Fineshriber fill.” (Fineshriber is a CBS programming exec.) 


vacation) and his impending (Tues.) 45th 





Earle McGill, retiring national prexy of the Radio-Television Direc- 


ters Guild, who is in the New York hospital following 2 critical head | 


operation, was. removed from an oxygen tent Monday (30), but isn’t 
expected to be able to see visitors for a couple of weeks. His full 
recuperation probably will take several months. He underwent surgery 
to relieve pressure from stoppage of a blood vessel in the head. 

Before he was stricken, McGill directed plattering of tWo opening 
stanzas for the new Episcopal show, “Great Scenes From Great Plays,” 
which tees off on Mutual Oct. 1. Albert Ward has taken over the cue- 
throwing pending McGill’s return. 





CBS’ final report on its investigation into the murder of George Polk, 
its correspondent in Greece, is being prepared for airing Thursday, 
Sept. 9, at 10:30-11 p.m. Winston Burdette, CBS newsman, who’s been 
probing the mystery, returned to N.Y. last Friday (20) from Athens. 
Burdette and Gen. William J. (Wild Bill) Donovan, wartime OSS chief, 
who also has investigated the murder for the Overseas Press Club, will 
report their findings during the airer in interviews with Edward R. 
Murrow. It’s intimated some surprising revelations will be made by 
the two investigators. 





Nine schools have organized an association to be known as the Uni- 
versity Assn. for Professional Radio Education. Colleges who are af- 
filiating are: University of Alabama, University of Denver, Northwestern 
University, University of Southern California, Syracuse University, 
Temple University, Texas College of Mines, Texas University and the 
University of Tulsa. 

Other colleges may join this association to foster and maintain higher 
standards of professional education. There will be an 1ll-man board 
of directors, nine to be selected from university membership and two 
appointed each year by the president of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters. 


Allentown (Pa.) Gets, Moffat to Radio Lux 
Two More Stations | 


London, Aug. 24. 

Allentown, Pa., Aug. 31. Ralph Moffat has switched from 
Two more radio stations will be- American Forces Network to Radio 
gin operations here soon to bring Luxembourg, and is to do a 15- 
the number in this city to five. 

WHOL, to be operated by Allen- | ™inute program Sundays 10:45 
town Broadcasting Corp., will be P.m., starting Sept. 26. Program 
affiliated with CBS. 
go on the air this week. Studios | ture, 
are nearing completion. WAEB,| Distribution, Ltd., English radio 
owned by Valley Broadcasting | set renting firm. 

Corp., expects to start in October.| Moffat deal is interesting, be- 








' over two months’ operation. 


,for a 


Baker Back to N. Y. 


Phil Baker and CBS’ “Everybody | 
Wins” show are checking out of | 
Hollywood and will originate the | 
Stanza from New York “indefi- | 
nitely,” starting Sept. 10. 

Friday night giveaway is bank- 
rolled by Philip Morris. 


Rural Network 
Rolling Neatly 


Ithaca, N.Y., Aug. 31. 

The Rural Radio Network, 
farmer-owned hookup of FM sta- 
tions claiming total coverage of 
80° of New York state, is rolling 
commercially following a little 
Web’s 
William Ensign, re- 
ports that cross-the-bonrd news 
shows have been sold to _ the 
Dairymen’s League and the Co 
operative G.L.F. Exchange. Lat- 
ter also is bankrolling:a 25-minute 
Sunday newscast. Daily weather 
reports have been bought by the 
National Grange Mutual Liability 
Co. and a 10-minute “market 
trends” by the Empire Livestock 
Marketing Assn. 

RRN added its sixth and seventh 
outlets last week when WVBN, 
Turin, one of six stations owned by 





sales manager, 


the web, and WSLB-FM, Ogdens- 
burg; started airing net origina- 
tions. The Finch-owned New 


York station, WGHF, is a supple- 
mentary outlet and also feeds the 
skein some of its programs. Link- 
up is entirely via air relay except 
N.-Y.-Ithaca line. Negotia- 


j tions are currently under way to 
jannex a ninth N.Y. state affiliate 
‘as well as three FM stations in 


It expects to | will be his regular disk jockey fea- | 
to be sponsored by R.A.P. | 


It*has taken over a building here |cause two months ago Radio Lux | 


and building a transmitter. It will !sold the leading radio store chain 
be affiliated with ABC. lin England. 


New England. 
Starting Oct. 4, the New Haven 


; Clock and Watch Co. will sponsor 


Dr. Charles Hodges, RRN’s for- 


'eign news analyst, in a 10-minute, 


thrice weekly stanza. 

Web extended its broadcasting 
day, starting at noon, to 9:15 p.m. 
beginning Aug. 15, and has plans 
for a 15-kour broadcast day. 

Basic hourly rate for RRN Class 
A time is at present $259 on a 52- 
week basis. 


Uruguay to Argentine B’casters: 
‘It's Happened—And We're Glad 


Montevideo, Aug. 27. 

“It happened, and we're glad,” 
sums up, in effect, Urguay’s atti- 
tude toward that “joint declara- 
tion” signed by delegations from 
14 ‘countries at the first plenary 
general session of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Assn., held re- 
centiy in Buenos Aires, blasting the 
Peron-conatrolled Argentin2 
setup. 

The Uruguayan’ Broadcasters’ 
Assn. ‘(AMDEBU) has just issued 
fhe following statement: 

First: That this association fully 
restates its confidence in the gen- 
tlemen members that presented the 
resolution, since their moral sol- 
vency places them above any stub- 


radio 


born and interested propaganda 
(campaign). 
Second: That this association 


concurs, as well, in the sentiments 
voiced in the “joint declaration” 
on the present situation of private 
broadcasting in Argentina and on 
the consequences that this situa- 
tion has brought about affecting 
free speech over the radio. 

Third: That in view of the at- 
tacks to which the president of the 
Inter-American association, Goar 
Mestre, was subjected, it is an 
honor to renew the most complete 
solidarity (adherence) to him, and 
that this association rejects the fan- 
tastic imputations against him. 

Fourth: That this association re- 
pudiates, due to its absolute lack 
of truth, the incidence created in 
Buenos Aires concerning the re- 
lease of the already mentioned 
“joint resolution,” agreeing that its 
contents and its spirit are based on 
clear statutory reasons’ which 
oblige the affiliates of the Inter- 


american Association to defend the | 


principles which gave origin to 
their constitution. 
Fifth: And finally this associa- 


tude assumed by the signers of the 
declaration in question was inter- 
preted, intentionally or threugh 


'WSM_ show, 


; - 2 i- played by the 
tion would explain that, if the atti- | 


an error, as_ interference 
dling) with the internal affairs of 
Argentina, or having as its pur- 
pose to harm the _ international 
prestige of that country, it cannot 
be blamed on those who signed it. 


CBS Buys Hour Show 
To Buck NBC Sat. Nite 
‘Opry’ Hillbilly Stanza 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Monogram Radio Production 
last week pulled two of the out- 
standing network package deals, 
selling CBS a one-hour hillbilly 
Saturday night stanza and also 
selling Mutual web a Saturday 
noon folk session. CBS show will 
headline Eddy Arnold, - former 
“Grand Old Opry” star and Whit- 
ey Ford, comic of same program, 
both of whom. resigned from 
WSM, Nashville, to take over new 
program, which will put them in 
opposition to their old stanza. 
Monogram is negotiating for 7,000 
seater* Memphis auditorium to seat 
shows when in town. 

Mutual show, which {fs set to 
teeoff from Nashville about Sept. 
1, will star Ernest Tubbs and 
Snooky Lansom in a show called 
“Mainstream, America.” Tubbs is 
also on WSM, but is thought that 
he would retain his part on 
“Grand Old Opry” as his Mutual 
show would not conflict. Lansom, 
also an “Opry” almunus has a 
but it would not col- 
lide with the afternoon stanza. 
Both shows will tour as unit and 
make personal appearances in fairs 
and theatres. Monogram will also 





| book p.a.’s for the mountain folk. 





Amsterdam, N.Y. — Mortan’s 
Amsterdam’s mens’ store, has pur- 
chased the entire 1949 season of 
broadcasts over WCSS of games 
local Canadian- 
American league baseball club. 
Ray Cheney, program manager of 
WCSS, and Jack Ridder will handle 


ithe play-by-plays. 
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ah, THERE'S a woman wr 
feet on the groun 


Charlotte Adams, we mean: 


an Adams who has a way with the Eves 


CHARLOTTE ADAMS, noted authority on food, family and fireside 


has joined the famous WOR sisterhood. 


has worked with the Child Study Association. 


“The Charlotte Adams Show” is unique. Includes interviews at 
markets, stores, restaurants. Gives flash news on food prices, 
best buys, style. Has a “help your neighbor” department. All this 


and famous guests, too, at a price no client could resist. 


Looks like a sellout, gentlemen. The time to dial 
LOngacre 4-8000 is NOW. 


eee 


No chi-chi artist, she. Strictly feet on the ground. As much help 
to a housewife as a full-time maid. Women from Portland to! 
tiny know hér name, follow her advice. Does she know food? 
Charlotte Adams has been food editor of the Associated Press 
‘and Look Magazine. Children? She comes equipped with a son; 


«heard by the most people 
where the most people are 


mutual 
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Pittsburgh —— Greystone Wines: he has several more books already | 


has just taken up the tab on Bill | 
Burns’ daily newscasts on KQV. | 
He’s in a 6 o'clock evening slot 
six days a week. Burns is news| 
editor for the local Mutual outlet 
and got wide attention around here 
via his on-the-spot top-notch radio 
reporting from scene of political 
conventions this summer. 





Boston—Hub AFRANS skedding 
a series of transcriptions vs the | 
three labor referenda appearing on | 
Massachusetts state election ballot | 
this fall. Disks, made by AFRA | 
members with national reputations, 
will be sponsored by local CIO and | 
AFL committees in an effort to 
defeat the referenda, which seek 
to ban the closed shop and impose 
restrictions on union voting meth- 
ods. 





Louisville—WAVE added some- 
thing new to the annals of Louis- 
ville radio Monday, Aug. 23, when 
it aired a half-hour documentary, 
with all-star cast of 10 and chorus 
of 26, on “The Pleasures of the 
Jazz Age.” Stanza was based on 
an anthology by the same title, 
edited by WAVE’s continuity edi- 
tor, Bill Hodapp, and published 
the same week by Farrer, Straus & 
Co. Hodapp, who has been with 
WAVE for about a year, formerly 
worked for NBC in New York. Says 


in preparation. 


Pittsburgh—-Betsy Ann Plank, 
former KQV continuity writer, has 
just been named an account exec 
with the Mitchell McKeon organ- 
ization. a publie relations counsei- 
ing outfit in Chicago. Miss Plank’s 
husband, Ben Kirk. who was pro- 
gram director at KQV until a year 





| ago, is in radio work in Chicago. 


Roy Washabaugh, local graduate 
of Marjorie Stewart's radio school 
here, joined staff of KFOO in St. 
Louis. 


Omaha — Members of the NAB 
10th District held a surprise break- 
fast at the Muehlebach hotel Aug. 
17 in honor of John J. Gillin, Jr., 
who has served ‘as the director of 
the 10th District for 14 years and 
is now retiring. He was presented 
with a silver plaque. Presentation 
was. made by Harry Burke, gen- 
eral manager of KFAB. 








Fort Worth — Cargill Feeds of 
Minneapolis will resume sponsor- 
ship of the broadcasts each week 
of the “Nutrema Hi Flyers” on 
seven stations of the Texas State 
Network. Stations to air the broad- 
casts include KFJZ. key station of 
the web here; WRR. Dallas; 
KBWD, Brownwood; KRRV, Sher- 
man: KPLT, Paris; KCMC, Tex- 
arkana and KFRO, Longview. 


CHURCH GROUPS CITED 


BY RADIO WORKSHOP 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 
Religious radio workshop, meet- 
ing here at the University of Chi- 
cago, wound up its third annual 


confab last week with the award-; 





ing of honors to seven church 
‘groups. First prizes went to Troy, 
in. Xa Council of Churches and 
iWTRY, for news; the Colorado 
| Synod of the Presbyterian church 
land station KLZ, Denver, for 
church in action; Cleveland, Ohio 
‘Church Federation and WTAM, tor 
biography; and the Maine Broad- 
‘easting System with Maine Council 
|of Churches, for religious educa- 
| tion. 

| Second awards 
|Henry B. Adams and _ station, 
|\KTIM, San Rafael, Cal., in news 
division, church in action, Gordon 
E. Jowers and WRAK, Williams- 
port, Pa.; and religious education, 
Massachusetts Council of Churches 
and WCOP, Boston. 


went to Rev. 





DeForest’s Chi Suit 
Chicago, Aug. 31. 
Dr. Lee DeForest, 74-year old 
“father” of radio, filed suit in Chi 
federal district court last week, 
charging he didn’t get paid for use 
of his name by DeForest Training 
School here. Inventor claims he 
was to receive $100,000 and 2° of 


|the gross take. 


Ye charges he has seen neither. 











~ 


agers and manufacturers who have come to 


problems. And many are those who 
But not through advertising alone! 


‘For service at The Nation’s Station 


than merely selling time on the air. Distribution, selling 


have found help. 







~ and the degree of dominance 


contribute in making WLW-Land an ideal proving 
ground for new products and new techniques. And WLW 


* has, in its many facilities, the manpower and “know-how” 


to check accordingly the effectiveness of your advertising 


goes much deeper 


appéal, product and package must all be right if adver- 


tising is to be fully effective. And with a “know-how” 
peculiar to the territory it serves, plus facilities unequalled 


at any other radio station, WLW is often in a position to 


help ail’ along the line. 


For instance: The maker of a new proprietary product 
had virtually no distribution and only a few hundred dol- 
lars to spend. Through guidance from WLW, he was able 
to plot his outlets strategically. With the help of WLW’'s 
merchandising representatives, he gained the cooperation 
of dealers. By concentrating his promotion, he won quick 
[public acceptance in this area. Expansion followed. Today, 
the product is on druggists’ shelves throughout the nation 
and its name is a household word. (We'll tell you the 


@ame on request.) Such cases are not uncommon, 


WLW -Land is a true cross-section of America. In ths 
vast area ace farm homes, rural communities, medium size 


cities and many large cities—cities dependent upon manu- 


‘ 


facturing as their principal economic structure . . . 
‘of equal size dependent upon the distribution of farm 
“products. WLW reaches these towns with the same vati- 
ance found in a network program —it is dominant in one 


 ¢ity and less domisant in another. 


in this area under various conditions. 





to check 


BUY WAY 


monthly 





WLW SERVICE FACILITIES INCLUDE... 
PEOPLE'S ADVISORY COUNCIL 


to determine program preferences and for 
general consumer market studies. 


CONSUMER’S FOUNDATION 
to determine consumer reaction to prod- 
ucts and puckaging. 


MERCHANDISING DEPARTMENTS 
to stimulate dealer cooperation, check dis- 
tribution, 


TEST STORES 


tiveness of new packaging, displays, etc. 


tailers and wholesalers. 


SPECIALTY SALES 
senior drug sales force to help secure 
basic distribution or supplement current 
sales or 


report attitudes, etc. — 


potential buying responses, effec- 


merchandising newspaper for re- 


dis 











cities 








Atlanta B’caster’s Wife 
Drowned on Vacation 
Atlanta, Aug. 31. 
| Tragedy marked vacation of 
‘Richard A. Granville, general man- 
‘ager of WERD, Atlanta’s newest 
‘radio station® when his wife, 32, 
drowned in 44 feet of water at 
|Lake Eleanor, near Ben Hill, Ga., 
Friday (27) afternoon. 

Firemen and county policemen, 
working with floodlights, recov- 
ered victim’s body five hours after 
she disappeared beneath surface. 

Mrs. Granville, a native of New 
York, came to Atlanta three years 
ago with her husband. In addition 
to her husband and son, she 1s 


survived by her mother, Mrs. Anna | 
| Mossack, and two sisters, who live | 


in Europe. 





Venezuela Stations Can't 
_ ‘Serve Human Passions, 
Says Radio Director 


| 

} 

Caracas, Ven., Aug. 24. 

| By government decree, all radio 
stations in Caracas have been or- 
dered to suspend political pro- 
grams. Hardest hit were programs 
by URD and Copei parties, which 
are opposed to the present gov- 


ernment. Officials of both parties 
protested immediately, claiming 
the order interfered with free- 


dom of expression. 

This brought an immediate re- 
ply from Leonardo Ruiz Pineda, 
director of communications, who 
/called the. attacks “calumnious” 
'and said radio stations were sup- 
posed to disseminate culture and 
| not serve human passions, 


WOMEN B’CASTERS 
SET DISTRICT MEETS 


Washington, Aug. 31. 

| The Assn. of Women Broadcast- 
|'ers of the National Assn. of Broad- 
leasters had scheduled four district 
| meetings this fall. 

|; Pat Griffith, NAB Director of 
| Women’s activities, announced: 
| District 7 will meet Sept. 25-26 at 
|} the Netherland-Plaza hotel, with 
| district chairman Katherine Fox, 
| WLW, Cincinnati, presiding; Dis- 
| trict 10 meets Sept. 28-29 at the 
President hotel, with chairman 
, Anne Hayes, KCMO, Kansas City, 
‘presiding; District 2, Oct. 1-3, at 
the Sheraton hotel, Rochester, 
/N. Y¥., with Sally Work. WBEN, 
Buffalo, as chairman; and District 
13, Nov. 6-7, at the Gunther hotel, 
‘with Chairman Violet Short, KTSA, 
San Antonio, presiding. 

Ruth 
ton, president of AWB, will aitend 
the meetings, and Miss Griffith will 

conduct workshop sessions on gen- 
eral AWB activities and services. 

| AWB has 17 districts in the coun- 
.try, and district meetings in three 
series, similar to those of the NAB, 
are now in progress. 











ABC’s Brace of New 
Co-ops Set fer Sept. 


ABC will throw a couple of more 
entries into the co-op sweepstakes 
this month. 

“Piano Playhouse,” which has 
| been a Saturday afternoon sus- 
_tainer featuring the keyboard duo 


of Cy Walter and Stan Freeman, 


emceed by Milton Cross, will be up 


| for local sponsorship in the 12:30-1. 
p.m, Sunday segment starting Sept. | 


112. 

| “Treasury Show” is being drop- 
/ped out of the 4:30-5 cross-the- 
board spot, with the latter half of 
‘it going to yarnspinner Nelson 
, Olmsted for a co-oped “Your Story 
| for Today” stint. Other 15 minutes 
‘hasn't been assigned. Olmsted de- 
| buts Sept. 13. 


WNEW’s Pygmalion Show 





new fall items. This week it came 
forth with one on “How to Speak 
English” and another 
| oddities. 





Indie will run notices in the per- 
sonal columns of N.Y. papers seek- | 


ing a girl who speaks “genuine 
New Yorkese.” Femme selected 
will be given the Pygmalion treat- 
ment by a speech expert for 13 
weeks on a stanza to be aired Mon- 


Disk session, Fridays 9-9-3090 m 
starting Sept. 10, will invite fist. 
eners to send in old and rare plat- 
ters. Sequence will be titled: 
“Music from Your Attic.” 





Crane, WMAL, Washing- 


The WNEW, N.Y., program idea | 
mill is grinding again, this time on: 


on record 


days, 9-9:15 p.m., starting Sept. 20. | 


Chis Spot Biz 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Spot biz for the fall season regis- 
ters a sharp upward trend, accord- 
ing to orders received by the Chi 
radio stations. New orders and re- 
newals of spot contracts, on 
WMAQ alone, call for a total of 
375 station breaks and 588 one 
minute announcements, with 
WBBM reporting a sock lineup for 
fall, dittoed by WGN, WENR and 
WIND. 

The Illinois Bell Telephone Co., 
through N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., 
‘will air 37 ‘transcribed station 
|breaks and two one-minute par- 
ticipations between Aug. 30 and 
Sept. 19, noon until 11 p.m. on 
WENR, calling attention to the new 
dialing system being put into effect 
in the Chi area. WENR also gets a 
renewal from Dad’s Root Beer Co., 
of their six-a-week station break 
schedule for 52 weeks, starting 
Aug. 31. 

WGN gets seven weekly station 
breaks for 13 weeks, beginning 
Aug. 29 from Eastern Air Lines, 
Inc., Detroit, through Fietcher D. 
Richards Co., Inc., Detroit agency. 
Linco Products renewed the 
“Breakfast Quiz,” 15-minute daily 
show, over WGN, for 52 more 
weeks via Schwimmer & Scott, 
Chicago. 

Largest order for one-minute 
announcements for WMAQ came 
from Procter & Gamble, for spots 
on the Dave Garroway Show, three 
times weekly for 52 weeks, starting 
‘Aug. 23. Six breaks per week for 
20 weeks for both C. A. Briggs 
Co., and Brown and Williamson 
Tobacco, and an eight-week spot 
deal for Headquarters Fifth Army 
Recruiting, are hiking WMAQ’s 
fall spot schedule. Other spot con- 
tracts clinched for WMAQ are 208 
breaks, four weekly for 52 weeks, 
for Bristol-Meyers, Coigate-Palmol- 
ive-Peet, for seven one-minute 
spots weekly for 19 weeks effective 
Aug. 23 through Ted Bates, and 
seven one-minute announcements 
and 3 station breaks. weekly for 39 
weeks starting Aug. 24, through 
William Esty. 


CJBC in Canada Joms 
Ranks of 50kw Stations; 
Shares Aerial With CBL 


Ottawa, Aug. 31. 

CJBC, key station of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp's Domi- 
nion web, ups power to 50,000 
watts and switches frequency to 
860 cycles on Sept. 1. New trans- 
‘mitter is in the same buliding as 
‘the 50kw apparatus of CBL, the 
key station for CBS’s Trans-Can- 
ada net, at Hornby, Ont., near 
Toronto. Unique angle ‘is the 
simultaneous use of a single aerial 
by the two different stations. CBC 
engineers got assists from North- 
ern Electrie and Bell Telephone 
on designing and building setup. 

Since CJBC and CBL transmit- 
ters were both produced by North- 
ern Electric, they are practically 
identical and can be operated by 
the same staff. Emergency power 
supply is installed, ready for im- 
mediate use in case of electricity 
cut by storm or accident. 


CJBC serves 30 basie and 
‘five supplementary outlets on the 
Dominion network, all of them (ex- 
cept CJBC) being independently- 
owned Canadian stations. 
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F Inside Stufl—Radio 


Arthur Godfrey’s large sponsor “family,” composed of execs for 
Gold Seal, National Biscuit Co., Chesterfield and Lipton, and their 
agencies, got together at the Stork club Monday night (30), with CBS 


prexy Frank Stanton hosting, to toast Godfrey on his return to the | 


air that day (from a month’s vacation) and his impending (Tues.) 45th 
birthday. 

During hiS ayem getaway Monday, Godfrey had had fun noting that 
Nabisco, due to pick up the 10:45-11 tab next week, is an “NBC’ p’rod- 
uct, “but it’s on CBS.” For the current week, AG added, “This is the 
Fineshriber fill.” (Fineshriber is a CBS programming exec.) 

Earle McGill, retiring national prexy of the Radio-Television Direc- 
ters Guild, who is in the New York hospital following a critical head 
operation, was. removed from an oxygen tent Monday (30), but isn’t 
expected to be able to see visitors for a couple of weeks. His full 
recuperation probably will take several months. He underwent surgery 
to relieve pressure from stoppage of a blood vessel in the head. 

Before he was stricken, McGill directed plattering of tWo opening 
stanzas for the new Episcopal show, “Great Scenes From Great Plays,” 
which tees off on Mutual Oct. 1. Albert Ward has taken over the cue- 
throwing pending McGill’s return. 





CBS’ final report on its investigation into the murder of George Polk, 
its correspondent in Greece, is being prepared for airing Thursday, 
Sept. 9, at 10:30-11 p.m. Winston Burdette, CBS newsman, who’s been 
probing the mystery, returned to N.Y. last Friday (20) from Athens. 
Burdette and Gen. William J. (Wild Bill) Donovan, wartime OSS chief, 
who also has investigated the murder for the Overseas Press Club, will 
report their findings during the airer in interviews with Edward R. 
Murrow. It’s intimated some surprising revelations will be made by 
the two investigators. 





Nine schools have organized an association to be known as the Uni- 
versity Assn. for Professional Radio Education. Colleges who are af- 
filiating are: University of Alabama, University of Denver, Northwestern 
University, University of Southern California, Syracuse University, 
Temple University, Texas College of Mines, Texas University and the 
University of Tulsa. 

Other colleges may join this association to foster and maintain higher 
standards of professional education. There will be an 11l-man board 
of directors, nine to be selected from university membership and two 
appointed each year by the president of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters. 


Allentown (Pa.) Gets ! 


Two More Stations. 
Allentown, Pa., Aug. 31. | 
Two more radio stations will be- 


gin operations here soon to bring Luxembourg, and is to do a 15- 
the number in this city to five. 


WHOL, to be operated by Allen-;™inute program Sundays 10:45 
town Broadcasting Corp., will be|P.m., starting Sept. 26. Program 





Moffat to Radio Lux 
London, Aug. 24. 
Ralph Moffat has switched from 
American Forces Network to Radio 


,for a 


Baker Back to N. Y. 


Phii Baker and CBS’ “Everybody | 
Wins” show are checking out of | 


Hollywood and will originate the | 
“indefi- | 


stanza from New York 
nitely,” starting Sept. 10. 

Friday night giveaway is bank- 
rolled by Philip Morris. 


Rural Network 
Rolling Neatly 


Ithaca, N.Y., Aug. 31. 

The Rural Radio Network, 
farmer-owned hookup of FM sta- 
tions claiming total coverage of 
80° of New York state, is rolling 
commercially following a little 
over two months’ operation. Web’s 
sales manager, William Ensign, re- 
ports that cross-thc-bonrd news 
shows have been sold to the 
Dairymen’s League and the Co 
operative G.L.F. Exchange.  Lat- 
ter also is bankrolling: a 25-minute 
Sunday newscast. Daily weather 
reports have been bought by the 
National Grange Mutual Liability 
Co. and a 10-minute’ “market 
trends” by the Empire Livestock 
Marketing Assn. 

RRN added its sixth and seventh 
outlets last week when WVBN, 
Turin, one of six stations owned by 





the web, and WSLB-FM, Ogdens- 
burg, started airing net origina- 


tions. The Finch-owned New 
York station, WGHF, is a supple- 
mentary outlet and also feeds the 
skein some of its programs. Link- 
up is entirely via air relay except 
N.-Y.-Ithaca line, Negotia- 


j; tions are currently under way to 
jannex a ninth N. Y. state affiliate 
‘as well as three FM stations in 


New England. 
Starting Oct. 4, the New Haven 


| Clock and Watch Co, will sponsor 


Dr. Chailes Hodges, RRN’s for- 


'eign news analyst, in a 10-minute, 


affiliated with CBS. It expects to will be his regular disk jockey fea- | 


go on the air this week. Studios | ture, 
are nearing completion. WAEB, | Distribution, Ltd., English radio 
owned by Valley Broadcasting | set renting firm. 

Corp., expects to start in October. | Moffat deal is interesting, be- 
It*has taken over a building here |cause two months ago Radio Lux 
and building a transmitter. It will |sold the leading radio store chain 
be affiliated with ABC. jin England. 


to be sponsored by R.A.P. | 


thrice weekly stanza. 
Web extended its broadcasting 


| day, starting at noon, to 9:15 p.m. 


beginning Aug. 15, and has plans 
for a 15-kour broadcast day. 

Basic hourly rate for RRN Class 
A time is at present $259 on a 52- 
week basis. 





Uruguay to Argentine B casters: 
‘It's Happened—And We're Glad’ 


Montevideo, Aug. 27. 

“It happened, and we're glad,” 
sums up, in effect, Urguay’s atti- 
tude toward that “joint declara- 
tion” signed by delegations from 
14 ‘countries at the first plenary 
general session of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Assn., 
cently in Buenos Aires, blasting the 
Peron-controlied Argentine 
setup. 

The Uruguayan’ Broadcasters’ 
Assn. ‘AMDEBU) has just issued 
the following statement: 

First: That this association fully 
restates its confidence in the gen- 
tlemen members that presented the 
resolution, since their moral sol- 
vency places them above any stub- 


radio 


born and interested propaganda 
(campaign). 
Second: That this association 


concurs, as well, in the sentiments 
voiced in the “joint declaration” 
on the present situation of private 
broadcasting in Argentina and on 
the consequences that this situa- 
tion has brought about affecting 
free speech over the radio. 

Third: That in view of the at- 
tacks to which the president of the 
Inter-American association, Goar 
Mestre, was subjected, it is an 
honor to renew the most complete 
solidarity (adherence) to him, and 
that this association rejects the fan- 
tastic imputations against him, 

Fourth: That this association re- 
pudiates, due to its absolute lack 
of truth, the incidence created in 
Buenos Aires concerning the re- 
lease of the already mentioned 
“joint resolution,” agreeing that its 
contents and its spirit are based on 
clear statutory reasons 
oblige the affiliates of the Inter- 


american Association to defend the | 


principles which gave origin to 
their constitution. 


Fifth: And finally this associa- | 


tion would explain that, if the atti- 
tude assumed by the signers of the 
declaration in question was inter- 
preted, intentionally or threugh 


held re-, 


which | 


an error, as interference (med- 
dling) with the internal affairs of 
Argentina, or having as its pur- 
pose to harm the_ international 
prestige of that country, it cannot 
be blamed on those who signed it. 


CBS Buys Hour Show 
To Buck NBC Sat. Nite 
‘Opry’ Hillbilly Stanza 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Monogram Radio Production 
last week pulled two of the out- 
standing network package deals, 
selling CBS a one-hour hillbilly 
Saturday night stanza and also 
selling Mutual web a_ Saturday 
noon folk session. CBS show will 
headline Eddy Arnold, former 
“Grand Old Opry” star and Whit- 
ey Ford, comic of same program, 
both of whom. resigned from 
WSM, Nashville, to take over new 
program, which will put them in 
opposition to their old stanza. 
Monogram is negotiating for 7,000 
seater* Memphis auditorium to seat 
shows when in town. 

Mutual show, which {fs set to 
teeoff from Nashville about Sept. 
1, will star Ernest Tubbs and 
Snooky Lansom in a show called 
“Mainstream, America.” Tubbs is 
also on WSM, but is thought that 
he would retain his part on 
“Grand Old Opry” as his Mutual 
show would not conflict. Lansom, 
also an “Opry” almunus has a 
WSM show, but it would not col- 
lide with the afternoon stanza. 
Both shows will tour as unit and 
make personal appearances in fairs 
and theatres. Monogram will also 
book p.a.’s for the mountain folk. 








Amsterdam, N.Y. — Mortan’s 
Amsterdam’s mens’ store, has pur- 
chased the entire 1949 season of 
broadcasts over WCSS of games 
played by the local Canadian- 
American league baseball club. 
Ray Cheney, program manager of 
WCSS, and Jack Ridder will handle 


ithe play-by-plays. 








=e 


ee 


eeEeiebemaanrenmeeerenemit 








| 





4 


1 ah, THERE'S a woman with her 


| feet on the ground 


Charlotte Adams, we mean: 


an Adams who has a way with the Eves 


CHARLOTTE ADAMs, noted authority on food, family and fireside 


—has joined the famous WOR sisterhood. 


has worked with the Child Study Association. 


“The Charlotte Adams Show” is unique. Includes interviews at 
markets, stores, restaurants. Gives flash news on food prices, 
best buys, style. Has a “help your neighbor” department. All this 


and famous guests, too, at a price no client could resist. 


Looks like a sellout, gentlemen. The time to dial 
LOngacre 4-8000 is NOW. 


No chi-chi artist, she. Strictly feet on the ground. As much help 
to a housewife as a full-time maid. Women from Portland to! 
tuiney know hér name, follow her advice. Does she know food? 
Charlotte Adams has been food editor of the Associated Press 
‘and Look Magazine. Children? She comes equipped with a son; 
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| rw (Oree 
ling prizes dependent in whole or | given network airing, after initially 
in part upon lot or chance.’” | being tabbed for only local release. 


In its original proposed ruling | In addition to the “Hungry Dol- | 











| Radio Reviews 


Nielsen to Shoot the Works 


————aeng Continued from page 25 





‘the FCC invoked authority under lar” series on food prices, which | 


‘two sections of the Act, but in its | tees off Sunday, Sept. 12, at 2 p.m., | 
‘new proposal it invokes four sec- WNBC is blueprinting @ serieS | yeasons for stepping into their re- 





Continued from page 30 


























a distinct disadvantage because of 
slowness in reporting and costli- 
ness of the service. 
Gap Narrowed 

Halving of his reporting time 
will put Nielsen’s Index apace with 
Hoopereports. And while there’s 
no indication that the “complete” 
NRI service will be cheaper—the 
cost may even go up at least 
slightly—recent hikes in Hooper’s 
rates, plus the stiff cost jump he 
proposes next year, narrow the gap 
between the services as to their 
expense to clients. | 

With pointed reference to Hoop- 
er’s recent announcement of pro- | 
posed expansion of his service next | 
year, incorporating projectables, | 
Nielsen declared his National NRI | 
“is no ‘trial balloon’ to test ‘indus- | 
try acceptance.’ A. C. Nielsen Co. | 
is going ahead with an expanded | 
NRI...We are providing the. 
‘ideal’ radio (and television) re- 
search service the industry has | 
specified it needs.” 

Again with obvious reference to 
Hooper, the NRI topper said his 
new service would be a “national, | 
thoroughly representative cross- | 
section of radio homes in cannec- | 
tion with every broadcast — not | 
merely once or twice a year—and 
by a single, indisputable method | 
of operation which is obviously su- | 
perior to any combination of two. 
or more basically dissimilar meas- | 
urements and which users of our | 
service may accept with confi- 
dence.” 

(Hooper, in a detailed “compari- | 
son” of NRI and U. S. Hooperat- | 
ings this month in his Hi-Lights | 
leaflet, asserted, among other | 
things, that “The over-statement in | 
NRI compared with Coin-| 
Diaries in NRI area reveals the 
failure of the NRI audimeter dis- | 
tribution to qualify as properly | 
sampling comparative network cov- | 
erage in the limited area it sam- | 
ples.”’) 


| moves the tape and mails it in 


‘to call) will simultaneously meas- 
lure AM, FM and Television—up to 
|four receivers in a home—all on a 
|single tape. Gradually all present 
|audimeters will be replaced. TV 
|measurement will be inaugurated 
| first in the New, York area, starting 
next May. 

| Nielsen regards extension: of his 
service to agencies as “probably 
'the most significant change” in his 
policy. It’s a field which has been 
left to Hooper in the past. It was 
necessary for at least one of an 
agency’s clients to buy NRI in or- 
der for the agency to get a gander 
at NRI reports. Pitch for agency 
clients hasn’t yet been made by 
NRI, however. Exact rates weren't 
disclosed, but Nielsen indicated 
they would be based on _ the 
agency’s network radio billings. 

A Nielsen official said all rates 
would be “adjusted” and that the 
new three-way spread (agencies as 
well as advertisers and broadcast- 
ers) was expected to provide most 
of the: additional revenue neces- 
sary to finance the expanded serv- 
ice. NRI is “spending plenty” to 
get its New Look into operation, he 
added. 











FCC-Giveaways 


Continued from page 253 jae 








and radio stations stated that they 
would pay no attention to the Com- 
mission’s proposed action since 


FCC had no control. Networks | 


said they did not even intend to 
file briefs with the Commission. 


| Although networks are not li- 


censees, they would soon suffer if 
their affiliates lost licenses. 
Although FCC proposes not to 
grant or renew licenses to lottery 
offenders, it is not .made clear 


rather than waiting for an NRI rep | 


tions of the Act and bases its titled “A World to Win,” in coop- 


authority on guarding the public|eration with the Federation of 
Jewish Philanthropies, to start in 


interest. 


Old Standbys 


t——— Continued from page 1 jase 














grams. But if anything distin- 
guishes the new semester from 
the past decade of seasons, it’s the 
fact that not a single new per- 
sonality is being projected into 
the major programming picture. 


On the talent end it’s the old) 
familiar tune this year, reading 
from left to right, Al Jolson, 
Burns & Allen, Fred Allen, Bob 
Hope, Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, 
Amos ’n’ Andy, Bing Crosby, 
“Giidersleeve” (Hal Peary), Jimmy | 
Durante, Red Skelton, et al. And 
it’s conceded that radio’s plight 
would be sad indeed today if these 
vet showmen had not been able 
to hurd.e the transitions and for 
the most part adapt their show- 
'manship to present-day patterns 
‘and techniques. 


The fact that Goodman and Jane 
Ace are ar ong the new season’s 
commercial entries, via the Gen- | 
eral Foods sponsorship of their 
“Mr. Ace & Jane” show on CBS is | 
cited as ev dence anew that radio, 
{lacking new faces and new talent, 
still depends on the vet kilocycle 
trouper to move. the -sponsor’s 
product off the shelf. 

The definite emergence of Arthur 
Godfrey during the past year as 
one of the more commercially po- 
tent entertainers (his $400,000 plus 
a year strictly-radio income as 
‘top reverue producer is bested 
;only by Walter Winchell) is point- 
;ed to as Case History No. 2 in the | 
| perpetuation of the oldtimer, for | 
jthe Godfrey radio saga goes back 
/more than a score of years. 

As far as “newness” goes in the 


Nielsen said his new Mailable-| either by Commission attorneys or | 149549 radio picture, it’s the “prop- | 


Tape Audimeter (the set owner re- | 
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"On an Island with You" 
"This Time for Keeps" 
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Margery Welles at the Piano x 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 


the Select Committee, whether or 
not the Commission can revoke the 
license of an offender. 

May Go to Federal Court 


Nevertheless it was apparent that 


erty” rather than the personality 
that has made the grade in terms 
,of commercial deals. The dollars- | 
'and-cents payoff on CBS’ newly- | 
sold ‘Our Miss Brooks,” for exam- | 


| October. 


Strong accent on public service public relations 
programming, on which new sta-| Format impressed as having possi- 


| spective fields. Tossing the ques- 
|tions was Richard Roffman, de- 
| scribed as a “radio commentator, 
counsel,” etc. 


tion manager Tom McFadden is | bilities, but at present at has a 


| following through, certainly hasn’t | 


been at the cost of billings. First 
six months of this year saw 
WNBC’s gross take climb far over 
last year to a record high. 











Execs Club 





Edgar Kobak, Mutual’s president; 


'Dorothy Lewis, repping United Na- 


tions radio; Justin Miller, prez of 


ithe National Assn. of Broadcasters; 
|Charles G. Mortimer, Jr., veepee 


of General Foods and chairman of 
the Ad Council; Herbert L. Pettey, 


‘exec director of WMGM (WHN); 


Elliott M. Sanger, exec veepee of 
WQXR; Frank Stanton, CBS prexy; 
Nathan Straus, prez of WMCA; 
Eugene S. Thomas, prez of the 
Sales Executives Club (but moving 
to Washington, D. C., soon as man- 


‘ager of WOIC, TV); Niles Tram- 


mell, prez of NBC, and Mark 
Woods, ABC prexy. 

William S. Hedges, NBC, and 
Robert D. Swezey, Mutual, both 
past REC heads, have been ap- 
pointed on a consultation commit- 
tee. Other committee chairmen: 
Murray Grabhorn, ABC, member- 


iship; R. J. Teichner, NBC, finance; 
Joseph H. Ream, CBS, laws and 


by-laws; James L. Cox, BMI, house 


‘committee; Lionel Colton and Hy | 
Reiter, attendance; M. H. Shapiro, | 


publicity. 
Cott has surrounded himself with 


'a program planning committee 


composed of Haverlin, Arthur Hull 
Hayes (WCBS), Dick Pack 


|\(WNEW), Don Hamilton (WOR), 


Seymour Siegel (WNYC), Jim 
Gaines (NBC) and Jim Cox (BMD). 


Kobak 


Continued from page 25 




















| number of rough edges. 

| Second installment in this series 
Thurs. (26) had as its guests an of- 

| fice equipment manufacturer, an 

inventor of a touch typing system 

; and a woman fashion stylist. Manu- 


| facturer digressed somewhat from 
| the topic at hand for he stressed 


g Continued from page 26 ae | his hobby of verse writing rather 


than his_ trade. Typing en- 
|trepreneur amusingly explained 
|his teaching technique as simple 
|for its “utter concentration and 
| you can’t miss.” Couturier, who 
| operates an East 53rd street, N. Y., 
| dress shop, offered little other than 
| the fact that she was “always in- 
terested in clothes.” 

If Roffman had plied his sub- 
| jects with more carefully chosen 
questions and handled the guests 
|more artfully the results might 
; have been more lucrative. Of 
course 15 minutes is a limited time 
| span, and in view of that exigency 
perhaps better rehearsal would ob- 
_viate the necessity of cutting some 
|of the interviewees short.  Inci- 
dentally, the guests win a break in 
| more than one way for they’re re- 
| warded with substantial plugs for 
| their individual businesses. 
Gilb. 
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Robert Q. Lewis did a swell job 
as replacement for Arthur Godfrey 
during the latter’s vacation from 
his CBS chores. Lewis, who start- 
‘ed as a straight disk jockey, but 
whose lack of inhibitiion shunted 
him into comedy roles, filled God- 
frey’s shoes ably on virtually every 
one of his 11 a. m. broadcasts heard 
during the period Godfrey was at 
,ease. He’s fast with a quip, alert 
| to situations from which a laugh 
, can be wrung, and sets up situation 
| comedy with the polish of an ex- 
perienced mikeman. 











the issue must finally wind up in a | ple, stems from an idea, rather 


'Number” were going to work out | — 


Federal Court for decision. 


The Commission restated its in- 
tention of accepting briefs on the 
|matter up to Sept. 10, and of hold- 
‘ing hearings or oral arguments 
should such be necessary. It asked 
‘for an original and 14 copies of all 
statements. 

The Commission proposes to pro- 
mulgate rules similar in form to 
the Chain Broadcasting Regula- 
tions. These proposed rules, the 
Commission said, are “‘designed to 
assist the Commission, licensees, 
and other interested persons in giv- 
ing effect to the public policy em- 
| bodied in the determination of Con- 
gress that the United States should 
|not ‘permit any radio station li- 
censed and regulated by the gov- 
‘ernment to engage in such unlawful 
practices.’ ”’ 

AM, FM and tele broadcasting 
are included in the proposed rule 
to eliminate “certain types of pro- 
grams which the Commission be- 
lieves are clearly prohibited by 
Section 316 of the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, which 
makes criminal the broadcast of 
‘any advertisement of or informa- 
tion concerning any lottery, gift 











enterprise, or similar scheme, offer- 
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BS **Ed’s wife must have put Wheaties 
in his lunch box again!” 


'than the projection of a new per- | this problem—but they’ll have to. | 
‘sonality, much as “My Friend! Asked if he’d be for axing 
‘Irma” did before it. That goes, too, | ‘Three for the Money” if it had 
\for the wholesale wave of giveaway | sponsorship, Kobak contended, 
| shows—variations on a bank night | ‘I'd still do it.” The time has come, 
|theme with the telephone gimmick | he explained, ‘“‘when we've decided 
‘rating star billing rather than any we’ve got to be right with our- 
one personality. | selves. We're having all our pro- 
| Oddly enough, one “name” does grams analyzed what changes 
emerge to stake a claim as a new should be made in them, or 
coast-to-coast bigtime personality, whether they should be dropped. 
but the oddity lies in the fact that | We look upon this whole matter as 
he’s not a performer, but a direc-|a problem the industry itself ‘thas 
tor, entrusted (at $1,500 a week) | got to face up to. We don’t need 
with the task of converting a last- | the FCC to tell us what is right 
season flop into something that will | or wrong. It’s the NAB’s job, The 
justify its $15,000 weekly talent industry has accepted its code and 
nut. He’s Fleteher Markle, whose | Mutual is going to do its best to 
stylized treatment of the CBS “Stu- | live up to it. Maybe these give- 
dio One” productions last year en-| aways are entertainment, as they 
abled him to emerge as probably |claim in some quarters—but we 
the only '47-’48 distinctive and cre-| think the NAB ought to decide 
ative personality. It resulted in his | exactly what the code, means by 
switchover to Kenyon & Eckhardt | ‘buying’ audiences.” 

as director of the new “Ford The: |. 
atre” series, which moves into a i] 
‘Friday night CBS berth this fall. 
It's conceded that “Ford Theatre,” | Berle’s $54 000 
as Markle’s “baby,” will fall or rise | 3 

on the Markle technique and as Continued from page 1 

such is the show to watch in the | extra show given by Berle on Sat- 
pUpeomirs seaqee. ? urday night. An extra late show 


{| was to have been given Friday (27), 
W N B Cc but was called off on account of the 
| Continued from page 26 























over-100 temp which would have 
put too great a strain on the 
comedian. However, with lower 
all-day “Salute” to neighboring | thermometers predicted for the 
cities. The station took its first latter part of this week, Berle will 
bows in the documentary field last | do a third show Friday, Saturday 
fall with a four-part series on the | and Sunday which will probably 
housing dilemma. |inerease the gross by a not in- 
Since then, the flagship has pro- | considerable sum. 
duced a raft of “cause” shows,| One of the reasons for Berle’s 
usually with star names, such as | king-sized biz is a $5 minimum. Or- 
“Miracle Over. Main Street” (in dinarily this would scare off cafe- 
support of the Marshall Plan) with goers, but it didn’t hurt Berle’s 
Jimmy Stewart; “Visit from Wil- b.o. — 
liam,” (on safety) with. Melvyn| During the forthcoming fall and 
Douglas; “Having a Wonderful winter season, Berle is expected to 
Time,” (for European children) hit another $400,000 year. He’s 
with Jeanne Cagney; “In the been signed by Texaco for a radio 
Streets” (for the Fresh Air Fund) and television show, and at the 
with Paul Kelly; “Salvation Nell,” conclusion of these, he may hit 
| (on the Salvation Army) with Helen | cafes again at $15,000 or more 
| Hayes, and “Death on a Weekend” | weekly. He's getting the 15G sum 
(on accident prevention) with Jinx | at the Latin Quarter, where he'll 
| and Tex McCrary. Latter stanza, | play for thre: weeks. 
_aired July 4 weekend, is to be re-. 
prised on the upcoming Labor Day Chicago — Edward Skotch, pro- 
| weekend. — ; duction manager of WENR, Chica- 
High caliber of production in-' go, switches across the street to 
jected into these programs has become production director, 
been attested by the fact that more | WENR-TV, effective Sept. 1. Burr 
than half a dozen of them were Lee repiaces at WENR. 

















You can put The 

Texas Rangers, stars 

# of stage, screen and 

! radio, to work for your 
products — your client, 


Over the past few years 
The Texas Rangers have 
done an outstanding sell- 
ing job on both small and 
large stations — over four 
straight years for two dif- 
ferent breweries, five years 
for a bakery, over five 
years for a dairy. 


The Texas Rangers are’ 
America’s largest and fin- 
est group, playing and 
singing Western tunes. 
Their music is transcribed 
vertically for high fidelity; 
ideal for either FM or AM. 


They are priced right 
for your market and your 
station. 


Wire, Write or Phone 
for Complete Derails 
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- Personnel Changes 


| Duquesne Beer Show 
Almost Brews Disaster 























Boston—Wilbur Edwards, west- 
ern sales manager in the Chicago 
office of CBS’ Radio Sales, will 


transfer here Sept. 7 as new as- 
sistant general manager of Colum- 
bia-owned WEEI. Edwards went 
from the WCBS (N.Y.) sales staff 
to the Chicago position in Novem- 
ber 1945. 

He’ll be succeeded in Chi by 
Gordon Hayes, who has been his 
assistant there. 


rigus as public affairs and special 
events director; R. G. Giradin as 
program manager (he was formerly 
production manager), and his as- 
sistant, T. H. Calhoun, as his suc- 
cessor in production. 





Woonsocket, R. I.—Garo W. Ray, 
majority stockholder in WWON, 
has assumed personal direction of 
the station following resignafion of 
Mitchell Stanley. Ray speaks six 
languages, an asset in this city 
where 85% of the population is 
bilingual. He finds his linguistie 
talents valuable, for instance, in 
doing a man-in-the-street show for 
WWON. 

Station has added Gene Rous- 
seau as production manager and 
Hope Somerby as program direc- 
tor. 





Columbus, O. — Neil Collins has 
been named sales and promotion 
manager of WVKO-FM. He’s been 
an account exec in the public re- 
Jations department of Byer & Bow- 
man, a Columbus ad agency. 





Peoria—Fred C. Mueller, mana- 
ger of WEEK, has been named vee- 


pee and director of West Central |. 


Broadcasting Co., owner of WEEK. 
In a reorganization of officers, for- 
mer Gov. Robert S. Kerr of Okla- 
homa retained the position of 
chairman of the board and D. A. 
McGee was named president. 


Reorganization came about after 
the transfer of capital stock of 
West Central from E. K. Gaylord 
and associates of the Oklahoma 
Publishing Co. to Robert S. Kerr 
and associates of the Kerr-McGee 
Oil Industries, Inc. 





Fort Worth — Melvin S. Stahl- 
man has joined the staff of WBAP 
as publicity assistant to Jack 
Rogers, director of public relations, 
promotion and merchandising. 





San Antonio—Don Gordon, for 
the past 10 years a member of the 
announcing staff of WFAA, has 
joined the announcing staff here 
of KTSA. 





El Paso—Ken Hooker has joined 
the announcing staff of KSET. He 
comes here from KTYL, Mesa, 
Ariz., where he was program di- 
rector. 





Cleveland — Jack Barker, one 
time Broadway musical comedy 
singer, is new addition to WJMO 
sales staff under Robert De Tchon. 
Has been doing sales promotion 
since throat operation curtailed his 
stage career in 1935. . 

Bob Athern, former station man- 
ager of KBOW, Butte, Montana, 
moved here to become WJMO’s 
program and special events direc- 
tor. Same station has appointed 
Herman Spero publicity director, 
but he will continue handling his 
own two-a-week gabfest show, 
“Spinning the News,” sponsored by 
retail dress shop. 

Al Stone, librarian from WGAR 
here, is shifting to WJMO to 
handle its library when Wade 
Whitman resigns. to take an out 
of town job this month. 





Yankton, S. D.—Jolin Paul, ex- 
KRNT, Des Moines and previously 
with the U.P. and Daily News in 
Chicago, is a newcomer on 
WNAX’s news staff. 





Kansas City — New faces at 
KMBC-KFRM include Hal Harvey 
on the announcing side, and George 
Morris on the sales force. Harvey 
has been assigned as a newscaster 
on KFRM, outstate Kansas affiliate 
of KMBC. His addition to the staff 
makes two regular newsmen for 
KFRM, Henry Wheat having joined 
the staff several weeks ago. 

Sam Bennett, vice president and 
Sales director, announced Morris 
appointment last week. The new- 
comer will handle retail sales in 
K.C, He’s a former Denver adver 


|formerly with WKLX. Lexi 
WEEI has also named F. H. Gar- rts stat 


‘As-Flash-Pa. Gets Rain 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 31. 
| Quick action of KDKA. tech- 


tising agency man. 


and it ati 
the Univ. of Denver. a gra of | 





Louisville — James R. Finegan, | 
former sports writer for the Louis- | 
ville Times, has been appointed 
sports director of WHAS, sueceed- 
ing George Walsh, who goes to 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia, as sports- 
| caster. For 11 months, Finegan has 
been assistant sports director 
under Walsh. Phil Sutterfield, 


saved one of the featured events 
last week of the Golden Jubilee 
celebration of Monessen, Pa., from 
turning into a fiasco. Entire com- 
pany of Duquesne Beer show had 
journeyed 30 miles to the Western 
Pennsylvania steel town for a spe- 
cial broadcast and its regular Fri- 
day night commercial. 

Just as outdoor broadcast got 
under way, rain spattered down in 
bucketsful. Technicians Walter 
Giaus and Buck Dice at Monessen 
and Charles Bickerton, Clyde Reed 





Ky. has joined WHAS sports staff 





Denver—Bob Davis, veteran an- 
nouncer in midwest radio circles 
and onetime chief announcer at 
KVOR, Colorado Springs, has 
joined the announcing staff of KLZ, 
Denver. 


along with announcer Brant, also at 
the studio, immediately swung into 





| program they had previously made 
at the rehearsal. They put it on 





orch and soloists stuck to their 
Ray Green, who's had several | places under a_ shelter, going 
heart attacks in past two years, was through the motions, and no one 
felled by another one late last i outdoor audience realized when 
Wednesd (25) ni | the live show stopped and the 
nescay night, and has|transcribed one began although it 
been bedded ever since. Green! was later announced it had been a 
had been working on a new 15-/| transcription. 
minute, five-a-week series of tran-| Producer Everett Neill made it 
scribed shows, titled “It’s a Great | possible for the show to be heard 
Show.” Series, featuring Jackie | over the public address system in 
Gleason, is recorded from niteries, | Monessen by holding the mike in 
clubs, theatres, etc. and _ last! front of his automobile receiver. 
Wednesday Green scheduled four | 
from as many N. Y. spots, and! San Antenio—Paul William Mif- 
overexertion, plus the heat, floored | sud has joined the program and 





| 


|nicians and announcer Biil Brant | 


,and Bill Stefan, in the studios, | 


|action with a transcription of the | 


Ray Green Stricken | the loudspeakers at once, while the | 


| 





Station Promotion 


a a 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. gram included Roy Jackson and 
WCCO is heavily plugging its|the Northwesterners, the George 
allout effort in giving customers | Bruns trio and vocalists Dick Reed 
at Minnesota State fair, this week, | and Ray Mills. Bill Hansen, sta- 
a look at broadcasting. Fair an | sted Oe eee eer a 
ro iat more than a million sued by KEX to 3,000 persons. 
Station not only has centrally Boo sginrnae 3 pee poe arene i 
located broadcasting booth in con-| gram by KEX talent was handed 
tinuous operation, but has moved fair goers from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
great majority of local shows to 
fair grounds arenas, a project en- | 
oe trouble and . Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
Local programs take up most of | te ee ee Fair = 
afternoon hours and good part of staging many of their broadcasts 
the evening. Among arrangements on the fair grounds instead of in 
were plans to get performers their studios as usual. 
through fair crowds to their as-| WCCO’s Cedric Adams’ noon- 
signments on time. \time news, Bob DeHaven’s Date, 
Booth giveaways include 50,000 Darragh Aldrich show, Clellan 
WCCO-label thimbles for visiting Card’s man-on-the-street, “Sum- 
housewives. mer Session” and “Open House 
Most other stations also have | Show are all originating from the 


: fair grounds. WCCO also has 
arranged for special broadcasts | syecjal broadcasts from the fair 
and booth operations at fair | grandstand and farm exhibits, with 
grounds. Traffic and other com-'[arry Haeg, its agricultural expert, 
| plications pretty well nullify other | handling the latter. 
/promotions for the week. The John Ford platter show, 
a Sings pe eres > ar abe a 
EX’ ‘Parad lent’ shows are originating from _ the 
= Sostinea Gon. hae vt 31, |fair. WLOL has three, WMIN 
Kex’ “Kay West” Day last Wed- | eight, KUOM six and KSTP three 
nesday (25) at the Multnomah | Shows originating at the fair. 
County Fair pulled more than 20,-| KSTP-TV also is giving the fair 
000 persons and was the biggest | xtensive coverage. 
day in the history of the annual 
| Gresham, Ore., event. Station drew! Boston--WCOP, Hub’s ABC out- 
| the crowd with a two-week barrage | let, has added a new show on its 
,announcing the KEX “Parade of | Saturday a.m, schedule aimed at 
| Talent” show at the fair grounds | the moppet listeners. Program of 











State Fair Tieup 











him. | announcing staff of KYFM. He was | headlined by the KEX women’s childrens’ stories called “Professor 
, Green’s reported much improved | formerly on the announcing staff | director, “Kay West.” | Teeny’s Adventures” hit the air 
since. ‘of KCOR. ' Other KEX talent on the pro-' Sat. (28) for 15 minutes at 10 a.m. 
be gene A | 








Chicago’s most sponsored station for 22 years! 










































Still another reason why WBBM has been 


“WBBM SWEEPS UP 75% MORE DOLLARS” 


...say C. A. Boushelle & Sons, Chicago’s most 
modern rug cleaning company. And they 
KNOW! Twenty-two months ago, they started 
using a typical WBBM origination—the House- 
wives’ Protective League, conducted by Paul 
Gibson. Ever since, Boushelle & Sons have been 
cleaning up big (and steadily increasing) profits 
—the biggest in their history—at an advertising 
cost of only 13¢ per dollar returned! 


Specific results: 

75% TOTAL INCREASE IN VOLUME OF BUSINESS 
IN ONE YEAR! 

22 CONSECUTIVE MONTHLY INCREASES IN VOL- 
UME OF BUSINESS!* 

26% BIGGER ORDERS PER CUSTOMER! 


51% MORE CUSTOMERS! 


Significant sidelight: in a trade subject to sharp 
seasonal slumps, Boushelle & Sons are now doing 
a bang-up business all year ’round. Thanks to 
50,000-watt WBBM. 

Delivering high returns at low cost—scoring 
measurable results—is a WBBM habit, and has 
been for the past 22 years. That’s why adver- 
tisers place more business on WBBM than on 
any other Chicago station. That’s why YOU be- 
long on WBBM. 





*Over corresponding months in previous year, 


Chicago's Stiowmanship Station WBBM 


50,000 WATTS « COLUMBIA OWNED 
REPRESENTED BY RADIO SALES 
RADIO STATIONS REPRESENTATIVE, CB. 
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cago to consider local problems 
which would then be cleared in 
N. ¥. 

Plan B_ suggested 
merger of all 4 A unions, © “esent 
branches continuing with o.. vard 
covering radio, theatre, concert 
music, films, variety and video. 
Entailed single treasury, 
office and three regional boards 


aieleumenmnel 





complete 


with highest echeion the Interna- | 


tional Board. Thus three produc- 
tion centers of N. Y., L. A. and 
Chicago would have regional 
boards with power to handle all 
but top policy questions in their 
jurisdiction. Final policy huddles 
in International Board. 


Plan C, quickly shelved, sought 
to revitalize the 4 A’s and continue 
the multiple card system with mul- 
tiple treasuries. Lack of central 
housing, no specific solution to the 
television problem involving juris- 
diction and other examples of loose 
and amorphous structure, as well 
as lack of power to battle Tait- 


Hartley, ete., kept it out of the. 


running. 


Aside from benefits accruing | 


from central authority and diminu- 
tion of red tape, AFRA delegates 
point out merger could lead to ex- 
pansion in related fields still par- 
tially organized or not organized 
at all. Cite as examples small radio 
stations, carnies, circuses, ete., but 
seems clear merger aimed likewise 
at other unions outside the 4 A’s 
that are closely related. 
Tele Big Factor 


Biggest reason for AFRA’s pre- 
occupation with problems of 
merger lies in jurisdiction over 
video unions when television labor 
problems begin to show trend. 
Anxious to avoid any jurisdictional 
strife or, more probably, uncertain 
how video may effect plenty of 
A¥RA members who might not 
make the video grade when video 
begins to cut seriously into AM 
operation, AFRA wants a clearcut 
policy to establish its paternity— 
and now. 


qually important in the merger | 


movement is,AFRA’s hatred and 
fear of the T-H law. Like labor in 
general, AFRA believes the first 
year was the easiest and that the 
law won't realiy show its teeth until 
things get tough. When employ- 
ment, prices and wages start drop- 
ping and competition develops Jor 
jobs, AFRA figures it isn’t going to 
be so easy to work under T-H. 
Thus, it reasons, a powerful asso- 
ciation of 4 A unions and as many 
others in related fields as can be 
-induced to join even if AFRA loses 
‘some of its autonomy, is a step to- 


ward forging a real weapon for the | 


fovihcoming T-H battle. 
in meantime delegates were ex- 
hovied te work politically against 


any T-H supporters of local can-| 
didates supporting state labor or- | 
Zanizations. One resolution brought | 
in directed AFRA’s bulletin “On. 


the Air” to print voting record of 
entire 80th Congress. Another, 
brought in by Hub delegation, cited 
November referendums in Massa- 
chusetts as anti-labor and _ re- 
solved AFRA help defeat the bills. 


Several other resolutions likewise | 


attacked state and national laws 
or proposed laws they figure anti- 
union. 


Flock of New Contracts 


Main AFRA squawk ?* T-II so 
far is regulation involvin_ election 
for certification for union shops 
and the delays in hearings on un- 
fair labor practice charge when 
brought by AFRA. A. Frank Reel. 
assistant executive secretary 
charged employers got speedy ac- 
tion while unions got the run 
around. 

In spite of this, Reel admitted 
ArRA gained five new locals 
(Philly, Indianapolis, Ft. Wayne, 
Albuquerque and Peoria) and five 
new chapters (Syracuse, Sioux 
City, Pueblo, New Orleans and La- 
Crosse), and placed 26 AFRA con- 
tracts in stations not previously 
having contracts. Specified defeats 
for AFRA however, in the case of 
WOWO, Ft. Wayne, which won a 
union shop but which still hasn’t 
goi a contract, and WRAL, Raleigh, 
still out, and other cases where 
NLRB has failed to act. 

As a result, convention passed a 
resolution recommending that 
AFRA test the Unfair Stations 
clause in the network codes. Clause 

rendered illegal by T-H, 
but AFRA figures parts of clause 


_ May be legal in case of WRAL 


‘Where AFRA, duly certified under 
_ * "‘T-H, is still locked out as a bar- 
agency. Resolution was 


central | 


AFRA Spearheads 4A’s Merger | 


———. (gntinued from page 27 








brought in by Rochester, currently | 


| having similar trouble. 


Other resolutions resulting from | 


‘the four-day convention, which 
| draggs } through Sunday night, 
‘asked AF of L to carry out its 
| pledged program vs T-H; memo- 
| yialize Congress to take measures 
to reinstitute national price con- 
trol, begin a long-range housing 
problem and strengthen existing 
| rent control laws. , 

Ninth annual convention § ar- 
rangements, which included a 
' shore dinner on Sheraton roof and 
| a ball featuring Ben Grauer as m.c. 
iwith bits by Minerva Pious, Hope 
| Emerson, Lanny Ross, Ray Dorey 
land others, made by Art Hall of 
| WHDH, Stan Shaw of WCOP, Gus 
| Saunders of WNAC and Vern Wil- 


| liams of WNAC. 


WLWT Nabs Sponsor On 
Midget Auto Racing 


Cincinnati, Aug. 31. 
Continuing to make a try with 
|everything that comes along in the 
'wav of sports, WLWT this week 
ladded midget auto racing to its 
l\long list of video schedulings. The | 


| miniature gas buggies churn on 
|Tuesday nights at a new track 12 
lmiles from Cincy. Schoenling| 
'Brewing Co., through Ritt’s agency, 


|both local, is sponsoring the tele | 





series, with Red Thornburgh, | 
|\WLWT sports director, doing the 
| chatter. 


| 
| For the football season the Cros- | 
|ley station will televise all home 
games of the University of Cin-| 
\cinnati and four tilts on the home | 
‘schedule of Xavier University of | 
Cincy. Tagging of Xavier games| 
will be by Hamilton County Auto 
and Truck Sales and the Seventh | 
Street Tire and Service Co. 

















| Lamb 
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/advertiser interested in  bankrol- 
'ling the season. 

Despite the fact that Erie is a 
one-channel city which won’t have 
/local TV until WICU debuts, citi- 
|zenry is already teleminded, some 
500 sets having been sold here be- 
cause, on a strong breeze, TV sig, 
_nals get through from Buffalo. In 
ijhis two Erie dailies, however, | 
| Lamb has repeatedly urged local-| 
‘ites not to invest in sets until 
| WICU pows, on the ground that 
they won't get satisfactory service 














' Admiral Radio’s NBC 
: Tele Show as Part Of 


$2,000,000 Splurge Hallmark dramatic show to Dee Engelbach....Don Quinn is quitting 


Chicago, Aug. 31. | “The McGees” in two years after 15 years of turning out the scripts, 
Admiral Corp. has pacted 52-/ in recent years with Phil Leslie. Says he wants to devote his time to 
|week contract with NBC eastern | creative work along literary lines for radio, television, books and plays 
tele network for half-hour pack-| | Eldise McElhone rejoining “Leave It to the Girls” to pep up the 
age, 7.30-8 p.m. (EST) Sunday) panel. Binnie Barnes drops off to join her husband, Mike Frankovitch, 
nights. Format of the program 1s | jn Italy, where he is doing picture work....Larry Gelbart and Larry 
still indefinite, with agency, Crut- | Marx are newest additions to the revamped writing staff for Bob Hope 
‘tenden & Eger, viewing variety | . Harry Maynard moving over to KTLA as sales manager after four 
‘and film for opener Oct. A — | years with BBD&O, the last year as Coast television director. 
will promote company’s tele sets | 


and will be part of $2,000,000 pro- | IN CHICAGO re. 


motion campaign by Admiral for |~* ; ha 

the viewers, most of which will be Ed Prentiss set for arother “Captain Midnight” series starting Sept. 
in dealer co-op ads. Stations used 20, MBS, for Ovaltine... .Jack Fulton, former WBBM musician and 
will include Richmond, Washing- | present house orch leader at Chicago theatre collabed with Dick Cun- 
iton, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New | liffe, WBBM musician-composer on pop tune “O’Leary Is Leery Of 
| York, Boston, Schenectady. Falling in Love’’....Betty Drangle, WBBM receptionist, moving to York 
Company is also planning to use | Pa., where new hubby, Bob Riddell is radio announcer.: ..Stewart- 
‘other nets, and in the meantime, | Ashby Coffee, through Roche, Williams & Cleary, renews Paul Harvey 
\will service other tele areas, with | and the news, for 52 weeks, WENR, Sundays, 10 p.m.....Zenith Radio 
| lm shot from NBC show. Corp. reports estimated net operating profits ot $104,969 for three 
| Company is also shooting 11) months ending July 31....Paul Whiteman conducts ABC orch doing 
| spots to be used on video, rang-| “Rhapsody In Blue” for debut of ABC’s Chi Tele outlet, WENR-TV, 


the Production Centres | 


Continued from page 26 








From 














ling from 40 to 100 second com- | Friday, Sept. 17, from network’s new Civic studio....Everett Lande, 
'mercials. Eddy. Sherwood, Ad-| WIND sales force, dolling up new home on two-week vacash time... . 
miral advertising exec, is directing | Fahey Flynn, WBBM announcer, cooling off in Michigan. ...C. Leonard 


Johnson joins Morris F. Swaney, Inc., as comptroller....Don Elder, 


roduction at Wilding studios. 
P i . _| WMAQ sportscaster, and John Erp, newsroom staffer and writer, sport- 








| differ 
| country. 
|like an overall plan, such as al- 


=a such a plan is not simple. 


‘account. 





Spectrum 
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an FCC employee to make a.treaty 
with a foreign government. Trea- 
ties are generally made with the 
consent of the Senate and by the 
President. Spokesmen say FCC is 
fearful of an oral argument where 
this issue might be brought up— 
and during an election year. With 
a conference the Commission can 
control what comes up. 

The Commission also proposes to 
study proposed use of directional 
antenna, also brought up at the 
June hearings. A general country 
wide allocation plan is compiicated 
by the fact that mountains, valleys, 
trees and other natural phonomena 
in different parts of the 
The Commission would 


ready announced, but conditions 
are rapidly making it apparent that 
Con- 
ditions in various sections must 
be studied separately. 

Conclusions from the proposed 
conference. may firm up industry’s 
stand that the Commission must 
permit directional antenna and 
take tropospheric propagation into 
Further, it is possible 
present allocation plans may have 
to be changed. 


Radio people feel that estab- 


|lished stations in large cities will 
not be affected, but eonstruction 
permits in smaller locals may be 
shifted and changed in order to 





until then. 
__ Lamb, incidentally, reports his | 
| WTRT-FM (affiliate of WTOD), | 
Toledo, is now operating in the. 
‘black—a claim only a small per- | 
/ centage of FMers can make to date | 
_—despite the fact it’s programmed | 
separately from WTOD. Station | 
has done it, Lamb says, by going. 
in heavily for local sports coverage. 











‘Dangerous Man’ 


Continued from page 23 


Aug. 23, DuMont sent the show out | 
live on the network that night but 
|}recorded it on film for transmis- 
| sion Sunday over WABD, its N. Y. 
|outlet. Quality of the DuMont film 
' was slightly better than NBC's but. 





| was still inferior to a live produc-| 


tion. Use of the process under 
those circumstances, however, was 
| probably a good idea.) 


As for NBC’s play, it represented | 


‘one of the first black marks 
,checked up against Coe, who can 


/usually be counted on for better. 


‘things. Cast, selected by Owen 
‘Davis, Jr., and directed by Coe, 
was good. William Post, Jr., did 
an okay job in the dual role of the 
political bigwig and Booth. Ben 
| Lackland overplayed slightly his 
‘role as the party’s press agent but 
Guy Sorel was fine as the news- 
|paper editor. The play is still the 
‘thing, though, and “A Dangerous 
al. 


/Man” wasn’t. 





Columbus—With the opening for 
WVKO, city’s first independent FM 
station, set for some time in Oc- 

‘tober, general manager Bob French 
‘has announced the appointment ot 
two key men to his staff. Neil 
Collins, formerly on staff of WHK- 
WCLE and WGAR in Cleveland 
and WDZ, ‘fuscola, Ill., has been 


‘named sales and promotion man-: 


‘ager and Bert Charles, sports 
gabber and, public service director 
for WAKR, Akron, has been ap- 
pointed program and sports direc- 
tor. 


'on tele shows. 
| America, 


give better tele service throughout 
the country. CP holders would 
suffer if such should happen. 








Talent Agencies 


Continued from page 29 
making bigger splashes in the 


| video field. For example, General 
Artists Corp., last week assigned | 


Harry Anger to be in charge of 
placement of vaude and cafe acts 
Music Corp. of 
sometime ago, ~ put 
Johnny Greenhut into a similar 
job. 

The Mark Leddy agency took on 
the task of funneling talent to the 
Ed Sullivan “Toast of the Town” 
show. 

From current activity, it’s evi- 
dent that nearly all talent offices 
will eventually have to go into 
television in a bigger way despite 


the fact that such activity will not | 


pay off for some time. They'll 
haveto start video departments if 
only to preserve what they already 
have. 





Orrin Towner Cited 


Louisville. Aug. 31. 

Orrin W. Towner, téchnical di- 
-rector WHAS, received the Presi- 
dential 
{service during World War IT at 
{ceremonies in the WHAS studios 
‘last week. 
' Towner was assigned to the Air- 
Borne instruments Laboratory of 
the Columbia University Division 
of War Research from 1942 until 
'1945, serving part of the time as 
director of the Alhambra, Calif., 
branch laboratory. 





Boston — Marie H. Houlahan. 
public relations director at WEEI, 
‘Hub’s CBS outlet, has recently 
been elected President of New Eng- 
land Woman's Press Assn. 


| ee 


Certificate of Merit for. 


ing minny engraved gold footballs from the Chi Cards, in appreciation 
of efforts in promoting professional football....Gerald Vernon, ABC 
coordinator of tele-sales, sparking up “Why Advertisers Should Go Into 
Television Now” discussion by Chi Tele council....WTMJ broadcasts 
| from Wis. Centennial viewed by over 100,000 during three-week run 
| ....Ralston Purina Co. renews its “‘Tom Mix” series, starting Sept. 27 
for 52 weeks, over WGN-MBS, originating from Chi. 

| Norman Felton, production chief, NBC, vacations for a week.... 
| Dorothy Miller, WBBM educational director, off on Caribbean cruise 
| .... Dolores Marshall, soprano and former script typist at WGN, guesis 
'as star of “Nine Tonight,” Friday, Sept. 3, 9-9:30 p.m., on WGN- 
| WGNB... .Betty Ross, assist. director of public relations, NBC, off on 
one-weeker to beat the heat....Mike Barkas and Dave Chantler join 
| WBBM continuity staff.... Arsene Seigel, WIND organist, readying the 
| score of a modern symphonic piece . Paul Fogarty, talent scout, lin- 
| ing up Monica Lewis, Sonny Mars, dancers Florence and Frederic and 
Clifford Guest for tele review, WGN-TV, Sept. 1....Lever Bros. takes 
over “Julian Bentley and News,” beginning Sept. 30, a WBBM daily 
feature... Bill Kutch, station manager, WMMJ, Peoria, visiting MBS 
midwest offices here. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


' NAB has compiled a directory of open end transcriptions available 
for local sponsorship, including -prices. Material is being mailed to 
| Station managers... .Funds for the purchase of four television receivers 
for Washington area hospitals have already been received by Bill 
Herson of WRC (the NBC-owned outlet). Herson has been conducting 
a campaign on the air to get contributions to purchase video sets for 
hospitals James E. Burke, of Stewart-Warner, has been named chair- 
man, and E. E. Loucks, of Zenith Radio, vice-chairman of the Radio 
Manufacturers Assn., export committee for the next year. Primary job 
for the next year is to promote overseas sales of American-built tele- 
vision receivers... Arden E. Swisher, formerly of KRNT, the Cowles 
station in Des Moines, has been appointed sales manager of Station 
| WOL here, replacing William D. Murdock, who has resigned because of 
poor health. ...Les Sand will serve as emcee for the New Crown Capers 
over WWDC each Sunday morning. Show starts Sept. 5....Fred L. 
| Karpin, who conducts the weekly bridge lessons over WTTG, the Du- 
_mont television key station here, will have a series of articles based 
on his bridge book released to over 500 newspapers by the NEA service 
_....National Brewing Co. of Baltimore will sponsor the nine-game 
_ schedule of the pro football Baltimore Colts, to be telecast over WTTG. 
| Baily Goss will describe the games... John Ball, who conducts the 
‘only daily column in the U. S. on records, has begun broadcasting over 
| WOL .. Fourth Annual Radio Workshop sponsored by WTOP (CBS 
owned 50,000 watter) for the benefit of D. C. public schools, opened 
Monday and runs to Sept. 10. Mrs. Hazel Kenyon Markel, WTOP-CBS 
director of education, is supervising... .A “Truth or Consequences” 
, contestant, Billy Snyder, in Washington today (1) and tomorrow collect- 
,ing signatures on a petition asking the Postoffice Dept. to recognize 


Hollywood as a postoffice. He is being aided by five models recruited 
from the Phyllis Bell School of Modeling here. 
. | inimicai to the unions best inter- 
DeMille baw) DeMille ret to the ai 
~ eMille returns to the air 
Continued from page 27 | without the blessing of AFRA, he 
deal with DeMille. He reported | could be identified with program 
that DeMille, with whom he has as presenter or producer, but lat- 
been negotiating for the past | ter status would not win sympathy 
eight months, will form a com- | from Radio Directors Guild which 
pany of secondary players for the is an AFL affiliate. 
show. The company will form, 
the nucleus for a television rep- | 
ertory theatre, too, although defi- | WoW Looks Ahead to TV 
nite plans for televising the stanza | 
haven't yet been set. On Nebraska U. Sked 
Frank Woodruff may get the nod | 
for directorial chores. Show will , = Omaha, Aug. 31. 
be an MBS supervised and con- Looking ahead to televising next 
trolled package. It'll get full-net Yea" s schedule, General Electric 
airing. Time slot hasn’t been se- Radio Dealers will sponsor all of 
ervey : |the Univ. of Nebraska football 
oe ; eet ee, 
i John J. Gillin, Jr., said that the 
AFRA Coast Huddle 'GE contract carries an option on 
Hollywood, Aug. 31. (1949 telecast sponsorship ° via 
A special meeting of the AFRA | WOW-TV. WOW engineers experi- 
board of directors has been called mented with televising one game 
by Knox Manning, local chapter last year against Oregon State and 
prexy and second veepee of the na- results were excellent. 
tional, to consider what action to’ One link of a microwave relay 
take should Cecil B. DeMille ap- system which will permit direct 
‘ply for reinstatement. Producer | football broadcasts from Lincoln, 
a Feng made no effort to has already been received by 
F Ow’ . 
| Manning said the AFRA board pe sapiotemae ane silat d. 
_ probably would take a dim view nae 
of reinstatement sho ille | . 
gob io view et ae ncaa Houston — A $235,000 contract 
pes 4 Pend : covering a low channel transmitter 
anti-labor campaign. antenna and st . 
| : A ; udio and remote 
| Manning said Taft-Hartley law equipment has been signed with 
only allows disciplinary action | General Electric by KLEE-TV here. 
; pres member for non-payment | Equipment is being built at present 
| dues’ where previously union and is expected to be installed for 
could finc, suspend or expel mem- | the outlet to be c> the sir some- 
jber for disloyalty, and other acts time this fall. 
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Wicker supplying all the voices— 
a difficult job but one she handled 
well. 

Director Babette Henry’s camera 
work was adequate for the presen- 
tation, as was Allen Grant’s. piano 
backing. Show should prove a 
good investment for any sponsor 
manufacturing kids’ _——— 

Stal. 


CARTOON TELETALES 


With Chuck & Jack Lucksinger: | 


Rosa Rio, organ 
Producer: Barry Schloes 
Director: Babette Henry 
30 Mins.; Mon. and Wed., 5:36 p.m. 
Sustaining . 

WJZ-TV—ABC, N. Y. 

ABC television has taken two 
surefire gimmicks for kids’ shows 
—fairytales and cartoon drawings 
—tossed in a contest for the mop- 


pets and a giveaway and come up| 


with a passably pleasing program 
in “Cartoon Teletales” that should 
lure its share of the kneepants and 
pigtail crowd. As with most other 
TV shows slanted at the young- 
sters, though, it’s got nothing to 
offer any adult viewers. 

Format, as it should be, is 
basically simple. Brother team of 
Chuck and Jack Lucksinger do all 
the work, with the former drawing 
line sketches to illustrate his 
brother’s off-hand yarn spinning. 
Chuck’s Grawings were much more 
ae rrnigea since the other 

rother, working sans script, had a 
habit of fluffing right into the face 
of the camera. Any suspense in 
the telling was pointed up by the 


musical blurbs of organist Rosa) 


Rio. 
On show caught (30), the fairy- 


tale was preceded with a demon-'| 
stration of drawings sent in by | 


moppet viewers to be judged for 
prizes. Modern art students would 
probably find some merit in the 


art work but it represented just | 


a maze to the uninitiated. Number 
of drawings on view, incidentally, 
demonstrated the show has already 
attracted a number of lookers, 
despite the fact that WJZ-TV has 
been on the air only a few weeks. 
Stal. 


MISSISSIPPI MINSTRELS 

With Harry Stanton, Jimmy Scrib- 
ner, Dick Haynes, Chordsmen, 
Ivan Ditmars 

Producer: Carleton Winckler 

30 Mins., Thurs., 9:00 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KTSL, from Hollywood 











. | Philco Nixes Packaged 
} 


| occasion of the Smith & Dale 50th | 


anni as troupers served to point 
/Up anew that, as in radio, TV can 
still cling to many of the oldtimers 
for best values in audience payoff. 

Cross and Dunn, another vet 
team of the old vaude days, along 


with the Salici Puppets, the acro | 


Winters Sisters and Landre and 

| Verne, ballroom dance team, 
rounded out another smart and 
fast-moving Texaco show. 





Jane and Betty Kean were socko 
on the Ed Sullivan CBS vaudeo 
Sunday night, particularly the 
comedic Betty with her Zanuck- 
| Spitalny number. The Costello 
Twins, who were on Texaco. re- 
peated the self-same routine as 
their opener on 
, Town.” The video camera, which 
apparently sees all too well, picked 
up the Ames Bros.’ barytone, in the 
“Because” rendition, as the beads 
of perspiration dotted his face. Da- 
| vid Powell, nee Jack Powell, Jr., 
with his samba-shears opener, did 


'that Philco would go part of the 


“Toast of the) 


|Star paying partial cost. 
'20 minute teleshot is titled ‘““Touch- 
|dewn” and will be a presentation 


his dad’s drumstick specialty to a_ 
_T, meaning it’s all OK, eschewing | 


the blackface however. Jane an’s | 
wens ‘that Philco is planning to send a | 


one-hour teleshow to indie stations | 
| throughout the country. 


WICN’s 5006 Nut 


Room, | 


Straight ingenueing marked a re- 
turn booking. Count Basie finaled 
|with “One O’Clock Jump,” aided 
by some supplementary instru- 
ments. Sullivan continues with his 
audience intros of accidentally-on- 
| purpose celebs, catching Joe E. 
Brown (who was doubling from 
| Maggi McNellis’ Crystal 
also a vaudeo revue on WJZ-TV), 
obviously plugging his entry into 


‘Players’ on Coast Tele 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Stokey & Ebert Television En- 
terprises’ video package, “Philco 
Players,” was nixed by Philco Corp. 





ABC, NBC Chi Forces in Hassle 
Over TV Outlets for Midwest Webs 





= Nag just before it was sched- | 
Rist” spomsted "ts x wees, KLAC-TV_AIMS FOR 
plugging Philco Freezers. Mee | SEPT. 15 KICKOFF 


Gough Industries, Philco 
Hollywood, Aug. 31. 


tributor, lined the show with L. K. | 
Ward, Philco dealers, believing | KLAC expects to have its Mt. 
Wilson tele transmitter erected 
way on coin but firm nixed offer. | within 20 days, according to Don 
Gough revealed that Philco is Fedderson station manager. RCA 
releasing its own programs for engineers were flown here from 
dealer participation. Vid shots will New-York, arriving Thursday (26). 
be 16m reels made expressly for Engineers claim the record for 
TV or kinescope- recordings of | putting up a transmitter is 40 days. 
Philco packages being presented on | Fedderson has asked them to cut 
New York tele stations. ‘this in half so he can get KLAC- 
First package starts here Oct. 1, TV on the air by Sept. 15. 


aiteg <a, Faker deen’ sae 
weekly | Chi Pros Still Haggle 
Ape Ee Bi ahlrnery— hy 
| Colleges Grab Client Coin 


11 weeks. 
Gough Industries exec revealed Chicago, Aug. 31. 
While Chicago major pro foot- 


‘ball teams are haggling over 
whether or not to telecast their 
| games, claiming video eats into 
‘their take, both WGN-TV and 
| WBKB have lined up full schedule 
‘of college contests. Lucky Strike 
| will sponsor four University of Illi- 
'nois games and four Northwestern 








— + 


“Mice and Men” bit, after a some-| ‘over WBKB. Illini pickups will be 
what fulsome intro by the emcee- | Station eeee tea ane ocain / microwaved from Champaign, Il. 
|ing N. Y. Daily News columnist. | ? to Danville, ll]. and then co-axed 


Chicago, Aug. 31. 

Disclosure that ABC television 
/would launch the first midwest-to- 
least tele network next month has 
‘brought forth a hassle over mem- 
bers of the regional web, with both 
ABC and NBC claiming various 
stations as affiliates. 

WBEN-TV (Buffalo), WSPD-TV 
(Teledo) and WTMJ-TYV (Milwau- 
kee) are all claimed to have signed 
already with NBC, but ABC de- 
|Clares they’ll all be part of its net- 
work. According to ABC officials 
these stations haven't signed -with 
NBC yet and it’s probable ABC 
will sign them on within the next 
week. NBC central division veepee 
\I. E. Showcrman, however, denies 
|that they'll leave his web. 
| ABC hopes to kick off the web in 
‘conjunction with the bow-in of its 
| WENR-TY, local o. and o. station, 
‘Sept. 17. Orders have gone out to 
the telephone company to try to 
‘speed up the scheduled Sept. 20 
|}opening to the 17th. While the 
phone company hasn't given a defi- 
nite nod to the request, several 
engineers have said they'll be 
ready to go when WENR-TYV takes 
ithe air 


eee 





U. of Minn. Yields 


Z , 
the, Broadway company of Har. In Tele Expansion seat a Soe" Bine” tates nm Com] Gridcasts | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 





| which is readying TV, takes over to Chicago. 
WBKH has pacted four Notre 


Sullivan also introduced a couple | ‘saa 
of fan mag editors and publishers; | the present KSTP studio in the | 


waxed broadly proud about being | Radio City theatre building — | Dame games, two Illinois contests, 


th -rati video show. @ 20-year lease from the Minne : 7 
TS cane were Jerry|sota Amusement Co. (Paramount | both duplicated on po ee he 
Colonna, Hal Block and comedian | circuit). KSTP will move into its |two Purdue a raph and yo 
'Benny Rubin whom Brown all but | new studio building in the midway | vle is sustaining, : - ge 
wanted to drag up on the rostrum, | district. jare in _the fire an oo ; ond 
-but whom Sullivan is saving for a| In addition to the entire second Trialize in the next week or WBKB 
fuller return to the ike next week. floor of Radio City, which will be | fore the games are telecast. W 

| Incidentally, Brown mentioned this | devoted to AM and FM broadcast- are also scheduling the Chicago 
|was his video debut, whereas any jing facilities, WTCN also will | Rockets, third pro team, in town 
at-home dial-twirler saw him only | utilize ground floor space now | but Chi Bears and Cardinals still 
a few minutes before on the housing stores for TV, expending | haven't given definite yes or no 
| MeNellis-WJZ_ show. A real high-| ¢159.000 in remodeling. The en-|and sponsors are holding off until 
light was Kathryn Lee’s ballet ex-| #1, expenditure in connection with | final word, so Rockets are in mid- 


|cerpt from “Allegro.” ‘TV will total more than $500,000. | dle of holding-off tactics. 


| The WTCN-Minnesota Amuse- | 
9 
Seattle's TV Bow 








/ment Co. deal calls for the same | : wae mead 
_tieup as KSTP now has with Radio | oie Tinea Geek xe video 
| City theatre. The theatre will ad-| Control engineers for NBC tele- 
vertise the radio studio on its vision in N. Y., transfer to Chicago 


Unusual deal between KSTP-TV 
and the Univ. of Minnesota calls 
|for KSTP payment of $1,000 per 
| game for the privilege of televising 
| the games if a sponsor is obtained, 
but no charge for any game that 
| goes out on a sustaining basis. 
| For the first time the university, 
|permitting commercials on the 
broadcasts, will receive fees from 
'the three commercial radio sta- 
|tions which have the privilege of 
|broadeasting the games from 
_booths provided at the stadium. 
|The fixed fee will be at the same 
| rate for all stations—two times the 
| stations’ best hourly rates. KSTP 
'broadcasts the games as well as 
_televising them. WTCN and WCCO 
also carry the broadcasts. The for- 
mer also had planned TV, but its 
video has been delayed and won't 


Worn. down routines, weak inter- screen and in its lobby and WTCN 
; sonaind : ly next month to help prepare | be launched until too late for the 
mony grou “make "Mississippi Now Set for Nov “will reciprocate. WTCN news will |the web's WNBQ in that city for | ensuing season. 
tad = gyn stg ® be broadcast over the theatre’s | its launching. Townsend is to take’ KUOM, the university's own ra- 


Minstrels” a r video entry. 
Eight-man miniature minstrel is 
held together by two end men, 
Jimmy Scribner and Dick Haynes. 
Pair could not be expected to carry 
the entire program though. 


Interlocutor Harry Stanton han- 
dies one tune vocal chore effectively 
but fails to manage his interlocutor 
stint with any de of sponta- 
neity. Single skit an old ghost 
routine in which Stanton also fails 
to muster feeling. ; : 

Dick Haynes, KLAC (indie radio 
Station) disk jockey, sparkplugs 
minstrel with Jimmy Scribner. End 
men account for what action is 
injected into teleshow. Scribner 
runs through an “Uncle Remus 
bit which demands attention and 
Haynes steps in for one song. 
Pair’s sustained movement through- 
out the 30 minute shot gave cam- 
eras a roosting spot during lulls. 

Chordsmen, quartet, has little TV 
value. Four were victims of a bad 
mike pickup along the way which 
made it that much tougher. Ivan 
Dinars accompanies artists on the 
piano. 


Costuming and backdrop were 


_p.a. system with proper credits at | over as operations supervisor, with 
each show, the same as is done | Snell working as field supervisor 
'with KSTP now. for the midwest flagship station. 


Inside Television 


Seattle, Aug. 31. 


First Seattle television station, 
KRSC-TY, is slated to hit the air- 
waves the last of November. KRSC 
has all equipment necessary under 
order, with first shipments expect- 
ed to arrive here next week and 
broadcast of test patterns sched-| [Lum ’n’ Abner make their television debut Oct. 3 in a simultaneous 
uled for the latter part of October. | broadcast-telecast. Team, tng will.apee inte television, techalgees 
| : i rogram | gradually breaking the procedure our steps over a three-mon 
sak aan. poets > ¥ Al ste Three weeks have been set aside for program to be telecast 
‘Hunter will be sales manager. Bob | in the same manner as the broadcast. There will be no backdrop, no 
'Priebe is general manager of costumes and scripts will be in sight. Second step will be the em- 
/KRSC. ployment of backdrop and costumes and the addition of props. Follow- 











dio station, also broadcasts the 
football games and a fourth com- 
mercial station, WLOL, rebroad- 
casts them at 8 p.m. All radio 
Stations have the privilege of 
broadcasting the games at the es- 
tablished rate and the same rule 
will apply to’ TV, it has been an- 
nounced. Until this season com- 
mercials hadn’t been permitted 
during the broadcasts. 


KSTP-TV IN PACT FOR 





| Plans call for brvadcast of about 
/12 hours a week. 


| At present it looks as though 
'KRSC will be almost a year ahead 
of any other television station here. 
‘There are six applicants on file 
now for other three channels avail- 
|able and it is expected that it will 
'be six to nine months after hear- 
‘ings (which have not been sched- 
‘uled yet) before a decision is made 
‘on the grants. Six applicants now 
‘on file with the FCC are KOMO, 


| ing that scripts will be tucked away, out of camera view, behind the 
cash registers and other surroundings and finally scripts will be dis- 
/carded completely. Arnold McGuire, Foote, Cone &’ Belding, related Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
that program, aired over CBS, will probably be telecast from KTLA or; KSTP-TV has signed a contract 
KTSL on the Coast until CBS is readied. L&A show, sponsored by ‘to televise all Univ. of Minnesota 
Frigidaire, will be first commercial radio show to be videod from west |home games this season, station 
coast on a weekly basis. announced. 
_ Deal was concluded with univer- 
Television comes in for a big play in the September issues of both sity athletic department. Gopher 
Harper’s and Fortune magazines. Harper’s piece, penned by N.Y. radio games have long been figured best 
lawyer, Bernard B. Smith, is titled “Television: There Ought to Be a boxoffice attraction in these parts. 
Law,” in which Smith poses the theory that “if television is to serve Television is expected to have 
not simply as a source of casual entertainment but also as an instru- no effect on attendance in Me- 


GOPHER GRID GAMES 











ment of public information and enlightenment, we must adopt a na- 


_morial stadium, since season is 











: 
; 


a Sn ee 


effective. Carleton Winckler hand-| ypc outlet; KJR, ABC; KIRO, | tional policy for guiding its development—and speedily.” “usually virtually a sellout. 
| 


led productional chore as well a8 CBS; KING, indie, 20th-Fox and | smith’s main point is that the FCC, before passing out any channels | 
Could be expected considering Fawin Lasker. One other is ex- in the upper frequencies, must first decide whether it wants to per- | ° ° 
NBC Denies Fairbanks 


limited movement of ane | pected. _petuate radio’s pattern of the advertisers controlling afl programming. 
4 | Television set manufacturers He believes that the Commission, under congressional rule, can demand 

have been kept informed on the advertiser be permitted to buy only the time he uses for his actual Break; Tightens Control 

] tlets are ready to be- he does in newspapers or magazines.” __ Persistent trade reports that 

| ga gesting ests here within the| Fortune story, titled “RCA’s Television,” is a factual account of the NBC television is preparing to 

through which it hopes to make certain it will recoup the $50,000,000 Fairbanks organization were denied 

‘already invested in TV. Story points out that RCA will definitely not this week by representatives of 

| make the same mistake it made in radio when, despite the fact that the both outfits. While NBC has taken 








Tele Followup 


“Texaco Star Theatre” last week | 
(24) demonstrated how maximum) e 
show values can be achieved by, Pro Football on Detroit 








KRSC’s progress on television and | commercials, or “in other words, play no greater role in television than 
next tw? months. | new merchandising policies instituted by RCA for all its TV equipment, |sever relationships with the Jerry 








neat parlaying of “the old and the 
new.” Jack Carter, of the post- 
World War II comic era, in a re- 
prise for Texaco-TV, emceed the 
show and kept the 60-minute lay- 
out neatly paced. But it was the 
Spotting of the vet Smith and Dale 
(ex-Avon Comedy Four) team, in 
their long-standard “Dr. Kronk- 
heit” routine, in the next-to-closing 
slot, that paid off with the show's 
real solid yoks. A sketch that has 
circuited practically every segment 
of show business for more en C 
quarter of a century, the “Kronk- 
heit” integration into video on the 








TV This Fall Via Goebe 
Detroit, Aug. 31. 

| With inking of pact between 
|\WXYZ-TV and Goebel Brewing 
Co., pro football makes its debut 
‘on Dertoit tele screens this fall. 
‘Goebel was first to introduce pro 
‘baseball over video to Tiger fans, 


‘and now scores another first with | 
Anderson | 


‘football. Prexy Andy 


‘said the company will sponsor the 


Lions’ six home games, the first a 
night game Oct. 9. 


|“home radio was something that (RCA prez David R.) Sarnoff practi- back production of its Sunday night . 


‘cally dreamed up by himself,’ RCA “within a brief time lost volume newsreel formerly handled by Fair- 
leadership and soon found itself tailing’ competing manufacturers. _banks, the contract calling for the 
| ‘film producer to turn out telefilms 
| One of the most expansive promotion campaigns for any television for NBC’s exclusive use still stands. 
|show is to be launched by Macy’s, N. Y. department store, teday Fairbanks’ physical crew, in fact, 
'(Wednesday) for the “Tots, "Tweens ’N Teens” program, which it will continue to work on the Sun- 
launches tomorrow (Thursday) night over WABD (DuMont, N.Y.). Store day news roundup. Editorial policy 
‘is taking ads in several N.Y. dailies anc plans to have all tele receivers and budgetary supervision, how- 
in its furniture department tuned int» the show opening night, when ever, have been turned back to 
the store remains open until 9 o’clock. Handbills are to be distributed NBC and the web’s newsroom in 
to customers inviting them to see it at Macy's and an entire window line with NBC’s plans to integrate 
will be given over to a special announcement of the series. A fashion- all its TV news and documentary 
variety show, it’s produced by Television on Parade Productions, indie shows more closely with the news- 
room operation. WP 
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Record manufacturers don’t 
know quite what to make of the 
unusual twists the disk market has 
taken in recent months. Hits either’ 
explode overnight, and start fever- | 
ish activity by competing compa- 
nies to put copies on the market, 
or they take months to develop. 
Whichever way they ride on to the 
bestseller lists, certain preferred 
disks hang around gnuch longer, 
another facét that has some diskers 
wondering. 

For example, things like “You 
Call Everybody Darling.” “Woody 
Woodpecker” and several others 
became hits very quickly after be- 
ing issued. At the same time, “Lit- 
tle White Lies.” “Maybe You'll Be 
There,” and “My Happiness” toak 
their own time about striking pub- 
lic fancy. “Lies” was first released 
last Jan. 10 and is still selling after 
almost 30 weeks. It took two 
months or so for it to begin build- 
ing into the top sales class. ““May- 
be” is even more confusing. This 
tune was first released more than 


two years ago. It dawdled with suc- | 
cess in restricted areas for close to 
egan to, 


two years. Finally, it 
break and by that time its original 
reverse side, “Linda,” had expired. 
Decca changed the backing by Gor- 
don Jenkins to the standard “Dark 
Eyes.” Decca did the same thing 
with “Lies” recently, placing Dick 
Haymes’ version of “I'll Never 
Smile Again” on the flipover, there- 
by increasing its sales value and 
lengthening its run. 
“My Happiness” is another side, 
by Jon and Sondra Steele, which 
took a while to get going national- 
ly. Of course, this may have been 
due to the fact that it was issued 
by a Kansas City label (Damon). 
But “Happiness” has matched its 
long-life rivals by retaining its 
bestseller position for 23 weeks. 


Most surprising to diskers, how- | 
ever, is the tenacity of such novel- | 
“Woodpecker” and the) 


ties as 
Spike Jones “William Tell Over- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 








makes good things out ef aetbings 
“Milkman” is a cute melody and 
lyric, and the “Chick” sidie ts wit 
ten areund Frankie b=plusre De S 
Click Chub. Philadelppia But 
seem equally usadle te Juses ard 
jocks Kavdets and Glee © 
work the first: Aaxdets ame cherus 
the second 

Dennis Day rd Lave Te 
in Loveland I Love . 
tor’. Victer and Demmis De 
satisfy twe factions © Lowe 
iana.” opening 
shifting to high gear for a Jump 
chorus, then reverting to tweo-deal 
It satisfies neither. Using ~Leve- 
land”, a new pop, as a waltz was 
a good idea to start with. He does 
it unusually well and it might have 
been a good counter-seller. That 
jump chorus rudely breaks the 
'mood, however. and probably will 
curtail the effect. “Love You.” 
from the film “Little Jesse James’. 
can do something in the retail 
marts on its own. It's nicely cut. 


~ we « r Slate 


Platter Pointers 


| Bebby Worth made a Coast rec- 
lording of “Galway Bay”, the Eng- 
‘lish No. 1 tune, that gives a good 
lidea of why the song clicked so 
'well over there; it's backed by 
“The Gal Who's Got My Heart”... 
Gold Medal records has an un- 


/usual novelty in ‘“Sing-A-Tina and | 
vocalled by | 


The Tambourine”, 
|Dave Ballantine, Virginia Hauer 
jand Men of Melody .. . Texas Jim 
| Robertson (Victor) got a good steer 
‘when he roped “When I Was 
Young and Handsome”. It'll hit 
the crossroads jukes and jocks. 





| Dailey Sets Derwin 
With 14-Piece Orch 


Hal Derwin, who for some time 
has been wanting to work as a 


ture.” As a rule, such things quick-| pandleacer in the east. has been 


ly become tiresome to the public 
and die of their own success. They 
usually are played to death. Yet, 
*Woodpecker” is still selling after 
14 weeks and the Jones side is also 
retaining its power after a similar 
period. ; 
One of the causes of the peculiar 
behaviour. of course, is the low 
percentage of hits manufacturers 
are drawing from the‘ dozens of 
disks being released weekly. When 
new clicks don’t show the old ones 
last longer. Which brings up this 
week's releases. There really isn't 
an outstanding disk among them 
with the exception of Nellie Lut- 
cher’s. Recorders, some of whom 
still have healthy backiogs of ma- 
terial, are giving buyers a general 
idea of the sort of material they 
have on hand. It all was recorded 
quickly and it sounds like it. 


Nellie Lutcher — “Alexander's | 
Ragtime Band”—“My Little Boy | strawhat troupe. 


(Capitol), Miss Lutcher wraps Irv- 


signed by Frank Dailey for his 
| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
|Derwin, a singer, opens at the spot 
Sept. 28 for four weeks with a 14- 


Berlin as a ‘Symbol’ 


Add to irving- Berlin's 
laurels that he’s one of the 
“best good-will ambassadors 
this country has ever had over- 
seas.” So says Decca prexy 
Jack Kapp, who just returned 
from Europe where he met 
Berlin in his “Easter Parade” 
premeotion junket. Kapp was 
deeply impressed by the man- 
mer tm which the songwriter 
was warmly received in Paris 
and London, not only in show 
mr cireles but by all classes 

the population 
Berlin was 
as a great symbol ot 
demecracy, repre- 
senting the L. S. way of life 

the world. 


es 


says 


MCA’S 5-MONTH SWEEP 
OF COAST PALLADIUM 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 

Palladium ballroom here has had 
band schedule set up till next 
March by Music Corp. of America. 
Dick Jurgens’ crew has been inked 
in for four weeks, starting Feb. 1 
at guarantee of $3.000 weekly and 
a split of b.o. over $8,500 each 
frame. Harry James will return to 
his old stomping grounds on Nov. 
23 and hold bandstand until! Tex 








Beneke blares into the terpalace on | 


Dec. 23. 

Exact terms given James group 
is being kept well-covered. Mae- 
stro received $8,500 during lush 
|war days and was asking $11,000 
'a few months back. Maury Cohen, 
|Palladium operator, related that 
ihe got James for what he was will- 
|ing to pay. Beneke will get $6,500 
| weekly guarantee and a split over 
| $14,500. 


| Thus MCA will have a solid 
| spread of attractions in the Palla- 
‘dium from time Lawrence Welk 
gives the downbeat on Oct. 19 until 
Juegens winds his stand. Like 
Jurgens, Welk will get guarantee 
of $3,000 each frame and 50-50 cut 
'of proceeds over $8,500. Preceed- 
‘ing Welk, Art Mooney band has 
been spotted in by Joe Glaser at 
precisely same _ terms. General 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


American Federation of Musicians still has not given official notice 
that its ban on member musicians traveling between midnight and five 
a.m., except by train, will become official. It was cited during the 
AFM’s June annual convention at Asbury Park, that the rule, which 
has been on the union’s books for some time, would be enforced. But 
as nothing has been said since, and no date has\been marked for the 
start of enforcement, band business people are beginning to suspect 
that AFM was talking only to scare musicians into being more careful 
on one-nighter road trips. It was the number of accidents that brought 
the situation on. 

Too, it may be the long and loud objections raised by individual 
musicians that has stopped the AFM from making its idea official. 
instituting a ban against travel by car or bus during the wee hours 
would work more hardship and add to living costs than it could help 
by minimizing the danger of accidents. 

RCA-Victor is carrying out one of the strongest campaigns put be- 
hind a name band recording in years, in promoting Tommy Dorsey’s 
“Until” disk. And Victor claims the effort is paying off. that it has 
shipped over 150,000 recordings of the number in the two weeks or so 
since it was first released. Perhaps the outstanding exploitation effort 
developed by the company in behalf of the tune was the pressing of 
special vinylite recordings for distribution to disk jockeys and meant 
to be played by them on the air. One side of the disk was a spoken 
message detailing Dorsey’s career from his initial Victor hits (‘Marie”’- 
“Song of India”), down through various others. A few bars of each 
were cut in between spiels. On the reverse side is the full recording 
of “Until.” 





Typewriter designed to type music scores was demonstrated last week 
in the Science Theatre of the Museum of Science and Industry, N. Y. 
Device was exhibited by its inventor, Armando Dal Molin, who came 
to the U. S. two years ago from Milan, Italy. According to a company 
spokesman, he assigned his patents to The Music Writer Company, Inc., 
which plans to market the machine for about $300 around the first of 
the year. Gadget is similar to an ordinary typewriter with the excep- 
tion of a piano keyboard consisting of three octaves that’s been added 
on. Company claims it eliminates “tedious work” and the music writer 
can be operated by anyone in a “matter of hours.” 

“The Dream of Olwen,” a British import which Columbia is releasing 
in September, has a history comparable to that of “Laura” of a few 
seasons ago. Written by Charles Williams, who recorded it for Co- 
lumbia, the song originally was merely a theme in the British film, 
“While I Live.” After the melody caught on with the public, the 
London publishing house of Lawrence Wright had Winifred May write 
lyrics to the music. Later Mills Music acquired the U. S. publication 
rights. A current British bestseller, “Olwen,” also was pressed by the 
London label in an instrumental version by Montavani’s orch. 





Eddy Howard two years ago cut “I Can’t Believe It Was All Make- 
Believe” for Majestic, then one of the plug tunes for the year. Under- 
side received no play, but now Majestic is reviving the platter with 
the obscure tune getting all the emphasis. Song is “Maybe You'll Be 
There.” Record has sold 10,000 copies in first two weeks in Chicago. 


; Band Reviews 





—— —_ 


Artists Corp. is making pitch to 
place Ray McKinley in dancery 
next spring. 


| piece band plus two girl vocalists. } 
He’s to be followed Oct. 19 by 
Dean Hudson’s orchestra, also for | 
‘four weeks. Dailey has four-week | 





options on both, exercisable at “1 ° 
+ scape Geo. Levy Sails in Sept. 
| Derwin, who's with Capitol | George Levy, v.p. of Leeds Music, 


Records and that label's tegnscrip- 
tion outfit, worked the Casino Gar- | 
dens, Santa Monica, Cal.; Ciro’s, | 
Caetemee ae nae peli | ago in conjunction with Peter Mau- 


, sant ‘rice, for whom Leeds operates a 
fone biaans: into the ‘Peahody iU. S. counterpart in a reciprocal 


Elliot Lawrence's orchestra opens | abd angement. 
Dailey’s season Sept. 9. Spot has | Levy originally was to have gone 
| been closed to bands since July 5. to London months ago, but the trip 
It was occupied all summer by a 'was set back numerous times. Lou 
Levy, head of Leeds, who has teen 


|in England for the past five weeks 


delayed trip to look over Leeds’ 
London music firm. 
zation was set up more than a year 





ing Berlin's masterpiece in her, . ‘with the Andrews Sisters, who 
j 


own bright, rhythmic ideas and the 


result is a side that'll get plenty, 


of juke and jock attention. It’s a 
heavily rhythmic approach that 
could easily be mistaken as some- 
thing by Majestic’s Rose Murphy. 
Flipover is an unusual ballad try 
that isn’t very impressive. # 

Al Trace — “Fickle Fancy’ — 
“Whistler and His Dog” (Regent). 
It’s great to get a hét such as Trace 
did with “You Call Everybody 
Darling”. But, it's doubly difficult 
to follow it up, which must be done 
in the current market to sustain 
the lift of the original. Trace may 
have something here. “Fickle 
rolls at a medium speed, he him- 
self telling the story-of a gal with 
guys in every port. But its the re- 
verse that has a chance to continue 
the band’s juke domination. It’s 
nicely done, vocalled by Bob Vin- 
cent. i 

Louis Prima—“All of Me’— 
“Sweet Nothings” (Victor). Prima 
pours all of his uninhibited style 
into “All,” a standard, and makes 
of it a side that will get jock plays 
and some juke attention. Done at 
an easy tempo, with choral back- 

round to his-vocal, it’s well done. 
Fiipover leaves a lot to be desired. 
Tune sounds good but the up- 
tempo approach doesn’t seem as if 
that’s the way the writers saw it; 
Cathy Ailéii makes with the vocal. 
- Stan Kenten—‘“Bongo ~ Riff’— 


“Willow Weep For Me” (Capitol). |’ 


Jazz jocks and jukes should have 
a ball with Kehton’s latest. “Riff,” 
featuring Pete Costanzo’s pocket 
skins, builds from fancy bongo- 

an, to a solid session by the 
fe nd. “Willow” is almost 
exclusively vocal by June Christy. 
? Kaye — “Here Comes 
Milkman’—The° Click Song” 
». Two novelties cleanly ex- 

(no pun) by Kaye's com- 
L combo, which invariably 


National Assn. of Negro Musi-| played the Palladium theatre, ar- 
cians holding its convention in Co- 


| lumbus, O., this week. (Tuesday). 


| sails for England Sept. 9 or 10 on a) 


This organi- | 


BERNIE CUMMINS ORCH (11) 
With Jo Ann Tally 
New Yorker hotel, N. Y. 


Bernie Cummins, who last 
played at the New Yorker's Terrace 
Room at its opening in 1930, came 
out of the west for his current 
booking in conjunction with the 
hotel’s holdover ice show, a bow 
to the city’s Golden Jubilee cele- 
| bration. Cummins crew is cur- 


| 


rently comprised of a lively set of | 
'young sidemen with a knack for’ 


sound dance music. Nothing spec- 

'tacularly novel is offered, but the 
rhythmic staples, when attentively 
packed, are stil attractive box- 
office items. 

Eschewing the experimental, 
Cummins accents a policy of pleas- 
_ing the customers with a standard 
, repertory of old and new faves. 
| Dance beat is regular and distinct, 


candidate , of the two-stepping 





1. IT’S MAGIC (10) (Witmark) .......... SRE on ei 
2. TREE IN MEADOW (5) (Shapiro-B) ee a 
3. MY HAPPINESS (16) (Blasco) ....... Re Pe St a eg: 
4. 12TH STREET RAG (3) (Shapiro-B) ................ deviucr 
1 5. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (9) (Mayfair) ......... 
6. HAIR OF GOLD (3) (Mellin) ..................... knees 
7. MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (5) (BVC) .......... setniGaace 
8. LOVE SOMEBODY (11) (Kramer-W.) .......... (sine be teh 
9. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (21) (Biltmore) ._... ERE Py S 
10. 


WOODY WOODPECKER SONG (14) (Leeds) ............... / 


Coming Up 


LONG WAY FROM ST. LOUIS (Jewel . 


eee eer eee ee eee eee eeee 


UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES SRN ce toerisgsnsasnaet 
COOL WATER (American)..... ibdisk sash ¢peidivbetenins Atxpich 
RAMBLING ROSE (Laurel)............. sa ale Lak Sees. ttl 


l 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) . 


. MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual) ... 





phanrnrull Best Sellers on Coin-Machines ss. ne 








diners who like to let the left foot 
know what the next note will do 
to the right. Combo is organized 
along conventional lines of four 
reeds, four brass and _ three 
rhythm and puts a lively edge to 
such novelty tunes as “The Wood- 
peckers Song,” 


On the bandstand, Cummins 
works with an easy casualness and 
occasionally handles a vocal with 
a pleasant if not finished set of 
pipes. Orch also neatly cuts the 
ice show which has been held over 
intact from Ray Eberle orch’s 
prior run. 

One of the standout features of 
this organization is the chirping of 
Jo Ann Tally, a vocalist with 
plenty of name band experience. 
She’s equipped with a _ bluesy 
voice and smooth style which she 
uses with firstrate technique on 


‘rived back in New York yesterday | which should make him a popular! torch numbers and ballads. 


Herm. 


STAN PATTON (9) 
With Gene Corday 
Club Norman, Toronto 


3 | When the Club Norman manage- 

se / ment decided it wanted a “society” 
ea enenes pawe gee s is Peces band to dish out Latin-American 
vag Oe A pabdeai es and pop dance tunes for Toronto's 
Margaret Whiting....... Capitol leading nitery, it raided the equally 
Jon & Sondra Steele..... Damon | posh suburban Brant Inn. It now 
Pied Pipers. cis 6 Capitol has a owe oy pal instantly 
: signed up by the Canadian Broad- 

Pee Wee Hunt..,.......Capitol casting Corp. for an 11:30-12 p.m. 
Al, TPOCE. 64. sb eeaby> <AEOene stint, emanating from CBL. Tor- 


+ 
+ 
; 
; 
+ 
Harmonicats ..'....... Universal t 
Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 
D. Day-B. Clark ..:. ..Columbia 
Griffin-Wayne ..... .+....Rondo 


FGM. Musee i4:5.. ¢ sccsecy Columbia 
Mel Blanc-Sportsmen....Capitol 


Ray McKinley...........Victor 


| 


onto, over the 38 stations of the 
Trans-Canada network. 

With Patton playing sax, band 
consists of piano, trumpet, bass, 
drums, accordion, two saxes. Gene 
Corday, a luscious brunet, is in for 
her torch and ballad numbers and 
also announces for solid reception. 
Patton paces his tunes deftly from 
sweet to hot to boogie beat to the 
evident enjoymenf ot the cus- 
tomers, and is generous with re- 
quest numbers. Overall musician- 





Primo Scala..... veeess London J | Ship is okay, with Patton leading 
Andrews -Sisters..........Decca on his sax solos and premansnip. 
Nellie Lutcher..........Capitol aa 
Vaughn Monroe..........Victor 

Perry Como......e...... Victor SEATTLE FESTIVAL 


Tony Pastor.....5+...Columbia 
Art Mooney ....ese.....M-G-M 
Vaughn Monroe .........Victor 


| 
| 


Seattle, Aug. 31. 
. Musicians Union Local 493 here 
is planning a big outdoor musie 
festival for Sept. 11, to be held at 


REN, 908, MEL IDIaOW oe Tet Gordan eee, | Be ce, Milowo “iwaneh of the 
CONFESS (Oxford) ....... vitteeeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeeeeneene ike tents See eae nempe “Bieckwall, “Bok. Merstalt 
ee ENON eos ts ee ee eis 34 ee Gauff, and the trios of Milt Gross 
{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] meee a8 ax aoa hours and 
PETEEFLEFFSO EOS SP IOS IFIS SFIS SEIOSSOOD OFFESSEOTFFISEFOSESTOEEEETTETEHCCESES Will be free to the public. 
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Crackdown on British Recording 
May Veer Yanks More to Mexico 


‘British Musicians Union crack- 
down on the making of disks in 
England by U. S. artists and 
musical backgrounds for them 
threw New York music publishers 
and recording men into a state of 
depression that not even the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians’ origi- 
nal ban achieved. Effect of the 
BMU move was deeper, since it 
was so totally unexpected, whereas 
the AFM’s ban had been announced 


Hasten Solution? 

Tradewise music men be- 
lieve that the ban of the 
British Musicians Unien 
against American diskers may 
hurry a solution to the re- 
cording ban of the American 
Federation of Musicians. Story 
on Page 1. 











three months before its applica- 
tion and those involved’ were 
mentally conditioned to it by the 
time it went into effect. 

However, 
began to wear off quickly and talk 


immediately began of recording in! 


Mexico, which is deemed difficult, 
and of shifting English opera- 
tions to the Continent. While no 
one firm has so far admitted it, it 
is said that some backgrounds al- 
ready used by major U. S. com- 
panies behind name singers were 
made in Belgium. It’s also pointed 
out that France is a likely source 
of such material. 

Mexico is doubtful, it's figured, 
since the majority of native musi- 
cians are more familiar with Latin 
music than with American styles. 


Made in England 
Tag a Blind For 
U. S.-Cut Disks? 


While there’s no doubt that ma- 
jor and minor recording companies 
have been cutting musical back- 
grounds and complete recordings 








in England for U. S. consumption, | 


there's strong belief that in many 
cases the “English-made” label has 
been a smokescreen covering the 


making of disks right under the. 


nose of the American Federation of 
Musicians. 


When the cutting of music for 

. S. consumption began in Lon- 
don, some American firms were all 
too anxious to have it established 
that they were getting material 
from overseas. It’s felt that under 
that coverup many proceeded to re- 
cord in the U. S., with no one the 
wiser since the musicians involved 
were unlikely to talk. 

Experienced recording men as- 
Sert that it’s actually possible to 


pick from released disks the sides | 


that were made in the U. S. since 
the ban. Even though many re- 
corders feel that English-made 
disks aren't equal to U. S. sides 
(there are those who feel they're 
Superior), it’s asserted that the 
U. S. cuttings are obvious for one 
£00d reason—bootleg sides are hot 
made in wellknown studios. They 
are made in hastily prepared hide- 
aways or seldom-used studios that 
do not have the acoustics and other 
requirements that modern studios 
Possess. These failings almost al- 
Ways mark the bootleg sides to the 
experienced ear. 


GASTEL TO MANAGE 
HERMAN STARTING OCT. 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 

Carlos Gastel will become man- 
ager of Woody Herman band effec- 
tive Oct. 1, 
man’s booking contract with Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. commences. 
Herman flew in over the weekend 
to come to terms with Gastel. 
_Gastel ceases drawing commis- 
sions from Stan Kenton next week. 
on dates which had been set prior 
to splitup of the pair early in June. 
Herman, since re-forming his orch 
& year ago, has been booked by 
Continental Artists, from which the 





fader cut away to jump back to: 
GAC just before Continental was , 


absorbed by Joe Glaser’s Associ- 
ated Booking office. 


,’ 
> 








the defeatist attitude | 


about the time Her-— 


Yankovic Disking 


Frank Yankovic’s small orches- 
tra, which rose out of obscurity re- | 
cently via the Columbia Record 
disking of “Just Because.” drew ' 
a New York nitery date as a result. | 
Combo opens at the Village Barn 
Sept. 30. It’s preceded by two 
‘weeks at Frankie Palumbo’s Ciro’s 
gas Philadelphia, opening Sept. 

Yankovic, a Cleveland outfit. has 
been playing one-nighters in the 
midwestern and Pennsylvania ter- 
ritories in recent weeks on the 
| strength of the “Because” disk, and 
has been doing well. 


ASCAP Okay 
In Washington 


Seattle, Aug. 31. 

The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers has 
upparently won the right-to collect 
fees for public performances of its 
/members’ musical compositions in 
the state of Washington. Attorney 
General Smith Troy has issued an 
opinion that ASCAP material filed 
with the secretary of state April 
20, 1948, “is a reasonable com- 
| pliance” with a 1937 state law 
which ‘calls for filing with the 
secretary of state a list of copy- 
righted works plus supporting data 
for each title. 

Last January the State Supreme 
Court ruled that ASCAP had not 
complied with the law, saying that 
the list filed contained musical 
compositions in the public domain. 
Troy's opinion said: “The defects 
whieh the Supreme Court pointed 
out have now been cured.” 

Jesse Rosenburg, an assistant at- 
,torney general who prepared the 
opinion under Troy’s direction, said 
he felt ASCAP could now go ahead 
and start collecting fees in this 
state. 











Personnel Switches 
Trip Post-Ban Disk 
| Promotion by Bands 


Name bands which made record- 
ings before the disk ban last Jan. 1 
are in some instances being both- 
ered currently by the fact that 
‘shifts in vocal personnel since then 
often make it difficult to do live 
performance of a tune in the same 
manner in which it was originally 
‘recorded. Few name _ maestros 
manage or want to hold the same 
singers any length of time and when 
a new one comes in rarely can he 
or she be expected to duplicate the 


performance that might bring a. 


record to attention. 

For example, Tommy 
“Until” disk for RCA-Victor. 
sey made it originally last fatl with 
Harry Prine and the 
Clark Sisters and Town Criers 
groups. His current performances 
of the tune on the air use only the 
English singer Denny Dennis, and 
it's completely different from the 
recorded version. 

Of course, such shifts can work 
two ways. A new singer in a band 
can do a better job than the one 
who orginatly cut the record of a 
tune. But since it’s always the re- 
corded version that makes or 


breaks an arrangement, a superior» 


performance by a subsequent 
singer doesn’t help. And one in- 
terior to the disked version can fail 


to help, too. And today live broad- | 


casts are used only to promote re- 
corded atrangements. 


BMI Hires Merchandiser 


Broadcast Music, Inc., has put a 
man on to cover the road for its 





own music catalog as well as those. 


firms affliated with the radio- 
owned performance society. He's 
Bill Hansen, who will concern him- 
self with selling, merchandising 
ideas. surveying the music field for 
trends, ete. While he will act in 
| behalf of all publishers connected 
‘in any way with. BMI, the latter 
‘org will pay his salary. 

Hansen is a brother of Charles 
Hansen, formerly with Edwin H. 
'Morris, but new in business for 
, himself. 


| BMU’s 20% Vote 


Lands Him N. Y. Cafe. 


Dorsey’s 
Dor- | 


combined | 


There are 5,500 musicians 
eniisted in the British Musi- 

| cians Union but only 1,200 out 
| Of the total voted in the ballet- 
ing which decided that mem- 
bers refrain from making re- | 
| Cordings with visiting U. S. | 





AFM Seeks to Drive Disk-Ban Wedge 
Between Transcribers, Recorders 





—— for shipment to the 
hoe 

Only members whose dues 
are paid up are allowed to bal- 
lot. of course, and some 4,300 


| disk names, or cutting back- | 
Par Skirts Suit By 


\ Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Despite the fact that its copy- 
right doesn't cover song titles, Par- 
'amount’s legal department nixed 
a new tune, “Streets of Laredo,” 
composed by staff songsmiths Jay 
Livingston and Ray Evans, for pic- 
ture of same name on the grounds 
jthat it might cause a _ lawsuit. 
| Rather than risk suit, legalites ad- 




















are in arrears. 
Ringleader Of 
Ca i |some lyrics. 
‘ 9 | Decision is based on the fact 
i | that a song of the same title was 
0 ove published several years ago. 
There's talk around New York of pd “= 
the activities of a fairly well known | a jor - ters 
batoneer who's endeavoring to talk 
'a group of contemporaries into 
bolting the American Federation ? 
‘of Musicians because of the disk- eal 
ing ban. It’s said that the ring- 
_leader of the proposition feels that ; ; 
if he can get 15 name maestros and | Major one-night ballrooms were 
| their sidemen to agree, plus a fair Clipped heavily by the unusual 
| percentage of the radio and re- heat wave that covered virtually 
|cording musicians in New York, 4ll of the eastern territory last 
|Chicago and Los Angeles, that a week. Standard gpots in Pennsy!- 
second union could be established. vania, New York and lower parts 
Virtually ever since the disk ban | Of New England al! ran into siow 
was first put into effect last Jan. | b.o. reaction due to the heat. It’s 
1 there have been consistent | only six or eight weeks since they 
|rumors of a like nature. None has were equally hampered at the b.o. 
lever gotten past the rumor stage. | by constant rains. 
| It's figured to be a monumental! Not even top names were able 
task to start such a movement. One | to do much against the high tem- 
reason is that if it fails and those peratures. Some operators were 
who were inclined that way be-| lucky to break even on dates, but 
came known to the American Fed- the majority claim to have lost 
eration of Musicians, they'd be in coin. 
plenty of trouble. = 
However, the current whispers Cugat Grabs $7,700 
also point out that AFM members | Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
caught in an abortive move such Xavier Cugat has rolled up the 
as outlined above would have pro- | year’s high biz at the Aragon ball- 
tection under the terms of the | room, Santa Monica, over the last 
Taft-Hartley law. weekend although ba!lroom condi- 
tions have been generally blowzy 
9 'hereabouts all summer. Booked in 
Ham ton S 14G Of at $3,750 guarantee against 60°° af 
D gross, the band soared high into 
| percentage, pocketing almost $7,700 
for three nights. Cugat will play 
| 28G LA Gross next two weekends at the beach- 
efi ke front ballroom. 
| Hollywood, Aug. 31. > 
Lionel Hampton orch grabbed AFM Gets More Music 
approximately $14,000 for its share . 
of a week's stand at Million Dollar | For Its Disk Royalty 
theatre. In at flat 50° from first |- et 
dollar, with house grossing $28,000, | Fund Outlay Mm 
‘take was the biggest since Tex | ) 
‘Beneke’s $28,900 in November, Midway through its second year. 
(1946. Acts on bill were chiefly the free music program financed 
with Hampton entourage, with one by the recording and transcription 
\turn, bo ight for week only, costing | fund of the American Federation 
| $250. | of Musicians is providing more 
Top was 85c. against Beneke’s | Performances at a smaller cost 
'98c. Frankie Laine opens today ‘compared with a similar period 
(31) on similar 50-50 deal, with ‘last year. Increase in concerts, at 
Laine paying the supporting acts @ lower outlay, was attributed to 


and Ike Carpenter orch. Last Sep- # greater demand for small or- 


; : lias chestral units. 
pepo at 98c. top, Laine grossed Current status of the AFM’s 


fund was disclosed in a report is- 
'sued Monday (30) by the union’s 
prexy, James C. Petrillo. His sta- 
tistics showed that as of last Wed- 
nesday (25) 102,094 members of 
most of the federation’s 700 locals 
had played 6,989 performances in 
veterans’ hospitals, park band- 
: hone stands, teen-age dances, etc., 
an obvious move to eliminate U. Ss. throughout the U. S. and Canada. 
/artists as a source of competition Coct for the entertainment totalled 
to British waxing talent, Decca Rec- $911,023.10. or more than half 
ord prexy Jack Kapp declared upon 4948's alioeation of $1,736,000. Last 
his return to New York Monday year on the same date the fund 
(30) after a seven-week European had shelled out $982,073.90 of a 
junket. He felt that the BMU’S total expenditure of $1,444,500 for 
ban wouldn't be too tough on Decca 5,824 performances by 104.127 un- 
as he claimed the company had jon members. Despite the trend 
made only two Andrews Sisters toward smaller groups, the report 
sides there (“Underneath the pointed out. no major musical 
Arches”-“You Call Everybody Dar- events were sacrificed. 
ling’) and had no plans for others. Report adds that the fund has 
While some British bandleaders g¢jther spent or appropriated $3.- 
and platter stars felt that the 999900 in its first two years of 
BMU’'s ban might result in a re- operation. It also notes, evidently 
taliation by American disk firms for the record, that the kitty was 
through halting sales of British ar- | formed by small royalty payments 
tists’ recordings, Kapp opined that, by record and transcription firms. 
this would be an unwise step. For. Contract creating this fund expired 
he added, this action would benefit jacst Dee. 31, and since then no 
no firm with the exception of the union tooters have cut disks. 


London (British Decca) label. Asked © 
Mercury Signs Deauville 





Obvious Move to Kayo 
U. S. Competition—Kapp 


| British Musicians Union ban on 
American performer recordings is 





for his reaction to the Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust suit against Decca, 
British Decca and Electrical Musi- 


- rar ad Mercury Records has _ signed 
- Cane Oe Oe aed Ronnie Deauville, former vocalist 
deanna ae ar with Ray Anthony and will out 


the complaint. him to work immediately. He'll 


record with foreign made _ back- 
grounds in New York. 





Mills Signs Joe iy, ood ‘ 
Composer -conductor Josep E e Aue 
Wagner inked new agreement with | Deauville imade the “Gloria 
Mills Music. ,side with Antheny, which has 


Laiter publishes his “Fantasy in, been drawing attention in the mid- 
Technicolor.” swest. 








Nixing Tune for Pic 


|vised retitling tune and changing | 


+ American Federation of Musi- 


‘cians last week attempted to force 
a settlement of the eight-month 
old disk ban by driving a wedge 
between the transcription and 
recording companies, Union offered 
| representatives of independent 
transcribers (Standard, Langwerth, 
Associated, etc.) a solution to the 
disk ban which had been offered 
the recording companies severai 
weeks back and rejected as un- 
workable. Transcribers also have 
refused the arrangement. 

Here’s how the idea was to werk: 
Some weeks ago, members of the 
recording industry committee were 
,offered an arrangement by the 
AFM which called for the recorders 
to deposit with the Guaranty 
Trust Co., New York, the royalty 
sums which before the ban they 
had been forwarding directly to 
the union and which the Taft- 
Hartley law bars. Guaranty Trust 
was to act as a middleman, keeping 
custody of the coin, but doling it 
out to AFM locals as directed. 
,_ Briefly, the plan was exactly iden- 
tical with the arrangement out- 
lawed by the T-H—except that the 
_Guaranty Trust was to handle the 
coin instead of the AFM. 

Representatives of the major 

(Continucd on page 46) 


Barton Snarled 


Trying to Patch 
_ Tangled Company 


Ben Barton's attempt to straight- 
en out the tangled affairs of his 
Barton Music firm and reactivate 
the business has fizzled. Barton 
and his partner, Hank Sanicola, 
who flew to California last Decem- 
ber, leaving some $80,000 in debis, 
sought to get creditors to accept 
75¢ ow the dollar as a means of 
settling the firm's debts, so that he 
could start anew. Henry Levine, 
of Jewel Music and Marty Symes 
and Johnny Farrow, among the 
| principal creditors, refused the 
settlement plan. 
| Levine, a printer of music as 
_well as owner of the Jewel catalog, 
is a Barton debtor because of print- 
jing bills. Symes and Farrow are 
_ writers of “1 Have But One Heart,” 
| which Barton published and which 
was one of last year’s outstanding 
hits. Levine, incidentally, is a 
| bidder 
on the verge of taking over the 
catalog. 
| As a result of his inability to 
smooth out ihe firm’s affairs, Bar- 
ton has returned to Hollywood. 
Whether Levine will continue. te 
try a takeover of the catalog is 
aincertain. 

Jack Berbell, the agent, also was 
offered the outfit. 


RIVIERA, CARNIVAL 
MULL NAME BANDS 


Bill Miller's Riviera, Fort Lee, 
N. J., and Nicky Blair, operator of 
the now-shuttered Carnival, New 
York, both have been looking into 
the possibility of using name bands 
as a lure in place of name acts. 
Miller has been discussing deals for 
_either Tommy Dorsey or Sammy 
Kaye's orchestra for late fall dates. 
Last year the spot operated until 
‘Jan. 1. Discussion stage is as far 
,as the idea has gone, however. 
| As for the Carnival, Blair has 
been asking for price quotations on 
top names for later this season. 
He used name combos once before, 
in conjunction with a floor show. 
Louis Prima and Shep Fields both 
worked the spot. 


Breeskin’s Diplomatic 
Hit Parade Surefire B.0. 


Washington, Aug. 31. 
Bandleader Barnee_ Breeskin, 
who's chalked up 18 consecutive 
years as maestro at the Shoreham 
hotel here, ascribed his success to 











his policy of being strictly neutral 


as far as politics is concerned. 
_ Fact that Breeskin reportedly 


knows the favorite song of every 
Congressman and diplomat is alse 


.a big help to the batoneer. 


for the firm and once was — 
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: Songs with Largest Radio Audience : ‘RH’ Logging System | 




















3 (Week ending Aug. 26) y 
; 3 i Gatway Bay aly a Eg Richard Himber’s new development in logging troadcast perform- A 
The top 32 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi. z \Ballerina ............ Maurice , @’ces lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules, ‘ 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over # Woody Woodpecker. ...... Leeds /ey are compiled an the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc.. Dr, % Heartbreaker 2... Leeds 2 points for sustaining vocal; 2 for tecal commercial instrumental; 3 
John G. Peatman, Director. : ’ ; $ | You Can't Be True .....Chappeli | /97 locai a pe pocw: & for net ae instrumental; o net- 
| Dre ; , F work commercial vocal. * indicates fin excerpt. stage excerpt. 
Survey Week of August 20-26, 1948 + ~staing flow! “a hes F ~ a Week of August 20-26, 1948 ° 
A Boy From Texas... .. Rae EW sige: 2 ab kk ets Shapiro-B 3 Rambling Rose ...... "Dash Total 
A Fella With an Umbrella—?’‘Easter Parade”... .... Feist Time May Change Connelly Seng Publisher . Pie 
ATreeInthe Meadow......... ... 1... Shapiro-B Golden Earrings __. -. Victoria A Tree In the Meadow—Shapiro -* .. 279 
| Better Luck Next Time—j“Easter Parade” :....... Feist Million. Tomorrows Connelly | Better Luck Next Time—*"Easter Parade”—Feist .. 247 
; Beyond the Sea Poche GOR hee ese e hiss swanbebane Chappell Near You Wood [t's Magic—*“Romance on High Seas”-—Witmark . 200 
' Blue Bird of Happiness ......................... T. B. Harms | S d 12 You Call Everybody Darlin’—Mayfair .. 185 
5 eh Lhe va Wh 40 A048 0s oA dna bed Ow es 54a Oxford saute dae secon Maybe You'll Be Trere—Triangle |... 6. swe + +singdapiags codes 176 
: Cuanto Le Gusta .........................0.22-. Southern | Toolie Oolie Southern | Yours—Marks . teas .. 161 
Dolores past Fe bs in caneeasauhece Famous After All oon ..Cinephonic Only Happens When Dance With You—*“Easter Parade’—Berlin . 138 
Evervbody Loves Somebody . 7 Sinatra Ought to be Society. . Kassner Love Somebody—Kramer-W we Rita ack «: 
, Ev'ry Day I Love You—*“Two Guys From Texas”. . Harms Nature Boy Morris | Little Girl—Leede :... oi. -n.0'6s + +5: osha + PELs ae enenaiee 136 
: Hair Of Gold, Eyes of Blue ........_. # |. Mehere rree in Meadow s oe tas Connelly | Everyday I Love You—‘*“Two Guys From Texas’—Harms ....... 125 
’ I Went Down To Virginia .... ; > Jeflereea October Twilight........ .. Dash | Everybody Loves Somebody—Sinatra  ..-. .... ............ 119 
I'd Love To Live In Loveland—i“Are You With It” BVC Little White EMOS.. or ceee Wright Put "Em In Box—*“Romance on High Seas”—Remick ........... 119 
Only Happens Dance With You—*‘Easter Parade”. Berlin | Beg Your Pardon ....... _ Wood My Happiness—Blasco a eres 107 
It's Magic—**“Romance On High Seas” ........... Witmark peur oh a ee Kassner | Just For Now—Advance te derercterses 106 
Mead MN ORO ae a cob 6 oe eK re ee eee eaceeen Advanced Pong see : _Prowse Love To Live In Loveland—BVC ................-. 98 
“pe Fat Sere a an eS Leeds |My Happiness -- Chappell | Deleres—Famaes oo 5-2 ks ie eine de ab viene MMe in bw Oe 97 
ee eee, Serre Kramer-W Turned Tables on Me .... Prowse! A Boy From Tenss—Ghapire ....... 44.03... buss sesienmie 40h | 91 
Maybe You'll Be There.......................... Triangle leg age to ae gna Seo settee Sa? ~ 
My Happiness ... bey bo ha Sewn ced Co's oeeee Lee Blase is Is the Moment—*“Lady In Ermine’—Miller .... 
sim... et Wai naiees LaSalle BUD MORRIS BUYS 8 Cuanto Le Gusta—*"Date With Judy"—Southern 89 
+ put ’Em In a Box—*“Romance On High Seas” .:... Remick | io Sees EF Lave—Lampoe | a om ee eres . 
4 3 Steppin’ Out With My Baby—7“Easter Parade”.... Berlin TUNES TO SNARE ONE Hankerin—*"'Two Guys From Texas"—Remick ....... 86 3 
+ Take It Away So, Ns wes caceéeen Pemora Stesulet Stik: tied: ea eae P.S. | Love You—La Salle eee eae e tenants 86 oF 
| ~ Takin’ Miss Mary to the Ball ................... Miller | eight “es . snt_ When the Red Red Robin—Bourne ....................-. 83 ' 
fase Campbell ciant songs {rom an amateur song | Hair of Gold, Eyes of Blue—Robert 00-000. ..20 0.00000) 81 
- . a. ; ’ . essier, é eyon e Sea SE - Gs: Ry. ss wea ds eae oa & hee 
Been ne eoecker nn Comes Bobbin Along. -.-. Bowne $a a means of getting hold of one Judaline—'“Date With Judy"—Robbing ©2020 020202.11.001) 16 
| You Call Everybody Darling ..................... Mayfair Si meta dete ie ao Natinak; | Steppin’ Out With Baby—i"Easter Parade"—Berlin ........-..+- ZS 
You Can't Be True Dear . aes ee eee “vn Gagan — a ne ee on’ a National It’s a Most Unusual Day—*“Date With Judy”"—Robbins ......... 72 
3 ede Sinicen label disk. Tune Morris sought is Woody Woodpecker—Leeds “ hs oene 71 
: gg MR LS aR RD a abel ee th Arig toe on to Know,” recorded Rhode Island Famous For You—**“Inside U.S.A.”--Crawford ..... 68 
The remaining 22 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted } There has been so much interest Age patter mga Cae, PE eo? hts 3 = 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 2} in the race record marts in “Too | Confes: te ERP nigel ly taht sith Niet eee Tee Te ’ 65 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Ine., ¢ | Soon” that Decca has made it with | Biyebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms ........................... 64 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. | Ella Fitzgerald for full-scale re- When You Left | dee A aR le, SE OS ie Tar . 6 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—i“‘Melody Time” ..... Santly-Joy 3 lease; Mercury will cut it with) en SRP OCE ae fr OPT ae Fe ey ee 62 
Caramba It’s the Samba. ..................005. Martin | Dinah Washington, and Manor with Little White Lies—BVC .. , wih dS Sohn ond ain ae Pee : 
Wor Henvem’s Sake... co .ncc ccc cc censcccececs Duchess Savannah Churchill. Other com-'| yoy Came a Long Way From St. Louis—Jewel ............. sa 
Hankerin’ .........-.. Feet wp ge Abith tc eines unin 'b Remick | Panies plan cuttings. Blue Shadows On Trail—*“Melody Time”—Santly . Ce ik 
Care If Rains All Night—-:“Two Guys From Texas” Witmark | ast ' Night Has a Thousand Eyes—‘“Night Has Thousand Eyes’—Par... 5 
eo RS oer Pareea rare vere Advanced Discovery Label Set |] May Be Wrong—Advance ee Pe eae te ae ee ca Ae 
I'm Sorry, But I’m Glad.......................... Simon ae See Oe Se ee ae ha Cheepes marian 12 x. “SS 
Se Oe I oi de aiyind «0.66006 ce bes ss cee > 000 SR | “ en Miss Mary To the Ball—*“On An Island With You"—Miller 52 
It’s a Most Unusual Day....................0.. Robbins For Phil Moore Disks, Whisper a Word of Love--Leeds at eee Nien 2 a aee 6s eee 51 
Judaline—*“Date With Judy”................... Robbins Hollywood, Aug. 31. | For Heavens Sake—Duchess SPER PR eS Ls ot Pe ih oe 51 
OU I on SR Ace ess be 6 Age ob 60S eS OORT SS BVC Albert Marx, formerly with Mu- You Can’t Be True Dear—Biltmore ................... . 49 4 
ec iil a a ae o seep eeeces MAMAS sicraft Records. has formed Discov- | | Don't Care If It Rains All Night—Witmark ............. . 4 ' 
My Fair Lady .. et a Az. 0p encom. buena United ery Records as aa outlet for mas- Carramba It’s the Samba— Martin be vbod choad sees tU See. eee bee 45 i 
Night Has Thousand Eyes—?“Night Has Eyes”..... er ters Phil Moore waxed prior to the | You Walk By—Cavalier - 552s se bom Cees dae ee os 
Now Is the Hour ..:.................- wean nina eee Jan. 1 recording ban. ———_— ecomti tame 
| Ree . Laurel | Sides, which are Moore originals, | 


Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*‘Inside U.S.A.”. Crawford _were cut by a 52-piece orch. 





On the Upbeat | 


Tea Leaves PEGS See 888 Cee ee oe ee Pane | 
This Is the Moment—*“Lady In Ermine”.......... obbins Royal Reost N. » Sets ; } 
Walkin’ With My Shadow .................--0-5. Johnstone-M 2°” ° m4 ee iental, Chi, at $7,500 per stanza ; . 
When You Left Me ............ cs eceeeecccccess Porgie Big Bd. Policy With Basie. : New York get oe ig gs pert: will 
Whisper a Word of Love.................e0ee eee Leeds | ‘The Royal Roost, New York | exrra Soe gre as one-nite in El Monte Sept. 2 and 
You Came a Long Way ...-.-..- 5-0 sees eeeeeees Jewel basement nitery which started as | readonl Seven, titled *Gerutan You” again Sept. 9, at flat $750 for each 
(OR BR ees eed Ce eee eee Cavalier the Chicken Roost, using novelty |' a ‘Aamehh Ghew. tna inene os date... Tex Beneke band set for 
You Were Only oe: IRR Se eS eee beeen Shapiro-B bands, then went into jazz with ye disk jockey attention to Por 4 two weeks at Chase hotel. St. 
_Charlie Ventura’s orchestra and tune, “160 Acres,” by sending them louis, starting Sept. 30 . . . Diazy 





| Billy Eckstine, is now going for big | “deeds” in company with the disk GiMespie has been held over at 
4444444 bands. Spot has been piling up|.. Roy Eldridge orchestra into Billy Berg’s nitery. Gillespie stays’ 
fancy grosses with Eckstine and | Apollo Cafe Friday (3) ..General one additional week, closing Sept. 
Ventura and has signed Count Artists signed Mindy Casron, 8 ... Lionel Hampten band 
Columbus, O., Aug. 31. Basie’s —— to — Sept. 9. | Musicraft singer. booked for location date at Cotton 
To handle Basie’s big crew, | Club, Frisco, opening tomorrow 
Izler Solomon, conductor of the | Roost inant ected tte bandstand | Hollywood oO. kek tes coe ae 
and make other changes. That's Louis Armstrong six-man combo four weeks at Club Burma, Frisco, 
being done now. Meanwhile, Basie has cancelled Sept. 16 date at opening Sept. 20 at $1,000 weekly, 
just closed at the Strand theatre, Flamingo, Las Vegas, so crew can wij] jaunt to Honolulu. 
across Brcadway from the Roost. accept three-week stand at Or-. 


* Legit Musical. t Filmusical. 


Music Notes | 


Statesmen recorded “Beautiful 
Katy” at U-I for Fred MacMurray- Columbus philharmonic orchestra, | 
Claudette Colbert starrer, “Family ‘revealed that he will return to Tel 
Honeymoon.” . . . Frances Wayne Aviv next summer to conduct the 
has had her option lifted at Red, Palestine symph. again. 

Feather . . . Tommy Traynor, - 
Frankie Masters’ vocalist, is in 
Methodist hospital recuping from 


Encores in Tel Aviv 














{ 


| Chicago i 
' (Clark Dennis, singer, in town for 
_Cook County Fair . . . Billy Stone, 
veteran music pub, passed away 





an automobile accident . . . Frankie 
Laine has been set to do a turn in 
Columbia’s “Make Believe Ball- 
room” skedded to roll Sept. 14... 
Artie Wayne at Jackie Green's 
Club for three weeks . . . Gordon | 
Music firm, publisher of “Dear. 
Oakie” has given foreign rights 
for printing and_ distribution 
to‘Peer International .. . Johnny 
Green inked to do the score for 
“Happy Times”, at Warners. . . 
Jack Elliott's “The Far Fron- 
tier’ and “The Casual Cow- 
boy Song” and Foy Willing’s “I 
Still Love the West” purchased by 
Republic to: use in “The Far 
Frontier.” - David L. Snell, 
composer-conductor at Metro for 
the last 11 years, is checking out of 
the studio. Cleffer reportedly re- | 
fused to ink new pact calling for 
less coin than he had been mak- 
ing before studio started its re- 
cent economy campaign ... New 
tune by Ann Ronell and a revived 
oldie by the femme songsmith have 

n added to the score of Lester | 
Cowan's “Follow the Blondes.” Top | 
new song for the pic is “Love 
Happy.” Getting the revival treat- 
ment is “Willow Weep'for Me”. . . 
Dan Andersen quit as flack for 
Capitol Record to go into biz on his 
own .. . Cocoanut Grove has signed | 
Florence Desmond, British chirp, 
for four-week stand starting Nov. | 
9, at which time Freddy Martin | 
band returns to site for three- 
menth location. Carl Brisson also 
has been jotted by Grove for four- 
Week date, either directly follow- 
ing Miss Desmond or during Janu- 
aty. Specific date for Brisson wil! 
be decided this 





[— {RETAIL SHEET BEST 












































































































































—— VARIETY | 

Survey of retail sheet music S eis 5 & ¢ 

sales, based on reports obtained 3 oO 5 is > 2}? 

from leading stores in 12 cities, \& 2 2 z Ly ae s 
and showing comparative sales i | > E “ Sleltels Sis E T 
rating for this and last week. l¢ 3 “ey 2 . e 2ig,£ ss Oo 
Sizl,/§'Sisjele2/s/siele| * 
SiaglslZisieis|si/z2)2)s/£] A 
\n e@idis |" x a 4 sli2\le L 

+ i oe c sin- ; 3 1]Aain 
on Week Ending SiSleialaldleldis|glala P 

ationa a 0 rat ry) e s $ 
Rating Aug. 28 iP we 313 & = g E 3 sg E x A 
This Last Bless elsisi sisi sl sis] z 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher iziOlAalziainia@liElalaials! s 
1 1. “Tree in the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 1 3 2 2 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 108 
2 3. “It’s Magic” (Wrtmark).......... Si 3 OS eee ee 
3 2 “My Happiness” (Blasco).......- aw i tf 4 43 ee. 2 
4 4 “You Call Darling” (Mayfair)... 2 4 4 3 2 6 5 6 4 # 3 4 & 
$5 “You Can't Be True” (Biltmore). 7 5 8 5 3 3 3 a 
§ 6 “Love Somebody” (Kramer-W)... 5 6 6 6 6 5 .. 7s $$ 6 S&S 
“GA 9 “It Only Happens” (Berlin) ..... 10 10 10 7 eh Hh ate en 
B72 “Weody Woodpecker” (Leeds).... .. -- 5 8 7 VeRO On aa 
8 11 “Maybe You'll Be There” (Triangle) 6 .. 7... ’ Er 6 10 2 
9 10 “Confess” (Oxford)........-.---- i. oe a To ME ere 
id 10 “Blue Bird Happiness” (T.B.Harms) “a a cn wh 8 pe 10 10 2 20 
il & “Little White Lies” (BVC)....... 9 RE EOE, il 
i2. .. “Underneath Arches” (Robbins)... oe ee & res 
ig. 12. “Put ‘Em im a Bex” (Remick) ... 10 10 ss 8 











after long illness ... Studs Terkle, 
disk jock, back on airwaves via 
WJJD ... Pat Buttram, formerly 
,of “National Barn Dance,” joins 
Gene Autry on stage of Oriental, 
Sept. 2... . Harmenicats rebooked 
into Hippodrome, Baltimore, Sept. 
20, for the third time in 13 months 
|. . . George Olsen’s orch at the 
_Beachwalk of the Edgewater Beach 
hotel responsible for outdoor spot 
passing 100,000 mark since opening 
. June ll... Morrey Brennan wind- 
ing up two-weeker at Oak Club, 
' Winona, Minn. .. . Herace Heidt’s 
_winners into Grand theatre, Evans- 
| ville, Ind., after present week at 
| RKO State, Dayton ... Alvine Rey 
‘opens China Doll, former Latin 
| Quarter, Sept. 10 .. . Jerry Glid- 
| den staying on and on at Glass Hat 
, of Congress hotel . . . Karzas ball- 
‘rooms, Trianon and Aragon have set 
bookings until Ist of 1949, with 
Eddie Howard into Aragon Sept. 
14 until Nov. 7, probable follower 
being Dick Jurgens. Tommy Car- 
_lyn into Trianon Sept. 16 to Oct. 
17, with Del Ceurtney, Oct. 18- 
Nov. 7, Teddy Phillips, Nov. 9-Dec. 
24, with Lawrence Welk remaining 
|Xmas Day ... Paul Sparr’s orch 
staying through Nov. 17 at Drake 
|hotel ... Ted Travers, former song- 
_ plugger, turned disk jock, with 
own program over WJJD, 11:30- 
| 11:45 a.m., Mon. through Fri... . 
_ Frankie Carle set for Riverside 
‘theatre, Milwaukee, Sept. 23 for 
one week ... Sammy Kaye plays 
'“Houston Construction Industries 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Three Defendants Blame 
Others in Infringement | 
Suit on ‘Red Wagon’ 


Writers of Leeds Music’s “Your 
Red Wagon” lifted the tune from | 
other works, it was charged in. 
N.Y. federal court last week by) 
three defendants who are on the 
receiving end of an infringement | 
suit brought by Leeds. Latter firm 
claims Encore Music Publishing 
Co., Capitol Records, Inc., and 
Berle Adams _ infringed upon 
“Wagon” by publishing and re- 
cording “King Sized Papa.” 

Defendants’ denials to the Leeds | 
suit were made in their answers | 
io the publisher’s action. Simul-| 
taneously, Adams, who allegedly 
does business as Preview Music, 

argued that he does not operate | 
Preview, nor did he cause “Papa” | 
to be recorded in any way. In ad- | 
dition, he asks dismissal of the | 
suit on the grounds that he never | 
collected any revenue. from aad 


song. 


Signature Allocates 506 


| 
I 





Royalty on Reorg Plan} 


Signature Records has forked | 
over approximately $50,000 for | 
distribution amiong music  pub- | 
lishers aS part of its reorganization 
arrangement okayed by N. Y. fed-/ 
eral court. Money represents the | 
initial payment on a 25% settle- 
ment plan agreed to by publishers 
to which’ Signature owes royalty 
coin prior to Dec. 13, 1947, when 
it entered into Chapter 11 of the 
Chandler Act. 

Some time this week the pubs | 
will receive in full royalty coin 
accrued since Dec. 13. Signature 
agreed to pay these sums in full. 


Josefovits’ 10 Weeks At 
N.Y. Penn. Returns Soon 


Redecoration of the Hotel Penn- 
sylvania’s cocktail lounge caused 
pianist Teri Josefovits to close at 
the N. Y. hostelry’s spot Saturday 
(28) after a 10-week run in the 
hotel’s Cafe Rouge as well as the 
lounge. 

Josefovits expects to return to 
the Pennsylvania in mid-September 
after refurbishing has been com- 
pleted. There’s also a possibility 
that his Steinway may be aug- 
mented by some additional instru- 
mentation. He planned a band 
last year, but held off until condi- 
tions improved. 
ee 


RAMBLING 
ROSE 


By JOE BURKE and 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 
1619 Broadway, New York 


TOMMY VALANDO 































Words and Music by 


BERNIE WAYNE 


and 


BEN RALEIGH 
WALKIN’ WITH 
MY SHADOW 


". « » spreading into another one of 
those sleeper hits.”—Billboard 
JOHNSTONE-MONTE! MUSIC 
1619 Broadway, New York 























—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 


Cap Facilities Unable 
To Handle Own Work, 
So Victor Helps Out 


























































































































PIED PIPERS (Capitol) 





' ARIE? } 8 3 5 Dd RCA-Victor, which constant] 
‘i + ole = Ci« | aa . ; y 
sue Marlette Gobetis oe wv | 2 | G x14 ra a presses records for various labels, 
tained from leading stores in = s|Si¢ S|o = 5 a Prey eden | sides for Capitol 
12 cities, and showing coin- =| 3 =aleig . eis] 3] - 7 T | at its Indianapolis plant. Unusual 
parative sales rating for this a| 3 a}u| & /PISl/S1E le! ¢ circumstance of one major pressing 
and last week >| @l ale|s 215161 f | 2! tO T for a rival company is due to the 
‘ c. E -| =|% El oH Sigielelsié 4 fact that Capitol has had consider- 
s | § a} oi ri el ys 5 Sia| = 7. able difficulty getting production 
‘Si s] ¢ y y 4/s a a e | ] | | from California sources, and its 
n = & > SiZi[mi 2 isi,is main Scranton plant can’t do it all 
Natiénal Week Ending P 1 Sls s S Si i | Din] = i | 4 alone. 
Rating A 28 sie B 01 & = }; 2; ty | é Ely Main Capitol item being proc- 
ug. = w | =| v 5 is c s|@ g le | = | NY essed by Victor’s midwest factory 
This Last ei mt Stal et «= ¢ ~ | Sis = [el om is Margaret Whiting’s “Tree in a 
wk wk. Artist, Label, Title Z| 5 | Aixsisiaisaials § (f£iois Meadow,” Cap’s top-seller at the 
— ee  — ———~ at. SBA An 4 moment. Victor also has been turn- 
PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) ing out a large portion of the “My 
1 2 “12th Street Rag”.............. 9 21 8 9 1 1 9 1 1 15 Happiness” disks, marketed by the 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) we Damon label, Kansas City indie. 
2 1 “Tree in the IOs vines ce cs se &-.@:-3 8.4 2 «© 6 61 3 66 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
3 ie. 0 OS See he 2 o> ea, ae 3 «63 Joan Blondel Now a P ub 
AL TRACE (Regent) = 
4 5 “You Call Everybody Darling” . Se, | ae A oe 7 3 5 46 Pard of McHugh Adamson 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) Jimmy McHugh, Harold Adam- 
5 4 “You Can’t Be True, Dear’...... 2 6 10 5 8 38 6 4 44 son and Joan Blondell have formed 
DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col) the new music publishing firm of 
6 6 “Love Somebody” .............. 5 i ae ae 7 9 39 ge Rapes gy A <a 
b & ae — é scor m Mike Todd’s 
7 P aoa ¢ ee aaa —* 3 9 2 30 forthcoming Broadway musical, 
. y 0 ; mek os soso se 7 eX eek oe 2 eS ee 7. “As the Girls Go.” Company will 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) be a subsidiary of Sam Fox Musie 
8 7 My Happiness”........ [sharers det 4 4 5 7 28 Publishing Co. Miss Blondel! is 
RAY McKINLEY (Victor) Mrs. Todd in private life. 
9 18 “You Came a Long Way”........ oo ee iy Se ee a ee Se oT ee New pubbery already has set 
ae Irving Weiss as its Coast profes- 





sional manager while Fox's own 

















































































































10 9 “My Happiness” <S eGo Pio beh ps 088 oe ee ee . . . ee \o.p.n will r in N York. Todd 
MEL BLANC-SPORTSMEN (Cap) —_ ee ee eer eee 
ts ee ee ee es Bo ae. 6. 17 Se See oe. eee, 
; = Irene Rich, Bobby Clark, Mary 
: SARAH VAUGHAN (Musicratt) - Hatcher, Bill Callahan and Betty 
43... 41 Bee AM ie os xb mt hs eRe 6 oe 6 2 ia 14 Lou Barto, is slated to preem in 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) Gotham Election Day eve. Mce- 
13 12 “My Happiness”.:.............. 8 9 ‘ 3 13 Hugh and Adamson, of course, are 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) ~ | doing the score. 
Te i Sa ae eee 6 8 4 ey" os ‘% 10 
me VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) : : ~ | Pa. Goes on With Shows 
“Maharajah o GG OPT eree beets ree a a ee 10 s . ae: 
PRIMO SCALA (London) Despite Waring Exit 
14C 13 “Underneath the Arches”........ Fede ae he oer pehenan een tis oe 
. ———- Although Fre aring resigne 
PERRY COMO (Victor _last week as chairman of the talent 
15A 10 Be GPE UROUIE ooinas cc es s “i ree eT eee ees ST ues ee Pee 9 committee for three programs be- 
: ART MOONEY (M-G-M) | ing planned by the Pennsylvania 
15B -18 Blue Bird of Happiness”........ mt Se ee ee ee ra. Ue 5 9 Department of, Commerce as part 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) of the “Pennsylvania Week” cele- 
15C . } "Seer ae ae ae a 2 9 || bration Sept. 27-Oct. 1, plans are 
PERRY COMO (Victor . going ahead under the supervision 
16 .. “Rambling Rose”................ ee ei as : , 4. 8 9% Sopmrtmens orcicind. 
BENNY STRONG (Tower) m,. nga which will fea- 
17A “That Certain Party”............ APRS Te” ae” ae, OF 7 || Te ak iat ae a ae 
Bites eS Be Ee _have made good in the show biz, 
GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) 'will be offered in Pittsburgh 
17B 19 . “It’s Maglio”... 0.0... comes Pe Ge ee ey ae ae” ee ee 7 |) Philadelphi isbur ’ 
Philadelphia and Harrisburg. It 
LOUIS JORDAN (Decca) is hoped to attract such native- 
18A ME ee Rs hans pad mec cs os oes ME oe om as cs- 96 oo os. © 9) ORES CheettENetS G8 Demumy aad 
ANNE VINCENT (Mercury) | Jimmy Dorsey, Adolphe Menjou 
kh 14 “Bou Cam Rvecybeds Darling”....0.. 0 5. 5. 0. Boece os os oe. 6 SNe Nelson Eddy. | 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) — 
18C “Every Day I Love You”......... ates Niky TA wel Se” ca am: Melee Ge - fees 6 Featured in M-G-M’s 
STAN KENTON (Capitol) | ae 
18D .. “How High the Moon”........... ae ee ee see a ee ee ee ee 6 | ) 
FIVE TOP 1 2 3 4 5 | DON T 
EMPEROR WALTZ ALBUM NO. 3 SONGS OF PROGRESSIVE MUSIC FOR 
JAZZ MILLIONS BL AME 
ALBUMS Bing Crosby Al Jolson OUR TIMES Sent inten Poul Whiteman 
Decca Decca Decca Capitol | Columbia | ME 
| 
Hampton’s 1-Niters B d H 7. | 
Through the South’ an S at otel B.O. ~ | Music by 22 
Hollywood, Aug. Bharat Covers Tota: | JIMMY McHUGH 
_ Lionel Hampton band will make | Weeks Past Covers 
its first one-niter sweep through | _°*"@ ! meagre : Played Week On Date ROBBINS 
the south and southwest in seven | Freddy Martin..... Waldorf (400; $2) ........ sees eo . 3800 S475 
years, starting Sept. 26 at Tucson, Bernie Cummins*.. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 4 1,100 4,825 
Arizona. B. Barron—3 Suns. .Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......... 3 3,100 9,625 
Hampton is playing 46 one-niters | ; 
with guarantees ranging from $i,-; * New Yorker, ice show. A GREAT 
500 to $4,000. 
H Difeivel | ; Chicago RHY THM BALLAD 
erman vererr in Chi George Olsen (Beachwalk, Edgewater Beach; $1.50-$2.50 min.), Heat 
. Chicago, Aug. 31, | Wave driving customers to outdoor-spots. Boff 14,000. 
Date of the reopening of the|.. Bemmy Strong (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Panther Room of the Sherman | Cooling effect of ice show garners neat 3,300. 
hotel as a name band spot has been | Florian ZaBach (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 
deferred. Woody Herman's orches- | C°V¢!: Upped 100 covers over last week to 3,000, ~~ 
oo booked weeks back to debut 
the room on Oct. 14, won’t open OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
until at least the 26th, and perhaps Los Angeles 1619 Broadway, New York 
= the first week in Novem- aarren Shay, Jan Savitt (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). Top 4,000 Pitrgearmanerae 


There has been some difficulty | 


in securing the materials needed in 
the redecoration of the Panther. 
Spot is being split up so that the 





long bar which ran across the rear 
of the room will be enclosed as a 
seafood restaurant to be called 
Davy Jones’ Locker. Bar itself is 


| 
| 


being moved out to the lobby of the | 


room and made much smaller. 


This arrangement will reduce the | 


seating capacity of the ropm from climbing mercury. 


1,000 to perhaps 600. 


No band had been set to follow | 14,000. 


Herman. 
plenty of time to fill the period be- 
tween the scheduled opening and 


-|the new date. 


Therefore Herman has, 


! 
i 
| 


| Good 10,500 callers. 











Strong 3,000 covers. 





Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). 


‘Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Jack Fina (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). So-so 9,000 for se 
week. Orrin Tucker debuts Aug. 31 for two weeks. ee ot ae 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). Next to closing week 
with ropes still up for Danny Thomas; sock 6,000. 
Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Doing excellent 3,600 despite 


Sure SWEET Hit! 


SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHEART 


on LONDON RECORD #260 with 


THE LAW IS COMIN’ 
FER YA PAW! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broad New York 19 


Lawrente Welk (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.), Local fave tilling sweet 





(Los Angeles) 
Ziggy Ellman, Top Notchers (Paliadium B., Hollywood, 8rd_ wk.). 


~ 


















prec 
busi! 
ever 
stem 
Jury 
loca! 
mem 
made 
oper: 
in ni 


whic! 
a Wé 
form 
tion, 
place 
even. 
town 
Op 
ing a 
ing s 
Gran 
sess 
ficer: 
and 
gamb 
with 
inter 
and | 
pecte 
Ow 
Trian 
plain 
unfai 
mem} 
about 
taxes 
bait, 
about 
in for 
Eve 
a slig 
it’s b 
cown, 
and ( 


the b 
into 

It’s e 
for tx 
gener 
racke 
re we 





= 











Wednesday, September 1, 1948 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 31. 4 


~ Grand Jury Probe of Rackets, Private 
Clubs Booms Other Pittsburgh Cafes 





Blistering heat and night base- | 
ball notwithstanding, Pittsburgh | 
cafes have been enjoying an un-| 
precedented boom last few weeks, | 
business in some cases topping 
everything for past year. It all 
stems directly to current Grand 
Jury investigation, looking into 
Joca! rackets and also into so-called 
membership clubs which have long 
made it tough on open-to-public 
operations by their ability to book 
in name acts with lures not possi- 
ble elsewhere. 

Specifically, three East Liberty 
spots, Bachelors Club, Hunting 
and Fishing Club and Lepus Club, 
which were constantly engaged in 
a war of sorts to grab top per-| 
formers, are no longer in opera- | 
tion, and top-heavy business these 
places attracted is now being 
evenly distributed in the down- 
town rooms. 

Operations of Bachelors, Hunt- 
ing and Fishing and Lepus are be- | 
ing scanned with a fine comb by 
Grand Jury, which has been in 
session for five weeks now, and of- 
ficers are being subpeonaed right 
and left to tell all. Reports of 
gambling casinos and bingo games 
with $1,000 prizes are jurors’ main 
interest, with State Liquor Board 
and Federal income tax men ex- 
pected to take over later. 

Owners of legit spots in Golden 
Triangle have frequently com- | 
plained among themselves of the 
unfair competition, what with 
membership places forgetting 
about Federal and city amusement 
taxes in addition to the boxoffice 
bait, but had never done anything 
about it until Grand Jury stepped 
in for them and turned on the heat. 

Even smaller bars have noticed 
a slight upswing, but in the main 
it’s been the top hot spots down- | 
cown, like Carousel, Nixon Cafe 
and Copa, which have copped off 
the business that gordinarily went 
into the East Liberty channels. 
It’s even more than compensated 
for trade that’s been lost with the 
general exodus of free-spending | 
racketeers to other parts. 











Gayety, Columbus, 


Returns to Burley 
Columbus, O., Aug. 31. 


After being dark all 


" summer, 
the Gayety, city’s only burles- 
query, opens Friday (4) with a 


lineup of new shows every week 
from the Hirst eastern circuit. 
Four stage shows daily 
matinee, two evening) are planned, 
with a two and a half hour show 
Saturday night. 

Gayety was recently taken over 
on a five-year lease by Jack Kane, 
who also has the Grand, Youngs- 
town, and the Mayfair, Dayton, 


ATLANTA HOTELS SET 
NAME BANDS, TALENT 


Atlanta, Aug. 31. 





First of series of. name bands | !0cal American Guild of Variety | 
booked by Ansley hotel’s Rain- | 4!tists. From now on, any profes- | 
putting on a/| 


bow Roof opened Monday (30) with 
Russ Carlyle orchestra, featuring 
Nancy Clayton, Norman Scott, the 
Lamplighters and the Coachmen 
Choir. 

Henry Grady hotel’s Dogwood 
Room, featuring Eddie Camden 
orch, has booked Bob Bromley, 
puppeteer; Tung Pin Soo, magi; 
Lynn Baker, girl warbler, and Nel- 
son Sisters, trapezists, to open 
Sept. 2. 

Jimmy Kilpatrick, singing 
pianist, is currently appearing at 
Mammy’s Shanty, an eatery which 
hitherto provided no entertain- 
ment, 





Jerry Wayne’s 3 Dates 


Jerry Wayne has been set for 


‘two theatre dates, starting at the 


Roma theatre, Grand Rapids, 


|Mich., Sept. 3 for four days, then 
ithe Oriental, Chicago, Sept. 9, for 


two weeks. 
Wayne follows with the Town 


|Casino, Buffalo, Sept. 27. 


(two- | 


'GAC Names Anger 
For Vaudeo Talent 


Harry Anger, of the General 
Artists Corp. theatre dept., has 
been put in charge of spotting 
theatre and cafe talent on video 
vaudeville shows. 


Anger’s new assignment com- 
pletes the lineup of major agencies 
which have put theatre and/or 
cafe men into tele spots. William 
|Morris agency started the move- 
ment with Harry Kalcheim’s shift 
|to video and Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica sometime ago had Johnny 
Greenhut doubling into cafes and 
television. 


! 








AGVA Hits Name 


On Free Shows 


| 

Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
Film, rzdio and stage notables 
|who strut their stuff for free in 
nightclubs are about to get the 
| hook, under an order issued by the 


‘sional performer 
gratis routine in a nitery will be 
haled by AGVA before a trial 
| board of the Associated Actors and 
| Arstistes cf America, with AGVA 
‘insisting that the culprit be fined. 
;AGVA’s theory is that volugteer 
_artists harm the overall working 
,opportunities of regular nightclub 
| troupers, 


in the AGVA notification is Slapsy 
| Maxie’s, which has been under 
/union surveillance for several 
|weeks. Among the names men- 
| tioned are Betty Hutton, Judy Gar- 
| land, Jane Russell, Milton Berle 
'and Harry Ritz. 

AGVA is posting notices in all 
|nitery dressing rooms in this area 
ithat any emcee caught introducing 
la non-paid customer-performer to 
{join the floorshow, or put on an 
‘act, will be called before a trial 
board. Under the ruling a star 
| visitor is permitted to accept an in- 
‘troduction, take a bow and sit 
down. 








Nitery named most prominently | 


Cafe Talent-Buying Takes Spurt 
For Post-Labor Day Premieres 


,% 





Minn. State Fair Gets 


Opening-Day Record 
Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

All-time opening day attendance 
irecord of 69,500 was established 
| by the Minnesota State Fair Sat- 
urday (28), This was over 4,500 
more than a year ago, the previous 
high: 
| Another opening-day record was 
iset in the afternoon when the 26.- 
000 grandstand seats for the auto 
| racing were sold out for the first 





time. 

Indications are that the total at- 
tendance for the 10-day run will set 
ja new all-time high of more than 
1,000,000. 
'drew 902,000. 


| 
' 


| 





HENNY YOUNGMAN SET 
FOR ROSE'S HORSESHOE 


Billy Rose for the second time 
in the history of his Diamond 
| Horseshoe, N. Y., will. hypo his 
layout with a Broadway comic. 
|Henny Youngman has been signed 
'for that spot starting Sept. 12, for 
|a minimum of four weeks. Young- 
man was previously suggested for 
| Rose’s current show, “Violins Over 
| Broadway,” because of his fiddle 
be but no deal was made. 

Other Broadway comic used at 
the Horseshow was Jackie Gleason, 
who worked there a couple of sea- 
sons ago. 

Rose is planning to change the 
current layout after the New Year. 


N. Y. Ebony Sets Holiday 


Club Ebony, sole Harlemesque 
nitery on Broadway, is set to re- 
light Sept. 17 with Billie Holiday. 
Spot has also signed Marcelino 
Guerra’s Latin band and will use 
a line of girls routined by Henry 
Le Tang. 

Cafe will attempt to use sepia 
names throughout the season. 








Last year’s 10-day fair | 


¢ Cafe talent-buying has taken a 


| considerable spurt in preparation 
‘for post-Labor Day openings. Nit- 
-eries outside of New York which 
‘are relighting following summer 
hiatus include the Town Casino, 
Buffalo; Latin Quarter, Boston, 
and Cairo, Washington, Others 
have been going along on lowe 
budgeted show during the summer 
months. 

The Town Casino is still seeking 
a headliner for its Sept. 11 open- 
ing. Rose Marie ,originally set to 
head the show, has dropped out. 
Rest of layout includes Dusty 
Brown, George Kirby, and Nick 
and Virgie. 

The Latin Quarter, Boston, has 
,set Jackie Miles and Yvette for 
|its preem layout. Spot has also 
booked Ted Lewis for Nov. 7. 
| The Club Charles, which opens 
| Sept. 3 after a two-week shutter- 
_ing, has Jackie Gleason, Marion 
| Francis and Serano Hall, and the 
Barclay hotel, Toronto, preems its 
| Fall season with Sid Gould in the 
I‘top spot. 
| The Cairo, Washington, has been 
|'taken over from Sam Shenker by 
Abe Wasser. New owner at one 
| time operated the Brown Derby on 
| 52d street, N. Y., and had the kit- 
'chen at the defunct Hurricane, 
N. Y. Opening show, Sept. 22, has 
| Artie Dann and Sonny Skyler, An- 
'drews Twins and a local.line. 
| The Latin Casino, Philadelphia, 
starts its fall splurging Sept. 186 
with Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
and Phyllis Clare. 

Most of these spots 
names throughout the fall 
| winter season. 


will use 
and 





QUITS ‘ICE FOLLIES’ 


Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 31. 
Russell Tuckey, transportation 
directcr of the “Ice Follies” for 
‘the past 10 years, has resigned 
to return here to enter business. 
Tuckey was assistant director of 
| parks and playgrounds for the city 
before joining the “Ice Follies.” 
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Dave 


Garroway 
NBC-WMAQ 





including Phil Harris, 
Rochester, et al. 





# Topped only by Mr. Show Business himself, 
JACK BENNY, and his famous company, 


Mary Livingstone, 
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Linn 


Burton 


WENR-WIND 


WAAF 


CHICAGO'S TOP DISK JOCKEYS DO TT AGAR 


OVER 122,000 PAID ADMISSIONS! 





Hubbard 
WIND 


A NEW HOUSE ATTENDANCE RECORD !° 


Currently: 


Chicago Theatre 


Chicago 
and Held Over 
for a 3rd Week 





Conceived and 
Produced by 





AL BORDE 


with Many Thanks te 
JACK PAYNE 


203 N. Wabash 
Chicago 
Franklin 4406 
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Atlantic City Season a Clambake: 
Even Names Fail to Brng Em 


Atlantic City, Aug. 31. 

This resort might be renamed 
“Omelette Towm U.S.A.” With 
only one week left before Labor 
Day, eafe and theatre operators 
report that the season has been a 
dud. 

Atiantie City cafes booked top- 
notch name aets throughout the 
season, and crowds were conspicu- 
ous by their absence in bistros dur- 
ing weekday evenings. On early 


summer weekends many spots 
were forced to cut shews from 
their schedules. 


The Auditorium Theatre, which 
has been presenting stage and 
screen stars in Broadway hits, tried 
to caneel the final booking, Kay 
Franeis im “The Last of Mrs. 
Cheney.” but were unabie to settle 
he contract. “Anna Luecasta,” 
whieh drew huge crowds here 
twice last summer, did better than 
expeeted for a simgle week this 
year, and “For Love or Money.” 
starring Janet Blair and Francis 


Lederer, tepped the seven-week 
legit “season.” 

“leecapades,” presenting the 
same eolerful spectacte which 


closed last summer’s run, did a 
brisk eight weeks... and cleses this 


weekend. John Harris offiee re-| 
ports business on a par with last | 


year. 

The Steel Pier did strong busi- 
ness threngheut the summer. Two 
pictures, a mame stage show and 
name danee bands, plus a kiddie 
show and an outdoor cireus, were 
big draws: 

Three chabs, all on the board- 
walk had a good season. First was 
the Dude Ranch, which eharged a 
50c admission and advertised “no 
drink over four bits,” and had Alex 
Bartha’s combo plus several cow- 
boy acts. The other two were the 


(Continued on- page 33) 








: band on an old contract. Sept. 30. | 


2) 





AUTBY 


Corrently: 
ORIENTAL THEATRE 
CHICAGO 
* 


Management: 


MITCHELL J. HAMILBURG 


x 


HARRY A. ROMM 


wat 
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Nitery Dates 














Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y., show 

|preeming Sept. 16 will incivde Gi- 

> ‘Gi Durston, Pau! Villard, Fletcher 
re ‘and Sheidy, Connie Sawyer and 


, . ° > we : ; 
Pit ns Normann Paris Trio. ; 
Govt's t Lie »  — Cotiliien Reem, Hotel Pierre, 
On Flock of Cafes N. ¥.. bows for the season Sept. 
Pittsburgh. Aug. 31. . bm a O'Rourke and 
Flock of local cafes and bars oberto and Alicia. ieee * 
were named im liens filed by the |." Chub ONew Orleans, Sept. 23. 
~ipensosciad pep nn Rang tac ‘Charioteers, Flamingo, Las Ve- 

- ° 7 , 8S 
taxes. It was explained, however, | 895 Nov, “> current at Cop- 
that all named = the liens were) .cabana, N. Y., into Hollenden 
pot necessarily trying to evade joie}, Cleveland, Sept. 30. 

cause of dispuies with the Im-' and ballet team, Baker Hotel. 
ternal Kevenue department, and 
filing of the liens is Government's 


method cf protecting itself before > e 
the claims may be outlawed. tor S C 
those named, and s 


At Reade Fair 


Reading, Pa., Aug. 31. 
Eddie Cantor in his first appear- 
|anee in Reading in 15 years proved 
his boxoffice value and ability to 
entertain when, despite 100 degree 


Adams, Newark, Awaits 
Solatien AFM W heat, he drew the largest attend- 
te rang anee since the Reading Bicen- 
. ‘tennial Exposition opened two 
Before Resumms Vaude weeks ago. Before a crowd of 
The Ada nies ~ aE | 6.000, the comic hit top audience 
Adams theatre. remy ide | Fesponse with his renditiens of 
set te go into a production-vaude | «.\takin’ Whoopee.” “If You Knew 
policy as seen as difficulties with Susie” and many of his other well- 
the Newark local of the American ‘knowns. He's still using his stoek 
_ Federation of Musicians are ironed ‘market quips, and@got big reac- 
| Out. At the moment. however. ne€SO- tions with his topical humor. 
| tiations with the union are bogged | 
down to the point where the house | 
‘may continue its straight picture | 
policy. Local has demanded that | 
sidemen be upped to $125 weekly | , 7 
\as agaimst the $85 scale currently | Comic who weund up his two 
in effect. | day appearance Sunday (29). took 
House operator Ada A. Adams | the entire show over to Veterans 
and Ben Griefer, managing director |A4ministration hespital at nearby 
of the theatre. had planned to open Phoenixville. 


with one week of Vaughn Monroe's 
Saranac Lake 


By Happy Bernwar 
Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 31. 





Among 
amounts asked, are Hollywood 
Show Bar, $1,494; Melody Bar. 


$8,520, miscellaneous and cabaret 
taxes: Club Cabana, $1,852; Bal- 
eanades, $562; Fort Pitt Inn, 
$2,426 and Du-Drop Inn, $1,282. 





Cantor appeared on the same 
rostrum with his daughter. Mari- 
lyn, (now Mary Curtis). and Danny 
Ocko, playing the “Mad Russian.” 



















and go into the production policy. | 
Oct. 7. With the union diffieulty, | 
the Monroe date was cancelled. 

Under the switch to the produc- | 


in gales, maneEeens “eee Se ionist for donating his 


a pay pit band conducted by Louis time to entertain the Roger gang, 2 
| Sli. 


_ former pit-band leader at | full hour of entertainment; ditto to 
; Loew's State, N. Y., and now lead- |Jerry Uvanni Trio and orchestra 
-img the musica! crew at the Aqua-| who gave a for-free show to the pa- 
|show, Flushimg. N. Y. It has al ‘tients at Stony Wold sanatarium. 

iready been agreed that Harry, Kay “RKO” Laws, ex-Rogerite 
| Anger, of Gemeral Artists Corp, ' who ed here with flying 
theatre dept. would do the preduc- | honers, in from Warwick, N. Y.. to 
tion and GAC would supply the | set an annual check-up and see 
{line and costumes. The type of | Margie Regan while on her vaea- 
talent theatre would have used Hon, be 

'wasn’t revealed. The Eddie Sher- William “Decca” Lalis doing nip- 


: : (ups over his recent medical clinic. 
| mam office would continue to book. | 1,° Fed him the all-up department 


| ‘with added mild outdoor exercise. 
SHERIFF'S RODEO DRAWS ,,,.4,brtn<ay saivte to Fadie Vost 
“1656 AT L.A. COLISEUM $22,20" isto sis 








Los Angeles, Aug. 31. Claude FE. Watkins, owner of 


Combination of herses. ‘trick ' drive-in at Burlington, Vt. and past 


riders and film names draw a total | 
_of 100,857 customers te the Sher- |; 








HELENE and HOWARD 
OPENING AUG. 2 
Olsen and Johnson Shew 
Toronto, Cgp. 


Dir. MATTY ROSEN 





: hard to beat this rap. 
of 100857, customers fe ths, Si, ard to Beat this rap 
at the Coliseum. ; 6 


: “ } Limehouse Blues” to the infirmary 

Day’s gross was $165,000 and jand celebrating his O. K. for an 
would have been more if there all-up routine and added exercise. 
|were more seats. Seme 15000 G. Albert Smith (‘State of the 
were turned away. ’ | Union”) out of the Will Rogers and 


; into the U. S. Veterans Hospital, 
Philly Crillon Opener 


Sunmount, N. Y., for a series of 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 


‘major operations, his frau accom- 
‘panied him. 
Chateau Crillon, Philadelphia, Edward C. Gaiser, with Warners 
will open its season Sept. 15. ~- in Milwaukee, joined the pneumo- 
Initial show will have Jean Car- | gang; ditto for Bob Pas- 
roll, Chandra Kaly dancers and ale, whose progress rates a go- 
Jerry Sellers. © ,bome okay. 
| Old-fashioned party held in 
Lois De Fee, Sky-Vu Club, Dal- 2@nor of Kate Smith at Lake 











avi Sept. 15. | Placid at her Camp Sunshine, tea- 

















‘horse shoe pitching. square dance. 














JACKSONVELER 
5 OCLOCK CLIR* 
MIAMI BRACE 





HUSSON 


“Mr EverysoDy. 


oldtime fiddlers bee and community 
singing led by Kate Smith. 

Arthur Grupp in to visit and chat 
|with his sister, Helen Grupp, for- 
mer Republic secretary. 

Jeanette Binkley shot in- from 
Jokhn Binkley, who is packing up to 
‘go home with an all-clear. 

Joe Denicolo, who's latest medi- 
cal clinic rated a boost, was ap- 
,pointed assistant to Eddie Vogt in 
the X-ray department, replacing 
‘Jim Wotton. 

Julia Kaufhold in from Harris- 
burg. Pa., for a two week stay at 
bedside of her husband. Chartie 


CURRENTLY: 


TAKE CLUB (Closing Sept. 
9), Springfield, U1. 


MILLER THEATER (Sept. , I 
10, 11, 12), Gary, Ind. ——- = is flashing a nifty | 

N HOTEL (Sept. 13- inic repo 

me eeehad, Leuisville, Ky. Robert J. Goldstein, theatrical 


lawyer amd ex-Rogerite, im fer bal- 
/ance of summer vacation: he rated 
an _all-clear en his recent check-up 

Helen Morris folded her teepec 
,and left for her N. ¥. home; she 


packed an okay. 
Write te these that are il. 


EL MOROCCO (Oct. 11-2 
V weeks), Montreal. Can. 


AVA ILABLE NOY. FIRST 








48th Street 
OFFI * Sh ae 


‘two-week run that topped anything 


| previously done by U. S. 
ithe sisters 


|U. S. tune in their repertoire, plus 


Carnations to Danny Page, sing- | 


head of the Albany IATSE local, in’ 
ito chat with Jim Wotton, who's try- | 


hoppers contest, | 


Lancaster, Pa., to see her father, | 


Find No Kremlin Gremlins in AGVA,But 


House Probers Threaten NLRB Action - 





+ Philadelphia, Aug. 31. 
| The six-day Congressional in- 
vestigation into the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America’s 
handling of the American Guild of 
Minneapolis, Aug. 31. | Variety Artists was adjourned last 
Bringing as many leading radio | week for continuation in Washing- 
shows here to originate from local | ton at a later date. Hearings held 
Auditorium as concert attractions ; here bv the subcommittee on Edu- 
is the goal of Charles Milkes, who | cation ‘and Labor headed by Rep 
has returned to the impressario Carroll D. Kearns (R.-Pa.) and Rep. 
fold after a season's absence. Back 9 ¢ Fisher (D.-Tex) while failing 
from Hollywood, Milkes claims he to show that ‘the Kremiin had 
has on his “tentative list, awaiting | made any inroads into the affairs 
confirmation,” Bob Hope and his in the running of the vaude union 
broadcast. Danny Kaye, Oscar produced a statement by Commit- 
Levant, Olsen & Johnson, “Truth | tee counsel Irving McCann to the 
or Consequence.” “Stop  the| ogeet that the union was open to 
a Jose Iturbi and Jimmy! National Labor Relations Board 
urante. t att . asta 
Definitely lined up by Milkes are roman ng cael: spears peepee 

Hoagy Carmichael and his “Star-| maintained by the union. 
or podcwa tig w] 4 Kin Coe | However, belief is prevalent that 


Trio. Oct. 29: Horace Heidt and his | "°. action will be taken on this 
show plus the broadcast, Oct. $1, | mater because of forthcoming 


and Desay Themes, Mov. 2). elections and that ratification of 


7 | the AGYVA constitution will set 
coe Peseta i - ; Bes age 
Scalpers Got $15-$20 oe tm opr aes 
For Andrews Sis’ Secko 
Lond. Palladium Finale 


strong anti-Communist stand and 
London, Aug. 31. 


arbitration preceduves embodied 
in the constitution adopted at its 
June convention. 

Most of the firewerks at the hear- 

ing were supplied by Dick Jones, 

"r . former executive secretary of the 

9s meee ae a pweed Philly AGVA loeal, who still claims 

run a alladium theatre re | that a 2 s cl sd th: be 

Sunday (29) to a house so jammed 7 a enennee Saat Oe 
that music publishers and record- 
ing industry friends were forced 
to sit in the orchestra pit and Lon- 

don scalpers were getting $15 and rpetuatin 

$20 for ducats. Trio was held on- or one. 

(Continued on page 53) 


June convention was “ohony,” 
stage in the last show for more Testimony of Mickey Kleman, a 


Seeks Radioites For 
Mpls. Origination 





said, was “an undemocratic self- 
land’s bive laws prevented further because the union didn't want him 
pertcormanee. 


For their last performance of a 














names, 


sang virtually every 
ja half-dozen English favorites 
taught them by preducer Val Par- 
nell. They finished the show with 


voting was railroaded and elections 
were undemocratic. The 4A’s, he 
ldigree * 7 theatrical agent, to the effect that 
than two solid hours and begged , : - : 4 
off only when midnight and Enc-| he was denied an AGVA franchise 
“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS" 





“Now Is the Hour.” the English hit 

which their manager Lou Levy’s HOTEL 
Leeds Music made a No. 1 hit in ROOSEVELT 
the U. S. . 

Midway during the final show, — Omasans 
they introduced Dinah Shore, who Available 
followed them at the house. Miss Oct. 1 
Shere. though friendly for years . 
with the trio, had never before had Menagement: 
the opportunity to see them in ac- Tom Fitzpatrick 








tion. She was loud with praise of 
their performance. 

Andrews trio left Londen by 
plame Monday (30). | 


JUDY CANOVA, CARRILLO 
: SET FOR MICHIGAN FAIR 


Chicago, Aug. 31 
Judy Canova will headline the | 
. Michigan State Fair, Detroit, Sept. 
310. Her brother and sister re-. 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


“-FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 te 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each beok}) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HIMOK KUSI- 
NESS.” The Shew-Bixz Gegasine with 

each $3.00 minimum erder. 
Send 1@¢ fer lists ef ether comely 
material, semgs, peredies, minstrei! 
| Lee Carrillo, film star, will head | Otter, binek-outs, ete. 

NO €O.D.8 


the Ernie Young revue at the fair. 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Stth Street, New Verk 19 











Heller Goes for Names | 
|. At His Pittsburgh Nitery 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 31. 
| After stringing along over the 
isummer with modestly-priced acts, 














iT’S A RECORD! 


205th Consecutive Week 


Jackie Heller is going in for names es M.C. af the 
at the Carousel with arrival of fall. 

Vaude-cafe-radio warbler, who EARL CARROLL THEATRE 
‘quit the road to open a nightclub HOLLYWOOD 


here with his two brothers, Sol and 
Bill, will tee off the parade with 
Alan Gale week of Sept. 13, fol-. 
lowing him with trio of Joey! 
Adams, Tony Canzoneri and Mark 
Plant, who clocked a record biz at 
Carousel last winter. Sept. 27 
brings in Victor Borge for his first 
cafe date locally. | 


BILLY RAYES 


Juggling Satirist 
M.C.A. Artists 














al 

















_ AMERICA’S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GRrour. 





Opening Sept. 14 
CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 


All Major Networks 
Theatres and Clubs, 
0. 8S. and Canada 





Persnaal Direction—ED KIRKEDY 
308 REO Bulldieg. New York 28, NM. ¥. 
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Personal Mgt. Contracts Create Stew; TES TALENT HYPO 
Helene-Howard Seek Rognan Split 


The coming fall is expected to 
bring about a number of law suits 
seeking to abroga‘e versonal-man- 
agement contracts 
the performers will seek to outlaw 
contracts calling for commissions 
ranging from 15% to 25% or more. 


Start has already been made with | 


Buck and Bubbles’ efforts to drop 
Nat Nazarro as their personal man- 
ager, while the King Odom Quartet 
is readying to rid itself of a p.m. 
allegedly getting 25°. In addition, 
latter team pays an agent 10% for 
booking fees. 

Attorneys declare that any man- 
ager deliberately invites legal pro- 
ceedings when signing an act to 
more than the usual 10°. Once 
salaries start reaching the upper 
brackets, performers frequently re- 
sent shelling out all that coin. The 
same thing also works in reverse. 
With some acts, once their salary 
starts dropping, they seek to save 
money by shedding an expensive 
personal manager. 

Also seeking to break away from 
a p.m. are Helene and Howard. 
Complaint and counter-complaint 
have already been served in prep- 
aration for a suit in N: Y. supreme 
court. The dance team has an un- 


usual contract with Lerraine Rog- | 


nan which calls for 25% of their 
salary over $300. In addition the 
act pays Matty Rosen (Miss Rog- 
nan’s husband) an additional 10% 
agenting fee. 

In this case, Miss Rognan taught 
the dance act their routines. Rosen 
and Miss Rognan originally caught 
the act at a Leon & Eddie’s (N. Y.) 
celebrity night, and there the deal 
was set. Ever since they reached 
the status of a $300 act, Miss Rog- 
nan has failed to contribute to the 


in most cases, | 











DYNAMIC... 


—VARIETY 


DOROTHY 


BLAINE 





Completing 8 Weeks September 1 


Zephyr Room 


Chapman Park Hotel, L. A. 
OPENING SEPT. 10TH 


El Casbah 


Bellerive Hotel, K. C. 


Direction: 


SENIA GAMSA 
1697 Broadway, New York City 
CO. 5-4210 


betteetieeestenieneeeeeen 





team, whose latest salary, at the 
Radio City Musie Hall, was $750. 
| They’re still using some of Miss 
Rognan’s routines, which she per- 
formed with her late husband. Roy 
Rognan, who was killed in the Lis- 
bon Clipper crash. 

The American Guild of Variety 
Artists says that it can only con- 
trol managers licensed by 
union. Inasmuch as most personal 
managers are not franchised by 
| AGVA, the majority of cases in- 
volving a break with personal man- 
agers eventually wind up in court. 





London Vauders Aim 


At Closer Cooperation 
Of Pit Bands, U.S. Acts 


London, Aug. 31. 
| Producers Val Parnell of the 
|London Palladium, and Bernard 
Delfont, London Casino, are revis- 
ing their ideas about house bands 
accompanying visiting American 


the | 


miele 


VAUDEVILLE 





AS CARNIVALS’ GOAL 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
ew goal of the leading carnival | 
shows is “to bring Broadway to | 
the carnival midway,” according to | 
Carl J. Sedimayer, owner of the 
Royal American shows, now oc- 
cupying the Minnesota State Fair 
midway. 

“We are not ashamed to admit 
that the midway is undergoing a 
change of personality—a subtle one 
—for better,” Sedlmayer reveals. 
“More and more our emphasis will 
he on talent, and we're trying to 
obtain name personalities.” | Sedl- 
mayer cites the Sally Rand show 
and “Harlem in Hawaii,’ along 


, with the Four Notes, radio and rec- 


stars. There has been sharp criti- | 


icisms that many of these stars — | 


particularly singers, haven’t hit the | 


‘high reaction expected because of 
‘inadequate and unsuitable house 
|band backing at these theatres. 

This is no kick against the 
|Skyrockets Orchestra at the Pal- 
ladium, who have been showered 
with tributes by visiting artists, 
including Danny Kaye, Jean Sablon 


{and Tany Martin; nor against Har- | 


'old Collins and his orchestra at the 
| Casino. Both outfits are high stand- 
|ard and versatile, but they suffer 
ifrom insufficient rehearsal time 
| with the artists. 

| Two recent visitors set Parnell 
,and Delfont thinking. Duke Elling- 
ton 
|\Skyrockets did not have enough 
rehearsal time to become polished 
and completely familiar with his 
intricate arrangements. For his 
concert tour the Duke formed a 
small outfit of the finest swing 


successes on the road than at the 
Palladium. 

Recently Maxine Sullivan was 
,a victim. She was supported by a 
\stage pianist and the Casino pit 
/men, but neither provided the right 
‘kind of beat, and this handicap un- 
‘doubtedly dampened what couid 
‘easily have been an outstanding 
success. Lack of fitting musical 
‘accompaniment gave her no chance 
|to display her talent. 
| When Lena Horne appeared at 
‘the Casino, she wisely brought her 


musicians. 
‘musicians brought over by 
Andrews Sisters aid the Palladium 
‘pit crew. 

| Parnell first recognized the ne- 


when he added a special string 
| section for Sablon and Martin. 


Chi Booker, Sister Act 


In Counter Charges 
Chicago, Aug. 31. 





Allen Sisters. In return, act swore 
out a warrant for Cohan on 


charges that without authority he 


endorsed a $50 check,’ which was 








| Garnishee was served on Boila 





- FOR SALE 


Famous collection of photographs 
of female impersonators. 150 
framed. Suitable for bar, res- 


_taurant or club. Phone LUxemburg 
2-3169, 


|& Roberts, agents, for split-week 
‘at the Rockford Palace:Aug. 13-15. 


paid. Girls admit that they owe 
Cohan money, but say he has been 
hampering them in_ obtaining 
bookings and has no authority to 
'sign checks. 
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MAXINE. 
SULLIVAN 


CURRENTLY 
LONDON, INDEFINITELY ~ 





Personal Management: 
JOE MARSOLAIS 


























SS | 1S 


was hampered because the | 


musicians he could obtain here, and | 
consequently scored far greater | hoard members are Diane Adrian, 


own accompanying unit of swing. : : 
This week key U. §S, | Ellsworth; 


‘eessity for changing the character | 
‘of his house band for certain artists | 


“garsishee of $600" against the | FIRST WATER SHOW 


received for a tele shot July 19.) . 
|Femmes are preferring charges | !S due in December, when Jose 
against the booker before AGVA. Borges Villegas, of Coney Island, 


B&R are holding the money until | 
‘court rules to whom it shall be. 


_the cafe. ’ 


| 


—— 


2 Booking Groups in Philly Form 


Joint Unit to Adjudicate Disputes 


Philadelphia, Aug. 31. | organization loses its autonomy, 

Two organizations of booking’| but both have assigned five men 
agents in- this city have linked to the joint board to arbitrate and 
forces in a joint board to adju-| judge all matters relating to the 
dicate disputes. Ed Zwicker, pres- | entertainment bookers in this area, 
ident of the Entertainment Man- | One of the first moves of the 


agers Assn., an organization of 60 | 


bookers engaged in handling acts 
for clubdates, and Bob Bennett, 


president of the Variety Bookers | 
Assn., which includes 25 agents in | 


the nightclub field in 
arranged the pact. 


this area, 


Under the agreement neither | 


N.Y. College Football 


ording artists now touring with his 
Royal American outfit. 

“We're cleaning up the midway | 
and pointing up the new trend in| 


Not Expected To 





b J . 
higher-class talent,” asserts Sedl- | Boost B way Biz 
mayer. ; N. Y¥. bonifaces who generally 
‘cause of the huge number of 

| visitors brought in by college foot- 

ball games are getting no such 

break this year. If it weren’t for 

| would almost be a total loss. That 

0 Ca school is the only major institution 
playing the majority of its games 

at home (Baker Field), and most 

- be bd of them against colleges that are 
action in nlo likely to bring in a heavy number 

One of the first slates to be 
drawn up for the forthcoming 


|consider October a good month be- 
f Columbia, the football season 
of visitors. 
; elections of the American Guild 


ham are playing most of their 
games off home grounds. Colum- 
bia, however, will be host to Rut- 
| Tarjiety ti _| gers, Sept. 25; Pennsylvania, Oct. 
be Variety Artists has beem pre 16; Princeton, Oct. 23; Cornell, 
jemptied by the AGVA Program | 4,4 39. Navy, Nov. 13, and Syra- 
; committee, which is seeking reg- cuse, Nov. 20. . 


‘ular monthly meetings of all) pues sided tidin ‘aiits the 
‘branches and eniargement of the | New York will be Army vs, Stan- 


\AG pon Ferner : 
AGVA hospitalization and death ‘ford, Nov. 6. The same day Ford- 


| SORSES -SuReE. ham plays one of its two home 


ld mbes me —— ee ith ' games, this one with Boston Univ. 
orsed Gus Van as president, with edeh anther ane 


Bill Robinson, Jerry Baker and|_, Other major 
Frank Evers in the -veepee posi- | Fordham vs. NYU, Nov. 27, and 


tions. Henry Dunn is supported | NYU against Rutgers, Nov. 13. The 
. pore : ‘ .former will bring in no out-of- 

|for treasurer, and Phil Foster gets leownare of course since both are 

the nod for recording secretary. pode pete met 

Those endorsed as New York | Cafes and hotels get a healthy 


isi ‘idays and 
Jerry Baker, Charlie Banks, Dew- | play from visitors on Friday 
ey Barto, Willie Bryant, Laure | Saturdays of major games. 
Cathrell, Margie Coate, Myron | 
|Cohen, Chick Darrow, Sid De ; 
‘May, Pir! Foster, Jack Gilford, Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 
| Phil Irving, Murray Lane, Jimmy One of the signs of the still flush 
‘Lyons, Bill Robinson, Joe Smith | entertainment times here is the 
|'and Manny Tyler. Supported from 





U. of Minn. as Hypo 


‘Boson are "Chaser Brett, Suck soe fgtall ets, Sale of, te: 
Edwards; Ralph Morgan, and Gus | of jast year, when a new alltime | 
Van; Buffalo, Lenny Paige; Chi- | record was established. The 65,000 | 
cago, Jack Gwynne, Arthur Lee | seats for the Michigan game Oct. 
| Simpkins, Joe Wallace, Dick Ware, 23 at $3.50 per ducat have been | 
Charles Weaver; Cleveland, Bob sold out for more than a month. | 

Detroit, Al Tucker;| Outlook for the current Minne- | 
Cal, Emmett; 


Houston, Kansas | sota State Fair is regarded as addi- | 


the | City, Anthony Bredice; Los An-| ional evidence of continued amuse- | 


[geles. Danny Beck, Frank Evers, | ments Droreer gi one tate 
el Mian. : aa We” | tale anyways, is indicated for the 
cont , yo + 10-day exposition. Sale of con- | 
Omaha, Betty Cox; Philadelphia, | eccion and display space has '| 
Allan Gale, Jackie Miles; Pitts; | })oken all records 
burgh, Lois Donn; San Francisco, | ; 
wits Aubrey, Billy Grant and “Holiday on Ice of 1949” booked | 
| Fran Ryan. for week of Sept. 18 through 26 
Ballots are to be mailed to the at the Jefferson Street Armory, 
Honest Ballot Assn. by Sept. 24. | Syracuse. 








| 
SET FOR VENEZUELA 


Caracas, Ven., Aug. 31. 
First water show for Venezuela 


| brings in Buster Crabbe and a 
| troupe of 30. Show won’t be given 
|at the amusement park, but in a 
downtown location. 

Borges Villegas brought in the 
first ice show in. Latin America, 
“Stars and Ice,” which is in its 
second vear, having played Buenos 
Aires, Caracas twice, Valencia and | 
Maracaibo. It’s due soon at Cura- 
cao, NWI. 


AG 


GENERAL 





Eigen’s A.C. Jockeying Z 

Jack Eigen, Copacabana-WINS . J 
(N. Y.) disk jockey, is taking bus- 
man’s holiday in Atlantic City, 
where he'll duplicate his N. Y. 
niter. stint at the Chelsea hotel. 
He originally planned a straight 
vacation but the hotel offered him 
a suite p'us $700 and a big ad 
campaign for a five-day booking 
which he accepted. 

Eigen will return to the Copa- 
cabana lounge Sept. 9, simultane- 
ous with Lena Horne’s opening at 





/demand for University of Minne- | 


LOEW 


BOOKING 





joint board was to persuade the 
officials of Town Hall, local concert 
|auditorium, te install another 
stage in one of its several ball- 
rooms and thus furnish an extra 
hall for Sunday night benefits and 
shows. 

Philadelphia has a closed Sunday 
, as far as line entertainment is 
;concerned, and the demands of 
|organizations seeking to put on 
| Sabbath benefit shows far exceed 
/ capacity, Other major Sunday spot 
‘is the Broadwood hotel, whose 
'ballroom, capable of handling 
‘crowds of 5,000, is booked far in 
advance. The extra Town Hall 
auditorium open for Sunday night 
benefits will not only provide a 
suitable space for the shows, but 
will open a new source of off-night 
|revenue for the local performers 
|as well as agents. 

Another immediate move of 
bookers’ joint board was to demand 
|the intervention of the National 
Labor Relations Board into the 
| jurisdictional dispute between the 
| Ainerican Federation of Musicians 
and the American Guild of Variety 


New York University and Ford- Artists. Recent ruling of the AFM 


instructing members operating as 
musical acts that they are not 
obliged to join AGVA has resulted 
|}in open warfare in a number of 
| cases, with picketing of clubs by 
'either or both unions and resulting 
irritations and loss of business. 

Agents find themselves caught 
in the middle if they book musical 
acts, and their only alternative is 
|to book the non-musical acts ex- 
clusively. This they point out is 
uneconomical procedure and brings 
‘up difficulties in rounding out 
bills. The joint board has peti- 
tioned the NLRB for a quick deci- 
sion to break up the jurisdictional 
| jam. 















LANNY 
ROSS 


TELEVISION 
SHOW 


Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 
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SHORE 


Latin Quarter 
New York 
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Night Club Reviews 


| Tommy Wright backs Morrison 

inicely. 

| Miss Ross, with her uninhibited 

Ivrics and Zanyisms, still draws 
the Continual yocks with her wealth of 


. oi. \Barken again is accentin : : 
Starlight Roof, Si. Louis in the current. installation ‘Special material. Her barbed kid- 


(HOTEL CHASE) 
St. Louis,. Aug. 26. 
‘ Al Siegel’s| Revue, “Stars at 
Night.” with Unger Twins; Terp- 
sichoralists (6); Barclay Allen 
Orch (10); cover $1. weekdays, 
$1.50 Saturdays. 


Here’s a package of entertain- 
ment that for sockeroo and high 
velocity tops anything seen in this 
burg in many moons and last but 
not least is the action dished out 
by Maestro Siegel, who not only 
penned all of the ditties for the 
revue and produced it, but also 
directs with considerable verve 
from the piano. 


Snaring the Unger twins, Gus- tion’ but her choice of a number 


taf and Bertli, former Swedish film 
stars and only in the U. S. six 
months, has preved good biz as 
the tall, blackhaired, personable 
lads, in tails, uncork gobs of talent. 
They not only click with their warb- 
ling but repeat with pantomine. 
softshoe dancing, of which there is 
too little, and pounding out boogie 
woogie on the ivories, a combo 
that unbends the sophisticates that 
patronize this room. 

Siegel also has rounded up six 
lookers whom he has _ tagged 
“terpsichoralists”, and these gals, 
four brunets and two blondes, also 
click plenty. Their precision in 
pantomine, in collectively going 
through the routine of putting on 
new faees, score solidly and is but 
one of their accomplishments. They 
can and do dance and sing equally 
as well. 

It's either the twins or the gals 
in action every second, and they 
scarcely draw a long breath. So 
fast is the action there are no cos- 
tume changes. 

One skit tagged “The Impres- 
sions of Dorian Gray.” in which 
the twins stand on either side of 
a wooden frame constructed to re- 
semble a mirror, and pantomine 
each other, will cop a nod any- 
where. The manner in which the 
Ungers desert the floor to dash 
onto the bandstand, chase Siegel 
off the bench to pound out the 
boogie woogie stuff, in duet stvle, 
is a hefty click. 

The ditties which Siegel com- 
posed for this revue, and which the 
twins and gais sock over, are “Day 
At The Races,” “Dawn To Dusk 
In New York,” “Chi-Chi Chicago” 
and “Life In A Model Agency,” 
the latter a clever satire on the 
Conover and Powers organizations. 
DeLores Crane and Alan Simms 
are the vocalists with wean a 

; anu. 


Versailles. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
First Nancy Donovan and now 


Margaret Phelan as summer stop- New Orleans. “King’s Size Papa, 


gaps at Nick & Arnold's class East 
50th street eatery-nitery. The Ver- 
Sailles is as much an epicurean’s 
spot as a cafe and perhaps no 


saloon makes a fetish of cuisine | Rag,” “Warsaw Concerto,” “Clare conquer the recording and tran-| 
as does this management. Hence de Lune’ and “Rhapsody In Blue.” scription factions. They point out 


the Versailles is a natural draw 
although there is no disputing the 
gradations when an Edith Piaf or 
a Carl Brisson are the attractions. 

Earlier in the summer Miss Don- 
ovan, with her titian good looks 
and voice to match, registered, and 
Miss Phelan should repeat. A very 
personal songstress who bespeaks 
excellent vocal training, this Texas 
looker—strongly suggesting Norma 
Shearer or Madge Evans in their 


earlier days—is a class entry 01 | should acquire new material. 
anybody’s saloon floor. Her voice 


has quality, her background in- 
cludes operatic stints with Coast 
companies, and in a cafe she knows 
how to mix them up for all tastes. 


Miss Phelan doesn’t need the | Resh, is on the bandstand for the 


mike, but when she uses it she 
knows not to abuse it, by treating 


the amplification with proper re- | 


spect as she hits the high registers. 
he opens sans mike and then in 
easy progression does musicomedy 
and pop ballads. She runs the 
gamut from a “Show Boat” pot- 
pourri to “Lindy Lou,” Rodgers & 
Hammerstein excerpts; “Wonderful 
World” and “Man Can Be a Won- 
derful Thing” to others. Withal she 
is an easy-on-the-eye as well as on 
the ears half-hour or so of delight- 
ful song. A shade too polite for 
just any type of bistro she can’t 
miss in a class spot, as evidenced 
ere. Per usual maestro Bob 
Grant gives her more than pass- 
ingly fair assist with his musical 
accomp, not to mention the basic 
dansapation. Abel. 





5 O'Clock Club. Miami B 
Ma _ Miami Beach, Aug. 28. 
ie n, Carlos & Linda, 
win © Nino Yacovino, Peter 


' yet orchs; mini- 
he } & ‘ 


g the successful pattern 
this intimate spot 










_ Latin 
| of the compact shows he presents. 


| 


‘of vaude with their zanies. 


r, operator Sam ‘“On the Town.” Interlude pianist: main for two more . 


ding of the patrons gets good re- | 














They were told that if | 
a plan the! 








That the formula pays off is evi- Suits, and she could stay on much | 
denced nightly via solid biz and !onger than she does. 
utilized. Room makes a good show- 
case for the talents of Del Carmen AFM Diskers 
Carmen turns in what for the most ; 
part is a well balanced blend of | Gam Continued from page 39 | 
talents embrace a fast Latin open- recorders sent their attorneys to/} 
er, following offstage theme for in- Washington to check with Govern- | 
ous tune, “Quinzas,” then departs T-H law 
from the native stuff for a sans- : et 
they agreed to such 
sion of “September. Song.” “Chu, 
Chu, Chu” brought encore reac- collusion in evading ‘the terms of 
the act. That was enough for the 
smarter than “Tequero Mucho, ae ' 
which contained odd switch in Unweleome Mat? 

Then last Thursday (26) the 
al, the attractive and smartly-| indie transcribers were invited to 
gowned Mexican thrush made aj;a meeting with Petrillo and the 

Carlos and Linda, accomped by | transcription firms affiliated with a 
bongo-beater Tabu, work energeti-} 49) recording company was asked | 
with no break in the tempo, re- anes er “ 
ae ; ; uaee | attorney, and James C, Petrillo, 
sulting in a touch of sameness. AFM head, laid the same plan 
steady reaction from the tab-pay- : y neal = 
ers. Tee off with whirlwind rhumba, | Tesentatives of major recording 
sion of the Mexican Hat dance, scription firms learned of the | 
then wind into fast samba. Top meeting. They attended. When 
bugs, complete to weird jacket and they had been offered before, both 
overbrimmed hat worn by the male members are said to have advised 
sustaining energy keep the mitts ernment’s attitude. Diamond in- | 
COmeny- formed them, it’s said, that they 
the emcee and teeoff spot, with ~ . “3 Boe r 
his song impressions. Peter Her-| 224 were free to leave. Petrillo 
job on the backgroundings, and Walked out. 
are spelled between shows by Ra- Representatives of the indie 

ameresen the same plan had been offered to 

_ and rejected by the major record- | 
Club 509. Detroit ’ : ajor record 
meeting had been kept well under 

Lyllette, The La Maes, Hanlon .....,. ~ . s Mig “ay 
& Clark, Bert Nolan, Don Harmon, cover. They are now convinced 

Vi ; Te: 3 j , Into an attempt to sign the indie | 
Be Vito Orch pa Pie: Beer change transcription companies in _ the} 
phere at this downtown spot with © a deal, affiliated transcription 
the 88-handwork of Lyllette. Cute outfits and then the pop recorders 
woogie touch to light classics and the AFM was aware of the govern- 
makes ’em like it. Gorgeously ment’s attitude toward the methods 
and acts like a jitterbug. Pacing undisclosed, but, it’s opined, if it 
alone with her talented touch, her did, that in all probability would 
headlining habit. have been one way of bringing 

Top spet in the snappy show, Washington into the case and 
ditty, breaks into a heavy and light to a head. Record and transcrip- 
version of Chopin’s “Polonaise,” tion makers are convinced that 

Situation in a minute if he could 
blues, is socko, and other steady 1 
requests include “Sabre Dance,” | Transcribers also felt offended 


payee reaction to the type of act | | 
| 
and terpers Carlos and Linda. Miss 
Spanish and Americano hits. Vocal 
tro. Changes pace with a languor- ment people and the author of the 
mike and effectively-delivered ver- 
Government would sue them for 
for the return could have been recorders. 
rhythm from rhumba to jive. With- | 
healthy impresh. | AFM executive board. None of *he 
cally. Pace set is fast all the way, ,to attend. Milton Diamond, AFM 
ene Spgvoeen, however, ‘Ssaam before them. By accident, two rep- 
continue the fast beat for their ver-| firms which have affiltated tran- 
with impresh of Americano jitter- Diamond unfolded the same plan 
half. Youthful appearance and that  pjamond and Petrillo of the Gov- 
Held over is Nino Yacovino in had not been invited to the meet 
man’s small unit turns in a neat told both they couid stay, but both 
fael’s expert Latinairers. Lary. transcribers had not known that | 
Detroit. Aug. 27. ing companies because the first | 
Mettit &- Warne: damvcee..45),. at that Diamond prompted Petrillo 
There’s a concert hall atmos- hope that, once the latter agreed 
and light brown, she puts a boogie- would be forced into line. Whether | 
gowned, she steps before the piano of the proffered arrangement is 
high-pitched vigor should make a not have been a stymie. It would 
Lyllette warms up with a rhythmic |perhaps bringing the whole thing 
_and follows with blues right from | petrilio would let go of the disk 
which she pipes with a throaty qo so without losing face. 
“Boogie Woogie,” “Twelfth Street by the AFM’s attempt to divide and | 


The place literally jumps during that at the end of the last ban it 
her 40 minutes. was the recorders who were first 
Hanlon and Clark add a touch | whipped into line, after which the 
The transcription companies hadn't | 
woman is a terrific on comedy. The much choice. They had to accept 
La Maes add a swift dance pace to the same deal. 
an already fast show with their They feel that if Petrillo had 
neat dancing. been successful he would have 
HR gpd mtn! Sooae * menean accomplished two things, even if- 
| — = i : | the pop recorders refused to accept 
ao a Pa A oy Bd | the Saime arrangement. He would 
8 y have a one avenue of revenue 
, _to recording musicians, who are 
' The Patti-La Verne Dancers 20 showing obvious signs of becoming 
through the paces three numbers | impatient with the ban. And he 
niftily costumed for good applause. | would have half of the disk prob- 


Al Devito, who replaced Benny | jem solved before election. 


Upbeat 


Continued from page 41 
Exposition,” Oct. 2 to 10. . . Billy 








| backing up. Stan. — 





Clab Bagatelle, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Brett Morrison, star of “The. 


Shadow” radio program, who's : . 
been making sporadic forays into Bishop closes at Bismarck hotel 


the nitery field as a singer, is shar- Oct. 4, opening at Carnival in Min- 
ing billing with indigo song stylist |€@polis Oct. 28... King Cole Trio 
Dorothy Ross at the Bagatelle. Set for one-weeker at RKO theatre, 
Handsome blonde has a fine bari- Dayton... Ella Fitzgerald opens 
tone, a nice way with almost any at Rag Doll Aug. 30 and heads for 
type tune and demonstrates that, Palladium, London, after two 
while radio may still be his forte, weeks at northside bistro ... Stan 
he’s capable of doing a smooth job Kenten’s concert takes over Civic 
in niteries, musicomedy and/or Opera House Oct. 9-10... Victor 
especially television. Lombardo into Marine Dining 


Morrison was termed too stiff Room 3 
and formal in his nitery dates last jg Edgewater, Oct. 22 to Nov. 





year, but he’s overcome that 4 ‘ 

deficiency admirably. Fake intro Pittsburgh 

with a green flashlight baring his | Dean Hudson band comes into 
_kisser to a darkened room plays on "Bill Green’s Sept. 13 for two 


his “Shadow” role, but his first tune wee l : 
demonstrates he can stand alone on fj Lae edn tie bart 
his singing. His selection of tunes View Park before departing for 
is Wers. ns ’ Sune —e ga ne Chicago to split six weeks be- 
pam onus FR carey | “Je tween Aragon and Trianon... 
Chante,” through an folk tune Phil Cavezza orch, which went 

. inte Vogue Terrace for one week, 


musicomedy ballad “Lonely | 
toon the Broadway legiter, has been there four and will re- 








. 








VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 1 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate epening day of show 

whether ful! or split week. 

Leiter in parentheses ndicates circuit: (1) Independent; (1.) Loew: (M) Mess; 
(P) Paramount; (Kh) KKO; (S) Stell; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Keade 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capito! (tL) 2 

Dick Jurgens Orc 

Dick Powell 

Gil Maison 

Lathrop & Lee 

Music Hall (1) 


| Win Mayo 
| Charles Tyrell 


Willie Jones 
Andy Arecari 
Idalys 


| Estelle Sloan 


Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 1 


'C Cavallaro Bd 
| Larry Storch 
| Rochelle & Beebe 


Roxy (i) 31 
Frances Langford 
Jon Hall 
Harmonicats 


| Jerry Colonna 


Carol Lynne 


| Fritz Dieti 


Strand (W) 3 
Winner Take All 
Cy Reeves 
Alvy West Ore 

BRONX 

Crotona (i) 6-7 

Juanita & Champs 
kf & K Waisen 
Arene & Dowling 
Diek Rogers 
Burton & Janet 

QUEENS 

Jamaica (1) 1-4 
Lou Browne 
Arlene & Dowling 
Burton & Janet 
Monette & Perry 
Jack Bruno 
k & A Corda 
Mario & Francesco 
Sammy Moss 
Danny Hurwyn 

5-7 


Richard Adair Co 
Raquel 


| Terri La Franconi 


Ross & Dean 
Ballard & Rae 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) 29 
4 Macks 
Connie Haines 
Renard & Anders 
Henny Youngman 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 2 
Original Amateur 
Hour Winners 
Royal (i) 3 
Arnett Cobb 6 
Hay Anthony Orc 
Don & Stan King 
S Russell & Julia 
Billy Williams 


BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 30 


| Kid frem Stratf'd 
| Arthur Askey 


Gil Johnson 
Ginette Wander 
John Lewis 
Jimmy Codden 
Chic Elliot 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 30 
Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Morgan & Royle 
Irving Girdwood 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 30 
Arthur Lucan 
Kitty McShane 


Empire (S) 30 
Jack Durant 
Berry Bros 
M Colleano Co 
Elsie Bower 
Frankie Higgins 
Hope & Ray 
A Kay & Gloria 

DERBY 


Grand (S) 30 
Billy Cotton Orc 
Albert Whelan 
Desmond & Marks 
Scott & Foster 


| Donald B Stuart 


Johnson Clark 
Karlson 3 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 30 
Olga Varona 
Steve Conway 
Tony Walsh 
Lew Parker 
Cawalini’s Dogs 
L & B Lowe 
Young China Trp 
Jack Ledair 
Michael Miles 
LEEDS 
Empire (mM) 30 
Frank Preston 
John Boles 
Garcias 
M Woodward Co 
Reg Dixon 
Wheeler & Wilson 
Henri Vadden Co 
Vernon Sis 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 30 
Trimler Show 
Tommy Trinder 
Banjou Bros & 
Juanita 
4 Orlanders 
Woods & Jarrett 
Bemand & Pigeons 
Jerry Allan 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 30 
Rob Murray 
Mariha Raye 
Terry Hall 
Arnaut Bros 
Gold & Cordell 
Bamberger & Pam 
Norman Caroll 
Dorothy Gray Co 
LONDON 


. Casine (23) 
June Richmond 
Coles & Atkins 
Max Miiier 
Hippodrome (M) 30 
Vic Oliver 
Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrino Ore 
Marilyn Hightower 
Michael Bentine 


Santigo Bd 
Paliadium (M) 30 
Shore 


{ State (i) 2-4 
| Del Markee 
| Geraldine & Joe 
j (two to filb 
5-8 
Henri French 
|Fayne & Foster 
| Mente Weollte 
12 Gals & Al 
j CAMDEN 
| Towers (i) 3-6 
; Lacey Bros 
| Terry Bennett | 
;sohnson & Mitsk 
Lanny Bruce 
Taynton Dancers 
| CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 2 
Danny Thomas 
Marie McDonald 
LeRoy Puppets 
The Dunhills 
Oriental «) 1 
Gene Autry 
Rute Davis 





Cass County Boys 
The Pinafoeres | 
| Pat Buttran | 
Johnny Bond | 
Regal (P) 3 
Louis Jordan Tym 5 
S Sherock Ba 
Ivory Joe Hunter 
Will Mastin 3 
Peggy Thomas 
MILAM! 
| Olympia (P) 1 
| Tato & Julio 
|} Ada Lynn | 
| Bela Lugosi Co 
Johnny Woods } 
LaVernes 
PHILADELPHIA | 
Carmanti) 2 | 
' 
| 





{ 
| 
| 
B Yost Vikings 
READING 
Earle (4) 1-2 
| Bill Robinson 
| Beau Jesters ! 
| Rigoletto Bros & | 
| Aimee Sis 
| 3 Fontanes 
| Pat Rooney Sr 
| Hal Sands Girls 
ROCKFORD 
| Patace (1) 3-5 
| The Maxines 
| Jack Sherars 
Shelby Davis 
| Elmer Cleve Co 
T Tommy & B Doli 
| WASHINGTON 
Capito! (Lt) 2 
Marcos 
Lee Noble 
| 
| 
{ 


} 
| 


Benson & Mann 
Pegey Lee 

Howard (i) 3 
J Luneceford Ore 
| Delta Rhythm Boys 
+} Glenn & Jenkins 
| Madcaps 
Janet Sayre 


' Jean Parker 

J & A Digatano 
Jackie Hunter 
Con Colleano 
Max & Cang 
Krista & Kristal 
Peter Waring 
El Granadas 

4 Wallabies 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 30 
| Mariora 
| Ben Yost Co 
| Dick Henderson 
| Terry-Thomas 
| Geo Doonan 
\2 Leslies 
3 Jokers 
| Freddie Sanborn 
'3 Shades 
| Terri Carol 

HACKNEY 

| Smpire (S) 30 
| Ted eath Ore 
Tom F Moss 
Jil Summers 
Robt Harbin 
C Arey & Dawn 
| Jimmy Robbins 

Mare & Geo 
Balmoral 4 


| SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 30 
Jimmy James 
Frank Marloew 
,}P Rossborough 
| Lupe & Velez 
| Bob Gray 
Dancettes 
| Elsa & Waldo 
MANCHESTER 
| Hippodrome (S) 30 
| Harry Green Co 
| J  tlamilton-Smith 
John Hargraves 
| Myrons 
| Bid Waddington 
Society 4 
Harriss & Christine 
Ronnie Leslie 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (Mm) 30 
D Mero & Roberto 
Tommy Fields 
Winters & Fielding 
Medlock & Marlowe 
Lucille Benstead 
Cyril Levis 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 30 
E & M Harvey 
Reid & Squires 
J & M Kinson 
Riley & Heller 
Joyce Golding 
Stanelli 
Bontonds 
Barna & Brook 
Veronica Martell 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 30 
Comedians Parade 
Frank E Franks 
Gene Boyne 
Barbara Ford 
Richardo Co 
| Reg Radcliffe 
Angus Watson 
| Sandy Dawe 
| Jackie Todd 








Empire (M) 30 
Alpha 3 

Percy Rich & Eva 
| Iris Sadler 

| Fred Lovelle 

Great Lyle 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (M) 30 
Frank Randle 








Mandalay Singers 
Rita Shearer" 





Cabaret Bills” 











NEW YORK CITY 


Cafe Society Ice Revue 
__ Downtown Hotel Piccadilly 
Nellie Lutcher Dell Trio 


Avon Long 
Calvin Jackson 
Dave Martin Orc 
Copacabana 
Morton Downey 
Jean Carroll 
GaliGali 
Betty Bonney 
Ralph Young 
Ray Malone 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
Grace & Nicco 
Norma Shepherd 
Choral Octet 
H Sandler Orc 


Hete! Pennsy!vania 
Skitch Henderson O 
Hotel St Moritz 

Menconi Orc 
| Jacquelina 
Vida & Varo 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
| Charlie Drew 
Latin Quarter 
Milton Berle 
Don Saxon 
Kanazawas 
Dorothy Claire 
'Son & Sonny 
Sid Gary 
Mountaineers 
Prominaders 


Alvarez Mera ; Ving Merlin Ore 
Juenger Ballet Line B Harlow Ore 
El Chico 


Le Ruban Biev 
King Odom 4 
Patricia Bright 
Bernie George 
'Senny Raye 

Normann Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie's 
Jerri Blanchard 
Art Waner Orc 
Cerneys 
Terry Twins 
Bruce Howard 
Roslyn Paige 
Shepard Lime 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Agquila Ore 


Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 
Los Bocheros 
Trini Reves 
H Santillana 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Orc 
Hotel Belmo’‘t-Plaza 
Eddie Stone Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 


No 1 Fifth Ave Spivy’s 
Turner Twins Katrina Van Oss 
Jack Kerr | Mary McCarty 
Hazel Webster Spivy 
Downey & Fonville Versailles 


Nancy Donovan 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Carlos Ramirez Hal Graham Ore 
Manor & Mignon Chubby Roe 
Tony Bavaar Eddy Howard 
Joey Gilbert Bill Duffy 
Donn Arden Line | Barbara Duffy 
Hotel Astor Mons. Richard 
Blue Barron Orc Piute Pete 
Three Suns Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel New Yorker Jack Fina Ore 
B Cummins Ore Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


| Leroy Bros (2) 
M Gould Ore GO) 
Larne Adams 
D Chiesta Combo 
D Dorben Ders Co 


Hotel Stevens 


| Benny Strong Ore 
|B & F Ballard 
| John Flanagan 


Penthouse Club 
Johnny Thompson 
Oscar Walzer 

Riviera 


Biackhawk 
Al Trace Orch 
Jackie Van 
Hotel Bismark 
Billy Bishop Ore 
Florence & Fred’ric 
Helsings j 
Prof Backwards 
nnie Line 
Bill Chandler Ore | Jean Arten 
Lola Amechee | Marian Spelman 
H Edgewater Beach Skaling Blydears 


1 re | Bog Turk 
A kenge 53 | Rebfield & Del Toro 
Paul Remos | Doris Donavan 
Hal Raywin Elwood Carl 
Betty Gra 


ray | 
D Hild Dancers (2) | Palmer House 


sce & Maryea | Liberace 
ms Paree. | Clifford Ry aati 
, Thomas | bbe rs 
oe ¥ | Florian ZaBach Ore 


Mage & Karr Gisell & F Szyoni 





New Act 


MARIE (BUTCH) AUSTIN 
Comedy, Songs, Impressions 
20 Mins. 
Paddock Club, Miami Beach 
Return of Marie (Butch) 
Austin to the business with this 
engagement, after a three-year 
retirement, marks a welcome addi- 
tion to the singing comediennes 
featured in the better cafes and 
vauders, though her choice of the 
Paddock club, a rowdy, let-your- 
hair-down room seemed a tough 
one for her initial showcasing. 
Credit the dynamic, attractive 
little blonde with turning the spot’s 
noisy element into an attentive and 
appreciative audience, via _ solid 
taient, plus a flair for showmanship 
that would do credit to a veteran. 
Her material is all of a socky 
pattern that sustains listener reac- 
tion throughout. It’s a blend of 
“character” versions of the stand- 
ard pops that garner giggles all 
the way. For change of pace there’s 
a straight version of “Baby, Come 
Out Of The Blue” that is topped 
by her nostalgic patter of the days 
when she worked with Ted Lewis, 
Harry Richman and Benny Davis. 
Combo of the three styles, if they 
were to teach her delivery, makes 
for an encore-bringing sequence. 
Comes back te mime Sophie 
Tucker, had to beg off. Lary. 














Heads Ky Fair Events 


_ Louisville, Aug. 31. 

Doc Cassidy, booker of various 
hillbilly units from local radio sta- 
tions, is supervisor of special 
events for the 1948 Kentucky State 
Fair, Sept. 12-18. 

This is first time the fair has had 
a promotion man to hypo the spe- 
cial events department. 
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Strand, N. ¥. 
“winner Take All,” with Bill 
Cullen. Alvy West Littie Band, 
Carol Ames, Cy Reeves; “iro 
Guys From Texas,” reviewec in 
VaRIETY Aug. 4, °48. 





The giveaway fever that has, 


gripped two top Broadway show- 
eases is by now reminiscent of the 
dish and bingo era, when picture 
attendance became an interesting 
gamble. In those days the accom- 
panying entertainment was of sec- 


ondary consideration, and that era | 
might now be repeated except for | 


the fact that managements should 
realize that even with a Santa 
Claus complex the primary func- 
tion of a theatre is to dispense en- 
teriainment. 

As long as theatres maintain that 
stance, audiences are likely to be 


satisfied. Aiter all, not everybody | 


can win, and the general run of 
customer is to get his money’s 


worth through the film and stage | 


fare. 

The big noise of the Strand’s cur- 
rent show, radio’s “Winner Take 
All,” in itself is not complete stage 
fare. Unlike “Stop the Music,” 
which recently played three weeks 


at the nearby Capitol, the “Win-| 


ner” cast in itself is insufficient 
to adequately dress up a stage, and 
entertainment values are concen- 
trated in one individual, emcee 
Bill Cullez Fortunately, he’s able 
to keep an audience interested 
with a quick and amiable line of 
chatter, and he frequently shows 
up well in repartee with the se- 
lectees. He keeps the show going 
at a nice clip. 

As for the format, it’s a more 
inclusive pattern than its predeces- 


sor on the street. There are more | 


winners and more gambles, so that 
even if a payee is not initially se- 
lected, there’s still a chance that 
he'll walk out with 
Simultaneously, the ‘genius’ who 
does well in the stage contest may 
surrender the better portion of the 
loot to a total stranger in the audi- 
ence and, for all his wisdom, the 
winner will walk off with some- 
thing not more than a booby prize. 

At show caught, 
could hardly conceal her dismay 
at having chosen wrong. She 
walked off with a Lrassiere, while 
the alternate winner got a hand- 
some breakfast set. The other win- 
ner, fortunately, was able to make 


some loot. | 


one femme | 


age and use of two comedy scenes | 
instead of the customary one also. 
draws an appreciative customer | 


reaction. 
A smooth aggregation tha 
: t 
doesn't go overboard on the brass, 
the Lunceford combo, unéer pian- 
ist Eddie Wilcox’ direction, opens 


paving the way for vocalist Fr i 
Bryant to croon an okay “Nature 
Boy” for good returns. Saxman 
Joe Thomas follows with a solid 
solo of “Sneaky Pete” to win a 
similar response. 

_Terper Billy Williams, in one of 
‘his frequent appearances here, dis- 
/plays some neat stepping. He in- 
|tersperses a little patter with his 
footwork. Lines are corny, but 
click satisfactorily here ¢ 
their triteness. Band returns. to 
spot Bryant chanting the well- 
worn “Woodpecker Song.” 
scores with firstrate pianisties of an 
instrumental novelty of his own 
composition, “Impromptu.” 

Ofay dance turn of Lopez & La 
Forte is an average Latin ballroom 
act. Male is clad in standard tails 
while his femme partner empha- 
sizes her points via a long gown 
that unfurls at a strategic moment 
down to a bra and tights. 
‘the team may lack in finesse is 
/more than balanced by the femme’s 
derrierre undulations coupled with 
a tantalizing decolletage. Won en- 
thusiastic reception. Comic Spider 
'Bruce and a quartet of his assist- 
ants had ’em on the edge of their 
seats with a timeworn sketch of a 
tailor shop bit along with a taxi- 
| dancehall routine. 


Miss Lutcher, who built up a rep, 


via her 
only 


Capitol recordings. not 
dramatizes her 


sense of timing. 


board while simultaneously giving 
out with plenty expressive facial 
grimaces. In top spot here, she 
contribs some five numbers. Best of 
|the quintet is “Let Me Love You 
| Tonight” whose -slow, sefisuous 
|melody really whammed ’em. Blues 
|cher’s alley, but a draggy instru- 
mental, “Water’s Waiting There 
For You And Me,” might well be 
eliminated for it doesn’t afford her 
,|a firm enough springboard for her 
| talent. Gilb 





Hippodrome. Balto 


the layout with a brisk “Perdido,” | 


despite | 


Wilcox | 


What | 


vocalizing | 
neatly but enhances it with a fine | 
; Her style calls for | 
|a vigorous thumping of the key-| 


and boogie are right up Miss Lut-| 





the proper choices for three Baltimore, Aug. 29. 
rounds, and walked off with some; The Barretts (2). Leo De Lyon, 
handsome booty. The jackpot ques- | Martin Bros. (2), Peggy Lee with 
tion is based on identification of a Dave Barbour & Quintet, Jo Lom- 
person described in | 
There’s $5,000 initial loot in that | (EL). 

ackage, including a car, video set, | 
aundromat and sundry other) One of the best stage layouts of- 
prizes. fered here in some time is topped 

The format itself makes for con- by socko personal of Peggy Lee 
siderable excitement, but two items accompanied by Dave Barbour and 
militates against its reaching peak | his instrumental quintette and 
effectiveness. Firstly, most of the | rounded out by smartly selected 
audience at show caught was de- | supporting acts, each one of which 
void of energy, most of their rings the bell resoundingly on its 
strength having been sapped by own. 
the terrific heat wave. Secondly, | The Barretts, boy and girl hoof- 
the Strand management presented ing duo, open with flashy tapping 
a pretty bare stage that didn’t do highlighted by good spins. Young- 
enough to create a proper atmos- | sters look well and sell with plenty 
phere. of assurance. In the deuce is Leo 


The Strand’s patrons are accus- De Lyon, a newcomer here and 





tomed to seeing a stage covered surefire. Lad has a decided novelty | 


with musicians. Alvy West's six!and a refreshing comedy sense, 
sidemen could hardly do that.| backed up with a style of vocal- 
Even the clever and excellent ar- izing that makes for a show-halter. 
rangements and thoroughly musi- Following a few impressions of in- 
cian-like mien of the outfit couldn't struments, he swings into comedy 
overcome its sparse appearance. vocalizing in three voices, good for 
The band as an added attraction ample laughs but even more effec- 
to a full band, or in front of a tive is the legit quality of the va- 
curtain, would be capable of being ried registers, particularly the dra- 
a musical hit, but it’s insufficient | matic soprano. Does self-accom- 
as the musical mainstay of a house paniment on the piano and clowns | 


a riddle. bardi House Orch (12); “Mickey” | 
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Casine. London 
London, Aug. 24. 

Mar Miller, June Richenaed. 
Coles & Atkins, Renee Houston & 
Donald Stewart, Alfred Thripp, 
| Rosinas | (2), Charles Warren & 
Jean, Jimmy Currie’s “Waterfalls 
of Scotland” with the Highland 
| Pipers and Winstanley Babes (15), 
. sate Harold Collins Casino 

ch, 


Max Miller is one of the few 
British vauders who merits top-of- 
the-bill rating in London's West 
End. He specializes in blue jokes 
which lack the double entendre, 
and his current performance at the 
Casino makes no break with tradi- 
tion. It’s the same old Miller with 
the same type of story. His non- 
stop flow of gags is in keeping 
with his reputation and pleasing 
to his fans, but it’s an unimagin- 
|ative perfermance which emphas- 
ises how much London vaudeville 
has to rely on imports from 
America. 

On the whole it’s a very average 
bill, lacking novelty as well as 
showmanship, and not up to Casino 
standard. 

June Richmond's stature pro- 
vides something of a shock for an 
unsuspecting audience, who are 
completely unprepared for her 
lusty singing, but they like her 
vigorous voice and gave her a big 
hand when caught. Favorite num- 
bers are “Poor Little Me” and her 
own version of “Don’t Fence Me 
In.” Also from across the Atlantic 
are Coles and Atkins, a nifty pair 
os hoofers with a well-planned rou- 

ine. 

Openers are the Rosinas with a 
firstrate trapeze act, giving way to 
Charles Warren and Jean, with 
their goofy talk and equally goofy 
tapping. Renee Houston and Don- 
ald Stewart, making their first 
London appearance since their re- 
‘cent marriage, also play up the 
| Sexy angles, but introduce a note 
|of novelty in their presentation of 
,a dramatic classic. 
| Alfred Thripp, blind pianist with 
a pleasing voice, has a bright selec- 
| tion of popular tunes, and comes 
in for generous applause when he 
duets at the keys with Miller. Hard- 
| working pair of equilibrists, if not 
strikingly original, are the Two 
| Valors, while the closing item, 
“Waterfalls of Scotland,” com- 
plete with bagpipes and dancers, 
is about the dullest thing in the 
bill. Myro. 


Capitol, Wash. 

: Washington, Aug. 29. 
“Going Native” (34), revue of 
| local talent staged by Gene Ford, 


dled but could stand a touch of 
novelty; Richard Walker. 


fects, all deserve mention and rate 
attention as performers with prom- 
ise. Coke Homan, rotund romper 
dressed terper, who does a laugh- 
getting turn, has been around and 
shows it. 

The two production numbers, 
“14th and F Streets,” and the 
“Shoreham Blue Room,” which 
capitalizes on the popularity of 
maestro Barnee Breeskin, who is 
impersonated on stage by Jon- 
dreau, give the show a lively start 
and finish. Lowe. 


Steel Pier. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 28. 
Deep River Boys, Mann & Ben 
son, Scotty Burbank, 4 Juggling 
Jewels, Hai Sands Dancers, John 
McConnell Orch; “Tarzan and the 
Mermaids” (RKO). 





The Deep River Boys knock 
themselves out, and Sieel Pier 
audiences have been eating it up. 
Three encores don’t seem to be 
enough for these customers. The 
clever “Open the Door, Richard” 
arrangement with which they close 
is especially surefire. 

The Boys open with “Necessity,” 
follow with “I’m Sorry I Didn't 
Say I’m Sorry,” then “Little Liza 
Loves You, Honey.” “September 
Song,” “Woody Woodpecker” and 
“Richard” follow. 

Jack Mann, who emcees, comes 
out with his alleged magie routine, 
followed closely by Irving Benson, 
and the two run through a fast 
patter routine, which ends with 
Mann dancing and Benson singing. 
They go over, but the material is 
overworked. Act ends with the two 
singing and dancing ‘“‘Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game” for sock finish. 

Scotty Burbank, clever instru- 
mentalist, socks hom@ early on the 
xylophone, then pianos with his 
feet while sitting on a table, fol- 
lowed by a trumpet solo with the 
puppet glove on his “valve” hand, 
then “Old Gray Bonnet” on two 
trumpets simultaneously, and end- 
ing with a one-man-band bit, play- 
ing two trumpets and the foot- 
piano. 

The Juggling Jewels do their 
standard fast, flashy turn with col- 
or and precision. 

Hal Sands Dancers, in two rou- 
tines, begin and end the show, and 
their finale, a horse-jockey routine, 
goes well before Atlantic City au- 
diences while the local track meet 
is in session. 

John McConnell’s orchestra plays 
the show well,, as usual. 
whole, the biil is one of the best 





'with Ted Lawrie, Russell Jondreau, 
James Spear, Weldon Barr, the 
|Equilibrists (3), de Gaffenreid 
‘Woolley Marionette, Coke Hoinan, 
| Barbara Browning, Richard Walk- 
ler; “Southern Yankee” (M-G). 





Current all-Washington show, an 
annual event and big news here, 
‘has the natives busting their but- 
‘tons with pride over the local 


see local faves in action. Ninth edi- 
tion of revue is a tribute to the 
showmanship of producer Gene 
‘Ford, who has taken a crew of 
‘young hopefuls with varying ex- 
| perience and talent and whipped 
‘them into a smooth, highly pol- 
ished show with a revue format. 

| Cast of 34, garnered from 325 
‘aspirants, is a mixture of local pro- 
fessional show biz trainees and just 
'stagestruck kids. Standouts in the 
‘first group are Ted Lawrie, D. C. 
baritone and Broadway fledgling, 
who has appeared on the Capitol 





talent and jamming the Capitol to} 


with a rising stage, though the ar- 
rangements are sufficient to fill the 
house. Frequently, the instrumenta- 
tion gives out more music than 
many big bands are capable of, 
but the sight factor militates 
against them. 

Carol Ames (Mrs. Bill Cullen) 
does the chirping. She makes an 
effective appearance, has a warm 
set of pipes and does nicely with 
“You Are My Lucky Star” and 

Ain't Misbehaving.” She could 


stand a substitution of her second | 


tune. Miss Ames is with the CBS 

Singalong” show. 

Other component of the layout 
is Cy Reeves, a repeater at this 
house, who could stand some less- 
fi.miliar material. Comic’s stories 
and lines have seen better days, 

ut he nevertheless walks off to 
healthy mitts, primarily because of 
his “Old Man River” rendition. 

ose. 


_ Apelie, N. Y. 
Jimmie Lunceford Band (15) 
ed by Eddie Wilcox with Joe 
Thomas and Freddie Bryant, Nellie 
Lutcher, Billy Williams, Lopez 
‘a Forte, Spider Bruce & Co.: 
(eripped by Boston Blackie 
ol), ‘ 


e 


Nellie Lutcher and the Jimmie 
Lunceford band are the sparkplug 
of this week’s vaude semester 
the Apollo. 

groove the pianist-songstress 
wows ‘em. Onxthe whole the cur- 
rent bill shapes up as a neat pack- 


Spotted in the clos- 


_ smartly throughout. : 
Martin Brothers manipulate 
their marionets on stage level and 
present a novel highlight. Dolls 
range from duo of rhumba dancers 
to skeletons and a jiving duo of 
‘piano and trumpet players, all 
smartly synchronized to good musi- 
cal backing. Smart pace-changer 
is provided by a tiny clown work- 
ing in and out of a suitcase to a 
Pagliacci theme, an expert demon- 
stration of puppetry at its best. 
| Closing slot is taken over by 





‘Miss Lee, and it’s a riot from the 
‘start to the final begoff. On to 
‘an enthusiastic reception, blonde 
'chirper has her auditors hanging 


on to every gesture. Starts off with | 
“It’s a Good Day” and runs through | 


‘an engaging repertoire, including 
“Baby, Don’t Be Mad at Me.” “I'll 
Dance at Your Wedding,” “Golden 


Earrings,” “Get Me Some Money,” | 


“It's Magic” and “Manana,” with 
stubholders hollering for more way 
into the -exit-break. Switch into 


“Golden Earrings” and “It’s Ma- | 


gic,” in between the jive, is expert- 
ly maneuvered, and backing by 
Dave Barbour with his electric gul- 
tar and an unusual accompanying 
combo of drums, bass, clarinet and 
another rhythm guitar, is a high- 
powered assist. 

Miss Lee has the vocal know- 
how and sells with the best. The 
answer is in the count at the wick- 
et, which is reaching out for a top 


figure in spite of one of the worst 


spells of torrid heat registered in 
this town in years. Burm. 


stage in the past. Lawrie, thor- 
‘oughly at home with a song, has 
‘ripened in style and presentation 
‘and clicks with such romantic 
‘tunes as “Haunted Heart” and “Be- 
gin the Beguine.” Another stand- 
out in the song department is Russ 
Jondreau, who has good musical 
comedy style. : 
| Showstoppers are a trio of U of 
Maryland boys billed as “The 
_Equilibrists,’” who do an acro act 
‘with the accent on balance and 
amazing muscular control. Lads 
‘rate attention as a finely coordi- 
'nated team, who could be whipped 
‘into top-drawer form with just a 
little more variety. | ere 
Others who get attention include 
Weldon Bass, who terped through 
the war with the 29th division, and 
is currently debuting his own 
dance studio here. Bass does a suc- 
cession of impressions of film and 
stage terpers. best of which is a 
takeoff on Bill Robinson and a 
clowned takeoff on Eleanor Powell. 
de Graffenreid Woolley, Junior 
Leaguer who has already become 
known here on TV, puts her mario- 
nettes to work using her own black 
velvet dress as a back drop. Gal 
manipulates her dummies with un- 


usual skill, using the entire stage 


to give the illusion of reality. Gets 
beaucoup returns for her puppet 
version of the old skeleton number, 
using a luminous figure on a dark 
stage. : 
Barbara Browning, eye-filling ec- | 
centric terper: James Spear, whose | 
conventional magic act is well han- | 


of the season to date. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 28. 
Guy Kibbee, Al Schenk, Mary 
Mon Toy, Madcaps, Church & 
Hale, Les Rhode House Orch; “Key 
Largo” (WB). 





Components of the installation 


stubholders. With filmite Guy 
Kibbee luring them via marquee 
value, plus draw of “Key Largo,” 
the big house figures to ring up 
healthy grosses. 

Kibbee 
presh, though he essays nothing 
startling in his routine, an amiable 
canto of anecdotes re home state 
Texas and pic-stage career. 

Little Al Schenk emcees in brief 
and® effective style, saving his ma- 
terial for his ewn spot, which he 
holds down for a consistent round 
of laughs. Stint is a screwy mix- 
ture of wacky song interpolations. 
hoofing and an assortment of famil- 
iar and new gags that wander into 
each other, yet gather the desired 
results from the aud for a wrapup. 

Pacesetters Church and Hale 
make for an attractive pair of 
terpers. Easy-working youngsters 
tee off matters with imaginatively 
conceived and well executed rou- 
tines for brisk reception. Svelte 
Chinese thrush Mary Mon Toy sets 
herself neatly in the song spot. 
Mixes numbers for good variety 
and pace, with arrangements on 
the better side. Standout is her 
“Carmen Jones” bit. 

The Madcaps, harmonica duo. 
turn in straight mouth-organ work 
in the standard vein, with turn tak- 
ing on added value via how!-beget- 
ting clowning that makes for 
healthy reaction. 

Rhode house orch handles the 
backgrounds in groovey Style. 
Lary. 





TOLEDO ARENA BOOKINGS 
Toledo, Aug. 31. 
Sports Arena has booked several 
fall shows. “These include the 
“Stop the Music” quiz program, 
Oct. 6; Carmen Cavailiara, Nov. 3; 
Vaughn Monroe, Dec. 5; and Fred 
Waring, Dec. 10. ame 
“Holiday on Ice” skating revue 





gagement on Nov. 18. 


; in an) 
auto race monolog with sound ef- | 


On the | 


here this week set well with the. 


leaves a2 pleasant im- | 


is scheduled to open a 10-day en) 


Radio City, Mpis. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 28. 
Phil Spitalny’s “Hour of Charm™ 
orch (27) with The 3 Girls, Betty 
Kelly, Jean Pate, Evelyn; “Big 
City” (M-G). 


As to be expected, Phil Spitalny’s 
“Hour of Charm” affords one of 
the most listenable and enjoyable 
straight-out musical entertainments 
offered on this stage. It duplicates 
its triumph here of a year ago. No 
void is left in the way of melody 
and song. 

The acclaim greeting the per- 
formance demonstrates that when 
the music and song are of the 
present topnotch caliber, a stage 
presentation can forego the usual 
supplementary variety fare, includ- 
ing comedy. Spitalry brings six 
violins, six trumpets, two trom- 
bones, four reeds, two pianos, harp, 
fiute, guitar, drums and string 
bass. This instrumentation han- 
dles its musical chores in masterly 
fashion with much individual and 
group soloing, and with the chorus 
of 17 from the orchestra display- 
ing equal vocal skill. Fully up to 
Spitalny’s demanding task of sat- 
isfying all musical tastes, the or- 
chestra seores with hot swing as 
well as its usual sweet dispensa- 
tions. 

Spitainy’s supreme showmanship 
that has spelied fame and fortune 
are manifest again in the stunning 
spangled white formals worn by the 
girls, the effective lighting and 
staging, the general routining, the 
arrangements and, above all, in the 
choice of surefire numbers. 

Introducing the numbers in an 
unostentatious, dignified manner, 

Spitalny starts the musical ball 
rolling with “You Can’t Be True, 
Dear” that, like most of the other 
offerings, is embellished by instru- 
mental soloing and choral trim- 
mings. “Siboney” gets a fine assist 
from Janet McLane, trumpeter, 
| who also scores with ther own com- 
position. Variations on “My Old 
Kentucky Home” put the trumpet 
section in the spotlight. 

Betty Kelly, one of two featured 
vocalists, makes “Freedom Train” 
especially thrilling with the choir's 
aid, while Jean Pate, also a fea- 
tured warbler and a iuscious look- 
er in the bargain, docs nobly by 
“Ave Maria.” The orchestra hits 
a fast, contrasting pace with “Sabre 
Dance” that precedes the Tiree 
Girls, whose novel screwball per- 
formances of “Bumblebee” and the 
“William Tell Overture” provide 
welcome comedy relief. These girls 
look like a good bet for a Broad- 
way musical or the better nitcris. 

After a hot swing number bs the 
orchestra, Evelyn and.her violin 

have the show's biggest inning. 
The quality of her performances 
stops the show with “Hora Stac- 
om, “Fiddle Paddle” and “Nature 

Vv. 
| A stirring finale, “National Em- 
_blem March,” utilizes a scrim for 
a display of the national eagle and 
flag, and lowers the curtain to an 
ovation. House filled at fourth 
show Friday. Rees. 








Unit Review 











Grandsiand Follies 

(Central Canada Exhibition) 

Ottawa, Auq. 26. 
A. Robins, Theron Family (8), 
Sharkey, Coco, Steve & Eddy, Flori- 
da Trio, Parks Adagio (3), No- 
bertys (3), Flying Hartzells (3), 
Hoaglan’s Horses, Plutocrats Dal- 
matians, Dolores, Madja & Norda, 
Gae Foster Roxyettes Line, Cappy 
Barra, Governor General's Foot- 

guards band. : 





Boff production coupled with 
well-dressed people and_= stage 
makes current “Grandstand Fol- 
lies,” appearing in Ottawa with 
Central Canada Exhibition, one of 
best combinations of outdoor and 
stage material. Reeking with vaude 
nostalgia, the collection of quality 
acts under Lee Barton Evans’ man- 
agemert is well-knit and highly 
colorful, playing to capacity with 
an advance sellout for the week 
at $1.56 tep. Night covered (25) 
tte show had more than 11.000 
in the audience. Split into two 
units, afternoon performance is 
cued to juves, with a definite cir- 
cus slant. Evening show is better 
dressed and gets benefit of light- 
ing. George Hamid is the producer. 

Night show tees off with high 
acts and horses to give stagelights 
benefit of darkness. Flying Hart- 
zells’ familiar trapeze work is fol- 
lowed by .the Noberty’s high-bal- 
acing, h okay thrillers. Hoa- 
glan’s horses, hampered slightly by 
standees on the tracks, go over to 
heavy palmslaps. Stage show opens 
with the Gae Foster Roxyettes, 
precision line, which dances five 
times during the performance with 
tep routines. 

Florida Trio, comedy eor‘ortion- 
ists and tumbling, is smooth-work- 


Continued on page 52) 
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Billy Rose Flails Social Register 
So Herald Trib Nixes Met Column 


Billy Rose’s self-imposed one- 
man campaign to pull the Metro- 
politan Opera Assn. out of its 
financial doldrums struck a snag 
this week when the N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune, which features his “‘Pitch- 
ing Horseshoes” column, refused to 
run Monday’s (30) piece. Column 
was the third in a columnar series 
of suggestions Rose was giving the 
Met, from his experience in show 
business, on how to run the opera 
emporium profitably. Because the 
Trib refused to run the column, 
Rose promptly paid for its inser- 
tion as an ad in the Daily News, 
Monday (30), under the heading 
“Billy Rose Speaking,” because, he 
eaid, “I believe I have the right 
to call the shots as I see them.” 

Rose said later he couldn’t figure 
out why the Trib turned the piece 
down. The other 200 newspapers 


carrying the syndicated column ran | 


it, as far as he knew, and there was 
no advance nix from the Trib on 
the fourth and last of the columns 
dealing with the Met. He’d heard 
of no pressure brought to bear on 
the Trib from any of the Met 
board. 


Column in question rapped the | 


Met’s board of 27 directors, “most 
of whose names can be found in 
the Social Register. With the pos- 
sible exception of two or three,” 
Rose wrote, “they have nothing to 
contribute to good music, and if 
they want to do what’s right by 
grand opera, they will hold one 
last meeting and fire themselves. 
The more I check into the way they 
run our Opera House, the more 


convinced I am that the Met will | 
be in trouble as long as it’s bossed | 


by this unwieldy gang of lifted- 
pinky entrepreneurs.” . 

Rose went on to suggest the kind 
of board he would have to run the 
Met, most of whom, he said later, 
had told him they’d be honored to 
serve if the Met were on a civic- 
run basis. Rose’s recommenda- 
tions, which included himself, of 
course, and taken mostly from 
Broadway, were: 

Music, Arturo Toscanini; 
finances, Bernard M. Baruch; labor 
relations, Anna Rosenberg; policy 
consultants, Virgil Thomson, Olin 
Downes, Deems Taylor; producing 
consultants, Boris Goldovsky, Laszlo 
Halasz, Vladimir Rosing. (And the 


following theatre people to stand | 


by and advise the opera experts on 
specific problems relating to pres- 
ent-day stagecraft.) Lights, Has 
sard Short, John Murray Anderson, 
Leonidoff; scenery, Robert Ed- 
mund Jones, Herman Rosse, Jo 
Mielziner; stage direction, Jose 
Ferrer, Joshua Logan, Elia Kazan, 
Rouben Mam-?ulian; choreography, 
Agnes DeMille, Jerome Robbins, 
Anthony Tudor; costumes, Raoul 
Pene du Bois, Irene Sharaff; radio 
and television, Norman Corwin; 
showmanship, Oscar Hammerstein, 
Richard Rodgers, Herbert Fields. 


The News commented editorially 


yesterday (Tues.) on Rose’s ex- 
cised column, with its own explan- 
ation of the Trib’s ban. “Mr. Rose 
had some exceedingly salty things 
to say about the Social Register 
folks who boss the Met. The Herald 
Tribune loves if not- worships most 
of these same folks, and it just 
couldn’t bring itself to let this un- 
couth Broadway showman trample 
their corns.” Commenting on 
Rose’s suggestions for improve- 
ments, the News editorial endec: 
“Our tip to the Met rulers would 
be to swallow their pride and take 
the Rose ideas seriously. We think 
this experienced and _ successful 
show wizard is offering the Met 
the medicine it needs.” 


CINCY SUMMER OPERA 
HAS OVER 246 LO 


Cincinnati, Aug. 31. 
Cincinnati’s summer opera will 
be continued next year, according 
‘to John L. Margo, secretary of the 





a 
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Winnipeg’s Hypo 
Winnipeg, Aug. 31. 
| Fall season is expected to see a 
‘revival of legit here, with the Win- 





nipeg Little Theatre resuming 
| after seven dark years. A going 
|institution with its own theatre 


| before the war, organization shut 
i'down with the opening of hostili- 
| ties and hasn’t been operating 
|since. George Brodersen has been 

named director and has a full sea- 
| son set for the company. 
| Opening attraction has not been 
| named, but first production is ex- 
| pected to be readied for an Octo- 
‘ber opening. Group sold its thea- 
jtre when it shut down, and must 
| spot a new stage for its presenta- 
| tions. 





Seattle Symphony Board 
_ Won't Make Group Co-op; 
| Rodzinski First Guest 


Seattle, Aug. 31. 
Arthur Rodzinski will be.the first 
in a series of guest conductors’ for 
ithe Seattle Symphony Orchestra 
|during the 1948-1949 season, lead- 


jing the opening concert in Meany | 


Hall Nov. 22. Orchestra’s board at 
'the same time stated that it would 
continue to operate the symphony 
| rather than turn operation over to 
‘the musician$ as a cooperative 
venture. 

| Alvin Schardt, chairman of the 
musician’s committee which has 
asked Cecelia Schultz, manager of 
the Moore theatre, to manage a 


symphony orchestra made up of | 


‘members of the Seattle Symphony, 
'said that the musicians he repre- 
sents would be willing to play in 
i; both orchestras but that’ the 
|musicians group won’t cancel its 
| proposed 16-concert series at the 
| Moore. 

| Move of the 40 musicians in the 
/committee to expand the symphony 
season was the culmination of 
a long-brewing controversy in 
| musical circles here. Critics of the 
Seattle Symphony Crchestra Assn., 
| which manages the symphony or- 
|chestra, have complained about the 
|short season, lack of a permanent 
jconductor and fact that last year 
‘only 800 persons contributed to the 
'symphony’s sustaining fund. Hit 
also was the Seattle Symphony’s 
| withdrawal from the Pacific North- 
|'west Symphony Orchestra, which 
‘also included Tacoma and Olympia. 


8,000 Rene: ia Ha's 





Boston, Aug. 31. 

Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Society, here wit! ‘“Grandma’s 
Diary,” first TG-ATS offering, set 
for Sept. 6 at the Wilbur, has rung 
‘up largest percéntage of subscrip- 
tion renewals so far. Out of 10,000 
‘subscribers last year, 
|newed, with new subscribers push- 
‘ing total well above last season's 
mark. 


exceeding the count, but lively in- 
terest points to a bigger legit sea- 
son here this year than last. Legit, 
in fact, remains about the only 
after-dark activity in the Hub for 
coming season, as the niteries have 
dwindled and hotel rooms, save for 
a couple of old standbys, aren’t 
getting the play. 

One written complaint received 
by the TG-ATS here resulted in 
cancelling “The Heiress,” appear- 
ing on the Guild's original list re- 
| leased in May. Play had tried out 
here, and though play is deemed 
an entirely different show now, 
| local office figured it best not to 
take a chance on it. 








For ArS-Theatre “mld 


8,000 re-| 





opera association. Statement was | 
made along with his report that in | Philadelhie. A 81 

5 ¥ lladeipnia, Aug. 31. 
its 27th season's six-week run, | Anthony Terraciano, printing 


t 

association shows a deficit in ex- | firm head and adviser and member 
cess of a $24,000 guarantee fund. (of the board of the Philadelphia 
Deficit, said Margo, is the largest |LaScala Opera Co. for 27 years, 
in the association’s history, yet the has been named general manager 
season was the most artistic and of the organization. He succeeds 
the total attendance set a new high. the late Francesco Pelosi, long- 
| time a - the pa pol 
pany, who died several weeks ago. 
A. Clyde Roller has been engag-| Marie Pelosi, daughter of the 
_@d as conductor of the Amarillo|former manager, has been named 

(Texas) symphony orchestra. assistani to Terraciano. 


Succeeds Pelosi 





‘Show Boat’ for Coast 


Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
Road company of “Show Boat” 
‘which opens in Boston next month, 
.is booked at the Philharmonic au- 
ditcrium here for two weeks, start- 
ing Christmas night. 

Musical will be presented by 
John Moss and Fred Hayman, in 
association with Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein. ; 


HAYWARD ONE 
OF SHOW BIZ'S 
BUSIEST 


Leland Hayward has two legit 
shows on the boards, two more in 
preparation and another on the 
future list, besides picture deals 
and plans in the works, participa- 
tion in theatre operation and di- 
rectorship of an airline, which 
makes the producer-agent one of 
the most active people in and out 
of show biz. 

In Detroit last week the sevond 
company of his “Mister Roberts” 
_upened, followed by its Chicago 
opening Monday (30). The Thom- 
as Heggen-Joshua Logan play con- 











tinues at capacity at the Alvin 
theatre, N. Y. 
Meanwhile, Hayward is work- 


ing, in association with the Play- 
wrights’ Co., on the production of 
the new Maxwell Anderson play, 
“Anne of the 1,000 Days.” Imme- 
diately set to follow is the new 
Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, musical edition of James 
Michener’s “Tales of the South 
Pacific,” in association with the 
authors and Logan. 


Then, there’s the prospect of a 


third company of “Roberts,” if the | 
second company clicks solidly in|. 


Chicago and appears unlikely to 
be able to fill the committed road 
dates. After that, Hayward hopes 
to do “The Bird Cage,” the Ar- 
thur Laurents play he has under 
option. He also still has the Max 
Wylie-John C. Gibbs play, “The 
Reluctant George,” but his option 
on that runs out in a few weeks. 

Hayward figures on doing the 
picture version of “Roberts” as an 
independent production, but hasn’t 
yet set a release deal. The plan 
is to charter a Liberty ship from 


|the Government and shoot the pic- | 


ture in the Caribbean next sum- 
mer, using the New York cast. The 
Chicago company would probably 
| be brought in to substitute at the 
_Alvin, N. Y., during that period. 

In addition, Hayward is asso- 


‘ciated in the ownership and op-| 


‘eration of the Hudson theatre, 
'N.Y., with Howard Lindsay, Rus- 
sel Crouse; Howard S. -Cullman 
sonal representative of 


other stars. And although he’s no 


longer active with the Music Corp. | 
‘of America, he continues to re-| 


ceive payments from the sale of 
the Leland Hayward, Inc. agency 
to MCA. 

Hayward is constantly buying a 
selling film rights to various lit- 


|erary properties, mostly mag short | 


| Stories. Some of these he acquires 


It isn’t the Guild’s biggest num- |as potential screen vehicles for his tY Members and students, hasn't 
ber of subscribers, the war years actor-clients, others he reselis to | Started its 


'various studios at a profit. Also, 
| he’s a major stockholder and board 
member of Southwest Airlines, on 
the Coast, and devotes consider- 
able time to that. . 

His newest interest is television, 
in which he’s preparing to set up 
some kind of production outfit. 
‘Plans for this are in the prelim- 
inary stage. 





Col. Philharmonic Orch 


Columbus, O., Aug. 31. 
Sixteen pop concerts will be pre- 
sented during the coming season by 
the Columbus Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, according to Izler Solomon, 
music director. All concerts will be 
given Saturday nights. 





comprises 10 subscription concerts 
featuring eight guest artists, and 
three weeks’ of touring in two 
separate trips. 

Columbus and Southern Ohio 
‘Electric Co., will again sponsor a 
one-hour broadcast of each pop 
concert over WCOL and WCOL- 
FM, as last year. 





| ploitation purposes, as well as the 
‘fact that Miss Schoop wanted an 


and Elliott Nugent. He also is per- | 
James | 
Stewart, Henry Fonda and several | 


Skeds 16 Pop Concerts 8-11, 


The orchestra’s regular season | 


——_.. 


Paris Opera Ballet Sets Topheavy 
—— Sked for Ist U.S. Visit; Lifar Along 





Akron Mer. Pays Off 


Akron, Aug. 31. 

Mrs. Lotta Phillips Smith, man- 
ager of the Akron Concert Course, 
last week (8-26) was ordered by 
Summit County Common Pleas 
Judge Ray Watters to pay $3,240 
to the Chicago symphony orches- 
tra, including $3,000 and interest 
from March 18, 1947. 

The suit said that the orchestra's 
agent, Albert Morini, entered into 
'a contract with Mrs. Smith, Jan. 
19. 1946, whereby the orchestra 
was to receive $3,000 for a concert 
given March 18, 1947. Mrs. Smith 
failed to pay the amount, orchestra 
officials claimed. 


Schoop Ballet Not To 
Return This Season; 
Markova-Dolin On Own 


The Trudi Schoop Ballet, which 








* First visit of the Paris Opera 


Ballet to the U. S., to appear at 
N. Y.’s City Center Sept. 21-Oct. 3 
in conjunction with Greater New 
York’s Jubilee, has aroused inter- 
est on several scores. Ballet will 
perform as part of an International 
Dance Festival presented by Sol 
Hurok, with the Paris troupe 
dancing 11 performances, Ram Go- 
pal ard his Hindu group giving 
four performances, and Charles 
Weidman and Co. in one appear- 
ance. 

Paris Ballet, whose transporta- 
tion both ways is being taken care 
of by the French government as a 
matter of prestige, will arrive by 
boat in Montreal Sept. 9, after 
eight days’ travel from Le Havre. 
It will open on the 10th, doing 
five performances in four days; 
then take overnight trip to Chica- 
go, for five more performances in 
four days, ending on the 18th, then 
come to N. Y. for the Sept. 21 
opening. Troupe will dance 11 per- 
formances in as many days. 

In Paris, ballet troupe dances 





was lined up for 10 weeks of book- 


one full night a week, on Wednes- 


ings next season, has had its tour | days, except in July, when it does 
cancelled and won’t come to the|three nights a week, due to the 


U. S. The 
troupe visited the U. S. for a tour | 
of six weeks last season—its first 
visit in eight years—and the Sol 
Hurok office, which managed the 
tour, lost money on the bookings. 
Company didn’t draw too well. 
And fact that the troupe had no | 
new ballets lined up for this sea- 
son, which could be used for ex- 


increase in guarantee, decided the 
cancellation. 

The Markova-Dolin dance troupe 
which Hurok managed for three 
years will no longer be under his 
management, although Hurok will 
still book pz. of next season’s 
tour, and continue getting commis- 
sion for certain dates. Dance duo, 
who have a troupe of eight, will 
book rest of their tour themselves. 
In previous seasons Alicia Markova 
and Anton Dolin were reported to 
have had a weekly guarantee of 
$1,000 each from Hurok for 30 
, weeks of engagements. 

Duo wii! dance as guest stars 
with the Bailet Russe de Monte 
/ Carlo at the Met, N. Y., in Septem- 
ber, and will stay with the troupe 
for its season in Chicago starting 
Oct. 19. Ballet Russe wants duo as 
, well for its L. A. and Frisco weeks, 
but dancers are undecided. They 
'also have a definite commitment 
next spring as guests with the Sad- 
lers Wells Ballet at Covent Gar- 
,den, London, where they had a 
boff reception this spring. 


Early Season Opening 
For Legit in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

Earliest opening for local legit 
season in many years finds three 
‘shows spotted into the Lyceum 
| during the ensuing half-month at 
|a time when the weather's still 
hot, many potential customers are 
still living in their lake homes 
and the University of Minnesota, 
'with its many drama-loving facul- 





fall - winter term. 
| Lyceum has the drawback of not 
‘being air-conditioned, and local 
'theatregoing public is notoriously 
_ Slow in getting the urge for legit 
| because cf habit:developed in con- 
/sequence of late starts in recent 
years. 

“Oklahoma” is current for a 
full week—its third engagement 
, here. “The Winslow Boy,” first of 
the New York Theatre Guild— 
ATS subscription—season spon- 
sored attractions, comes in for 
four nights and a matinee Sept. 
while Bert Lahr in “Bur- 
lesque” is scheduled for the full 
| week of Sept. 13. Otherwise, as 
yet, there are no more definite 
bookings, although a number of 
| others are regarded as likely. 





_ RICHMOND’S TICKET HYPO 
é Richmond, Aug. 31. 
Thahimers, prominent depart- 
‘ment store here, has opened a 
_ticket-selling booth in answer to 
‘increased interest in entertain- 
ment events. 
iS Store is prominently featuring 
Common Glory,” Roanoke _his- 
torical pageant, and is handling 


Swiss comic dance | visitors. Feeling is that the troupe 


may not stand up te the rigorous 
U. S. and Canada schedule mapped 
out for it. Another point of interest 
is an open letter in Dance News 
from Edwin Denby, former N. Y. 
Herald Tribune dance critic now 
in Europe on a Guggenheim fellow- 
ship. Denby, while not apologizing 
for the Paris troupe, points out 
that it has a different dance style 
from the ballet troupes familiar 
to the U. S., its style being calmer 
and slower, and asks the American 
public to bear this in mind. 

Paris troupe has unusual pub- 
licity setup, with the Hurok office 
doing the theatrical publicity, and 
Wright Wilson and Associates han- 
dling general non-theatrical promo- 
tion. Parisizns have two ballet mas- 
ters, Andred Aveline and Serge Li- 
far, and are using quite a few of 
the latter’s ballets. Lifar won’t 
dance here. He isn’t permitted to 
dance in Paris, either, because of 
his Vichy connections, and can’t 
even appear on the Opera stage. 
He has to conduct his rehearsals 
in another hall. 

Ram Gopal, whose headquarters 
are in London, is paying his own 
way to the U. S. for the Jubilee ap- 
pearances. Hurok plans short tours 
for both Copal and Paris Opera 
Ballet, after the N. Y. bows. 


8-WEEK REPERTORY 
SET FOR ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Aug. 31. 

An eight-week season of rep- 
ertory, with name guest perform- 
ers in the lead parts, has been set 
for the coming season by The 
Stage, Atlanta stock company. 
Season opens Sept. 13 with Haila 
Stoddard in “Blithe Spirit.”” Shows 
are being presented at Woman’s 
Club Aud. 

.Series of plays, with the troupe 
operating for the second straight 
season, is being sponsored by the 
Young Matrons Circle, which is 
guaranteeing costs of production 
up to 40%. Last year the troupe 
operated for only two weeks, both 
in the red. 

Hudson Fausett is directing the 
shows, with Walter Munroe as pro- 
duction manager, and Don Gibson 
and Eisbeth Hoffmann the regular 
leads. Lucia Collier Cooke, local 
socialite, is the producer. 


Englund, Levy Huddle 


Rye Beach, N. H., Aug. 30. 

Ken Englund, who has been here 
working with Vernon Duke and 
Ogden Nash on their forthcoming 
Broadway revue, “Sweet Dreams,” 
is due in New York Thursday (2) 
to confer with Lou Levy, co-pro- 
ducer with Englund on the show. 
Levy is due in N. Y. today (Tues.) 
by plane from London, where he 
went to arrange for a British pres- 
entation of the show, to open two 
months after the Broadway pre- 
miere. Show is first production 
for Levy and Englund, and is due 
for a late fall opening. 

Englund will also huddle in 
N. Y. with Agnes DeMille, who has 
signed to co choreography on both 
N. Y. and London productions. It 
will be Miss DeMille’s first revue, 








Sales for midget auto races and her other Broadway shows being 


visiting concert and legit attrac- 
‘tions. 





musicals of the “Oklahoma!”, 
“Carousel,” “Allegro” type. 
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Bias Vs. Theatre Parties Still Strong 
As Two New Shows Try Limiting Em 


; . *. 
Prejudice in recent 


seasons # 


,’ 
¥ 





against predominant number of 
theatre parties on new shows, ac-| 
cented last year by the Rodgers & | 
Hammerstein decision to eliminate | 
parties on their productions, is con- | 
tinuing in effect this season. “Sum- | 
mer and Smoke” and “Magdalena,” 


two early N. Y. entrants, have al-| wanger’s “The Devil in Boston” is “%° Says something will have to be the Central City (Colo.) play festi- | 
ready adopted special policies that | cjateq for the Coronet theatre done about the problem immedi- | val finished in the red. 


fall in with the new thinking. | 
“Summer,” which bows in Oct. 6, | 
is booking 33 parties through Feb. | 


| 
| 


26, when it could have taken many | gietin commitments of se 1 to reduce expenses, since it’s im-. weeks, 
g s of several of operas costing $155,000 the deficit | 


more, and is limiting them to Mon-} 
days through Thursdays, instead of | 
the usual full-week inclusion. 
Show’s ads are also listing the. open 
dates when a customer can buy) 
tickets, instead of the customary | 
practice of stating the dates of per- | 
formances when tickets aren't 
available. 

“Magdalena,” opening in N. Y.} 
Sept. 20, won’t sell more than two | 
or three parties a week. Manage- 
ment has about 15 arranged al- 
ready, and doesn’t expect to pact 
any parties beyond the first six 
weeks. 

“Magdalena” will cost about 
$350,000 by the time it reaches 
N. Y,. which may explain its price 
scale of a $6 top week nights, $6.60 | 
Saturday night, and $4.20 Saturday | 
matinee. Wednesday matinee top | 





will be $3.60. Show opened in Los | Show lineup of nine variety units , attraction. 
Angeles, where it played three and one legit company with 10)| Spent as freely as in former sea- 
weeks, and is now in San Francisco, | 





Feuchtwanger’s ‘Devil’ 
Stalled on Coas 


Los Angeles, Aug. 31. | 
World premiere of Lion Feucht- | 





ENT STRAWHATS 





MCAS. REPORT Mull Committee to Study Survey 


UN OPERAT 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


Rapidly increasing costs are) 
threatening the efficient operation | 
of top summer theatres, according | 
to Richard Aldrich, director of the | 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., | 





ON 


By Nathan on 


Theatre's Ailments 





Central City Festival | 
Finishes in the Red 


Denver, Aug. 31. 
Even with a capacity business 


Intake 


here Nov. 9, a postponement from @te!Y. Comparing the situation to for the two operas, “Cossi Fan 
the original vaatiae Gabe Shift of | Broadway, Aldrich thinks all straw- Tutti” and “Tales of Hoffman,” in 
opening dates is the result of con- at managers must find some way alternate performances for three 


the cast’s principals. | 

Howard DaSilva will play the 
leading role of Cotton Mather, 
with Adrian Awan producing and | 
Benjamin Zemach directing. 


Vet Hosp Shows 
Would Augment 


Legit Program 


The Veterans Hospital Camp 
Shows may augment its present 





| 
' 


additional legit shows to tour the 


where its original three-week stand | VHCS circuit of Veterans Adminis- | 


has been extended to four. 
Revise ‘Magdalena’ Book 
Book of show 


worked on, but music is same as 
on opening night, with 22 numbers 
by the Brazilian, Heitor Villa- 


rere _ Villa- | Unlikely that anything will be done | priced tickets; at Olney, 
ee pre fri: Ry Lae ill ‘until Golden returns from Europe. where the theatre had been en-| 


in Memorial Hospital, N. Y., since 
July 9 with a stomach ailment, but 
is greatly improved now. Illness 
had been kept gq.t., with not even 
the “Magdalena” management al- 
lowed to visit the composer. “Mag- 
dalena” company is arriving from 
the Coast by special train Sept. 15, 
with producers Edwin Lester and 
Homer Curran arriving Sept. 13. 
Company is losing one week in 
transit, with three days for travel- 
ing and two days to set up in N. Y. 

“Summer and Smoke,” preeming 
at the Erlanger, Buffalo, Sept. 9, 

(Continued on nage 51) 


Mpls. Drive for Funds 
To Back Civic Theatre 
For 10-Week Minimum 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

Campaign is under way here to 
raise funds to underwrite a Minne- 
upolis Civic Theatre 10-week min- 
imum season to comprise Broad- 
day offerings not sent on tour or 
playing here. and to include guests 
stars for each show. Deal has al- 
ready been made with the 1,859- 
seat Lyceum, local legiter, to pre- 
Sent the plavs there on percent- 
age during periods when there are 
no roadshow attractions ooked. 
The American National Theatre 
and Academy has promised its co- 
operation. Charles Hough, vet- 
eran theatreiman here, has joined 
forces with the Civic Theatre, 
which is a North Star Drama 
League development. 

Last season the Civic Theatre 
Staged its offerings in the 400-seat 
Women’s club theatre, but brought 
in such guest stars as Sidney 
Blackmer and Blanche Yurka, and 





Presented plays like “All My | 


Sons” and other Broadway hits. 
If present plans materialize, city 


will have its most extensive and 


best spoken drama seasons in 
years, inasmuch as the Lyceum al- 
ready has a fairly large number 
of touring attractions booked. 
House opens much earlier than 
Usual, on Aug. 30, with “Okla- 
homa” in for a full week for its 
third iocal engagement. “The 
_ Winslow Boy,” first of four Thea- 
tre Gnild subscription offerings. 
follows for four nights and 4a 
matinee starting Sept. 8. 


: 
| tration, Army 


has undergone | 


some revisions and is still being | manager, conferred with legit pro- | 


| Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, | 


Louis Simon, VHCS_ general | 


possible, he says, to raise prices. | 

In a survey just made of repre-_ 
sentative eastern _— strawhats, | 
VARIETY learned that although 
business has been good in most) 


Aldrich reports gross receipts off | 
5% to 10% on the average from 
last year, although he sold out 
most performances. He sees this | 
as a sign that business is return- | 
ing to normal on Cape Cod. | 

Sara Stamm reports business | 
worse this vear at her Casino, 
theatre, Newyort, R. IL, attribut- | 
ing it the uncertainty of outlook, | 
high cost of living, and a local de- | 
pression because of loss of former 
war industry. Business at the box- 
office, she says, is a reflection of 
general financial conditions, ex- 
cept when a big name star is the 
Money isn’t being 


sons, when almost anything was 
accepted, she reports. | 
Biz was better this year than | 





(Conn.) Playhouse, which raised 
its prices; at William Miles’ | 


| yesterday 


(Tues.). However, it’s 


'He sails today on the 
|Queen Mary. 

There are several major prob- 
lems to be ironed out before VHCS 
can enlarge its legit program. 
Chief item under discussion will 


(Wed. ) 


cash outlay hasn’t been set up as 
yet, and unless money comes from 
outside sources it’s unlikely that 
VHCS will be able to proceed in 
this matter. 

Other problem is that of ward 
entertainment. As an experiment, 
the VHCS will tour “Turn to the 
Right,” with performers giving 
play readings to interested patients 
in the ward. It’s also planned to 
have the “Turn” troupe spend an 
afternoon or evening at each in- 
stallation coaching. patients inter- 
ested in acting. Idea is to aid pa- 
\tients in forming their own acting 
‘companies. 

Golden, who has financed the 





be the budget. The VHCS 1949 | 


| list forced transients to higher- 
Md., 


‘larged, and a new director (Rich- 
ard Skinner) brought in a name 
(Continued on page 51) 


| Granik-Kass Deal 
Only Prospect For 
Wash. Legit House 


Washington, Aug. 31. 
Prospects for a legit house for 
Washington to replace the Nation- 
al, which is going on a film basis, 
were both up and down in the 
past few days. 
The down side came from near- 








was $75,000. With the 


will be paid by art-minded Den- 
ver and Colorado wealthy who 


want to see the Central City 70- | 


year-old opera~ house traditions 


| spots, it’s slipped a bit in some. | carried on. 


In the three weeks just ended 
“The Play’s the Thing,’ with the 
N. Y. cast headed by Louis Cal- 
hern, flown here and back, packed 
the house to a sellout $70,000. 


Campaign Set To 
Insure OK of Pitt 
Alfresco Operas 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 31. 
Men behind the Civie Light 
Opera Co. here are determined to 





and Navy hospitals. last at Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton | make it a permanent institution 


despite annual lickings the alfresco 
enterprise has taken in its first 
three summers of operation. Un- 


|derstood now that City Council has 


_been approached, and is said to be 
|looking favorably on the idea, to 
kick in $500,000 for part of con- 
struction cost of putting up a 
natural amphitheatre near one of 
the local parks. 

To that, it’s reported Kaufmann 
(department store) Fund would 
contribute another $500,000, with 
remainder being raised by public 
subscription. Since its inception 
in 1946, outdoor productions have 
been guaranteed against loss by 
Edgar Kaufmann, head of town’s 
biggest retail establishment, who 
has shelled out around $200,000 to 
cover deficits. 

Also reliably reported that one 
of town’s biggest industrial fami- 
lies will be asked to kick in with 
plot of ground which is considered 














by _Alexandria, Va., where direc- 
‘tors of the Alexandria Amus. | 
| Goce. turned thumbs down on un- | 
| disclosed offers they said they had | 
|received to convert their new, 
modern picture house into a legit- | 
‘er. House is across the Potomac | 
/River and about five miles away 


[Equity Library Theatre, is inter-| from Washington’s midtown Na- 
ested in furthering that program, |tional. Board members said they 
and it’s likely that plays will be fejt the time was “not opportune 
rehearsed in ELT productions, for such a change due to the un- 
with the same performers used in ¢cettled conditions in the thea- 
‘many cases. If this is the case, | trjcal business in the metropolitan 
Golden may aid the VHCS legit grea.” At least part of the “un- 


program financially. 

Should these plans go through. | 
VHCS will concentrate on comedy 
hits. Many types of psycho patients 
are unable to take serious drama. 

The legit program, according to. 
Simon, will in no way affect the 
‘variety show program, which will 
| continue to be the mainstay of 
'VHCS activity. 








'settled conditions” were probably 


the word from New York that a 
Virginia house with a segregation | 
policy would have difficulty get- 
ting productions. 

On the bright side of the penny | 
came the disclosure that Theodore | 
Granik, D. C. attorney and di-| 





just right for a permanent site. Am- 
phitheatre would hardly be ready 
before summer of 1950, so oper- 
ettas will probably continue next 
season at Pitt Stadium to maintain 
the continuity — that is, providing 
present plans materialize. 

Since rainy weather has been 
the chief item in seasonal losses, 
blueprints for the natural outdoor 
site will include a movable top of 
nylon material construction that 
can cover both audience and stage 
in short time on nights when 
weather is inclement or the rains 
come in the middle of performance. 
It’s figured by local sponsors that 
if they had been able to go right 
through every show without any 
cancellations, there would now 
have been a slight profit instead of 
a heavy loss. 

One of chief boosters of the proj- 


| zations, etc. 


rector of “The American Forum | ect in City Council is Councilman 
of the Air,” and Garfield I. Kass,| A. L. Wolk, who has been one of 


H Copies of the Robert R. Nathan 


report on the legitimate theatre 
are being sent out this week to 
leading individuals—producers, in- 
vestors, union heads, civic organi- 
Purpose is to form a 
/committee to oversee an industry- 
‘wide survey of the ailments of the 
theatre. 

| The Nathan report, prepared 
|!some months for Equity, is a 127- 
| page prospectus of theatrical con- 
ditions, which took four months to 
do and cost $3,000. But it’s mere- 
'ly an outline of a survey that has 
still to be carried out, a survey that 
Nathan estimates will take two 
| years and cost $365,000. It’s 
Equity’s feeling that the task is too 
| big for the actors’ union alone, and 
| should embrace the whole theatri- 
;cal industry—other unions, pro- 
| ducers, ete. 


The Economic Betterment Com- 
mittee, which Equity set up to 
delve into the problem and which 
in turn hired Nathan to make a 
preliminary survey, was headed by 
Winston O’Keefe, and included 
Margaret Webster, Raymond Mas- 
sey, Philip Loeb, Jane Seymour, 
Neil Fitzgerald, George Keane, 
Katherine O’Brien, Aline Mac- 
Mahon and Angus Duncan. Com- 
mittee is sold on making the larger 
survey, feeling that once it were 
done, the trade would have an esti- 
mate and analysis of every eco- 
nomic fact pertaining to the thea- 
tre. Survey, it feels, would bene- 
| fit actors, producers, anybody, ex- 
panding the theatre throughout the 
country. Committee also feels 
that unless the industry itself is 
concerned enough to do this kind 
| of job on itself, it isn’t worth do- 
| ing at all. 

The Nathan preliminary survey, 
which was the first such since the 
Bernheim study for Equity in 1927, 
pointed out such matters to be 
studied as theatre facilities, thea- 
tre production problems, em- 
ployees, theatregoers, playwrights, 
road shows, sale of tickets, charac- 
teristics of the legit theatre, inno- 
vations in the theatre, the non-com- 
mercial theatre, project for a na- 
tional theatre, etc. 


Italians Seek to Do 
‘Medium’ in Rome 
Despite Flop in Paris 


Although last season’s Paris pro- 














“The Medium,” done in French by 
the Broadway cast headed by Ma- 
rie Powers, was a flop, several Ital- 
ian producers are anxious to stage 
the work in Rome this season. Im- 
petus was given by Arturo Tos- 
canini, who looks on Menotti now 
a. a protege. When he was in Paris 
last spring with “The Medium,” 
Menotti went to Rome to see 
Toscanini, latter asking about a 
possible Italian presentation. 


Although the two-week Paris run 
lost money, French producers are 
interested in Menotti, and there's 
talk of a production of latter’s new 
opera, “The Consul,” there in Jan- 
uary. “The Medium” attracted a 
chichi audience mainly in Paris. 
Jean Cocteau has since written to 





Washington builder, might team | the biggies behind the Civic Light | co-producer Chandler Cowles, ask- 


up to erect a legit house. Kass Opera Co. for the last three years 
has built several theatres which and was originally responsible for | 


‘ ’ 
Lahr’s Burlesque Tour » have been rented to Warner Bros. | 


Delay: Ss Him for F cllies Kass owns a property about) 
Bert Lahr’s touring with “Bur- four or-five miles from the mid-- 
lesque,” under Jules J. Leventhal’s city where the proposed theatre’ 
aegis, will take him past Xmas and would be erected. It would seat | 
‘eliminates the proposed “Ziegfeld 1,200 to 1,500 and would also in- | 
Follies” for the Shuberts. Revue clude a radio-video studio. Granik ; 
has been set back until midwinter, owns an FM license here. House 
anyway, for reasons of casting and could be ready by the middle of 
material, although, in Lahr’s case, 1949, if work got started early. 
radio scripters Mort Lewis and Whole question revolves about 
Tom McKnight had been fashion- whether a steady run of plays | 
ing some special scenes for him could be obtained. Dickering on_ 
under a direct commission from the this, it was explained, has been 
Shuberts. with Marcus sega wa eal ee 
%-of-the-gross deal Heiman 1s e operato of tl 
Peace By EF tna tea which National _theatre, whose “white 
may be further hypoed when 20th- only” policy he refused to —- 
Fox’s remake (George Jessel pro- The proposed new theatre woul 
duction) is released this fall. _operate on a no-segregation basis. 





bringing outdoor 
here in the first place. 


ing for the services next month of 
Leo Coleman, who played the mute 


: ‘in “The Medium,” both on Broad- 
a fn | way and in Paris. Coleman re- 


gan talking it up a decade ago and | turned to N. Y. with the company 


kept at # until they listened to) 
him. 

Although nothing’s definite yet, | 
it looks very much like plan will go | 
through since major parties who'll | 
have to respond to the touch are | 
said to be agreeable to going along. 





Olney’s ‘Stratagem’ Finale 
Olney, Md., Aug. 31. 

Olney theatre will close its 
season this Sunday (5) with the 
current attraction, “The Beaux 
Stratagem,” starring Brian Aherne. 
Originally, management planned 
to run another week, but claims 
it couldn't get a satisfactory book- 

ing for so late in the season, 


twe weeks ago, and Cocteau now 
wants him for a new play of his. 





Korjus, Bonanova 


In Coast ‘Danube’ 

Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
Ralph Paonessa signed Miliza 
Korjus and Fortunio Bonanova 
to co-star in “The Blue Danube,” 
which he will produce next month 
at the Philharmonic auditorium. 


Currently Bonanova is in Mexi- 
co, playing a film role in “The 
Hawk and the Dove” for Cuaute- 
moc Productions. * 
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Plays Out of Town 


Small Wonder 
New Haven, Aug. 26. 


George Nichols 3d production of revue 


in two acts, 23 scenes. Directed by Burt 
Shevelove: dances, Gower Champion; 
music, Baldwin Bergersen, Albert Selden; 
lyrics, Phyllis McGinley, Billings Brown: 


sketches, Cherles Spalding, Louis Laun, | 


additional 


lrod; 
Goorse , Axe Millard 


Max Wilk. 
lyrics and. music, Irma Jurist, 
Lampell; scenery designed by Ralp 
wang; costumes, John Derro; 
tions, Ted Royal; conductor, William Par- 
sons; vocal arrangements, Herbert Greene; 
musical dance development, Richard Pri- 
borsky. Opened at Shubert theatre, Aug. 
26, °48; $4.80 top. 

Cast: Tom Ewell, Alic§ Pearce, Mary 
McCarty, Hayes Gordon, Jonathan Lucas, 
Chandler Cowles, Bill Ferguson; Mort 
Marshall, Betty Abbotc, Tommy Rall, Alan 
Ross, Jean Diener, Jack Cassidy, Marilyn 
Day. 3. C. McCord, Joan Mann, Virginia 
Oswald. Kate Friedlich, Evelyn Taylor. 





“Small Wonder” opened the °48- | 
*49 Shubert legit season with bet- 
ter than a 50-50 chance of surviv- | 
ing Broadway's critical gauntlet) 
when the production hits town next | 
month. Sponsored, directed and 


partially created by a group of 


former collegiate associates, this 
new revue can be shaped into lively 
entertainment after they wean the 
rah-rah dramatic society influence 
from the setup and point up the 
down-to-earth commercial. theatre 
material which is available in 
promising quantities. 

It’s strictly a directorial problem 
from here on. Burt Shevelové, 
facing his first such Broadway as- 
signment, has plenty of work ahead 
of him. 


Premiere has unfolded a musical 
roller-coaster ride, with certain 
features hitting the heights and 
others which might better be left 
in the dips from which they never 
ascend. There’s a fairly good 
balance of song, dance and comedy, 
coupled with a youthful troupe, 
several of whom should sell them- 
selves well individually. 


Tom Ewell, handling a roving as- 
signment as a combo commentator 
and sketch principal, does a crack- 
erjack job, in some instances top- 
ping the material that is handed 
him. Pegged to do a sort of droll 
stroll throughout the production, 
he garners a good share of laughs. 
Mary McCarty gets a big chance to 
do things here, and she whams out 
hits in both the vocal and comedy 
divisions. Her “Flaming Youth” 


h Als- | 
orchestra- | 


Camille 
* (REVIVAL) 


Pasadena, Cal., Aug. 25. 
Pasadena Playhouse production of new 
adaptation by DeWitt Bodeen of Alex- 


|}andre Dumas drama and novel as trans- 


| , , . nes and . , 
lated by George Leigh, in five sce 7, ana | Say 2s Garsick, Leaden, Aus: & 


a prelog. Directed by Barbara 

| settings, Scott McLean. Opened at Pasa- 
dena Playhouse, Aug. 24, ’48. $2.40 top. | 
CNOORUO iv cs cesccesseasees Helen Doolittle | 
AMOR. . -osacxaawe 436084 Ann Melvin 
Auctioneer .. ...-Paul Giardina 








ditty is an early show sock. 
adds looks and laughs in a cowgir! 
takeoff, does an okay torch num- | 


She | day's 


Albert Gemsa 
fohn Hunsicker 
Morgan Farley 


Auctioneer'’s 
Page Boy 
Gaston . 
Armand Duval 
Baron de Varville.. 


Richard Forrest 
Lela Stuart 


Croupier’s Asst..... Christopher Hamilton 
Footman Wallace Zerck | 





Tving in with the California 
centennial celebration, the Pasa- 
dena Plavhouse’s Midsummer 
Drama Festival this year has 
featured “Favorite Plays of the} 
Gold Coast Days.” Final offering of 
the series is this new DeWitt 
Bodeen adaptation of “Camille.” 
Revival of the Dumas classic cre- 
ated a considerable amount of in- 
terest both here and on Broadway, 
with some New York producers 
mulling the possibility of staging 
the revival in Gotham during the 
coming season. Film interest was 
heightened by the fact that 12 
years have passed since Greta 
Garbo made the last screen ver- 
sion. Results here, however, are 
not too encouraging. 

What was daring, vital theatre a 
century ago is only moderately in- 
teresting today; certainly the idea 
of a heroine who is a courtesan 
shouldn't unduly shock today’s au- 
diences. And the play is no longer 
a great tearjerker, since the more 
modern heroines of radio’s soap 
operas endtfre more sorrow within 
one single week than Marguerite 
Gautier (or Dumas) ever imagined. 

Looking back through musty 
files, “Camille” emerges, in the 





Plays Abroad 








Crime Passionel 
London, Aug. 7. 


| 
| 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Syracuse’s RKO city manager Michael .Edelstein and his assistants, 
'George Maxwell and Frank Lindkamp, have gotten some unusual! pub- 
licity breaks recently in connection with the legit shows they'll stage 
this season at the Empire theatre. Both the Syracuse Post-Standard 


Tennent Productions presentation of anq Herald-Journal have run full editorials welcoming the season’s 


drama by Jean-Paul! Sartre in three acts | 


|G@our seenes). Directed by Peter Glen- 


Hoederer...ccscccccccsecsts Basil Sydney 
BEE. is ks che 40> 660080004 Michael Gough 
SORTOR . ver cdesesscdtedéicns Joyce Redman 
GOGRMOR . cance cetenae ses o* Brian Carey 
Cr ere eee Max Brimmell 





Jean-Paul Sartre’s story of politi- 


The story, set in a mythical cen- 


'tral European country, depicts the 


mental agony. of a young com- 
munist, Hugo, who is sent on a mis- 
sion to assassinate the party leader. 
Hoederer, the leader, has departed 
from the line and must be re- 
moved. 

Jailed for the crime, Hugo re- 
turns to find that the party line has 
changed, that on instructions from 
the Soviet the policy proposed by 
Hoederer was now being carried 
out, and his political assassination 
was conveniently being referred to 
as a “crime passionel.” Refusing 
to accept the party suggestion that 


lhe is fit for salvage, Hugo allows 


himself to be killed by the party 


|for whom he had once killed. 


Sartre’s mastery of words and 
dramatic situations are admirably 
exploited, and he is well served by 
a cast of proven ability. Flawless 
portrayals in the stellar roles are 
matched by perfect cameos in the 
lesser parts. Basil Sydney, Michael 
Gough and Joyce Redman as the 
three central characters are vital 
people, one confident, another over- 
wrought and the woman desirable 
and desiring. Subsidiary players 
perform with obvious sincerity. 

Expert direction by Peter Glen- 
ville, who knows when to turn off 


the heat, is assisted by the excel-| 





mind, as a great play. Viewing it 
on stage again brings the realiza- 
tion that it is not a great play 
merely a great vehicle for an out- | 





standing actress. And under to- 
conditions, even a_ great) 
actress would have difficulty in 


making a revival more than mod- | 


ber, “Saturday’s Child,” and fits| erately successful. 


in nicely in the sketches. 


Alice Pearce is a case of natural) from Barbara Vajeda’s stilted di- | 
of | rection, which employs many dis-! Dorothy Sparkes...... 


comedienne being the victim 


Pasadena production suffers 


| edy 
Thomas. 


lence of Rolf Gerard's settings. 
Myro. 


Sit Down a Minute, 


Adrian 
" London, Aug. 6. 


James P. Sherwood production of com- 
in three acts by Jevan Brandon- 
At Com- 





Directed by author. 
edy, London. Aug. 5, °48. 

Adrian Sparkes .. Evelyn Roberts 
Phyllis Dare 


second-rate material. This chuckle-| carded cliches, apparently in an ly ye Artest hanectni 7 
rouser, with a physiognomy along '| effort to capture the period mood. | Betty Sparkes............... Jane Hilary 


a sketch that has an idea that gets 
trampled to death by dull dialog. 
and again in a song called 


“Things,” which is just one of, 


those. 


Show has a strong male vocal- 
izer in Hayes Gordon but has 
squandered his solo, “Some Sweet 
Day,” via uninteresting staging. 
Marilyn Day has two of the better 
femme ditties in “‘The Commuters’ 
Song” and “Wften I Fall in Iove,” 
latter probably headed for top pop 
spot of score. Joan Diener is 





decorative heading a bride song 


opener of act two, a number that, 
doesn’t return the effort expended! 


on it. Betty 


click with “Man Around 


“the lines of Bugs Bunny, is handed | Cast, for the most part, struggles 
a blank in a sketch on democracy, | valiantly but to no avail. 
Coleman is good as Marguerite, but | old-fashioned 
the role demands more than a|Wwhelmed by his 


Nancy 


“good” portrayal. To bring the 
melancholy heroine to vivid life 
requires sensitivity and experience 
which Miss Coleman has not yet 
attained. In strong support are 
such players as Douglas Wood, 
Morgan Farley and Ann Melvin, 
whose efforts bear the stamp of 
authority. 

As usual, Scott McLean’s sets 
are excellent. + Kap. 


Meet the Cousin 
Hollywood, Aug. 28. 


Ben Bard production of a farce comedy 


Abbott’s failure to | hg (four scenes) by Lynn Star- 
the | Bara. 


\ Jqe Rosex. Directed by Ben 
Setting by Kenneth MacClelland. 


House” is more a matter of style! Opened at Ben Bard Playhouse, Aug. 26. 


than talent. Song requires a more 
subdued type of voice, 


in show’s finale. Also in the vocal 


the “Things” duet. 


Terp tasks are handled by Jona-. 


than Lucas, Kate Friedlich, Tommy 


and Joan Mann. 
of good hoofers who do justice to 
some lively choreography. Mort 
Marshall, 


department are Jack Cassidy and | Sten 


Bill Ferguson, latter hogtied with. 


| John Williams ..... 


| Mrs. Bender ..........05. 7 
Rall, Evelyn Taylor, J. C. McCord) Harry Bender.......,... Jim MeLaughiin | 


They're a bunch Te¢ vane 


| "48: $2 top. 
| Peggy Robertson. .... 
bdu such as Dorothy, Ann Harvey 
chirping done by Virginia Oswald | “Bill” Coyle 


. Imogene Burkhart 
Renee Durand 
Dill” ‘Coyle ....5 66... eee. Muriel Wallach 
py ee PR 4 Pe Bob Campbell 
C1 ont t ene ew eaetes sone EE ears 

.. Ray de Pemberton 
Don Stevens 
ae Dick Gillette 
Hatcher Wetmore ........ Charles Peters 
Katherine Wetmore.......... Kathy King 
Roger Hewitt Irv Quinn 
Hazel Noe 


Wace wee 





The less-traveled road, 


Alan Ross wend their way compe- the route this one should take. It’s 
tently through various sketches and ot Broadway fare, but it might at- 


musical numbers. 


Rating favorable comment 
sketches are u 
Book,” “This Is An Adv.,” “The 
Happy Ending,’ a musical skit 
tagged “Balad for Billionaires” 
and a couple of monologs on 
“Diverce” and “The Human Body.’ 


as 


| tract coin around the country. It’s 
in the “Mary Had a Little” vein, 
but the risque stuff is more subtly 


“I Could Write a handled. 


| Plot covers the 12-hour activities 
of a southern belle who arrives in 


|New 


; determined to attract a_ proposi- 
‘tion. To her dismay, she gets pro- , making his first Broadway appear- , book version. 


Miller | 


S rather | 
Chandler Cowles and than the highway to New York, is | 


York on New Year’s Eve, 


| A domestic comedy in which an 
father is over- 





ing daughters is the theme of this 
rather inept piece. The author, son 
of the writer of “Charley’s Aunt,” 
directed himself, and it’s to his 
credit that the ar sts are able to 
raise a gentle chuckie from feeble 
situations. 

Comedy doesn’t heve a strong 
theme, but it turns out to be a good 
vehicle for Evelyn Roberts’ par- 
ticular brand of comedy, and .he 
romps through the part with ease 
and confidence. An experienced 
trouper like Phyllis Dare is worthy 
of a better role, and it’s no wonder 
she makes light work of the 
mother while her three daughters 
are effectively played by Betty 
| Blackler, Ena King and Jane 
Hilary. 
| Production is slow and gentle, 
| yet gets dangerously near farce in 
| the last act. Setting by Geoffrey 
| Chin is firstrate. 





' 
i 


Myro. 








Legit Followups 





Harvey 
(48th Street, N. Y). 

With Joe E. Brown stepping into 
the Elwood P. Dowd role, and 
| Marion Lorne taking over the Veta 
| Simmons part, “Harvey” continues 
' to be a very funny show on Broad- 
|, way. The accent now is more on 


, laugh effect is the same. 


roles Monday (30). 


Sets, generally good, range from posals, four of ‘em, while upset- ance since “Twinkle Twinkle” in 


simple lighting effects to show’s | tin 


act one finale. An iris portal in 
brown and white motif is used ef- 
fectively throughout. Attractive 
costuming adds to the overall vis- 
ual sector. Bone. 





Paul Meltsner, whilom portrait 


business that spell laughs. 

Cast of students from Ben Bard 
school does an okay job under 
Bard’s_ direction. he’ sho’tnin’ 
bread visitor is defty handled by 
Renee Durand who romps through 
the role. Imogene Burkhart is fine 


Painter, has dramatized his autd- _as the NY cousin and Dick Gillette, 


biography, “Canvas Mirror,” with 


this season. He's also writing the jit Kenneth MacClelland’s 
, of a trilogy called wich Villace apartment set 
i : 






in Clover.” 


Muriel Wallach, Charles Peters and 


~ a view to a Broadway production | Kathy King impress in the meatier 


roles with Hazel Noe wey! in a 
reen- 

is fine. 

Kap. 





| 


Namine.......0-:esaccreeeres A 
Nichette ......-.-+0:. ...-Helene Koon | *™ : : 
Marguerite Gautier....... Nancy Coleman | ations with perfectly timed touches | 

| > agganpnas laa eae ++» Watson Down Of lightheartedness, superb acting | 

d ele . ere earecesseeers S | » 4+ Mi 
Count de Giray..........+ “James Koukos |and an excellent production com- | of 
MONE c.conntsebanegenn George _ Nader | bine to make “Crime gpg | 

| Gustave. ...+.-++++- George KR. Sanders | recently transferred from a neigh- 

] ....e-.- Christopher Hamilton | ° ae ‘ i : 

came Obese Duval PDouglas Wood | borhood theatre, an outstanding 
Croupier .......++«-- Patrick Orr Shere | success. 


prospects, and calling attention to the importance of the stage shows 
being booked. “It’s frequently taken for granted that films have dis- 
placed the legitimate in American cities the size of Syracuse,” said the 
Herald-Journal. “Yet every year thousands of Svracusans take a few 
days off to go to New York and see some shows. They can stay in 
town this season and see some good ones.” : 
Season opens with the Frank Fay “Harvey” company Sept. 6-7-8, 


Robert Rockweil |cal intrigue in a Central European | which was 50% sold out 10 days before play date, and includes “Man 
|country during the war is a power-| and Superman,” with Maurice Evans, Oct. 8-9; “Command Decision,” 
ful and moving drama. Tense situ-/ with Paul Kelly, Nov. 1-2, and “Carousel,” Feb. 7-8-9. 





Mervyn Nelson, nightclub comic who is supervising the production 
“Hilarities of '49,” variety show due at the Adelphi, N. Y., Sept. 9, 
has written a play, “Bonnie Boz.”’ about Charles Dickens, and is work- 

ing on a second, titled “Echo.” He’s also written an original scenario, 

“The Dead Can’t Work,” a documentary on conditions in Puerto Rico, 

which Metro is interested in. 

Ken Robey, who’s presenting “Hilarities’” with Stanford Zucker, is a 
Czecho impresario, who ran music halls~in London and Paris before 
the war and was a big importer to Europe of N. Y. talent. He did four 
vaudeville midnight shows at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., last year. “Hilari- 
ties” is his first Broadway show. The “Hilarities” score was written 
by Buddy Kaye, Stan Arnold and Carl Lampl. 





’ 


New Stages, producer of “The Respectful Prostitute,” will know with- 
in two weeks whether the Jean-Paul Sartre drama will stay on Broad- 
way this fall or tour. Play must vacate the Cort, N. Y., Oct. 2. Ex- 
pectation then is that the Shuberts will give it another house or ar- 
range a road date via the United Booking Office, with show’s grosses 
to be the determining factor. 

As yet no road dates have been set. Management, however, has been 
sending scripts of the play to house managers in various cities, as a 
possible safeguard against future censor trouble, and indication of what 
the play is really like despite the provocative title. 





William R. Katzell will control 50° of “Lend An Ear,” the intimate 
musical which he and William Eythe will present on Broadway this 
fall, in association with Franklin Gilbert. Gilbert and Eythe retain the 
other 50%. Revue is stili playing at Las Palmas, Los Angeles, and 
Eythe, who staged it and plays in it, is anxious to come to New York 
for the Broadway version. Most of the original company probably will 
come to N. Y., with replacements trained in L.A. to continue the run 
at Las Palmas. Revue is now in its 12th week there. 








three overpower- | 





| Johnson. Frances Helm, only wom- 
/an in the cast, is good. 


| ‘Roberts’ Flurry in Chi 
| Over Police Scissoring 1929. Abner 


| 














Stan. 








{ . e 
aks yo ly And he does Elwood | Blitzstein Score Ready 
Miss Lorne, debuting.on Broad- | This Wk. for ‘Foxes’ 
Mi tigre weg beh py Bey Score for the musical version of 
comes pretty close to.taking the Lillian Hellman’s “The Little 
_ yd ear ae oe his = | Foxes,” which Mare Blitzstein is 
It. er -playing style Involves | pomposing, is expected to be fin- 
ge ggg no nga Ronn of | ished this week. Blitzstein, who 
Josephine Hull. but it’s quite as | has been working on the score for 
effective, while her quick double- @ Year, and a half, doing both 
takes are a delight. | words and music, came to N. Y. 
In supporting replacements are | last week from Brigantine, N. J., 
Mitchell Harris, Bradford Hatton,| Where he’s been summering, to 
Mary Dallas and Sydney Grant. play some of the music for Cheryl 
Sum total of everyone’s efforts is |Crawford, who will produce the 
still a very fresh, bright show,| show. Miss Crawford, and Lina 
wearing very well despite its 200 Abarbanel of the ‘Dwight Deere 
weeks of performances. Bron. Wiman office, are already seeing 
enelearenennentitents talent for the show. The Wiman 
Mister Roberts connection is only incidental, Miss 
(CASS, DETROIT) Abarbanel being  Blitzstein’s 
Detroit, Aug. 31. mother-in- law, and volunteering 
National company of “Mister | her services. 
Roberts,” with its two-acts and “Foxes” will be Blitzstein’s first 
multi-scenes, is as lusty a hit as new Broadway work since “No for 
New Yorkers found it to be with an Answer” in 1941 (his “Cradle 
the original Henry Fonda company. | Will Rock” was revived last sea- 
Richard Carlson gives sympathy son), and his first major composi- 
to the strong, admirable figure as tion since the “Airborne” Sym- 
Roberts; Murray Hamilton, as Pul-| phony, composed in London in 
ver, makes the junior officer one }1945 for the Army Air Force. 
to linger long in memory; another | Blitzstein refers to “Foxes” as an 
notable characterization is Doc, | opera rather than a musical. The 
Roberts’ ‘ather-confessor, played | Koussevitzky Foundation gave him 
by Robert Burton. a grant to enable him to work on 
Others turning in sturdy per- | “Foxes.” 
formances include Frank Campa- ‘ 
nella as Dowdy, Sid Paul as the ° ° 
tough ensign, Robert Carson as Legit Bits 
the phlegmatic Lindstrom, Dan 
Barton as caustic Stefanowski, 
Robert Keith as bulky Mannion,| so} Jacobson left with family by 
Arthur P. Keegan as Yeoman Do-| ayto Monday (30) for Detroit, to 
lan and Harry Kadison as Chief combine pleasure trip to Niagara 
Falls and Buffalo with advance 
work on “Summer and Smoke” try- 
outs. Equity considering reprint- 
ing Alfred Harding’s “The Revoit 
of the Actors,” first published in 
Klipstein left the 
Chi Michel Mok office last week to join 
: Chicago, Aug. 31. | Wolfe Kaufman. Peggy Phillips is 
Police Commissioner Tom Pren-!| working on “Show Boat” in the 


_dergrast started a mild flurry over | Mok office, and rejoining the The- 
|"*Mister Roberts,” 


which is due atre Guild after Labor Day. ..Mary 


|here next Tuesday (7) after two!Lou Barte into the Mike Todd 


| weeks in Detroit. 
farce and less on whimsy, but the ,aSked for some revisions 


Duo took over their New York | Fulmer, head of the crime pre- | Strangers”. 
Brown was vention bureau, who had read the 


n S g her cousin and the latter’s 1926. But both he and Miss Lorne langer theatre manager: H 
top flash, “Badaroma,” a colorful | friends. Characters are effectively are familiar to “Harvey,” having Bernstein, company aaneiies a 
drawn and there are several bits of played their respective parts on | John Montague, pressagent "com- 


Prendergast show, “As the Girls Go”... .Muriel 
after Campbell to help Marc Connelly in 
|hearing a report from Capt. Harry | director chores on “A Story for 
Joe Yule to Coast 
for film retakes, P. J. Kelly filling 
in in “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

Tony Buttita, in from the Coast 
to handle p.a. chores on “Magda- 
lena,” will work in N. Y. till next 
spring, then return to San Fran- 


Huddling with Fred Crowe, Er- 


| ® 

BoE need gitar gas + on Brock | missioner was assured that the 
_Brown’s wide, disarming grin on |e version already had most of 
boyish manner win an audience at. the revisions, and that the Detroit 
once. He has a style of his own— | York sane. had same text as the New 
a little blander, less soft and much | were version, in which one or two 
‘broader than Frank Fay’s, for in- | Wor S were deleted recently on 
stance—but it’s just as amusing | Teaest. 

Brown breaks into th t cavernous Report was that Joshua Logan, 
laugh of his every once in a while, | C0-author and director, when con- 
almost enough for the moment to tacted in Detroit, had threatened 
-seare both rabbitt and whimsy to call off the Chi engagement if 
away, but he respects the play suf- fullscale cuts were made. This was 


ficiently to submerge himself for denied by Bernstein. 


jcisco for the 10th anniversary sea- 


son of the Civic Light Opera Co... 
| John Golden sailed for London on 
the Queen Mary yesterday (Tues) 
..«Richard Korn sailing for Europe 
Sept. 15 and will conduct a concert 
in Stockholm Sept. 24 with Yehudi 
Menuhin as soloist .. David Cantor, 
| when went abroad as stage mana- 
‘ger for “The Medium,” will be 
|Stage manager for “Hilarities of 
|'49”"...“Edward, My Son” opening 
was, moved up a night, to Sept. 29, 
lat N. Y.’s Martin Beck. 
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Heat No Bar to Chi B.O.: ‘Annie’ 286, 





‘Shoes’ 37, ‘John’ $11,500, ‘Okla.!’ 296 


‘SMALL WONDER’ FAIR B'way Wilts at Heat, and So Does Biz; 


New Haven, Aug. 3). | ).f 1) ’ F | Di P ; ul | 
vatumercagesgsuon eotamder Z-FOY-Unes Feel Dip Farticularty; 





Chicago, Aug. 31. ¢ 


Heat wave failed to wilt grosses 
much, being counter-balanced by 
visitars to the railroad and Cook 
county fairs. August has been one 
of the best summer months in the 
past decade for b.o., beside being 
one of the best during the last 
“High Button Shoes” con- 





“MUSIC IN AIR’ $24,500, 
| ‘CAROUSEL’ I7GIN L. A. 


; Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
The air stayed chilly up in Grif- 


‘ 


paniment of city’s all-time heat 
record-breaker. Torrid spell cost 
preem of “Small Wonder” in the 
neighborhood of $3,000, as favor- 
able reception of revue would nor- 
mally have resulted in-a_ sellout 
weekend. 

This week has breakin of ‘““Grand- 
ma’s Diary” for a last half (2-4). 


3 Openings Next Wk.; ‘Angel’ Folding 


| 





HEAVEN’ NEAT $20,000 


¢ Terrific 


heatwave knocked 
Broadway for a loop in most cases 
last week, halting the general im- 
provement that set in a couple of 


year. 
tinues to lead in the till parade. fith Park last week, so “Music in Next week gets another preem | weeks be Sever; 

“Oklahoma!”, with one more week the Air” took it on the chin again. When “Love Life” unfolds for three | AS BOSTON OPENER ahead of the” I ing BE sg = 
to run of its third appearance, is Second week’s take inched slightly 44S (9-11). | — A 3 Wednesday (25), skidded badly 
nearing the empty-rack status. higher but two-week total was a _On the future list are the new | “Heav se: ue. 1. thereafter. A couple of attrac- 
“Annie Get Your Gun” was off 'ed-ink $48,500—less than half the Kaufman-Ferber play and the Cole penser < ee C. Ryan 9 ene. tions claimed sellouts Thursday 


slightly; “John Loves Mary” in 
final two weeks is doing okay. 
“Mister Roberis,” despite minor 
censor trouble, is set to tee off fall 
season Sept. 7. Mail orders are 
exceptionally strong and house is 
sold out for first three weeks. On 
the other end of the Loop, at the 
Blackstone, “Angel in the Wings” 


will also debut Sept. 7. Advance . 
orders for Ruth Gordon’s new play, | 


“Leading Lady,” are heavy with 
promises of full house for Sept. 13 
curtain. “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
which lights Sept. 21, has heavy 


advance. “Brigadoon”’ is set for the | 


Shubert Oct. 4 and the “Winslow 
Bey” comes in also, but with no 
theatre available as yet. 

Theatre Guild subscription offer 
has reached the 14,000 mark, which 
is about a month ahead of where 
this mark was reached last year. 


At this pace Guild might break | 


previous quotas. 
Estimates for Last Week 


record two-week take recorded by 
the preceding attraction. “Any- 
thing Goes.” 

Another finalist Saturday (28) 
was “The Glass Pool” which shut- 
tered at the Coronet after a fair 10 
days of $5,000. “Carousel,” which 
left the Biltmore Wednesday (25), 
grabbed a hot $147,500 for four 
weeks and four days. 

E Sole new entry this week is 
April Fool,” which rekindled the 
Biltmore last night for three weeks 
prior to Broadway. 
Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1948,” EI Capitan 
(323d wk) (1,142; $2.40), $17,000 
again. 


“Carousel,” Biltmore (5th wk) (4 | 


days) (1,636; $4.20). Final four days 


Porter musical, both 
tober. 
Estimate for Last Week 

“Small Wonder,” Shubert (1,600; 
$4.80). Blast-furnace temperatures 
were a trial to cast and audience 
alike, but show came througa with 
a fair enough $10,500 for four per- 
formances. 


Roberts Smash 
$27,000, Detroit 


Detroit, Aug. 31. 
Despite a heat wave that hovered 


due in Oc- 





hit a swell $17,000 for a $147,500| in the high 90's all week, “Mr. 


total. 
“Lend An _ Ear,” 


jteed off Hub legit season at the 
11,700-seat Shubert on Monday (23) 
at $4.26 top, and caught three click 
notices out of five: House is semi- 
{air conditioned, and first four per- 
formances were big, but heat wave 
knocked biz for a loop in town last 
|days of the week, with result last 
four performances brought take 
|down. Estimate, nonetheless, is a 
| neat $20,000, and will build quickly 
|if heat wave breaks. 

| Second entry of the season 
‘opened last night, musical “Small 
Wonder” debuting at the Majestic. 
“Town House” follows on Thurs- 
'day (2) at the Colonial for two and 
‘a half weeks. Ahead are “Grand- 
jma’s Diary,” at the Wilbur, Sept. 
16; “Love Life.” Shubert, Sept. 13; 
\|““Command Decision,” Wilbur, Sept. 
'20; “Set My People Free,” Plym- 


Went out Wednesday (25). | Roberts,” presented by the national | outh, Oct. 4; and “Romance,” Shu- 
Las Palmas | COMpany at the Cass, hit an un- bert, Oct. 4. 
| (11th wk) (388; $3) News of deal for expected high of $27,000. The show | 


Local strawhats, meantime, are 


| Broadway production spurted in- 8°t rave reviews from local critics.| dwindling fast, with only Den- 


(26) night, despite the record 100.8 
heat. But for most part, biz 
started slipping Wednesday and 
continued so. The “two-for-ones” 
felt it especially, and only the fact 
that there are still a lot of visitors 
in town prevented worse slides. 
Conditions aren’t thought likely to 
knock any shows out, however, be- 
cause of the way they’re rigged up. 
“Angel in the Wings” is bowing 
cut Saturday (4), but this move was 
planned earlier. There are no 
openings this week, but the fall 
season wili get away properly next 
week with two openings Tuesday 
'(7), “Sundown Beach” at the 
Belasco, and “Show Boat” at City 
Center, and “Hilarities of °49” 
Thursday (9) at the Adelphi. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
““Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(38th wk) (R-998; $4.80). One of 
| the successful musicals, this one 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert terest. Still SRO $7,100 but ad- It continues in its second. week|nis, Marblehead and Cambridge | ; 
(8th week) (2,100; $4.94). Matinee | Vance sellout list lengthening. | here before taking off for an ex-/| lighted this week. Boston Summer | a on tour — Saturday's (4) 
off slightly but still neat $28,000, | “Music in the Air,” Greek thea- | tended Chicago run, It’s sealed) Theatre wound up. with Edward estimated 914 wre 
“nT: ” a ( . ) 7 ‘ Oo eV, ‘E 4 ~f i i “ " 
High Button Shoes,” Great| tre (2d wk) (4,419; $3.60). In oe dae hae es a a Horton’s “Springtime for Annie Get Your Gun,” Im- 


Northern (15th week) (1,500; $6.18). 
It’s still up there. Boff $37,000. 
“John Loves Mary,” Harris (28th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Doing bette: 
in final stanzas. Trim $11,500. 
“Oklahoma!” Erlanger (4th week) 
(1,334; $4.33). Musical is doing 
sock business with hefty $29,000. 


‘OKLA.’ GIVES LIFT TO 





' finitesmal gain to $24,500 but two- | 
| week total of $48,500 made it a| 


| losing proposition. 

| “Separate Rooms,’ New Beaux 
| Arts (15th wk) (560; $3). 
| down to regular $4,000. 


wk) (255; $3). 


Cass starting Sept. 13 will 
Tennessee Williams’ “Summer and 
| Smoke,” prior to its Broadway 


Settling | showing. The Shubert - Lafayette 


has inked in Blackstone, the magi- 


“The Glass Pool,” Coronet (2d cian, for two weeks starting Sept. 
Closed Saturday | 12. the theatre’s opener of the sea- 


| (28), about two weeks sooner than | 5°. 


| scheduled after first full frame 
| failed to get more than $2,750— 


| Other bookings inked for the 
Cass are: “John Lové$ Mary,” Sept. 


‘about half full. Ten-day total mild | 27, two weeks; “The Heiress,” with 





|'Henry” last week to take a wow 


be estimated $12,000, which would 


have been bigger but for the heat 
wave. Strong possibility is that 
Sara Allgood will move her pack- 
age show, “Juno and the Paycock,” 
into the Colonial for one week in 
mid-September. Show clicked big 
at Cambridge strawhat. 











Upped Costs 











| perial (120th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). 
| Ethel Merman’s return is offsetting 

heatwave. Run-setter, which hits 
| 960th performance Friday (3), went 


| “Born Yesterday,” Lyceum 
| (134th wk) (C-993; $4.80). One of 
| the “two-fers” doing fine that was 

nicked last week, falling off from 
| Thursday on. Estimated $11,500. 
| “Command Decision,” Fulton 
| (37th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Vet war 


; en! 
$5,000. | Basil Rathbone and Patricia Col- 
| WINNIPEG AT 656 baer | Dl, tame as ell aga’ of previous 
Winnt ‘ & ' | Evans in “Man and Superman,” Continued from page 6? Gams] idded winding Up bt a | 
innipeg, Aug. 31. | Magdalena Red-Hot | Nov. 29. That leaves a four-week | +2. policy, and at Lewis Harmon's | $13,000. 





“Oklahoma!” in a week’s run in 
the City auditorium here is being 
credited as the reviver of:legit in 
this southern Manitoba capital. 
Show is first road attraction in sev- | 
eral months, and the only one of | 
focomt years to play a full week. | 

he musical did sock business from | 
the opening gun for a figure of. 


Frank Morris, crick of the Win- 
nipeg Free Press, went all out in 
his review, and town took to the 
how 100%. Road companies have 
ad a tough go in Winnipeg last 
few seasons, but satisfaction with 
the musical may open the way for 
better biz on subsequent shows, 
according to Morris. Musical was 
brought in by A. B. Gee, operator 
f Celebrity Concerts. After clos- 
ng here, company is due in Min- 
neapolis. 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Oklahoma!”, City Auditorium 
(4,200; $4.40). First road company 
of either legit or musical in here 
in moons, and packed them in. Six 
nights and two matinees (week 
ending Saturday) figured about 

000 average performance for 
i ag of $65,000 for the week, sock 


LA. Civic Guarantors 
Won’t Be Tapped 


Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
- grossed 500, setting a 
new record and topping last year’s 
mark by $45,000. Leading money 
winner was “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
with a $222,000 take for four weeks 
and $58,500 for the final week. 
Civic board of directors an- 
nounced that the guarantors will 
not be asked to dig up any more 
coin this year. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Shakespeare Repertory (road)— 
Margaret Webster. 

“Burlesque” (road) — Jean Dal- 
rymple-Jules Leventhal. 

“Sundown Beach” — Louis J. 








| 
San Francisco, Aug. 31. 
“Magdalena” the Homer Curran 
musical starring Irra_ Petina, 
Dorothy Sarnoff and Hugo Haas at 
the Curran, is still red-hot box- 
office. “April Fool,” the Russell 
Lewis and Howard Young produc- 
tion of the Norman Krasna- 
Groucho Marx comedy, closed at 
the Geary, Saturday (28) a far 
different play from the one that 
opened here only three weeks ago. 


: . } 
| interval in October and November | Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., 


The Shubert-Lafayette opens its 
| season Sept. 12 with two weeks of 


——-A0G, ‘April’ 136, SF. “he si 


Blackstone. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 30-Sept. 11). 





where the name star policy has 
established itself. 

Several managers took swipes 
at package shows, Aldrich saying 


he agreed with other managers | 


that package shows in general are 
detrimental to strawhats and 
should be done away with. With 


“Streetcar Named Desire” — two or three exceptions, he said, 


Nixon, Pitt. (6-11). 

“Angel In the Wings” —Black- 
stone, Chi. (7-11). 

“Annie Get Your Gun” —Shu- 
bert, Chi. (30-11). 

“April Fool” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(30-11). 

Blackouts of 1948” — E] Cap- 





inger. 


“ j — . 
That’s the Ticket” (musical) Jones’ first Broadway production 


Joseph Kipness. 

a Lady”—Kanin-Gordon- 
Samrock-Fields, 

“Love Life” (musical) — Cheryl 
Crawford. : 

“Story for Strangers” — Dwight 

re Wiman. 

“Summer and Smoke” — Margo 

Jones. 


“Where’s Charley?” (musical)— | Me,” at Cleveland and Pasadena. both artistically and financially.’ 


Feuer, Martin &, Rickard. 


/Glass Menagerie,” 
“Joan of Lorraine” (Sam Wana-) 
‘maker later taking over duties on 


‘fourth Tennessee Williams Play 
‘she’s staged, others being Me- 


' nagerie”’; 


“April Fool” has undergone uphol- 


stering and rewriting with new 
scenes and characters. Geary will 
remain dark until Monday (6) 
when Judith Anderson opens there | (6-11). 
in “Medea.” ; “Burlesque”—Parkway, Madison 
“Magdalena” last of the Civic | (6-11). 
Light Opera Assn’s season, 1s also| “Carousel’”—Aud., Fresno (30-1); 
undergoing almost daily changes, | Civic San Jose (2-4); and, Sacra- 
both in prodyction and book. |mento (6-11). 
Estimates for Last Week | “For Love or Money”—Locust, 


“Magdalena,” Curran (2d wk) P hilly (6-11). 


“Grandma’s Diary” — Shubert, 
(1,776; $4.80). Smash $40,000. = Haven (2-4); Wilbur, Bost. (6-11). 
“April Fooi,” Geary 


(3d wk) “farvey”? — Empire, Syracuse 
(6-8); aud., Roch. (9-11). 

“Heaven On Earth” — Shubert, 
Bost. (30-11). 

“High Button Shoes” — Gt. 
Northern, Chi. (30-11). . 

“John Loves Mary” —Harris, 
Chi. (30-11). 

“Magdalena” — Curran, 
(30-11). 


itan L. A. (30-11). 
“Blackstone”—Royal Alex., Tor- 
onto (30-11). 
“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Phila. 





(1,550; $3.60). Finaled out, pulling 
up a bit to an okay $13,000. 





Parties Bias 


Continued from page 49 


will entrain company from N. Y. e 
day (Wed.). It will set up in Buf- “Medea” — Aud., 
fale Priday (3) with dress rehears- (3-4); Geary, Frisco (6-11). 
als starting Monday (6) and run-| | “Mr. a Det. (30-4); 
ning three days. Show is booked Erlanger, Chi. . 
: ype “Oklahoma”—Erlanger, Chi. (30- 
into Detroit and Cleveland before 4): Henna, Cleve. (6-11). 
its N. Y. bow. Although play, was, “Oklahoma!” — Lyceum, Mpl’s. 
done without scenery when Pro" (394). aud., St. Paul (5-7); KRNT, 
duced by Margo Jones in Dallas Dee Moines (9-11). ’ 
last year, it will now have sets de-| “Small Wonder”—Wilbur, Bost. | 
signed by Jo Mielziner. Four mem- (39.4). Majestic, Bost. (6-11). 
bers of Dallas original have parts «Town House” — Colonial, Bost. 
in the production which Miss Jones (2-11). 
is presenting on Broadway—Tod| “Where's 
Andrews, the lead; Raymond Van Philly (6-11). 
Sickle, Marga Ann Dayton and “Winslow Boy” — Met, Seattle 
Betty Greene Little. (30-4); Lyceum, Mpl’s. (6-11). 


“Summer” will also mark Miss 


Frisco 








Sacramento 


Charley” — Forrest, 





Dallas Loss ‘Negligible’ 

Dallas, Aug. 31, 

With the final performance of | 
“The Vagabond King” Sunday (29), | 
the 1948 Starlight operetta season | 
closed here. 
According to R. L. Thornton, | 
prez of the State Fair and chair-. 
“Purification,” at Pasa- man of the musical show commit-| 
tee, “it was a satisfactory season, | 





on her own. She co-directed “The | 
and directed’ 


the latter). “Summer” marks the 


dena Playhouse, and “You Touched 


the supporting casts of package 
shows are definitely inferior be- 
cause the star takes all, making 
it imperative for the manager to 
pay minimum salaries to everyone 
else. “If a star is sufficiently in- 
terested to work in the summer,” 
he added, “the star should re- 
hearse for every engagement. 
Otherwise a star should work in 
the winter and forget summer 
theatres entirely.” 

Miles’ thought was that “there 
will always be the package show, 
dreamed up by agents, but these 
can be ignored by the manager. 
This will eventually make the stars 
available for an individual choice 
of play and supporting cast by the 
local manager.” 

Managers seem divided on ques- 
tion whether name stars are neces- 
sary for business, with majority 
saying yes. As to the query 
whether Hollywood film names 
are an extra draw, and worth their 
fees, general feeling was _ that 
about 50% of them are. Miles 
answered the query negatively, 
saying “most of them can’t act.” 


Several managers found that. 
where in former seasons a good 


general acting company was suf- 
ficient, the public now wants name 
stars. Skinner found them essen- 
tial for Olney. On the other 
hand, Stiefel feels that audiences 
seem to want to see more resident 
actors. Edward Everett Horton, 
said Mrs. Stamm, would draw in 


|any old play. A poor supporting 


cast was overlooked in his case 
when she booked him, she said. 
As to new trends in strawhats, 
the name star increase impressed 
most. Connecticut strawhats were 


beginning to try out musicals, | 


with two-piano ‘accompaniment. 


Miles, who’s been in strawhats 


since 1925, did two tryouts of new 
plays for the first time in his ex- 
perience, and reports that they did 
capacity biz. Normally, tryouts 
fare badly at the strawhat b.o. 
Which prompted Miles to add: 
“The longer I run a summer thea- 
tre, the more I realize that there 
are no laws or rules.” 


“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(85th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Longrun 
| musical fantasy claimed to hold its 
|own last week, with estimated 
| gross of $25,000. P. J. Kelly re- 
_placed Joe Yule for two weeks, 
while latter went to Coast. 
| “Harvey,” 48th St. (201st wk) 
(C-902; $4.80). Advance sale 
|rather than current biz was re- 
ported hurt by heat, although 
show had first Friday non-sellout 
in months. Biz should jump this 
week with Joe E. Brown’s entry. 
Estimated $11,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(37th wk) (M-1 ; $6). Hit mu- 
sical was ahead by midweek, slip- 
ping back some later, to end up at 
about $35,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (10th) 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Biz held up 
here better than most. Ten per- 
formances last week sent gross 
to $56,000. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (17th 
| wk) (R-1,659; $6). Biz also held up 
here surprisingly well. Wednes- 
day’s (25) matinee was sellou 
with standees, and Thursday (26 
night was comparatively good. 
Estimated $44,000. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (33d wk) (R-1,160; $6). Town’s 
long run revue chalked up its 
275th performance Monday (30). 
Last week’s gross an estimated 
| $23,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (28th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Hit com- 
edy held to its $35,000 pace. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (39th wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Town’s twin draw with “Roberts,” 
‘this one also held to $27,500 pace. 
| “The Heiress,” Biltmore (48th 
| wk) (D-920; $4.80). Slipped about 
/ $2,000, as did many others, with 
estimate over $11,000. : 
| “The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
| (1st wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Return 
from its three-week trek to the 
wilds of Colorado was peppy and 
' profitable, with estimated $11,500. 

“The Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (24th 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Hit like the 
others by the heat, and off by $2,- 
500 to an estimated $12,000. Ann 
Dvorak replaces Meg Mundy today. 














Green Mt. Players Fire Loss 
Burlington, Vt., Aug. 31. 
Green Mountain players lost all 
/seenery, properties and costumes 
.when fire of undetermined origin 
destroyed the stage and damaged 
seats at Grange Hall Saturday (27). 
Cast put on “January Thaw” ben- 
efit Saturday night at Middlebury 
_Inn to help manager and director 
,Raymond Hodges recoup losses. 
‘Play ended regular season Friday. 
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New Moves to Revitalize N. Y. Star 


Leon Shimkin, general manager 
of the N. Y. Star ‘ex-PM), who op- 
erates the new daily with publisher 
Bartley Crum and editor Joseph 
Barnes, has been sounding out 
Gardner (Mike) Cowles and others 
about further revitalizing the daily. 
Shimkin, who is known in the trade 
as the third S of Simon & Schus- 
ter, in effect is on lend-lease from 
one Marshall Field property to an- 
other, since Field bought heavily 
into S&S, and of course is still 
dominant in the Star. This is 
despite some belief that he di- 
vested himself completely of the 
paper when Crum-Barnes stepped 


Shimkin, as Field's business rep- | 


resentative feels that the Star 
needs more virility. Terms like 
“a pale N. Y. Herald Tribune,” 
“too polite,” and the like, have 
been bandied about by the top 
echelon within the Field-Shimkin 
management. ~ Field may step back 
into the operation more vividly. 
Since PM abandoned its no-adver- 
tising policy, and in the Star's past 
few months’ operation, the upbeat 
has not been marked. Crum, mean- 
time, is on a Governmental mission 
to the new State of Israel, deemed 
by some to be the precursor to a 
graceful out. Hence Shimkin’s 
realistic talks anent the newest 
N.Y. afternoon tabloid’s future. 


N.Y. Mirror’s Added Amus. News 

N. Y. Daily Mirror on Sunday 
(29) ‘started a new editorial policy 
in its country editions by using 
Bob Coleman's drama column, pic- 
ture layouts on future openings, 
plus a listing of the current Broad- 
way shows. Lee Mortimer’s nitery 
column is also carried. Previously 
these departments had been used 
only intermittently. Reader re- 
sponse is said to have brought 
about the switch. 

Mirror's pre-dated national edi- 
tion is scheduled to be supplied 
with the new amusement features 
starting Sept. 12. In slotting the 
added columns and layouts into 
its out-of-town editions, the 
sheet claims legit theatres and 
niteries will have an added million 
circulation throughout the coun- 
try. This figure is exclusive to the 
1,200,000 which the tab has in the 
Sunday New York city and subur- 
ban areas. 


New move comes in the wake of | 


protests registered by several legit 
Managements who recently discon- 
tinued use of the N.Y. News and 
Mirror for display ads. Their ac- 
tion was ascribed to the fact that 
the two dailies did not carry local 
ads or any theatrical news copy 
in their “national” editions dis- 
tributed out-of-town, although film 
news was contained in all issues. 
Managements complained to the 

pers’ advertising departments, 
ut the Mirror’s new step is the 


~ 








, Decline in number of hook stores 
i. aanee ermal in the last 
years is als 4 i 
‘the zu © a factor spurring 
| “Ohio Book Project,’ which will 
, continue for a year, will probe pro- 
motion techniques now in use. but 
the publishers said, “no attempt 
will be made to tell booksellers how 
ito run their business.” Advice and 
co-operation is expected from the 
retail trade. 

Ohio experiment is under the 
supervision of Joseph A. Duffy. 
former sales, promotion and adver- 
_ director for Henry Holt and 

0. 





Cartoonists No Bogeymen 

The Cartoonists Society feels it 
a feather in its collective cap that 
it was requested by the Children’s 
Aid Society of New York and the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune Fresh Air 
Fund to put on a show for under- 
privileged youngsters during the 
past week at Town Hall, NY. 

The cartoonists, many of whom 
have been under fire because their 
|comic books have been held too 
‘fanciful for the moppets’ imagina- 
‘tions, gave exhibitions of how they 
create their characters before sev- 


eral hundred kids at two exhibits. | 


Artists who sketched while the kids 
watched were Milton Caniff, John- 
ny Pierotti, Mel Casson, Bob Dunn, 
Alfred Andriola, Gregory D’Ales- 
sio, Eric Ericson, Frank Fogarty. 
| Jay Irving, C. D. Russell and Hilda 
Terry, while actress Hope Miller 
served as the model. 





Top Indiana Dailies Merge 

Indiana’s two largest news- 
papers, the morning and Sunday 
|Indianapolis Star and the after- 
‘noon Indianapolis News, have 
been merged. Eugene C. Pulliam, 
owner and publisher of The Star, 
is president of the new corpora- 
tion, Indianapolis Newspapers, Inc., 
which will operate both sheets. 
Plans call for The News to move 
into the Star plant, which is being 
enlarged for the purpose. -* 

Richard M. Fairbanks will rep- 
resent News interests on the new 
company’s board of directors. N. G. 
| Mason, (Mrs. Pulliam) is secretary- 
treasurer. Joint statement issued 
by Pulliam and Fairbanks said no 
change in personnel of either paper 
is contemplated. Lower operating 
costs under one .management was 
| given as reason for the merger. 





Doubleday’s Answer To FTC 


Doubleday Co., and its subsid- 
iaries, Literary Guild of America, 
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Kremlin Gremlins | 


Continued from page 44 








| to be an emcee and agent simultan- | 
\eously, brought forth aie | 
‘Statement that in this matter, 
| union was guilty of a secondary | 
boycott and open for NLRB action. 
The Entertainment Mana gers, 
Assn.., according to McCann, also. 
laid itself open for NLRB action 
for recognizing the AGVA action. 


_ Matt Shelvey, former AGVA na- 
tional administrator, testified on 
the final day of the session. Much 
of his testimony concerned itself 
with his dismissal from office. He 
admitted having taken steps to rid 
the Philly local of Jones. Shel- 
vey’s counsel, Arthur W.. A. 
Cowan, also on the stand. simi- 
larly took up the cause of his 
client, and explained that the dif- 
ference’ between a local and a 
branch was only one of money. 
Under a local, the funds are kept 
in the same city, while under a 
| branch setup, all monies are re- 
mitted to the parent union, which | 
in turn sends back cperating ex- 
penses. Cowan also testified that 
Jones had delusions of grandeur, 
had mishandled AGVA affairs and 
instituted one - man rule. in 
handling the local. 

Kearns before adjourning the 
hearings, stated that it’s not the 
intention of Congress to run the 
unions of this country, and pleaded 
for tolerance and cooperation be- 
tween officers, members and em- 
| plovers. He said that hearings 
would be continued at a later date 
in Washington and declared that 
all those who want to attend the 
hearings will be able to do so. 

Publicity-wise, the hearings pro- 
duced little. None of the Philly | 
papers had a picture of the pro- 
ceedings and none had page one 
stories, 


| Atlantic City 


|Submarine Grille of the Traymore 
| hotel and the 22 Club of the Am- 
bassador hotel, neither of which 
|charged covers or minimums. Both 
'featured rhumba bands, and didn’t 
suffer during inclement weather as 


did other spots. 


But the favorable comments end 
there. The spots featuring name 
jacts suffered greatly. The Club 
Nomad, which booked Leuis Arm- 
'strong’s combo for four weeks, 
‘tried to buy out the contract be- 











teeeeeeeeeeeeeo+ By Frank Scully ooneenstaeieahel 


‘Inc., and Nelson Doubleday, Inc., fore the engagement opened, and 
‘filed answers with the Federal finally managed to cancel the last 
Trade Commission in Washington four days of the run after heavy 
‘the past week, denying there were losses. 

any false claims in the use of “free” The 500 Cafe was disappointed | 
‘and “bonus book” advertising in in the showing made by Dean Mar- | 
‘connection with book clubs. Answer tin and Jerry Lewis, who got their 
also denied that Home Book Club start in the cafe two summers ago. 
was a trade name of Nelson’ They were followed by Pearl 
‘Doubleday, Inc., as alleged by FTC. Bailey, who took sick after appear- 





first action they've received. Her- | Trade Commission has contended 


‘man L. Wintrich, amusement edi- that the so-called “free” books, 


tor of the Mirror, sparked the in- giyen with book club purchases 
novation. are not free at all sinee they 
involve pone at a + ee 
, books a year. C will conduc 
Billie Burke's Memoirs lier’ hearings with Doubleday and other 

Se age ag 1 rage Bi conte | DOOK club corporations later this 
memoirs, “All That Glitters,” in "°°". 
_ weekly, state that it is one of | 

e frankest show business sagas. | ‘ 
Miss Burke goes into some pretty | Scott Seegers has hae A ayaper 
frank inside stuff on her late hus-— chief of the editoria division 0 
band, Flo Ziegfeld, Jr. the Pan American Union. 4 Be 
Incidentally, Collier's plans a WK, Jn the Latin meran, felt 
me on. Ete Canter alse. ! American. His articles on Latin 
| America have also appeared in 
‘Harper’s, Holiday, Readers Digest, 
Time, Newsweek, ete. 

He originally was a newspaper- 
man in the U 








Seegers’ Pan Am Edit. Post 





Alan Dale Biog 

Daughter of Alan Dale is busy 
writing life and times of . the! 
famous drama critic, who died in 
England in 1928. Miss Dale,.who - 
has abandoned her pen name of 
Alan Dale, Jr., is being assisted in— 
pd project by Adelaide Drew Lan-- 
on. 





CHATTER 


Robert Casey and W. A. S. Doug- 
las. Chicago go ee eee c0- 
i “ : _» authored “The Midwes erner,” a 
pidiled "Meet Me in the Lobby.” biograpiy of Gov. Dwight een of 

“hi 4 h Inois. 
we and sketches of life with the Syd Harris in Hollywood gan- 


ales. 

: ‘dering film notables for the Chi- 
Boek cago Daily News. 

With Sa on . gle con- __ Foster Fits - Simons = nee 
sider the unexploited rustic market ‘Bright Leaf, We 4 = ren re 
American Book Publishers Council. Oiniiched by Rinehart & Co., in 
trade association comprising 85 of a aan oll y 
the nation’s leading publishers, an- ~©P ° Ro! ean 
nounced their “Ohio Book Project”) John Klempner, oo 
Set to go into operation today (1). suthered LA Sh ag 
Senn tirection ve oom Pager York background which a. 

mber book distribution com- . 4 27. His las 
ue the plan calls ao ee Ste Seve. Wives,” is 
present advertisin ’ J let as 
Seserie anid investigation of OP. Three Wiv Bes 20th-Fox 
SRE ert eaee atten: | Wood. Metro director, has 
book buyers with particular atten. | aed an essay on film direction 





ing only four days, and business | 
/hit another slump until the next: 
‘change, which brought Jackie 


. Miles and Sonny Skylar. This was 


a slight improvement, but shows 
were still being skipped and the 
talent payroll went skyhigh. 

The Cliquot Club went into the 
“name” field for the first time, 
bringing in the Barton Bros., fol- 
lowed by Belle Baker, then the 
‘Bartons again. The so-called name 
policy didn’t go over there either. 
| Babbette’s, one of the more pop- 
/ular of the niteries, had a good no- 
big-name show all summer long, 
but business was off from last year. 

The Club Harlem, one of two 
all-colored spots, kept the same 
show throughout the season, but 
| business was slow. The other, the — 
Paradise Club, which calls ifself 
' America’s oldest nightclub, started 
off with Count Basie and a show, 
but dropped first the show, then 
name bands, then bands altogether, 
land finished the summer strictly as 
a bar. : 

Of the rhumba spots the Presi- 
dent hotel’s Round - the - World 
Room did best, but not as good as 
last year. With Esy Morales’ 
orchestra they outdrew all similar 
competition, but not by too much. 
The Chelsea hotel grill, featuring 
Pupi Campo for the second sue- 
| cessive summer, also suffered from 
lack of business. 
_ Many rhumba spots switched to 
a half-Latin, half-American policy 
this vear in line with the South 
American wane. Jose _ Pillado’ 
spent the entire season at the 
Hialeah Club, with weekday busi- | 
ness off from last year. The Holi-. 
day Room of the Mayflower hotel 


dropped off from 1947, as did the | 


| 
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Chien, Wyo., Aug. 28. 

Trained to treat news as news and never to kill a story for personal 
reasons, I'm afraid I'll have to be the first to report the sad news that 
Tina, the most prized poodle in Hollywood, will not be having any 
puppies this year. With it goes all chances of the Scully Circus mak- 
ing $25,000 a year out of pictures. 

Mated to the father of champions that produced Silver Star, now 
splitting attention at RKO with Cary Grant and Betsy Drake in “Every 
Girl Should Be Married,” Tina was expected to gelease a luxurious 
litter last week. But so far not even a mongrel has shown at one of 
Tina’s many miik depots. 

This at least removes the fear that a dachshund moved in and beat 
the champ’s time. ‘(Tina has always shown a weakness for dach- 
shunds.) It also removed the dread and her weakness for chickens 
will be passed on to other -generations. And it finally upholds the 
belief that dogs which are nine vears oid, however girlish the ® figures 
and however full of joie de vivre, have passed the days of motherhood. 

Fortunately, a few months ago we talked Tina into believing that 
while a victim of amnesia last winter ‘she forgot to come home one 
night) she had had a puppy. By now she has accepted the synthetic 
job as the McCoy. 

Tina’s Padded Figures 

Carla Gach, a previous mistress of our priceless Tina, winces a bit 
every time Tina’s previous litters are mentioned. Unless she sneaked 
off and had litters on the side, she’s had 17 puppies, Mme. Gach re- 
ports, not 24. 

Tina passed into the Gach dynasty when Stuart Palmer got tired of 
being booed as he went down the main street of La Jolla. He heard, 
“Your dog ate one of my chickens last night!" so often he began to 
believe that the white feathers which habitually stuck in her whiskers 
actually were not native to poodles. 

When the Gachs had Tina their next-door neighbor had chickens, 
They looked at the chickens, the fence around them and at Tina. Pal- 
mer had said Tina could seale a nine-foot fench, with enough provoca- 
tion. 

Soon the neighbor was heard mumbling that coyotes were getting 
too darned brazen. He showed a few fowl! with broken neeks to prove 
it. The Gachs had no intentions of giving up Tina and couldn't imagine 
any story that would persuade the neighbors to sell their chickens. 
They couldn't point to any combat psychosis because, unlike Lassie, 
Tina had never been trained to kill even Japs. 


Give a Dog a Bad Name 


Then the neighbor bought a dog, supposedly to scare the coyotes off. 
But the dog was a friendly thing and the chickens continued dying. 


_In fact, this was the start of a myth the neighbor tried to perpetuate. 


He never for a moment suspected the well-bred, obviously aristocratic 
Lady Tina of any wrongdoing. So it had to be coyotes. And as the 


‘coyotes continued to come in spite of his new dog, he suspected his dog 
| was friendly to coyotes, It seemed only reasonable therefore that his 


dog was half-coyote. Didn't it have the same color of coat? And 
wasn't it just as nondescript looking? 

The neighbor's ire was finaily aroused when they bought a lovely 
turkey that was doomed to be fattened and eventually eaten on Thanks- 
giving. As November neared, the neighbor began to sleep out in the 
yard to watch the gobbler. 

At two o'clock one Monday night the Gachs were awakened by a very 
irate man pounding and cursing on the deor. It was their neighbor 
and he was pounding with a shotgun and holding in his other hand his 
limp-necked turkey he saw Tina kill. He promised vehemently that he 
would kill Tina when néxt he saw her. 

About a week later Tina failed to come home one night, an unprece- 
dented thing. The next morning on the porch of the building where 
Carla Gach worked lay a bloody Tina. She raised her head, looked 
out of glazed eyes, flapped her tail once and then collapsed. She had 
been shot. 

The close sequence of events made the Gachs wonder about their 
good neighbor. The vets said Tina was living only because the bullet 
entered her back, but didn't hit the spine. The doctors guessed that 
Tina had somehow goiten near enough to the army rifle range to pick 
up a stray bullet. ~ 

The army vets were wonderful. They stuffed the hole with sulpha, 
bandaged it, visited Tina twice a day and saved her life. 

The first night after the shooting those who knew Tina came to visit 
her. They formed a large circle around Tina, and when she looked 
at all of them with those gentle gazelle eyes that seemed to be saying 
“Goodbye,” all cried openly. 


The Dachshund’s Seduction ; . 


It was after Tina recovered from her gunshot wounds that the 
dachshund moved in next door. He was to supplant the dog that had 
been branded as half coyote. The dachshund was a virgin and was 
always tied to the house on a long cord. When the time came the 
Gachs locked Tina in the house, but she broke the screen, jumped out 
the window in search of romance and didn’t have far to go. 

No one ever suspected the dachshund until the pups actually ap- 
peared. It never occurred to them that Tina would prefer to do the 
wooing, which is what she would have had to do considering the size 
of the dachshund and how he was tied up. 

Knowing her first litter produced eight, everybody felt Tina would 
surely have more this time. The army post made up a pool. On D 
(for delivery) Day both Gachs had to report for duty, but every hour 
someone would go home and check on the progress, and each hour the 
réport was one more pup. Tina ended up with nine. She didn’t have 
enough milk and she was shy a cylinder, so Gene and Carla bottle fed 
the pups as Stu Palmer had. 


Who Wants a Good End? 


People had often wondered how a dog of Tina's lethal frivolity could 
be a mother. But with the arrival of her pups she changed completely. 
Forever worried, she left them only when necessary. 

When the pups were given away she became the same old Tina, not 
a care in the world and no sense of responsibility- 

The payoff was that the dachshund’s owner was simply livid! The 
community dismay about bastard pups was nothing compared to her 
fury over her dog’s departed virtue. 

All this happened, of course, long before Tina joined the Scully 
Circus. And now that motherhood is beyond her we're at a loss what 
use to make of her remaining talents. She can still catch forward 
passes better than any football player. It’s quite possible we could farm 
her out to Notre Dame to coach their ends. 

She'd do wonderfully, too, provided no dachshund or chicken got 
loose on the playing field. Nobody ever said she was only human. But 
she shares some human frailties, and temptation is one of them. 








Bath and Turf, with Paul Martell’s | track was open last season, and for 

orchestra. The latter spot sched- a longer period during the heart 

uled three shows every night, but of the summer. 

with the exception of Saturdays,| All in ail, the 1948 season was 

rarely did more than one. very disappointing to nearly every 
The Race Track, which opened | cafe and hotel spot in town, and a 


given to direct mail sales and ; es it] 
t. to be included in an as-yet wares ‘Ritz Tavern, with Nick D'Amico; early in August, is blamed for the |lesson to many of the bigtime- 


Praching a ral market. | C as 
k ede bee tone sao aware it tome on cinema tec —— = 
has not been selling farm fami- com iled by Charles eed 

lies and semi-rural. communities. for heridan House publication. 


and later Nat Brandwynne; and the 


s the Brighton hotel with Joey Stern slackening in business, but it’s far- minded owners. And even a good 


fetched reasoning. After all, the | Labor Day~ Week can’t helpl.. 
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84 CHATTER 
managing-director, planed to Lon- Ben Blue goes to Sydney in 
Broadway don for talks with Rank execs. London |revue for the Tivoli loop, Aug. 25. Hollywood 

Ernest Mattsson, prexy of Scandia | |; Peet Seape Ores wee ae | Yvonne de Carlo airborne for | cs follows the Old Yie:Co. at this! - eecit:Coan laid up with fly. ? 
Films, celebrated his 60th birthday cond “taerare of the Sorrows.” Rome, after spending a week see-| Sir Ben Fuller has moved back! .. Mort Briskin laid up with throat 
last week. M Davi £ Walt Disney | i®§ London. : into his Sydney home after six | ‘fection. 

Laudy Lawrence flew back to dios ‘vir “ee aI 4 th for | ...22mes Mason writing a serial 0n | years Mansion was taken over dur-| _ Maurice Cohen recovering from 
France via Ireland, where he is | >Ud/0S. 74 go Nag aye oO sen. | his Hollywood experiences in alae the war major surgery. , 

aoe atin te , backgrounds on new cartoon fea-| 7 ondon daily. | ‘ _|__ Lillian Roth opens Sept. 1 
racing fis horses. t BBC looki ye th Queensland exhibits have de Tah / ; pt. 1 at the 

ooking around for another | «jareq they won’t pay more than | Tahoe Biltmore. 





ure. 
_ Rutgers Neilson back at desk) Ted Malone, Westinghouse rov- | aaa | t § 
after 10 days resting at Saratoga’ ing reporter on ABC network, seceuneerers o> paswe BO scattered | 49, for film product, according to | 


: . |secretarv Caldwell. duction at Paramount. 
and Atlantic City. | planed to N.Y. after short gander| “Comedie Francaise making a/°°« Annie Get Your Gun” bows into| _ George Bagnall returned from a 


The J. Arthur Warners quickied | at Jreland. _ 4 ireturn visit to London, giving a! Roy j}- Canadian fishing tour 
to London and Paris on 3-4 week es Conmenation ye 1 gee ocd three weeks’ season of Moliere and | eh Ay yp ns i Bh an | ~ Jimmy Gerste to Vancouver for 
holiday. Wall Streeter is w.k.° in | aye ea Paul Vincent Carroll’s | Racine plays at the Cambridge in| elsewhere in Aussie | personal appearances. 
show biz circles . “the Old Foolishness” | October. | Harry Watt, Ealing director,| Ann Sterling hospitalized with 
Abigail (Tommye) Adams con: | W. Eml n di mes Welsh National | _ Dame Irene Vanbrugh celebrat-| planed out for London this week | 4 nervous collapse. 
valescing in Post-Graduate hospital | Eisteddf, ‘ Cc ~ ii en to study |¢2 her 75th birthday, and stage | after putting “Eureka Stockade” in Roy Rogers to Philadelphia to 
following operation. George Jes- | chhee dO agp as possible diamond jubilee, by visiting the the film eans. Pic will premiere | start a two-month rodeo tour i 
sel flew in to be with her. hey Welsh National Phantre | Theatre Royal, Margate, where she | here on Christmas. | Gene Autry to Milwaukee to : 
B. G. Kranze,. Film Classics O86 ile Tie ‘| made her first appearance in 1888. 1° open a_ stage and rodeo tour. : 
g.s.m., recuperating at home from | ° ala preem of London Films’ | | Sidney and Estelle Skolsky cel- 
a virus attack suffered upon his | Venice | “Bonnie Prince Charlie” set for | Chi | ebrated their 20th wedding anni. 
recent return from Chicago. | By Jock Kane oe “yee oe aaeare, Se cago ‘ Mrs. Sonny Tufts recovering 2 
: ac | 21, in aid of King George’s Fun — , . | from emergency iy 3 
Harry and Dorothy Davega istiaiatic Seo Wardamen eles ot | ter Illinois State Fair sets new rec- gency appendectomy. ; 


reemed their new White Turkey Sailors. Earl Mountbatten, |... 7 ‘sitor ing|., FOX West Coast’s Alexander 
othe on East 57th with cock- | the Lido. | prexy of the fund, is expected to + Ny cca saa sereindbosuintes theatre damaged $125,000 by fire. 


Adolph Zukor, II, gandering pro- 
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tailery yesterday (Tues.). 

George J. Schaefer, Enterprise 
veepee in charge of distribution, 
yeturned from the Coast Monday 
(30) after huddies with Charles Ein- 
feld and David Loew. 

Paul MacNamara, Selznick pub- 
ad chief, in from the Coast two 
days last week for some quick hud- 
dies on campaign plans for “Por- 
trait of Jennie.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Zanuck sun- | 
ning themselves at the Lido Beach. | 

Elsa Maxwell coming up to the| 
Lido; she’s all over the European 
map. 

Charles K. Feldman and Anatole | 
Litvak trying on some sport shirts | 
in a shop in St. Marks square. 

Saw John Gunther and his bride, | 
through our window at the Palace 
Gritti Hotel, depart with luggage, | 
et al, in a gondola, for Trieste. 


attend. 

Thirty-second annual meeting of | 
Kinematograph Renters Society in | 
London Thursday (26) unanimously | 
re-elected D. E. Griffiths as pres- | 
ident, after tribute to his ability | 
had been paid by Sam Eckman, | 
local Metro chief. 

Stewart McPherson, popular! 
Canadian broadcaster, collapsed at 
termination of his “20 Questions” | 


} 


Palmer House bringing back tra-| ,!ving Thalberg, Jr., 
dition by imbedding silver dollars | 220Ut, film business on the Metro 
in bar of new Main Cafe. | lot. : 

Roy Rogers, cowboy pic star and | Cornell Wilde drew an eight- 
wife Dale Evans feted at Santa Fe | week leave from 20th-Fox for a 
Indian Village, Railroad fair. | tour of Europe. ; , 

Sam Briskin, head of Revere| June Havoc heading for N. Y, 
Camera Co., gave $100,000 to when she winds up her current 
launch Babe Ruth Cancer Fund. _| Stint in “One Woman. ; 

Lake Zurich straw hatters wind|, Bryan, Foy presented with a 
up fourth summer season with|‘tTophy for his work in behalf of 


learning 4 





| program at Blackpool. Show is | “Man Who Came to Dinner,” Sept. | the New Medical Center. 


Jean Hellman, m.d. of the Rex,/ The ideal and romantic couple, | 










Paris cinema, back to France after 
his first visit here in 24 years. 
Hellman planning a souvenir book- 
let for his Paris deluxer. 

Ruby Zwerling, who conducted 
the Loew’s State pit band for 19 
years, will be musical director for 
Morey Amsterdam’s “Hilarities,” 
opening at the Adelphi Sept. 9. 

Morey Amsterdam giving up his 
Playgoers nitery on 5lst and 6th, 
having enough to do among his 
WHN and CBS radio programs; 
and his soon-due “Hilarities,” 
vaude-revue at the Adelphi, open- 
ing Sept. 9. ; 

Myer P. Beck inked by Irvin 
Shapiro’s Film Rights International 
yesterday (Tues.) to handle flack 
work on the 10 foreign pix which 
outfit will distribute during the 
coming season. 

Producer Jules Levey planed in 
from the Coast for confabs with 
Frank Buck on his next pic, “Frank 
Buck’s Adventures in Africa,” 
which begins shooting on location 
in November. 

When Eddie Cantor lunched with 
N. Y. Mirror editor Jack Lait at 
The Palms recently, George Jessel 
suddenly made an appearance be- 
hind their chairs with a Dutch 
waiter routine. 

Al Adams, who headed _ the 
motion picture advertising dept. 
in New York of J. Walter Thomp- 
son Co., resigned; formerly with 
several film companies including 
RKO and Paramount. 

Unclaimed bank deposits, as ad- 
vertised by Manufacturers Trust, 
lists Moss Hart at an old Ansonia 
Hotel address. Irving Trust Co. al- 
so has an unclaimed bank balance 
due the Associated Arts Corp., 
Taft Bldg., Hollywood. 

Adolph Zukor, Paramount board 
chairman, mapping a program to 
develop his 800-acre country estate 
in Rockland county, N. Y., into a 
residential community. Dwellings 
to be constructed on site will be 
priced at $18,500 and upwards. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., just in 
from Europe, heads for the Coast 
to marry Pat (ex-Mrs. Earl K.) Wal- 
lace. Ex-husband is the photog- 
rapher and nephew of Jeanette 
MacDonald. Vanderbilt starts on a 
lecture tour soon. 

Robert J. Rubin, counsel for the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, who was east last 
week for filing of organization’s 


Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz, | 
lunching at the Lido Beach restau- | 
rant; so were the Jock Lawrence’s* 
and the Kapps for that matter. 
| Sarah Churchill at the Palace; 
Coretti with Mr. and Mrs. Peter | 
Moore, who represent Alex Korda | 
in Rome, here for the film festival. | 
Incidentally, the Churchill girl is | 
very charming and has a lovely | 
speaking voice. | 
Sir Arthur Jarrett, Korda’s part- | 


ner in British Lion, with his family 


sipping a cocktail on the veranda | 
at the Crette, facing the Corand | 
Canal, and one of our “gondolas,” | 
an American destroyer, No. 757, a| 
comforting sight. 

Amusing incident, Outdoor Cafe, | 
St. Marks Square. A wondering, 
caricaturist approaches our table. 
Before I knew it, he has done a) 
caricature of me, not very flatter-| 
ing. He approaches Jock Lawrence 
who, in French, says, “I do the 
same thing, lend me have the pad 
and the crayen and I'll do one of | 
you.” This virtually shocks the} 
nearby Venetians and a crowd | 
gathers while Lawrence draws one | 
of the artist. It’s a much better jw | 
and the artist is so impressed with | 
the result that he offers to make | 
one of Jock gratis. Actually, he was | 
so impressed that, I thought, he 
was going to give Lawrence the 
200 lire I gave him. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Budd Schulberg writing novel at 
Aquetong home. 

Carl Fisher, Nina and Bern 
Chardt in to weekend with John 
Roots. 

Ezra Stone off to Reading with | 
Claude Rains to narrate 200th anni 
pageant. 
ank and Bam Heller back to 
town Sept. 7 after summer of di- 
recting at Playhouse. 








replica of favorite radio feature 


and “Stew” insisted on carrying | 
on despite indisposition. 
fol Stee entre 


Buenos Aires 


Kirsten Flagstad in of | 
Colon Opera. 

Emelco Studios set to release | 
“Bride of the Navy,” long-delayed | 
picture made with the cooperation | 
of Argentine Navy. 

Actor Pepe Arias dickering with 
M. F. Canosa, Panama impresario, 
for season in Panama legit when | 
he winds up current Casino musi- | 
cal stint. 

Mexican warbler Pedro Vargas | 
pulling strongly at Goyescas nitery. | 

Mundo and Splendid networks | 
trying to sign Jean Sablon for | 
September programs. 

Angelica Hauff and Alexander | 
Carlos, who have been working on | 
the San Miguel lot in “Strange | 
World,” Brazilian-Argentine pic- | 


cast 


| ture, pacted by J. Arthur Rank and |. 
Robert Siodmak to make pix in | Cinema, 


Britain. 


Paris 

Cynda Glenn to Biarritz. 

Bob Considines at the Ritz. 

Borrah Minevitch to Berlin from 
Cannes. 

Bob Harley back from a short 
Vichy seasonal cure. 

French director Henri Georges 
a gr signed by David O. Selz- 
nick. 

John B. Nathan for a short spell 
on the Riviera, where his wife has 
a villa. 

The Bob Considines winding up 
in Capri before returning to Paris, 
whence due to sail. 

Hildegarde and Anna Sosenko 
still in Italy, after having first 
planned to be in London by this 





Jerry Mayer up from Olney, Md., 
to stage “The Magistrate” at New | 
Hope, starring Arthur Treacher. | 

Paul Whiteman in to catch teen- | 
age daughter Margo in “Gilded | 
Cage,” Nicholson-Robinson tryout | 
at Playhouse. l 

Bob Caldwell, Playhouse stage 
manager, directing Jackie Cooper 
in “John Loves Mary” for final 
week Sept. 13. 

Janet Cohen, Sarah Enright, Mil- 
ton Shubert ana Mayna 


| Hoffman, who traveled with him, 
Morris is back at the Crillon before plan- 


time. 

Jean Warner, daughter of Jo- 
sette, back to Paris after a visit to 
the Cannes Casino without having 
visited Italy. 

Irving Allen expecting Franchot 
Tone next week for start of “Eiffel 
Tower” picture. » 

Irving Berlin, after a visit in 
Amsterdam, back to London direct, 
to fly home Sept. 2, while Irving 





Proceeds of Sept. 20 perform- | 


ance of “Mister Roberts” goes to 


Roosevelt College to boost their | 


development drive. 
Tom Hart, former manager of 
Drake Hotel, and Avery Brundage, 


head of U. S. Olympics, bought | 


Montecito Country Club at Santa 
Barbara, Cal. 

Audrey Meadows, femme lead of 
“High Button Shoes” here, tem- 
porarily out of cast due to an in- 
jury, with Mary Gardner, vocal 
chorus member, replacing. Candie 
Montgomery, former understudy, 
leaves cast for N. Y. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Michael Sokol, WB skipper, back 
from N. Y. 


Fortunio Bonanova here to make 


a pic and some disks. 

Cine Isabel, oldline second-run 
facelifted and capacity 
hiked to $2,000. 

Three second run cinemas staved 
off a strike by allowing a 20% pay 
hike. Workers demanded 5072. 


graphic Arts and Sciences to award 
its 1947 Oscars at a party at El 
Patio nitery, Sept. 3. 

Charles Woram, ex-manager of 
the Churubusco pix studios, head- 
ing a television company that’s 
working on the U. S. plan of serv- 
icing stores and restaurants. 

Everett Hoagland, the Texan 
who introduced sweet swing to 
Mexico with the opening of Ciro’s 
in 1942, to Guatemala with his 
band for two months of dates. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


booked at Havana’s Sans Souci 
club next month. 

“A Goose for the Gander” will | 
be White Barn Theatre’s strawhat | 
finale week of Sept. 13. 

Tom Power will do publicity and | 
assist Dick Hoover, general man-'| 
ager, at Playhouse this season. 

Joe Benuh, local actor, playing 
character parts this season at Rab- 
bit Run theatre in Madison, O. 

Lee Kelton and his orch have re- 


Mexican Academy of Cinemato- | 


Gordon Douglas bedded by flu, 
with Henry Levin pinch hitting as 
director ot “Mr. Soft Touch.” 

George Weiss checked out of 
| 20th-Fox ad department to reenter 
Army signal corps with rank of 
major. 

Greer Garson taking lessons in 
| elephant riding for her stunt in the 
| forthcoming circus for St. John’s 
| Hospital. 
| . 
| 


Ottawa 


Central Canada Exhibition week 
packing niteries and film houses. 

Cinema de Paris, Hull filmer, 
only district house playing French- 
language programs. 

Len Hopkins dance band due 
back at Chateau Laurier’s Canadian 
'Grill, Oct. 1 to begin llth year 
| there. 

George Hamid had to alibi for 
late arrivals in his Grandstand Fol- 
lies outdoor stage show at CCE 
first day. 

National Film Board operating 
“walk-in” theatre at Lansdowne 
Park during Central Canada Exhi- 
| bition, upping screen on bandstand 
/ when Goldman Band exits. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

“Jolson Story” (Col) doing 
record holdover business on 
African Theatres circuit. 

Donald O’Connor in personal ap- 

pearances with his starrer, “Are 
You With It,” did capacity on three 
shows per day at Coloseum Cape- 
town. 
_ Sir Thomas Beecham, noted Brit- 
ish conductor, arrived in Capetown 
Aug. 12 to conduct a series of 
orchestra concerts in Capetown, 
Johannesburg and Durban. 

Attorney General has decided 








council for holding of orchestral 
concerts on Sunday nights, which 
will continue as for the last 35 
years. 


Nikolai and his dancing Hoopes | not to prosecute Capetown city 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Evelyn Freyman, local radio 
actress and strawhat producer, is 
D.C. rep to AFRA convention in 


anti t suit in Detroit, in Wash- = _ — Cage” last ing to London. sumed as staff band at WJAS for | Boston. 

i wortenty I week on tax and other | § edb a ry d Bob C fifth year after summer vacation. Loretta Keith added to contact 

matters, prior to returning to the Fe ~ on i“ -_ ee e Cracked ankle forced Margie | staff of local Warner office, replac- 
erton commuting to N. Y. for Vienna Wade to cancel Carousel engage-| ing Virginia Fenner, who treks 


; Doris and Jules C. Stein (MCA 
. board chairman) not returning 
with large show biz contingent that 
arrived early this week on _ the 

een Mary, including the Jack 





ferred from Ladies Home Journal. 


Minneapolis 


‘ 


Cosmopolitan art dept. Both trans-| 


Peter Steigerwald to produce 
another music - educational, “The 
Harp.” 

Huge Engel Film Co. bought the 


ment and Andrews Twins were 
brought in. 

Caramela ‘Family, which oper- 
ated Oasis until Mt. Lebanon went 
dry, have opened new spot in 








back to her Detroit home shortly. 

John Merivale, son of the late 
actor Philip Merivale, currently 
playing a featured role with Brian 
Aherne in “Beaux Strategem” at 


Dotted 2te | iv in eS. Seach 





oN oe Reet be 


oo tabi anil a. pa tebe 


FPR Sie hoes 








, Jock Law-| operetta, ‘“Frauenfresser” (Mis- i P ) 

See Ghamey Tenens, et al.| Anita O'Day and her sextette in- ogynist), from Edmund Eysler. ga Fan: Se: Se ay The the distaff side of ; 
Steins not due until mid-Sept. now; to St. Paul Flame Karl Karzmaier, formerly cam- a radio newscasting, as well as 
ditto the Darryl Zenucks. Gene Autry Rodeo at St. Paul £@man, to direct next Ernest | higher-ups from the Women’s Re- ; 
Auditorium Sept. 16-26. ee film, Pe don tay | Vy la publican Committee, feted during : 

Ethel Waters and Fletcher Hen- ee tae rxurmed to former enezue past week at a luncheon given by g 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

PR am og Rag his band back 

m English tour. 

Godfrey Quigley inked for Ed- 
wards-MacLiammoir Co. 

Julia Monks named chief film 
critic for Radio Eireann. 

Maureen O'Hara week - ended 


derson into Curly’s niterie. 

Old Log strawhatter offering lo- 
cal playwright’s opus, “The Mag- 
nificent Ham.” 

In face of extreme heat, county 
fairs throughout state have been 
breaking attendance records. 

Marion Cottlow. now Metropoli- 
tan Opera singer, back in home 
town as bride and visiting sister. 


system, preeming English and Ger- 
man language version at same time 
in different houses. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
“Ah, Wilderness,” is a click for 
Whitehall Productions at Minerva, 
Sydney. 





we Estrella at the Copacabana 
club. 
Luis Cardenas trio playing at 
Mite Schi here f 
tt) pa here for two con- 
certs with $6.25 top. 
ew picture house, 
opened in _~ Carlos. 
arnum, European magic t ‘ 
at the Teatro cloner poly stag 


Ramirez, 


Mrs. Florence Warner, assistant di- 
rector of radio for Republicans. 


Atlantic City 


The Smart Set Trio into Mardi 

ras. 

Ice Capades going into eighth 
and final week. 

Frances Faye held over at Bath 








here from role in “Brittania Mews” | “Oklahoma,” launching local fall-| “Douglas Lotherington, RKO|. “Dios se lo Pague,” Latin fil aT 

(20th). winter legit season at Lyceum this | manag director, planed in this|in for seventh week ; in film, and Turf Club. 
Jean Paul Sartre’s “Crime Pas- | week, played two previous engage- | week tee hae Sixisam dudes A cg 5s enee Seat into Club Nomad 

sionel” being sought for produc- | ments here. Williamson-Tait’s grand opera Colegiales, making outdoor ap-| Henny Youngman back into Steel : 


tion at Gaiety here. - 
Camden, oldest film house in 
' shuttered; it is owned by 


, Sar, (Ireland) group Auditorium. of newsreel house for Greater Un-| pearances t Club i i 3 
Tyrone Power planed eastbound New Dorothy Lewis Ice Show, om oye > to go into hotel biz. irst ihe oe Pigg a years, Prine cat age —— ; 


=F for role in 20th-Fox 
ead of Foxes” in Rome. 
ue ‘Elliman, Odeon (ireland) 





Evelyn Sachs, Metropolitan 
Cpera contralto, in concert at Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Northrop 





with Bobby Maxson as guest star, 
otel Nicoilet Minnesota 


got away to a smash boxoffice at 
s Majesty’s, Melbourne. 
Frank Little, formerly manager 


lli , Aussie rep for 





= at I 
errace, Sept. 13. 





Ealing, planes to 
he ade London soon for 





with Sir Michael Balcon.| with 


pearances at Coney Island. 
Leo Marini, Latin singer, brought 
in for Chesterfield hour plus ap- 


headed by Blon 


ine th Tongolele, play- 


e neighborhood houses, 


Pier with Connie Haines and 
Vaughn Monroe band. 
Seating capacity of Orsatti’s Ca- 


Kay Francis opened Monday (30) 
in “The Last of Mrs. Cheyney” at 





no one under 18 admitted. 


Auditorium theatre’s season finale. 
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OSCAR BRADLEY 

Oscar Bradley, 55, orchestra 
leader and veteran musical conduc-. 
tor for many radio shows, stage 
musicals and films, died Aug. 31 at 
Norwalk, Conn. Although he had. 
been in ailing health for several | 
vears, Bradley had not missed con- 
ducting the music for the radio net- 
work show, “We the People.” 

Besides “We the People,” Brad- 
ley conducted the music for Will 
Rogers’. first radio program. He 
did the air show for Gulf Oil in 
1934, later becoming musical direc- 
tor for all Gulf radio programs in- 
cluding Silver Theatre. 

Born in England, he was grad- 
unied from the Royal Academy of 
Music. Bradley conducted the 
Queen's Hall orchestra and played 
in the Royal Philharmonic, London 
Symphony and Covent Gardens or- 
chestra. During the first World 
War he served as a lieutenant in 


IN MEMORIAM 


. Rossi was buried in North Arling- 


ton, N. J., Aug. 21, with full mili- 
tary honors. While with the War- 
ner circuit he had been associated 
with management of several of the 
chain’s houses in Jersey City, 
Hoboken and Bayonne. 

Prior to joining Warners. Rossi 
assisted his four brothers— 
Charles, Stephen, John and Eman- 
uel—in operation of their Strand 
and Paramount theatres, Schroon 
Lake, N. Y. Also surviving besides 
his brothers are his parents and | 
three sisters. 

OLEY SPEAKS 

Oley Speaks, 74, singer and com- | 
poser of many pepular songs, died | 
Aug. 27 in N. Y. after a brief ill- 
ness. Among his compositions are | 
“On Road to Mandalay,” “Sylvia,” 
“When the Boys Come Home.” 
“Morning,” “Littl House of 
Dreams,” “Star Eyes,” “Roses Af- 


Marcus Loew 


5th, 1927 


September 





the British army, being wounded 
in action. 

Bradley came to the U. S. in 1920. 
He conducted the music for Victor 
Herbert’s “Dream Girl,” “The Stu- 
dent Prince,” “Desert Song” and_ 
one “Artists and Models” musical. | 
From 1926 to 1934 he was musical 
director for all Flo Ziegfeld shows, 
including “Rio Rita,” “Show Boat,” 
“Rosalie,” “‘Whoopee,” ‘Simple Si- 
mon” and the Ziegfeld Follies of 
1934. Bradley also conducted the 
music for the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera for three years. a 

Bradley was musical director for 
many films, including ‘Curley 
Top.” “Farmer Takes Wife,” “Way 
Down East” and “Man Who Broke 
the Bank at Monte Carlo.” 

He is survived by his widow. son, ' 
mother, four sisters and three 
brothers. | 





BUNNY BIGGS 
Bunny Biggs, best known ifn 
radio as “Jamup” of WSM’s black- 
face comedy team of “Jamup and 
Honey,” died Aug. 28 in Nashville 
Tenn.. following a heart attack. He 
was stricken soon after appearing | 
on “Grand Ole Opry” radio pro- 
gram over WSM, Nashville, and his 
partner, Honey Wilds was with 
him at time of death. er 
Biggs had been in show business 
much of his life, appearing first 
with minstrel shows. He started in 
radio over WFAA, Dallas, Texas. 
Later he toured the Pantages and 
Keith-Orpheum-vaudeville circuits. 
At one time, Biggs was featured on 
the Ben Bernie air show and later 
was on the National Barn Dance. 
He had recorded the “Tales of, 
Uncle Remus.” 
Biggs had been in Nashville for | 
about 10 years since forming the, 
partnership with Wilds. They had. 
appeared on many radio shows, | 
most recent being the skit they did 
each Saturday night on Grand Ole 
Opry. 





MORRIS J. SIEGEL 

Morris J. Siegel, 47, died Aug. 28 
aboard the Chief railroad train 
near Winslow, Ariz., while return-, 
ing from a N. Y. business trip with 
his brother, Sol, 20th-Fox producer. 
Siegel suffered a heart attack 
while on the way to the diner. He 
had gone to N. Y. to set up finane- 
ing for an indie production deal. | 

Siegel entered the film industry 
at 19. joining David O. Selznick. | 
He participated in the formation of 
Republic Pictures in 1935, becom- 
ing a vice-president. Previously he 
had served as vice-president of 
Consolidated Film Industries, part 


; 
ter Rain.” “Lord Is My Light” and, 
“Prayer Perfect.” Of Speaks’. 
songs the did the music for more. 
than 250), “Mandalay” was easily 
the most popular, having sold more | 
than 1,000,000 copies. 

Speaks was a director of the, 
Ameriean Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers from 1924 
to 1943. A niece. Margaret Speaks, | 
is a concert and radio singer, hav- 
ing been on ‘Voice of Firestone” 
network show for years. Funeral. 
was Monday (360i. 





ALBERTA GALLATIN 


Alberta Gallatin, 87, who played | 
in numerous legitimate shows in} 
40 years on the stage. died in N. Y., | 
Aug. 25. Mrs. Gallatin had sup-' 
ported Edwin Booth in Shake-| 
spearean repertory and also had. 
appeared with Otis Skinner,’ 
Maurice Barrymore, E. H. Sothern, | 
James K. Hackett, Richard Mans- 
field and Sir Johnston Forbes- 
Robertson. among others. She had 
played with Henry Miller and 
Daniel Frohman companies as well 
as in stock. 

Survived by a son and four 
grandchildren. 





MICHAEL J. CASEY 


Michael J. Casey, 53, veteran 
stage manager and vaude booker of 
Springfield, Mass., died Aug. 27) 
while vacationing on Cape Cod, 
Mass. For years he was business 


In Commemoration of My Beloved 
Friend and Theatrical Mentor | 


PAUL ARMSTRONG } 


Whe Passed Away Aug 30, 1915 9 


BEN J. PIAZZA § 





agent of Local No. 53, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, in Springfield. 

Casey was stage manager at Par- 


amount, Springfield. A cousin of. 


Pat Casey, former head of the film 
industry's labor relations board, he 
is survived by his mother, sister 
and brother. 





WILLIAM BUNTON CHASE 


William Bunton Chase, 
former N.Y. 


76, 


in summer theatre ons, died 


Aug. 25 at Whitefield, N. H. After | 


retiring from active newspaper 
work in 1935, he made his home 


| With 


newspaperman, | 


music critic anda-atTive ®, one time 





room team, The Gunsetts, was 
found dead Aug. 17 in Santa Bar- 
bara, Cal., in the building where 
she operated a dance studio. 
Police said she had been dead sev- 
eral days. 

A native of France, she and her 
estranged husband, Rene Gunsett, 


were well-known on vaude circuits | 


around the world, She started the 
studio recently on returning from 
a South American tour. 





SIR GEORGE TALLIS 

Sir George Tailis, 7¥, tormerly 
chauman o: boara directors o1 
Witmamson-iait regit and concert 
CiIrcun 1918 10 1¥Sa, diea Aug. 1% 
in meiDOUrNe, AUSUalla. 

NKHiLNL Was a tcaa@er in the legit- 
conceit heia Vown Under prior te 
his retirement a few years ago. 
tne iate IF. W. ‘tnring, ae 
Was One OL the big men deiind 
ine Moyis cimema circuit in tae 
ealriy Gays OL Cnaim’s @:eration, 





JOSEPH E. NOLAN 
Josepn £, (Joe) Nolan, 57, former 
program Manager OL WAGY and 
WUNU ana ea-sportcasver on we 
\WU S.\aU0nS, Gliea suagcgenly Aug. 


/<é/ Wille GMViNE am auco in Aibany, 


1 ih 

Nuian suffered an attack of 
pneumonia iast tall ana amnougn 
ue returnea as girector of sports 
ana special events at WAbi, he 


{was hut in gooa heaith ana con- 
| Unuea 


unoer a aoctors care. 
Noian, quilt WABY six months ago. 





FRANK GOODALE 

Frank Goodale, 61, 1or years 
Mauager OL Loews diate, White 
Piains, N. ¥., grea Aug. 26 in Dt. 
recersourg, ria. 

in his youctn-Goodale was famed 
aS a Gareeevil. tie was credited 
Wilh having piloted the first air- 
snip across tae Hudson Hiver im 
iyuy and also was said to have 


inaue the L. S. Army s arst official | 


parachute jump at Fort Omaha, 
wep., In 191¢. 





OSCAR FERNANDEZ 
Oscar Fernandez, 50, brazilian 
compuser, Gied Aug. Z/ in Kio de 
Janeiro. He was ftoundader 
director oi Braziiian Conservatory 


ol Music. 
tis works included “Suite for 
Five Wind Instruments,’ “im- 


bapara’ and “Cencerte ror Vioun 
anu Orchestra.” 





MRS. REGINA W. BARNARD | 
Mrs. Regina Warter Barnard, 81, loo 


N. Y. and Londen actress tor avout 
50 years, died in Miles City, Moat., 
Aug. 21. She appeared in several 
legit productions with Lillian Rus- 
sell. 

Her first husband was Richard 
Barker, producer tor Miss RKusseiL 





GLADDEN JAMES 


Gladden James, 56, character 
actor, died Aug. 28 in Hollywood of 


leukemia. Silent screen leading nental rep. 
|man at Metro, Fox, Paramount and 
Selznick, he shifted to character daughter, 


parts with advent of sound. 


and | 


British Drama League and head of 
Scottish Cemmunity Drama Assn. 


Mrs. Laurs H. Keep, 78, mother 
of Theedore F. Koop, news direc- 
has = CBS in Washington, died 
Aug. 24. 








Seymere Schindel, 41, stage and 
screen actor, died Aug. 24 in Hol- 
_lywood after a long illness. 


MARRIAGES 


Joan Neda Binder to Bruce Bala- 
| ban, West Englewood, N.J., Aug. 
29.' He's son of Roxy, N.Y., manag- 
ing director A. J. Balaban and 
wife. 

Isabelita to Rory Calhoun, Santa 
Barbara, Cal., Aug. 29. Bride is an 
| actress; he’s an actor. 
| Laura Maétari to Patrick Man- 
ning, Dublin, Ireland, Aug. 23 
Bride is vaude singer. 
| Margaret Snider to Albert W. 
| Proteman. Aug. 27, N.Y. Bride is 
with NBC ieievision dept.; groom 
is NBC-TV technical production 
director. 

Joan Wobber to Marshal .Naify. 
Woodside. Calif.. Aug. 28. Bride 
jis daughter of 20th-Fox exec Her- 
/man Wobber; he’s son of Michacl 
|Naify and is with his father in 
Golden State Theatres. 
| Patricia Cohn to Harold Mel- 
|niker, Santa Monica, Aug. 21. He's 
director of public relations at 
RKO. 
| Laura McEwen Stover, of Harris- 
| burg, Penna., and John D. French, 
of Harrisburg. Aug. 29, in Chautau- 
' qua, N. Y. Bride is assistant to pro- 
gram director of Station WKBO. 
Harrisburg. tie’s news director of 
same station. 

Sue Dashevsky to Budde Cordae, 
Milwaukee, Wisc., Aug. 21. He’s 
magician and m.c. 





| BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules’ Losch, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Father is Coast rep for Santly-Joy 


‘| music publishers. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Benedict Bogeaus, 
‘son, Hollywood, Aug. 31. Father 
is indie producer: mother is the 
former Delores Moran. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Burt, son, Van 
Nuys, Calif., Aug. 23. Father is a 
dance director. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
‘daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Father is with Technicolor; she’s 
the daughter of WB dance pro- 
_ducer Leroy Prinz. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bertie McNally, 
Dublin, Ireland, a daughter, Aug. 
Father is RKO manager in 
| ireland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Drake, daugh- 
ter, in Dallas, Aug. 12. Father is 
managing director of WRR there. 

Mr. and Marjorie Clarke, 
‘daughter. Santa Monica, Aug. 26. 
‘Mother is speech instructor at Ac- 
tors Lab. Father is an actor. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Philip de Coninck 
‘son, Paris. She is Pamela Wilde, 
professionally; her father is Lacy 
, Kastner, Columbia Pictures conti- 


Mrs. J. Allan Montei, 
Aug. 23, Hollywood. 
is Technicolor employee; 


Mr. and 
Father 


J. Allen Montei, ' 














| Riviera | 
Continued frem page 1 


bone of French curreney) at the 
roulette tables and chemin de fer. 
Everywhere Americans, from 
youngsters taking their holidays 
,on bicycles a la Francaise, to the 
,upper crust of Hollywood holed 
‘up at the Hotel du Cap at Antibes 
and similar elegant joints on the 
Cote d’'Azure. The French Cham- 
ber of Commerce can salute itself 
on both cheeks for a very graceful 
but shrewd job of showmanlike 
publicity; once again the smiles 
are back on the faces of the hotel 
men and the gambling syndicates. 

Cannes has- been like Miami at 
the height of the boom in 1946. 
You cannot get a room for love 
or money. The hunger for Ameri- 
can films is reflected in the mobs 
that have followed Lana Turner, 
Rita Hayworth and Sonja Henie. 
Jack Warner is respectfully re- 
ferred to in the press as Monsieur 
Jacques Warner ‘and pronounced 


Vorneur). Darryl F. Zanuck and 
Charles K. Feldman are - reputed 


to have been the hottest punters 
at the casinos, their operations be- 
ing rumored to invoive 30,000,000 
francs; some say in black ink, 
others say in red, but anyway as 
ithe French say it’s all comme ci 
comme ¢a. 

Celebrities from the stage, 
vaudeville- and films have been 
here in plenty. There is a con- 
tinuous stream of traffic between 
here and Reme; and now the film 
festival in Venice which is merely 
another exeuse for travellers 
to see how the Venetians make 
with the gondelas in the moon- 
light. No one here is more popu- 
lar or better known than Erich 
Von Stroheim, whe is seen every- 
where with his new leading lady, 
Denise Vernae. Chaz Chase has 
been munching on his shirt-front 
at the Palm Beach Casino in Can- 
nes where Borrah Minevitch’s 
Rascals are a premier attraction, 
and no one laughed harder at little 
Johnny Puleo then Maurice Che- 
valier and Ed ‘Archic) Gardner. 


Most of the biggest French stars 
are booked into the top honky- 
tonks for “galas,” a high-toned 
name for one-nighters or club 

dates. Everybody doves this, even 
visiting performers. When Hilde- 
garde passed fhrough here on her 
way to Rome some weeks ago and 
was besieged by local agents to 
appear in one or two galas she re- 
ported herself as resting in an- 
ticipation of a private audience 
with the Pepe. . 
Benny’s Bar-Side Broadcast 
_ While there have been numerous 
_ Side-attractions, such as when 
| Jack Benny was broadcasting from 
_the bar at the Carlton in Cannes 
(and being automatically trans- 
lated into French by Alex D'Arcy), 
the main competition for the Palm 
Beach Casino comes from Juan les 
Pins where the Bernard Bros. are 


Widow, two sisters and two mother is daughter of LeRoy Prinz, knocking them dead at the Holly- 


brothers survive. 





JOSEPH DI PESA 
Joseph Di Pesa, 65, ad-publicity 
direcior for Loew's theaires in 
Boston for nearly 40 years, died 


‘in the Hub city Aug. 30 of a heart 
' ailment. 


He worked for the Bos- 
ton Traveler before joining Loew's. 

Wife, daughter, brother and 
sister survive. 





HELEN LEE WORTHING 

Helen Lee Worthing, 43, former 
stage and screen actress, once de- 
scribed by Florenz Ziegfeld as one 
of the ten most beautiful women 
in the world, was found dead Aug. 
25 in her backlot home in Les 
' Angeles. 





BERNIE ANGUS 


| 


gus, 48, who wrote under the name 
‘of Bernie Angus, died Aug. 29 in 


of the Republic setup, and also aS ji, Whitefield where he had spent|/ N.Y. Besides writing plays, she 


vice-president and then president many summers. He established also was an actress. 


of American Record Co., a Consoli- the Chase Barn theatre there in| “Pie in the Sky,” 
| 1933. Chase had been music critic and “Brown Sugar,” 


dated subsidiary. 


She wrote 
“Angel Island” 
which were 





He left Republic in 1944 to be- of N. Y. Evening Sun and later | produced on Broadway. 


come a production executive at, 
Metro. He held that post until: 
January this year. 

Besides Sol, his widow, two 
daughters, two sisters and three- 
other brothers survive. 





CORP. JOSEPH D. ROSSI 

Corp. Joseph D. Rossi, 26, thea- 
tre manager with Warners until in- 
ducted into the Army in 1942, was, 
killed June 13, 1945, while in line’ 
of duty. His body, which previous- 
ly was interred at the U.S. Mili- 
tary Cemetery in the Duchy of 

Uxembourg, was recently re- 
turned te this country. 


became music editor of N. : 

Times. 

MRS. MARGUERITE H. GALE 
Mrs. :Marguerite H. Gale, 63, 

former stage and screen actress, 


y 





Mrs. Gale toured the U. S. and 
Japan in stage plays a number of 
years ago. 

Between 1914 and 1918 she ap- 
peared in silent films, including 
“The Missing Link” and “Hew 
Molly Makes Good.” 


MRS. MAARCYA GUNSETT 
Mrs. Maarcya Gunsett, 43, dane< 


Following services in Hoboken,director and member of the ball., 


; 


GEORGE ANDERSON 

' George Anderson, 57, screen 
‘actor, died Aug. 26 in Los: Angeles 
after a long illness. He had been 
in pictures 15 years following an 


died Aug. 20 in Amsterdam, N. Y. | Qoriier stage career. 





Arthur “Billy” Stenecham, 58. in 
Chicago, Aug. 26. He was musical 
| publisher rep for past 40 years, his 
‘last position being Chicago exee 
for Vanguard Music. Surviving are 
| his widow and two sons. 


_ Gerdon Bettemiey, 74, poet 
playwright, died Aug. 25 in 
don. He was vice-president of the 





Mrs. Bernadine de Tuvache An- |. 


Warner Bros. dance director. 








Heat Wave 


Centinued from page 2? =e 


‘weeks, the toll taken in most 
Broadway theatres offset the steady 
\rise enjoyed during the last two 
| weeks, which had been looked for 
‘to wipe out the usual summer 
slump. Most houses reported an 
average loss of $2,000 or more, for 
the week, although some claimed 
capacity biz Thursday (26), when 
theemercury soared to its iighest 
peak of over 100 degrees. © 

Legit suffered similarly in other 
cities, with only Chicago claiming 
the weather had no ill effects on 
the boxoffce. Several new shows 
trying out in Boston were dented. 
| Niteries 


| Biz in most niteries was off to 
the lowest level of the summer. 
On Broadway only the Latin Quar- 
ter, with Milton Berle as the lure, 
‘and the usually-re‘iable Copacaba- 
‘na (now starring Morton Downey) 
fared well. Midnight shows espe- 








cially played to empty tables, with | 


'the dinner crowds making out bet- 
ter. Custemers figured they had 
to eat some where so they might as 
| well have cnjoved a show to take 
their minds off the weather. One- 
‘night band stands also suffered 
‘slightly most operators reporting 
|they only broke even where they 
‘had expected to turn a profit. 

| Temporary electric power break- 
‘down caused by the heat in Man- 
hattan Thursday threatened a shut- 
dcwn of al! city radio transmitters 


the air. 


wood. The most unique hot-spot 
of ail at Juan is Maxim's where, 
instead of providing star attrac- 
tions the management encourages 
| the customers to provide their own 
‘amusement. These are in the form 
of games which, while they would 
probably be frowned upon by the 
License Commissioner of New 
York City. are considered quite 
droll here and should not be too 
much of a strain on any American 
woman not too absent-minded to 
‘slip on her culotte before saunter- 
out for the evening. 

The English, or at any rate the 
ternational,” set is headed by 
and Duchess of Windsor, 
at the super Sporting Club 
Carlo leading the ap- 

for Maurice Chevalier, 
Piaf and Josephine Baker 
we in another week and the 
is likely to continue into 
j the end of September. It is under- 
| standable that it shouid be so. for 
here, underneath the cloudless 
skies, one can forget the struggle 
for Europe and all the other stag- 
_gering problems that are bedevil- 
| ling the world. 

It would not be fair to end these 
notes without referring to Elsa 
Maxwell. Although American buv- 
ers enlivened the August season 
in Paris, and the Maisons of Cou- 
(ture of France gave its support, 
the summer here could not quite 
_have been the same without the 
/energy and promotional efforts of 
this jolly little woman who helped 

bring glamor back to the Cote 
,d’Azure and who deserves 2 whole 
,chest-full of medals from the 
French government. She has been 


BE 


i 


| 
| 


; 


—~— 


and for a time, but power was restored the pied piper for many a saw- 
Lon- before any station was forced off buck that has been brought inte 


ithis dollag-starved countgy,. 
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